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EDITORIAL NOTE. 

This is the first of three sections to comprise the revised 
Volume I. of Slang and its Analogues, The other two parts 
will follow at short intervals. Full details of issue were given 
in an Editorial Note to Part III. of Volume VI. 

The next section to be sent out'is Part II. Vol VII. 
This is in the press, will shortly be ready, and will bring 
the work to within 150 pages of completion. 

A SMALL PERSONAL 'SOUVENIR OF 
MR. HENLEY'S WORK ON 'THIS DICTIONARY. 

It is in truth but a small matter. Yet it has occurred to 
me that some subscribers to this Revised Volume I. (on 
which Mr. Henley was at work till within ten days of his 
death) might like to have for preservation in the volume 
a small personal souvenir of his work. 

It was my colleague's habit to use * correspondence cards * 
for criticism, notes, additional quotations, etc., and I find 
I have quite a fairly large number, all being in3 his own 
handwriting. Two of these cards mounted would make 
an appropriate additional page to be bound up in the 
volume, and I shall be very happy to supply any sub- 
scribers to this re-issue who desire them, if they will make 
personal written application for them. The supply is not, 
however, sufficient to go all round; so it must, I suppose, 
be, * First come, first served.' 

JOHN S. FARMER. 

18 Bury Street, 

Bloomsbury, London, W.C, 
2QUh August 1903. 
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A PBR SB» phr, 
(old colloqiual).— 
The best ; first- 
class; Ai (q,v,) : 
j^!^ Tip-top. The 
usage became 
popular and was 
extended to other 
vocables ; cf. quots. 1602 and 
1 603. As subs, = a paragon. 

c. Z470. Blind Harry, M^aUace 
[Tamibson (1869), 3o]. The Apbrsb of 
Scotland [Wallace]. 

1475. Hbnryson (or Hbndbrson), 
Test, Craseide [Spbght, ChoMcerf v. 
78]. The floure and A pbr sb of Troie and 
Greece. 

c. 1488. Crying ofAne Playe [Laing, 
Early Pop. Poet, Scotla$id, ii. 16]. The 
lampe, and A per sb of this rezioun, in 
al d^re, Of welefair, and of honestie, 
Renowne, and riche aray. 

c. Z500. MS. Cantab, Ff. ii. 38, f. 51. 
(Hazlitt, Early Pop. Poet., i. 145]. 
Thow schalt be an apbrsby, my sone, In 
mylys ij or thre. 

1501 . Dunbar, Poena, Suppt. (i 865), 
277. London, thowe arte of townes A pbr 

SB. 

1567. Drant, Horace Epist., ii. z. 
If they make them A pbr sb Abs that none 
are like to them. 

1568. Albx. Scot, Poenu (zSax), 34. 
That Dird of bliss in beauty is In erd the 
only A PBR SB. 



z6o3. Shakspbarb, Tro. and Cress., 
i. a. They say he b a very man pbr sb, 
And stands alone. 

1603. H. Pbtowb. EUta's Fnnerml 
[Brydgbs, Restituta, iii. 96]. And sing, 
ing motime Eliza's funerall, The E pbr sb 
of all that ere hath beene. 

1610. Mirr./or Mag., 37 z. Beholde 
me, Baldwine, A pbr sb of my age. 

1699. King, Furmetary, ii. And 
PBR SB AND alone, as poets use. 

Z797. Inchbald, Wives, etc., ii. i. 
She b willing to ^urt and divide her love, 
share and share alike ; but B will have all 
or none ; so poor A must remain A by 

HBRSBLP A. 

A I, phr, (common).— Prime ; 
first-class ; of the best {su quot 

1903). Also FIRST CLASS, LETTER 

A ; Ai COPPER-BOTTOMED ; and 

A I AND NO MISTAKE : Fr. 

niarqui h VA (money coined in 
Paris was formerly stamped with 
an A). Cf, A per se. 

1369. Chaucbr, Troibis and Cre- 
seide, 171. Right as our first lbttbr b 
now an A, In beautie first so stood she 
makeles. 

Z833. Marryat, Peter Simple, xliii. 
Broached molasses, cask No. i, lbttbr 
A. 

18^7. DiCKBNS, Pickwick (Z847), 
34Z- He must be a first-rater,' said Sam. 
' Ai,' replied Mr. Roker. 
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A per se. 



Aaron. 



1851. Stowb, Dred.f i. 313. An A 

NUMBBE ONB COOk, AND NO MISTAKE. 

1855. Taylor, StiU IVaiers, ii. In 
short, you're Ai, and I'm nobody. 

1857. HuGHBS, Tom frown's School- 
days^ II. vi. I want to be Az at cricket, 
and football, and all the other games. 

1861. Reynolds' s^ 34 Nov. The 
Chinese police are certainly Ax at sudi 
work. 

x86q. Teollopb, Phineas Finn^ 
xliii. I never heard such a word before 
from the lips of a young lady. Not as 
Ax ? I thought it simply meant very good. 
... Ax is a ship— a ship that is very 
good. 

X876. HiNDLBV, Cheap Jack^ 329. 
She's a prime girl, she is ; she is a numbbr 
ONE, coppER-BOTTOMBD, and can sail as 
well in her stays as out of her stays. 



X882. Punchy Ixxxii. i8x, x. I give 
a first-rate bottle of claret, a cup of Ax 
coffee, a glass of old cognac, and the best 



cigar money am buy, and then I . . . find 
that his candid opinion coincides with my 
own. 

X807. Marshall, Pontes^ 46. She 
sported her number one gloss on her hair. 
And her very best blush on her cheek. 

xgoo. NiSBET, Sheep's Clothing^ 88. 
How proud he was of his sweetheart as he 
listened I She was Ax at Lloyd's, and no 
MISTAKE about it. 

X903. Lloyds Register *¥jty,* The 
character A denotes New Ships, or Ships 
Renewed or Restored. The Stores of 
Vessels are denoted by the figures i and a ; 
I signifying that the Vessel is well and 
sufficiently found. 

2. (Fenian : obsolete). — See 
quot. Sometimes (erroneously) 
No. I. 

c. x866. H. J. Byron, MS. note 
[Hotten's Slang Dict.^ now in Brit. 
Mus.], s.v. Ax. A title for the commander 
of 900 men. 

Not knowing great A (or 

A B) FROM A BULL'S-FOOT (or 

A battledore), phr, (old).— 
Ignorant ; illiterate. See B. 

c, X40X. MS. Digby, 4X, f. 5. I know 

not AN A FROM THE WYND-MYLNE, Ne 

a B FROM A BOLE-FOOT, I txowe, ue 
thiselfnother. 



X609. Dbkkbr, Guts Home Booke^ 
3. Yon shall not neede to buy bookes, 
no, scome to distinguish a B from a 

BATTLEDORE. « 

X630. Taylor, On CoryeU. * To the 
gentlemen readers that understand a B 

FROM A battledore t ' 

x66o. Howell, Eng. Prcv.y x6. He 

KNOWETH not A B PROM A BATTLE* 
DOOR. 

x8^6. Brackenbridgb, Mod, Chio.t 
43. There were members who scarcely 

KNEW B FROM A BULL's-FOOT. 

What with A, and what 
WITH B. See What. 

To get one's A, verb, phr, 
(Harrow). — To pass a certain 
standard in the gymnasium : the 
next step is to the Gymnasium 
Eight 

To GET A, verb, phr, (Felsted 
School). — To be (practically) free 
of all restriction as to bounds : 
nominally the other bounds were, 
B = the ordinary limit, the roads 
about a mile from the school ; C 
= punishment bounds, confine- 
ment to the cricket field and 
playground ; and D = confine- 
ment to the old school-house 
playground, one of the common- 
est forms of punishment till 1876, 
when the present school-house 
was opened. C and D were also 
known respectively as Mongrel 
and Quod. 

Aaron, subs, (Old Cant).— i. A 
cadger (q,v,)\ a beggar 
mountain-guide. [Gesenius : 
* prob. Heb. Aaron is a deriva- 
tive of Haxon=a mountaineer.'] 

2. (thieves*).— The leader of a 
gang: always with 'the' as a 
prefix. 

3. (old). —A leader of the 
church. 
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AMey. 



1607. TopsBLL, Four-footed Beasts^ 
*£p. Dedic' Aarons and such as sit 
at the Helmeof the Church ... I mean 
J)oth Bishops and Doctcurs. 

Aaron's- ROD, subs,phr, (venery). 
—The penis', w^ Prick. 

Aars. See Arse. 

A.B., subs, phr, (nautical). — 'An 
A[bIe>b[oaied] ' seaman. 

Z875. Chambers* Jo,^ 627. Of all the 
European sailors by &r the most reliable 
were five stalwart A.B.'s. 

Abaa, subs, and adj. (common). — 
A term of contempt : generic. 
As subs, =a non-unionist : as adj, 
=vile, silly. 

Aback. To take aback, verb, 
phr, (colloquial). — ^To surprise ; 
to check : suddenly and forcibly. 
[Or^. nautical: in which sense 
(O.E.D.) dating from 1754.] 

1840. Hood, Up the Rhine^ 3z. 
The boy, in sea phrase, was taken all 

ABACK. 

1849. Dickens, Amer. Notes ^ 53. I 
don't think I was ever so taken aback in 
all my life. 

1878. BoswoRTH Smith, Carthag^^ 
95. For the moment taken aback by tne 
strange appearance. 

Abacter (or Abactor), subs, (old). 
— ^.^quot 1691. 

1659. Hammond, On PstUms^ cxiiv. 
14. 6^. Invaders and abactors, whose 
iM'eaking in ... is attended with the cattels 
passing through or going out. 

1691. Blount, Zoo; ZTur/. Abactors 
inbactores) were stealers of Cattle ot 
Beasts^ bj Herds, or great numbers ; and 
were distmguished from Fures. 

18x8. Annual Register, [Abridged. 
One of the tricks of the abacters of old 
Smithfield was the driving a bullock into a 
jeweller's or other shop, and during the 
confusion the abactbr's omfederates 
would help themselves to any valuables 
handy . . . one shop was so served three 
times in the year.] 



1839. Lambf Corr, with Procter ^ 39 
Jan. I thouffht ... the abactor or 
abactor's wife (vide AinswcMth) would 
suppose she had heard something ; and I 
have delicacy for a sheep^tealer. 

Abaddon, subs, (thieves*). — A 
thief turned informer ; a snitch- 
ER (q,v,), [Obviously a Jew 
fence's punning reference to 
Abaddon = the * angel of the 
bottomless pit' : Rev. ix. 1 1.] 

Abandannad (or Abandan- 
NAAD), subs, (thieves').— I. A 
handkerchief (or bandanna) thiet 
Hence (2) a petty thief. 
[Brewer: *A contraction (sic) 
of a bandanna lad.'] 

Abandoned Habit, subs, phr, 
(obsolete). — In pi. =spec. the 
riding demi-monde in Rotten 
Row. 

Abber, subs, (Harrow).— I. An 
abstract ; (2) an ABSIT {(J,v,), 

Abbess (or Lady Abbess), subs, 
(old). — A bawd ; a stewardess of 
the STEWS (^.».) : cf. Abbot ; 
Nun ; Sacristan, etc (Grose). 

1770. FooTE, LMme Lover^ L Who 
should trip by but an abbess, well known 
about town, with a smart little nun. 

1782. WoLCOT [P. Pindar], Odes to 
the Pope, Ode ii. [IVorhs Pubhn. 1795), 
II. 49a]. So an old abbess, for the ratt- 
ling rakes. A tempting dish of human 
nature makes, And dresses up a luscious 
maid. 

x82x. Egan, Life in London, 11. i. 
Those three nymphs ... are three nuns ; 
and the plump female is of great notoriety, 
and generally designated the abbess. 

1840. W. KiDD, London and all Its 
Dangers. Wretches who traffic in the 
souls and bodies of their helpless victims 
are called lady abbesses. 

Abbey. To bring an abbey to 
A GRANGE, verb, phr, (old). — ^To 
squander. Also able to buy 
AN ABBEY (Ray : ' we Speak it 
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Abbey-laird, 



Abbot 



of an unthrift '). Among kindred 
expressions are : To bring a noble 
to ninepence ; to make of a lance 
a thorn ; to make of a pair of 
breeches a purse ; to thwite a 
mill-post to a pudding-prick ; 
' "' is d^ 



' His windmill 
nut • cracker 
lay-sister. 



iwindled into a 
from abbess to 



Abbey- LAIRD, subs, pkr. (old 
Scots). — An insolvent debtor : 
spec of one sheltered in the 
sanctuary of Holyrood Abbey. 

1709. FouNTAiNHALL, Decisions^ 11. 
518. If he offered to go back to the 
Abbey, and was enticed to stay, and 
hindered to go. 

<:. X776. Cock Laird [Herd, Ballads^ 

II. 36]. When broken, firae care The fools 
are set free, When we make them cock 

LAIRDS IN THE ABBEY, quOth she. 

z86x. Chambers, Dom. Ann, Scot.^ 

III. 940. The Abbey lairds . . . were 
enablea to come forth on that day [Sun- 
day], and mingle in their wonted society. 

Abbey-lubber (or Loon), subs, 
(old). — An idler; a vagabond: 
orig. (prior to the Reformation) 
a lazy monk or hanger-on to a 
religious house. Hence abbey- 
LUBBBR-UKB = lazy, thriftless, 
ne'er-do-well. See Lubber. 

1509. Barclay, Poems [Percy Soc., 
lucii. p. xxxvi]. [All] abbey lowne or 
limnier of a monke. 

Z538. STARKBY,i&>t^^<(M<u/ (1871), 131. 

The nuryschyng also of a grete sorte of 
idul abbey-lubbarys wych are apte to no 
thyng but ... to ete and drynke. 

1563. The Bumynge of Paules 
Church [Halliwbll]. The most of that 
which they did bestow was on the riche, 
and not the poore indede / . . but lither 
LUBBERS that might worke and would not. 
In so much that it came into a commen 
proverbe to call him an abbay-lubber, 
that was idle, wel fed, a long lewd lither 
knterer, that might worke and would not. 

1570. Barnabe Googe, Po^h 
Kingdonu^ ii. 2q. So abby lubber lykb 
they Hue & Lordes they called bee. 



1589. Nashb, Anmi, Absur.f 7. 
Those exiled Abbib-lubbbrs, from whose 
idle pens, proceded those wome out im- 
pressions of the feyned no where acts, of 
Arthur <^ the rounde table. 

z6zx. CoTGRAVB, DtcL^ s.v. Archi' 
marmitoH'^rastiguet an Abbey-lubber, 
or Arch-frequenter oX the Cloyster beefe- 
pot or beefe-boyler. 

1648. Herrick, Hesperidesy *The 
Temple,* i. ia8. Of CIoyster-Monks they 
have enow, I, and their Abby-Lubbbrs, 
too. 

i6<s. Fuller, Church History^ 1. v. 
38. Abbey labourers, not Abbey-lubbbrs 
like their Successours in after-Ages. 

1680. Dryden, Spanish Friar^ iii. 
3. This is ... no ^ huge, overgrown 
ABBEY lubber ; this is but a diminutive 
sucking friar. 

1693. Robertson, Phras, Gen,^ 446, 
A pomdge-belly Friar, an abbey lubber. 

1705. HiCKERiNGiLL, Priest'Cr.^ 11. 
iv. 45. The Dissolution of Mcmasteries 
that fed Abby-Lubbbrs and wanton Nuns. 



Abbot, subs, (old).— A bawd's 
man; a ponce (^.v.): see 
Abbess. Whence abbot on 

THE CROSS (or CROZIBRBD 

abbot) = the bully {<j,v,) of a 
brothel. 

Abbot (or Lord) of Mis- 
rule, subs, phr, (old). —The 
leader of the Christmas revels: 
su quots. Also (Scots) Abbot 
OF Unreason, and Fr. Abbi de 
Liesse ( = Abbot of Joy). 

1591. Lyly, Endimion^ v. 2. No 
Epi, love is a lord op misrule, and 
keepeth the Christmas in my corps. 

1603. Stowe, London^ 72. First, at 
Christmasse, there was in the kinge's 
house, wheresoever hee was lodged, a 
LORD OP misrulEj or mayster of mene dis- 
porters, and the like had ye in the house 
of every noble man, of honor or good 
worshippe, were he spuituall or temporall. 
—These lordes, beginning theur rule on 
Alhollon eve, continued the same till the 
morrow after the feast of the Purifioition. 
commonly called Candlemas day. In all 
which space there were fine and subtile 
disguisings, maskes, and mummeries, etc. 
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Abbott^ Priory. 



Abigail. 



1833. Nares, Glossary^ s.v. Mis- 
EULB. There is little doubt that all these 
contrivances for encouraging and enliven- 
ing the sp<»ts of Christmas, were derived 
frcm the more ancient feast of the Boy- 
Bishop^ which being found superstitious, 
and liable to various abuses, was put 
down by proclamation, in 154a. 

Abbotts' Priory, subs, phr, 
(obsolete). —The King's Bench 
prison: Abbot's Park = the 
rules thereof (Gross, 1823, Bbe). 
[Sir Charles Abbott, afterwards 
Lord Tenterden, was Lord C-J. 
of the King's Bench, 1818.] 

A, B, C (The), subs, phr, 
(common).— I. The A, B, C 
(= Alphabetical) Railway Guide. 

2. (London). '— An establish- 
ment of the Abated Brea^d Com- 
pany : orig. bakers, now refresh- 
ment caterers. Hence A.B.C.- 
GIRL = a waitress therein. 

3. (Christ's Hospital). — A\t, 
Aead and Cheese on 'going 
home night' 

4. (old). — Generic for begin- 
nings. Thus, LIKE (or AS EASY 
as) ABC=&cile, as simple as 
learning Uie alphabet ; down to 
THE ABC=aown to first prin- 
ciples, or the simplest rudiments. 

Z595. Shakspbare, Kingjohn^ L i. 
Z96. Ajid then comes answer like an 
Abseybook. 

1890. Whiteing, John Street^ iv. 
He lacks everything— clothing, flesh to 
hang it on, all the amenities prestmiptively 
down to the A B C 

5. (venery). — The female pu- 
dendum \ ue Monosyllable. 

Abear, verb, (colloquial or vulgar). 
—To endure ; to suffer. [O.E.D. : 
'A word of honourable an- 
tiquity ; widely diffused in the 



dialects ; in London reckoned as 
a vulgarism.* Quots. are given 
dated 885, 1175, and 1230, with 
a gap to 1836-7 infra,^ 

1836. Dickens, Sketches (1850), 151. 
a. The young lady denied having formed 
any such engagements at all — she couldn't 
abear the men, they were such deceivers. 

1855. Atkinson, Whitby Glossary^ 
s.v. She cannot abear that man, very 
much dislikes him. 

1864. Tennyson, Northern Farmer^ 
64. I couldn ABEAR to See it. 

Abel. See Indorse. 

ABELWHACKETS. 5«tfABLEWHAC- 
KKTS. 

Aberdeen Cutlet, subs, phr, 
(common). — A dried haddock : 
cf. Billingsgate pheasant. 

Abigail, subs, (old).— A waiting- 
woman; a lady's maid. [Abi- 
gail, a waiting gentlewoman in 
The Scornful Lady (1616) by 
Beaumont and Fletcher : also 
see I Sam. xxv. 24-31.] Hence 
Abigailship (Grose). Cf, 
Andrew, Acres, etc. 

1663. KiLLiGREW, Parson's Wed- 
ding, ii. 6 (DoDSLEV, Old Plays (1780), 
xL ^ 390]. The welcomest thing to Mrs. 
Abi^il [a waiting woman], except 7V^ 
and Tom in the stock. 

1666. Pepys. Diary, iv. 195. By 
coach to the King s play-house, and there 
saw * The Scornful Lady ' well acted ; Doll 
Common doing Abigail most excellently, 
and Knipp the widow, very well. 

1693. Congreve, Old Bachelor, iii. 
6. I bqg^n to smoke ye : thou art some 
forsaken Abigail we have dallied with. 
Ibid. i^iioQ), Way of the World, v. i. A 
botcher of second-hiand marriages between 
Abigails and Andrews. 

1694. Reply to Lad, and Bach. 
Petit. [Harl. Misc., iv. ^l Whereas 
they [the chaplains] petition to be freed 
from any obligation to marry the chamber 
maid, we can by no means assent to it ; 
die ABIGAIL, by munemorial custom, being 
a deodand, and belonging to holy Church. 
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Abingdon-law, 



Abracadabra, 



d,ijo^ Brown, IVorks^ L 6. It b 
ten to one but there b an Abigail . . . 
that must be married. 

1709. Ward, Temefilius^ vL 11. 
Abigail . . . was Aminidab's servant till 
happening to uncover her Nakedness . . . 
he thought it best ... to take the Damsel 
to Wife. 

17x5. Addison, Drummer^ iL i. 
Here comes Abigsiil, I must tease the 



Z727. SoMB^viLLB, Fables^ ' Officious 
Messenger.' Her ladyship b^^ to call. 
For harbhom and her Abigail. 

17^9. Smollett, Gil Bias (1812), 
IV. I luiow well enough how to behave 
with ABIGAILS and actresses. 

17^ Fielding, Tom Jones^ xi. iL 
The mbtress was no sooner in bed than 
the maid prepared to follow her example. 
She b^an to make many apologies to ner 
sbter ABIGAIL for leaving her alone. 

1771. Smollett, Humphry Clinker 
^18x5), 57. An antiquated Abigail dressed 
m her lady's cast dothes. 

X803. Jane Porter, Thaddeus 
[Warns], 72. The appellation ' Mbtress ' 
put her in mind of her . . . abigailship. 

X809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], iiL Thb precious Abigail . . . 
was just as young, just as pretty, and 
just as loose as her mbtress. 

X827. Lytton, Pelkamt xxiiL At 
the end of that time the Abigail released 
me. 

X837. Carlvlb. Diamond Necklace. 
Mantua-maker, souorette, court-b^gar, 
fine lady Abigail, and scion of royalty. 

x8^8. Eliot, Mr, Gil/its Love-Story^ 
iii. Mrs. Sharp, then a blooming Abigail 
of three-and-thirty, entered her lady's pri- 
vate room. 

xooo. Lynch, High Stakes^ viii. 
Van Duyn turned to the Abigail. ' May 
we open the window ? ' 'If the gentleman 
pleases,' the woman returned stiffly. 



Abingdon -LAW, subs, phr, (old).— 
Summary punishment : cf, Staf- 
ford-law ; Lydford-LAW ; 
Scarborough- WARNING, etc. 
[In 1645, lord Essex and Waller 
held Abingdon, in Berks, against 
Charles I. The town was un- 
successfully attacked by Sir 



Stephen Hawkins in 1644, and 
by prince Rupert in 1645. ^ 
these occasions the defenders put 
every Irish prisoner to death with- 
out trial] 

Ablewhackets (or Abelwhac- 
KET8), subs, (nautical : obsolete). 
— See quot (Grose). 

1867. Smyth, Sailor's Word Book^ 
s.v. Able-whackbts. a popular sea 
game with cards, wherein the loser is 
beaten ov^ the palms of the hands with a 
handkerchief tightly twisted like a rope. 
Very popular with homy-fisted sailors. 

Aboard, adv, (old). — See^xxot, 

1758. Dyche, Z?ftc/., s.v. Aboard. In 
sports and games this phrase signifies that 
the person or side in the game that was 
either none, or but few, has now got to be 
as many as the other. 

About. See East (Suppt); 
Right; Size. 

Above. See Bend ; Par (Suppt ) ; 
Hooks ; Huckleberry ; Per- 
simmon. 

Abracadabra, subs, (old).— i. A 
cabaUstic word, formerly used as 
ac^uirm. Hence (2), any word- 
charm, verbal jingle, gibberish, 
nonsense, or extravagancy. 

Additional MSS, [Brit. 



wold stanch blood, or heal the toothake, 
althogh the partyes wer 10 myle of. 

1687. Aubrey's Remaines of Gentil- 
ismCi 124 ^1881). [In this work abraca- 
dabra is given arranged trianglewise, as a 
spell.] Ibid. (1696), Misc.^ 105. Abraca- 
dabra, a mysterious word, to which the 
superstitious in former times attributed a 
magical power to expel Diseases. 

171 1, spectator i No. 221. I would 
not have my reader surprised, if hereafter 
he sees any of my papers marked with a Q, 
a Z, a Y, an &c., or with the word abraca- 
dabra. 
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X7S2. Dbpoe, Journal oftk* Plague 
[Brayley (1835), ^]. 'This mystenous 
word [abracadabra], which, written in 
the form of a triangle or a pyramid, was 
resarded as a talbman or charm of wonder- 
ful power. It originated in the supersti- 
tions of a very remote period, and was 
recommended as an antidote b^ Serenus 
Siunmonicus, a Roman physician, who 
lived in the early part of the third century, 
in the reigns of the emperors Severus and 
Caracalla. Its efficacy was reputed to be 
most powerful in agues and other disorders 
of a febrile kind, and particularly a^nunst 
the fever called by the physicians Hemi* 
tritaeus.' 

1839. Coleridge, Aids to Refl, 
(1848), I. 130. Leave him ... to retaliate 
the nonsense of blasphemy with the abra- 
cadabra of presumption. 

1837. Barham, Ingoldsby Legends^ 
*Lay of St, Dunstan. The words of 
power! ... I know there are three, 
And Abracadabra . . . is one of them. 

1879. Littrary Worlds 5 Dec.^ 358, 
2. The new abracadabra of saence, 
'organic evolution.' 



AlRAHAM, subs, (venery).— I. The 
penis : see Prick and cf, Abra- 
ham's BOSOM = the female puden- 
dum, 

2, (East End).— A cheap 
doUiier's ; a SLOP (g,v, ), or HAND^ 
ME-DOWN shop Q,v,), Hence, 
Abraham work = ill-paid work ; 
sweated labour {see Abraham- 
man). 

Adj. (old).— I. 'Auburn': 
formerly written adern and abron. 
Also Abram and Abraham- 
coloured. 

1592. KvD [?], SoUman and Perseda 
[DoDSLBV, Old Plays (Hazlitt), v. 363]. 
Where is the eldest son of Priam, That 
Abraham-coloured Trojan? 

1599. Hall, Satires, 111. v. 7. A 
lustie courtier whose curled head, With 
ABRON locks was fairely furnished. 

i6o2. MiDDLETON, Blurt^ Mostcr 
Constable. Over all A goodly, long, thick, 
Abraham-colour'd beard. 



1607. Shakspearb, Coriolatmsy ii. 
3. 21. Some brown, some black, some 
Abram [folio 1683 ' auburn '], some bald. 

1627. Peach AM, Compute Geni,y 15^. 
I shall pass to the exposition of certain 
colours — Abram-colour, i./. brown, au- 
BURNB or ABBORNB, I./., iMTOwn or l»own- 
black. 

1656. Lau. Price, Jack in a Box 
[Ashton, Humour^ etc., 200]. Browne, 
or Abraham Colour, thats halfe Nits and 
half Lice. 

2. See Abraham-man. 

Abraham Grains, subs, (thieves' : 
obsolete).— A publican brewing 
his own beer. 

Abraham-man (Abram, Abram- 
man or Abram-cove), subs, phr, 
(Old Cant). — See quots. : also 
Bedlam beggar {q,v,) and Tom 
OF Bedlam. [These sturdy 
beggars roamed the country, beg- 
ging and stealing, down to the 
period of the Civil Wars. ] Hence 
TO SHAM (or DO) Abram (or TO 
Abraham sham)=(i) to feign 
madness ; and (2) to sham sick 
(nautical). Also Abram, adj,^ 
( I ) naked (Grose), (2) = mad, and 
(3)= shamming sick ; Abraham- 
work = shams of all kinds, feilse 
pretences : whence to go on 
THE Abraham suiT=to resort 
to trick or artifice. Su Abra- 
ham, subs, 2, [The Mad Tom 
of ^in£ Hear is an Abram-man : 
see Ed^'s description, iii. 4.] 

1567. Awdeley, Prat, of Vaca- 
bondes. An Abraham-man b he that 
walketh bare-armed, and bare-l^ged, and 
fayneth hymselfe mad, and caryeu a packe 
of wool, or a styck with baken on it, or 
such lyke toy, and nameth himself poore 
Tom. 

157^. Harman, Caveat (18x4), 29. 
These Abraham men be those that fayn 
themselves to have bene mad, and have 
bene kept either in Bethlehem, or in some 
other pryson a good time, and not one 
amongst twenty that ever came in prison 
for any such cause. 
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x6xo. 'RamMXt^ Marim Mark-mUf 
36 (H. Qub's Repr., 1874). Abram 
madde. He mannas Abram, he b^s as 
a madde man. 

x633. Flbtchbr, Btgpeu^s Buskf ii. 
X. Jarkman, or Patrico, Cranke, or 
Clapper-dudffeon, Frater, or Abram-man ; 
I sptak to aJl That stand in fair election 
for the title Of king of beggars. 

1635. Massingbr, New Way to Pay 
Old DehtSi iL x. Are they paidders or 
Abram-men that are your consorts? 

1633. I>B,KKXRt Eng.VilUuiies. The 
Abraham covb u a Instie strong rogue 
who walketh with a slate about nis 
quarrons. 

X67X. R. Hbad, English Rc>gH€, i. 
V. 47 (1874). Abram, naked. 

c, 1696. B. E., Diet. Cant, Crew. s.v. 
Abram-mbn, c. the seventeenth Order of 
the Canting-crew. Besgers antickly 
trick'd up with Ribbands, Red Tape, 
Foxtails, Ka^ etc, pretending Madness 
to palliate theu: Thefts of Poultrey, Linnen, 
etc. 

1734. E. Coles, Eng, Diet. Abram 
COVE, naked or poor man. 

1759. Goldsmith, Citizen of the 
Worlds cxix. He swore that I understood 
my business perfectly well, but that I 
shammed Abraham merely to be idle. 

X785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue^ s.v. 
Abram cove. A cant word among tlueves, 
agnifying a naked m poor man ; also a 
lusty strong rogue. Ibtd. Abram sham. 
To pretend sidmess. 

x833. Nares, Glossary^ s.v. Abra- 
ham-men. A set of vagabonds, who 
wandered about the country, soon after the 
dissolution of the religious houses; the 
provision for the poor in those places being 
cut off, and no other substituted. 

X835. Scott, St. Ronan's Well, xxi. 
There is a trick for you to find an Abram- 
man, and save sixpence when he b^s as a 
disbanded seaman. 

X830. HooDj Ode to Rae Wilson. I 
own I shake my sides at ranters. And treat 
sham Abr'am saints with wicked banters. 

1849. BrontA, Shirley, xxxiii. 
Matthew, sceptic and scoffer, . . . mut- 
tered some words, amongst which the 
phrase shamming Abraham had been 
very distinctly audible. 

X859. Matsbll, Vocabuhimt 8.v. 
Abraham Cove. A naked or poor man ; 
a b^^r in rags. 



You 



X887. £ 
cadgers 



on the Abram-sham. 



x8oo. Besant, Ortutge Girl, X48. 
Your Coudn Biathew u as mad as an 
Abram-man. 

Abraham Newland, suds. ^ A 
bank note (Grose, Bee). [Abra- 
ham Newland was chief cashier 
to the Bank of England, from 
1778 to 1807.] Hence to sham 
Abrahams to forge bank paper 
{see Abraham-man). 

c. X778-X807. DiBDiN, Song, I have 
heard people say that sham Abraham 
you may ; ah, every day ; But you must 
not SHAM Abraham Newland. 

1839. Scott, Letter [Croher Pe^^ers, 
II. 36]. A bank note seems to terrify 
everybody out of their wits, and they will 
rather eive up their constitution to Hunt 
and Cobbett than part with an Abraham 
Newland to preserve it. 

Abraham's- BALM, subs.phr. (old). 
— Hanging : see Ladder. 

Abraham's-bosom, subs, pkr, 
(common). — i. Dead and gone 
to heaven : cf. quot and Luke 
xvi. 22. 

XS99. Shakspeare, Henry K, iL ^. 
Nay, sure [FalstafiTs] not in hell : he's in 
Arthur's bosom, if ever man went to 
Arthur's bosom. 

a. (venery). — ^The female pu- 
dendum : see Monosyllable. 

Abraham's Eye, subs. phr. (old). 
— 5(f< quot 

x5[?]* MS. on Magic. [Here given 
as a magical charm, the application^ <A 
which was supposed to deprive a thief, 
who refused to confess his crime, of eye- 
sight.] 

Abraham's Willing, subs, phr. 
(rhyming). — A shilUng: see 
Rhino. 

Abroad, adu, (colloquial). — i. 
Wide of the mark ; out of one's 
reckoning ; perplexed. 
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zSax. Fast^f i. 355. In the fourth 
round he came in all abroad, and got 
a doubler in the bread-basket. 

1837. Barham, Ingolds, Legends^ 
* Legend of Dover.' To m all abroad — 
to be 'stumped,' not to know where To 
go— so disgraced. 

z8^8. DiCKBNSf J^TicA. NickUbyt vL 
33. I m only a httle abroad. Ihid, 
C1840), Oid Curiosity Shop, Ixi. *My 
mend!' repeated Kit, * you're all 
ABROAD, seemingly,' retumai the other 
man. 

1846. Thackeray, Vanity Fair, v. 
At the twelfth round the latter champion 
was ALL ABROAD . . . had lost all presence 
of mind, and power of attack or ddence. 

1876. M. Arnold, Lit, amd Dogma, 
244. The first deals successfully with 
nearly the whole of life, while the second 
is all ABROAD in it. 

To COME ABROAD, verd, phr, 

(Winchester Coll.). —To return 
to school work after sickness. 
When on the sick list he is 
CONTINENT (^.z^.): cf. Old Eng. 
usages oat of ones house or 
abode (Langland, Udall, 
Shakspbare). Also to be 

FURKBD ABROAD ss to be sent 

back to school after goin^ ' Con- 
tinent ' : an implication of 
shamming. 

Abroaded, adj, and ado, (old).— 
See quot. and cf. Abroad. 

1876. M ANTON, Slantpuma, zi. 
Fadiionable slans for a noble defaulter on 
the Omtinent (jsic) to avoid creditors. 
It was police slang iat convicts sent to 
a colonial or penal settlement, but it b 
also applied by thieves to imprisonment 
merely. 

Ab8, intj, (Winchester ColL)— i. 
* Absent ' : placed against the 
name of a boy when absent from 
school 

Verb, — I. To take away. 
Formerly, circa 1840, to abs a 
tolly (candle), meant to put it 
out ; now it = to take it away, 



whether lighted or unlighted : 
the modern notion {q,v,) for 
putting it out being to ' dump ' 
It 

3. To get (or put) away ; 
generally in the imperative : e,g, 
* ABS I * Hence, to abs quickly 
=TO STIR one's stumps {q,v,) or 
to put things away with speed. 

To HAVE one's wind ABSBD = 

to get a BREATHER (q,v,) in the 
stomach. 

AescoTCHALATER, subs, (thieves'). 
- — *One in hiding from the 
police' : cf. Absquatulate. 

Absence, stibs, (Eton). — Names- 
calling. 

1856. Lbttsom, Floggmuaya, 6. 
So the Lord of Pnggawau^ iJaia on 
them an extra absbncb. 

1865. PeM Mall Gas,, 8 June^ xo. 
Absbncb, as it is called at Eton, requuinj; 
the presence of the boys to answer their 



1867. Collins, Pitilic Schools, 174. 
The elevens were made up, as they^ best 
might, out of such adventurous spirits as 
dared to skip * roll-calls ' and absbncb for 
the purpose. 

Absent. Absent without 
LEAVE, ach. phr, (thieves'). — 
Said of one who hu broken 
prison ; or (common) absconded. 

Absentee, subs, (Australian).— A 
convict. 
1837. Jas. Mudib. Felonry of New 
South JVales, vii. Tne ludicrous and 
affected philanthropy . . . advertising run- 
away convicts under the soft and gentle 
name of absbntbbs. 

Absent-minded Beqqar, subs, 
phr, (conmion). — Tommy Atkins 
{q,v,)', popularised by Kipling's 
verses in aid of the wives and 
children of soldiers serving in 
South Africa during the Boer War. 

Absit, subs, (Cambridge). — 5*^^ 
quot. 
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1886. DiCKBNs's Dictionary of tJu 
Universiiv of Cambridgt^ p. %. Every 
undergraduate wishing to leave Cambridge 
for a whole day, not including a night, 
must obtain an absit from his tutor. 
Permission to go away for a longer period 
... is called an ' exeat.' 

Abskize (or Abschize), verb 
(American). — To decamp : see 
Bunk. [Said to be of Western 
origin, circa 1833.] 

Absquatulate (or Absquoti- 
LATE), verb, (American). — To 
decamp; to skedaddle {q.v,). 
See Bunk. 

1833. Bernard, The Ktntuckian. 
[It is stated that 'absquatulate' was 
first used in this play. The ' book,' how- 
ever, b ' un-get-at-able ' this side of the 
Atlantic.] 

1840. Hauburton, Clockmaker^ 3 
S. xiv. What's the use of l^s but to 
ABSQUOTILATB iiidth . . . when traps are 
sot for you? 

1847. New York Herald [Bart- 
lettJ. W. was surrendered by his bail 
. . . fearing he was about to absquatu- 
late. 

1856. Dow, Sermons, u 247. Hope's 
brightest visions absquatulate with their 
golden promises . . . and leave not a shin- 
plaster behind. 

1861. Lamont, Seahorses, xi. 179. 
He . . . heard us . . . and prepared to 
absquatulate. 

1867. Broughton, Cometh Up as a 
Flower, You'd thank me to absquatu- 
late, as the Yankees say. ... I will in a 
minute. 

1870. Punch, 18 Jan., 23. i. I hope 
I majr be occasionally permitted to enjoy 
it again. Bows, and absquatulates. 

1884. D. Telegraph. 20 August. 6. i. 
In Rabelaisian phrase, 'absquashed and 
absquatulated. ' 

Abuse, subs, (old : now mainly 
conventional). — i.— Defloration ; 
(2) copulation ; and (3) mastur- 
bation. As wr^=(i) to violate; 
(2) to copulate ; and (3) TO frig 
\q.v.). Hence abuser =(1) a 



seducer, a ravisher ; (2) a 

MUTTON MONGER {q.V*)\ and (3) 

a masturbator. 

^553. Lyndesav, Monarchie, i. 1236. 
Quhow men and wemen schamefiillye 
Abusit thame selfis vnnaturallye. 

1580. Sidney, Arc., 11. Was it not 
enough for him to have deceived me, and 
through the deceit abused me, and after 
the abuse forsaken me? 

1608. Fletcher, Faithful Shepk., i. 
23a Retire awhile Behind this Bush, till 
we have known that vile Abuser of young 
Maidens. 

i6xz. Bible, Judges xix. 25. And 
abused her all the night until the morn- 
ing. Ibid,, z Cat, vi. 9. Nor adulterers 
. . . nor ABUSERS oi themselves with man- 
kind. 

Z75X. Chambers' CycL, s.v. Abuse. 
Self-ABUSE is a phrase used by some late 
writers for the crune of self-pollutioa. 

1767. FoRDVCE. Sermons to Young 
IVomen, i. i. 9. He that abuses you 
dishonours his mother. 



Academy, subs, (old).— i. A gang 
of thieves ; (2) a rendezvous for 
thieves, harlots, or gamesters ; and 
(3)a prison. Hence academician 
= ( I fa thief ; and ( 2) a harlot Also 
buzzing-academy = a training 
school for pickpockets ; canting- 
academy = (i) a common 
lodging-house, a dossing-ken 
(q,v,), or house of call for beg- 
gars, and (2) a likely house for 
working (q,v,)i floating- 
academy = the hulks; charac- 
ter-academy = a resort of ser- 
vants without characters, which 
are there concocted ; and 
gammoni ng - ACADEMY = a re- 
formatory (6. E., Grose, Bee, 
Matsell). 

1668. Lestrange^ Quevedo (1678), 
X43. Gaming Ordinaries are called Aca- 
demies. 

Accident, subs, (conventional).— 
I. Seduction ; and (2) = a 
bastard : see By-blow. 
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Accommodate, verb, (old collo- 
quial : now recognised). — I. To 
equip ; to supply ; to provide. 
QoNSON, Disctveries : one of 
* the perfumed terms of the time.' 
Halliwbll : the indefinite use 
is well ridiculed by Bardolph's 
vain attempt to define it (see quot 

1597) • (/• (modem) TO ACCOM- 
MODATE with a loan, or with cash 
for a cheque.] 

1597. Shakspearb, 3 Hen. /K, iii. 
8. 77. Skal. Accommodated ! it comes of 
' accommodo ' : very good : a good phrase. 
Bard, Pardon me, sir: I have heard the 
wOTd . . . Accommodated ; that is, when 
a man is, as they say, accommodated ; 
or when a man is, bemg, whereby a' mav 
be thought to be accommodated ; which 
b an excellent thing. 

1598. JoNSON, Every MaH^ i. 4. 
Hostess, accommodate us with another 
bed-staff here quickly. Lend us another 
bed-staffe — the woman does not under- 
stand the words of action. Ibid. (1601), 
Poetaster^ iii. 1. Here's all I have, Cap- 
tain, some five nd twenty ; pray, sir, will 
3rou present and accommodate it unto the 
gentleman? 

T637. Lisander and Calister^ iii. ^3. 
To goe unto Paris to accommodate him 
there of such things as were most necessary. 

1672. Jordan, Lond. Triumph, 
[Heath, Grocers' Contp. (i860), 489.] 
Three score and six poor men, pensioners, 
accommodated with Gowns and Caps. 

1725. Defoe, Voy. Round World 
(1840), 369. We had wax candles brought 
m to accommodate us with light. 

1794. Williams, Hist. Vermont^ 
9^. His hind feet are accommodated 
with webs. 

1847. Halliwell, Archaic Words ^ 
etc., s.v. Accommodate. A very fashion- 
able wcHrd in Shakspeare's time, ridiculed 
both by him and Ben Jonson. 

2. (old). — See quot 

Z785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue^ s.v. 
Accommodate or Accommodation. In 
the Sporting World it is to part a bet, or 
to let a person go halves (that is to accom- 
modate him) in a bet that is likely to 
come off successful. It b also, in an 
ironical manner, to believe a person when 
von are well assured he is uttering a lie ; 
by observing you believe what he is say- 
ing, merely to accommodate him. 



3. (venery).— To serve {q,v,) 
a woman : see Greens and Ride. 

Also LADY OF ACCOMMODATING 

MORALS = a prostitute : see Tart ; 

ACCOMMODATION HOUSE - a 
BED-HOUSE (^.».). 

1823. Bee, Did. Turf^ s.v. Aunt 
... an accommodation-housb, where 
half-modest women resort, as to a relative 
or aunt's. Ibid. Tubes (Mrs.)— any lady 
who's home is 'an accommodation' to 
persons whose desire of seclusion is 
temporary. 

Acco M PA N Y, verb, (euphemis- 
tic). — To cohabit: su GREENS 
and Ride. 

c. 1500. Retnedie of Loue [Chalmers, 
i. 542). If she be not accompanidb. How 
accompanied, not with yong men. But 
with maidens, I meane or women. 

1634. Sir T. Herbert, Travels^ 374. 
The phasma . . . accompanies her, at 
least as she imagines. 

1660. Coke, Power and Subj.^ i6x. 
We teach, that upon Festival and Fastinj; 
times every man forbear to accompany his 
wife. 

1670. Milton, Hist. Eng.^ v. [He] 
loved her and accompanied with her 
only, till he married Elfrida. 

Account. To cast up 

ACCOUNTS (one's GORGE, or 
RECKONING), verb, phr, (Old 
Cant).— I. To vomit; TO CAT 
(or SHOOT THE CAT)(^.z^.) : orig, 
TO CAST, thence by punning 
extension (Ray, Grose). Also 
(nautical) TO audit one's 
accounts at the court of 
Neptune. 

1484. Caxton, Curial^ 6. We ete so 
gredyly . . . that otherwhyle we caste it 

Vp AGAYN. 

1594. Lyly, Mother Bombie. ii. i. 
I carouse to Prisius . . . wee shall cast 
UP OUR accounts, and discharge our 
stomackes, like men that can digest any- 
thing. 

1507. Shakspeare, 2 Hen. /K., i. 3. 
06. Thou beastly feeder, art so full of him 
That thou provokst thyself to cast him 

UP? 
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1607. Dekkbr, Westward Ho€^ v. i. 
I woula not have 'em cast up their 
ACCOUNTS here, for more than they mean 
to be drunk this twelvemonth. 

1639. Barlb, Mtcro,^ 56. 'A 
Meere Emptie Wit' [Arbbr], 80. A 
nauseating stomacke . . . where there is 
nothing to cast vp. 

1633. Rogers, Trtai, Sacr.f i. za. 
Searches himselfe and casts up his gorge. 

1674. HogaiH'Mogmmidts^ 49. She, 
whilst m Womb the Hogan mounts, B^nn 
to cast up her Accounts . . . Withgolpe 
and gripes spewing her guts oat. 

z6oo. Mottbux, Rabcltds, v. xxii. 
Poor Fanulfe fiurly cast up his accounts, 
and gave up his halfpenny. 

z8o8. R. Anderson, Cu$iib, Ball, 26. 
The breyde she kest up her accounts 
In Rachel's lap. 

2. (thieves'). —To turn Queen's 
evidence. 

To GO ON THE ACCOUNT, verb, 

phr, (old nautical). — ^To join a 
filibustering or buccaneering ex- 
pedition ; to turn pirate. 
[Ogilvie : 'probably from the 
parties sharing, as in a com- 
mercial venture. T 

i8xa. Scott, Lttter to a Friend, I 
hope it is no new thing for gentlemen of 
fortune who are going on the account 
to change a captain now and then. 

To ACCOUNT FOR (sporting). — 
To Idll ; literally to be answerable 
for bringing down one's share of 
the shooting : to make away with. 

18^48. Thackeray, Vanity Fair, 
XX. The persecuted animals [rats] bolted 
above ground : the terrier accounted for 
one, the keeper for another. 

1858. Times, 19 Nov., 'Letter from 
Lahore.' In the course of one week they 
were htmted up and accounted for ; and 
you know that in Punjab phraseology 
accounting for means the extreme fate 
due to mutineers. 

To GIVE A GOOD ACCOUNT OP, 

verb, phr, (sporting). To be 
successful ; to do one's duty by : 
e,g, 'The stable gave a good 
ACCOUNT of their trainer.' 



1684. Scanderbeg Redivivus, iv. 81. 
Offering that with an Army of 60,000 . . . 
he did not doubt but to give a good 
ACCOUNT OF this Summers Campaign. 

1809. Malkin. Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 92. I will GIVE you A good 
ACCOUNT OF her. ... I long to have a 
grapple with a beauty. 

AccouPLE^ verb, (venery).— To 
copulate : su Greens and Ride. 
Hence ACCOUPLEMENT=cohabi- 
tation. 

1483. Caxton, GcU L€g,, 347. 4. 
This excellence that virg3m3^ had as to 
the respect of thaccouplement (^manage 
appiereth by manyfold comparadon. 

1535. More. Rich, III, \Wcrks 
(x557)> 63* >]• Lawful! accoupling & 
. . . other things, which the doctor . . . 
rather signified tnan fully explaned. 

Z576. Lambarde, Peram., 'Kent' 
(z8a6), 339. The lawe of God maketh the 
ACCOUPLBMENT houorable amongst all 
men. 

1504. R. Carew, Men*s Wits (i6z6), 
318. If the father . . . take to wife a 
woman cold and moist in the third degree, 
the Sonne borne of such an accouplement, 
shalbe most vntoward. 

1613. Finch, Law (x6^, 369. 
Thejf were never accoupled m lawfull 
matrimonie. 



Accoutrement, js^x. (Old Cant 
— B. E. ).— In />/. = * fine rigging 
(now) for Men or Women, (for- 
merly) only Trappings for Horses. 
IVell accoutred^ c gentilly dress'd.' 
[A recognised usage firom the 
middle of the i6th century.] 

Accumulative, subs, (American). 
— A sort of journalistic sparring 
match ; a CODICIL (^.f^.). 

Accumulator, subs^ (racing).— A 
backer, successful with one horse, 
carrying forward the stakes to 
another event. 

Accustom, verb, (euphemistic). — 
To cohabit : see Ride. 
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1670. Milton, /^m/.£vm»"' Much 
better do we Britons fulfil the work of 
nature than you Romans; we, with the 
best men, accustom openly; you, with 
the basest, commit private adultery. 

Ace, subs, (old).— I. The smallest 
standard of value: also ambs- 
ace : see RAP, STRAW, etc 
Hence to bate an ACB=to 
make a slight reduction: also 

' BATE ME AN ACE, quoth Bolton ' 

=a derisive retort ; within an 
ACE (or amb's-ace)= nearly, 
within a shade ; see Ames Ace. 

xjaS. Morb, HertxUs [ Works (1557), 
170. 2j. I will not muche sticke with you 
for one ace better. 

1570. Edwards, Daman andPitkias 
[DoDSLEY, OU Plays (HazlittX iv. 77]. 
Nay, there bate an acb (guod Bolton) ; I 
can wear a horn and blow it not. 

1570. ToMSON, Cahnn's Serm.^ Tim. 
i^. 3. Such as did their best to be an acb 
above Timothie. 

1587. Gascoignb, Steele Glas. 
[Chalmers, Eng^, Poet., ii. 5^9. 3]. Better 
loke of, than loke an acb to bure. 

1593. Shakspearb, Mid, Nights 
Dreamt y. 1, 314. Less than an acb man ; 
for he is dead : he b nothing. 

c, x6oo. Camden, Remains^ * Pro> 
verbs ' [Smith (1870), 319). Bate me an 

ACE of that, QUOTH BOLTON. 

161 5. H. P[arrot]. Mastive, A 
pamphlet was of proverbs penn'd hy Polton. 
Who-ein he thought afl sorts included 
were ; Until one told him Bate m'an ace, 
QUOTH Bolton : Indeed (said he) that 
proverb is not there. 

i6i6. Haughton, EngL far m^ 
Money t ii. 2. Yet a man may want of his 
will, and bate an ace of his wish. 

z63x. Burton, Anat, Melan,^ Dem. 

_, 35. I nay be peradventure an acb 
lor« thee. 

1633. ToNSON, TeUe of a Tub^ iL x. 
Go to, 1 will not BATE him an ace on't. 

1676. Marvell, Mr, Smirke (i870, 
IV. 60. The exposer has not bated hun 

AN ACB. 

X679. Trial of Langhom^ x8. His 
Wife was but aumbs acb turned from a 
devil. 



1698. Vanbrugh, Msop, V. I. 
[Routledge. 383]. Reduced within 
AMBS-ACE of hanging or drowning. 

<£z704. Brown, Worhs^ i. 184. I 
was within an ace of being talked to 
death. 

1733. North, Lines of Norths 
(x836X III* 333. Bating him that acb he 
was truly a great man. IHd^ Examen, 
I. iiL xc8. His Lordship was within Ams- 
acb of being put in the plot. 

X737. Aquar, NtUunUtst^ * Dragon 
of Wantley ' (1858), 3*5. The CorporaUon 
w<urshipful He i^ued not an acb. 

x8oa Edgbworth, Castle Rackrentt 
38. Within ambs*acb or getting quit . . . 
of all hb enemies. 

1834. Irving, Tales of Travel^ 11. 
^3. I came within an acb of making my 
fortune. 

x88a Manchester Gnard,, 30 Oct. 
Within an ace of being carried into 
execution. 



2. (venery). — The female 
pudendum : also acb of spades 
(q»v.)x see Monosyllable. 
Hence to play one's ace and 
take the Jack (q, t^. ) = to receive 
a man : see Greens. 

See Ames-ace. 

Ace of Spades, subs, phr, (old).— 
I. A widow (Grose, Matsell), 

a. (common).— A black-haired 
woman. 

3. See Acb, sense 2. 

ACK, intj, (Christ's Hospital).— 
No ! refusal of a request, e.g,^ 
* Lend me your book.' * AcK ! * 

Ackman (Ackpirate or Ack- 
RUFF), subs, (old). — A fresh- 
water thief or pirate (Grose and 
Clark Russell). \Cf, dialectic 
Acker = flood-tide, a bore, and 
Ark.] 
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Acknowledge. To acknow- 
ledge THE CORN, verb, phr, 
(American). — To confess ; to 
make an admission : as to a 
charge, £ulure, etc. 

1846. New York Herald^ 27 June. 
The Evening Mirror very naively comes 
out and acknowledges the corn. 

1848. Pickings from the Picayune^ 
80. Enotu^h, said the Captain. I'm . . . 
gloriously hoaxed. I acknowledge the 

CORN. 

i86a Haliburton (Sam Slick), 
The Season Ticket, No. 9. ' He had a 
beard that wouldn't acknowledge the 
corn to no man's.' 

1865. Bacon, Handbook of A merica, 
II. Acknowledge the corn, to con- 
fess a charge or imputation. 

187Z. De Vere, Americanisms, aj. 
In 1828 . . . Conjgress discussin|; the 
principle of Protection . . . Mr. Wickliffe 
jumped up and said: 'Mr. Speaker, I 

ACKNOWLEDGE THE CORN.' 

1883. Sala, Living London, 97. 
Mr. Porter acknowledges the corn as 
regards his fourteen days' imprisonment, 
and is forgiven by his lovmg consort. 

Acock- HORSE (or Acock), adv, 
(colloquial).— I. See quot 1847 ; 
also (2) defiantly. 

161 X. Cotgrave, Dict.y s.v. 11 est 
d Cheval, bee is set on cock-horse ; bee 
is all a hoight, bee now begins to flaunt it. 



f 

res 



1658. T. Wall, Gods Rev. Enem. 
Ch,, Ai. There is no tyrannie like to that 
of a slave, whom vilany hath set a cock- 
horse. 

1683. E. Hooker [Pordage, Myst. 
Div., 38, Pref.]. Welth that rideth up 
a-cock-hors fpass by the term) while 
Worth holdeth but the stirrup. 

1829. Thompson, Exer. (1842), i. 10. 
The outbreak of an oppressed party, and 
setting it a-cock-horse on the oppressing 
one. 

1846. Jerrold, Chron. Clovem 
[Works (x964^, IV. 379]. A man, who, on 
his outstart m life, sets his hat acock— a 
man who defies Hymen and all his wicked 
wiles. 

1847. Halliwell, Arch. Words, 
S.V. A-cocK-HORSE. Triiunphant . . . A 
somewhat slang expression, not quite 
obsolete. 



Acorn. Horse foaled of an 
ACORN, subs, phr, (Old Cant). 
—The gallows : see Ladder and 
Nubbing-cheat (Grose). 

169^ MoTTEUX, Rabelais, v. xxviiL 
May I nde on a horse that was foaled 
OF AN ACORN, if this be not as honest a 
cod as ever the ground went upon. 

^ 1760-61. Smollett, Sir L, Greaves. 
viii. I believe as how 'tis ... a devil 
incarnate. ... I'd like to have rid a 
horse that was foaled of an acorn 
{i.e., he had nearly met with the fate of 
Abnlom). 

1827. Lytton, Pelham. IxxxiL The 
cove ... b as pretty a Tyburn blossom 
as ever was brought up to ride A horsb 
foaled by an acorn. 

1830. AiNSWORTH. Jack Sheppard 
[z88o], 8. ... As to this Uttle fellow . . . 
he shall never mount a horse foaled by 
AN acorn, if I can help it. 

Acquisitive, subs, (nonce ?). — 
Plunder ; booty ; pickings. 

i8[?]. Lbman RKOBfMan in Posses- 
sion [Sunday Times]. The officers sur> 
prised them packing up the acquisitive. 

Ac R EOC RACY, subs, (common). — 
The landed interest: c/. Snob- 
ocracy, Squattocracy, Mob- 
ocRACY, Cottonocracy, Slav- 
OCRACY, etc. 

1878. HaUberget^s Illustrated Maga- 
tine, 622. A plutocracy among the aris- 
tocracy and the acreocracy. 



Acres, 

coward 



subs, (theatrical). — A 
su quot. 



1775. Sheridan, Rivals, v. 13. 
Acres . . . My valour is certainly going t 
—it is sneaking off!— I feel it oozing out 
as it were at ue palms of my hands. 

Acrobat, subs, (music-hall). — A 
glass [i.e. 'tumbler']. 

Across. Across lots, ado, phr, 
(American). — i. By the shortest 
way ; (2)= completely. 
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1848. Lowell, BigUmt Papers, Joe 
looked roun' And see (acrost lots in a 
pond) . • ; ^A goose that on the water sot 
Ez ef awaitin' to be shot. 

1854. Neal, Charcoal Skeickss^ L 
35 [to a grumbler]: — 'You would cut 
ACROSS THE LOT, like a streak of lightning, 
if you had a chance.' 

1857. Brigham Young, Speech 
[Bartlett]. I swore in Nauvoo, when 
my enemies were looking me in the face, 
that I would send them to hell across 
lots if they meddled with me. 

1887. ScrUmef's Magazine. 'I 
didn't see Crossby go by.' *He'd have 
had to foot it by the path cross>lots,' 
replied E^zra, gravely. 

1902. Lynch, High Stakes^ xxxiL 
A person leaving ... by this footwav 
' ACROSS lots,' so to Speak, can only reacn 
the other street by going through Madame 
C's house. 

Acteon, subs. (old). —A cuckold. 
As verb^io cuckold, whence 
Actbon's BADGE = the stigma of 
cuckoldom (6. £., Grose, Bee). 

1596. Shakspeare, Merry Wrves^ 
it I. 122. Pisi. Like Sir AcTiBON he 
. . . O, odious is the name ! Ford. 
What name, sir? Pist. The horn. 

1615. Nichols, Disc. Marr. (Harl. 
Misc., III. 274]. There Is. in marriage, an 
inevitable destiny . . . which is either to 
be ACTiCONED, or not to be. 

1621. Burton. Anai. Melan.^ IIL 
III. iv. I. Husband and Cuckold in that 
age, it seems, were reciprocal terms; the 
Emperors themselves did wear AcTiCON's 

BADGE. 

1633. Marmion, Fine Companion^ v. 
2. I tum'd him into an AcTiCON at home, 
set a fair pair of horns on his head, ana 
made him a tame beast. 

c. 1658. Cleveland, Vit. Uxoris^ x. 
And thoult ACTiCON'o be. 

169A MoTTEUX. RabelaiSy v. xxxvii. 
I already see him, like another AcTiGON, 
homed, homy, homified. 

1699. Farquhar, Constant Couple^ 
i. X. Smug. Well maintain^ you no 
longer. Stand. Then your wives shall, 

old ACTiKON. 

1823. BEE,i>»r/. Turf^ S.V. ACTiEOM 

. . . There sits my Acteon, ignorant and 
homified. 



Acting Dicky, subs.phr, (nautical). 
— I. A temporary appointment 
which may, or may not, be con- 
firmed by the Admiralty; an 
* acting-order.' 

2. (legal). — A man acting in 
the name of an enrolled soliator. 

Active Citizen, subs, (common).— 
A louse : see Chates (Grose and 
Bee). 

Act (The), subs, (conventional).— 
Copulation: see Greens and 
Ride. Also the act (or deed) 

OF DARKNESS, KIND, LOVE, etc. 

1598. Shakspeare, Merchant of 
Venice^ i. 3. 84. When the work of 

feneration was Between these woolly 
reeders in the act. Ibid. (i6o5>, Lear^ 
iiL 4. 87. A serving man . . . that . . . 
served tne lust of my mbtress's heart, and 
did the act of darkness with her. Ibid. 
(1600), Pericles^ iv. 6. Bawd. If she 
would — . . . Lvs. If she'd do the deed 
OF darkness, thou wouldst say. 

161 1. Bible^ John viii. 4. This 
woman was taken in adultery, in the 
very act. 

d 1638. Carew, Poems. ' Rapture.* 
And knows as well as Lais how to move 
her pliant body in the act of love. 

Act of Parliament, subs. (old). 
— Small beer, five pints of which, 
by an Act of Parliament, a 
landlord was formerly obliged to 
give gratis to each soldier billetted 
upon him. 

Actual, subs, (common). — Money ; 
generic : see Rhino. Also the 

ACTUAL. 

1856. Dow, Sermons. As for happi< 
ness in this world without the rhino, the 
chink, or the actual, you might as soon 
think of winning a woman's afiections in a 
raffle. 

Ad (or Adver), subs, (printers').— 
An * advertisement.' 
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1854. Dickens, Household Words, 
xiii. 9. The really interesting ads are in 
the Ixxly of the paper. 

1874. Siliad^ aoo. ' Ads ' as numer- 
ous as ocean sands. 

1888. New York Times, 6 Kp. [The 
country editor's wife — ) . . . reads the 
ADS with the editor, Just to find what each 
has paid. 

X901. Free Lance, 37 Ap. 79. x. 
Some big Sheffield firm ought to oe able to 
make a roaring ad out of uiis. 

Adam, subs, (old).— i. See quot. : 
apparently a punning nonce- 

L word. [Sergeants wore BUFF 
{q,v,) livery.] 

1593. Shakspbakb, Comedy of 
Errors, iv. 3. Not that Adam that kept 
the Paradise, but that Adam that keeps 
the prison. 

2. Su Adam Tiler. 



3. (common). - 
a foreman. 



-A master man ; 



See Adam's Ale, 

The old Adam, subs, phr, 
(venery).— The/^w: seeVKiCK, 
Hence Adam's- arsenal =/^m 
and testes; Adam's own = the 
female pudendum : see Mono- 
syllable ; TO PLAY AT Adam 
and Eve (to dance Adam's 
JIG, to Adamise, or to Adam 
AND Eve iT)=to copulate : see 
Greens and Ride ; adamed= 
married. 

C.1709. Ward, Merry ^ Observations. 

ian. Much Drinking, Kissing . . . and 
lerriment till Twelve at Night ; and 
great^ dancing of Father Adam's Jigg, 
both in London and the Country all Night 
after. 

1781. Parker, Variegated Charac- 
ters. ' What, are Moll and you adambd ? ' 

Adam'8-ale (-wine, or Adam), 

subs, phr, (old).— Water (B. E. 
and Grose). 



English Synonyms. Aaua 
para ; aqua pompaginis ; nsh 
broth ; pure element 

French Synonyms. Agout; 
anisette de barbillan ; bouiUon de 
canard ; essence de parapluie; 
lance ; litnonade ; sirop (or rata- 
ficL) de grenomlles {de Paiguiire or 
de barimitre). 



German Synonym. 
wein. 



Gdnse" 



1643. Prynne, Sod. Power 0/ Pari.. 
II. 39. They have been . . . allowed 
onely a poore pittance of Adam's alb, and 
scarce a penny bread a day. 

1685. Brown, Woi^, iv. 11. Your 
claret's too hot. Sirrah, drawer, go bring 
A cup of cold Adam from the next poiiing 
spring. 

1694. MoTTBUX, Rabelais, v. xlii. 
Goodj harmless, sober Adam's liquor, 
... in a word mere element. 

1706. Ward, Wooden World, 7a. 
There's no bringing him to his true 
Temperament again but b]^ . . . the 
Bilboes, with a Week's Dieting upon 
Adam's Alb and dry Bisket. 

c. 17x2. Prior, Wandering Pilgrim. 
A Rechabite poor Will must live, And 
drink of Adam s alb. 

178(^-9. WoLCOT [P. Pindar], Lousiad, 
ii. 453. Old Adam's bbvbragb flows 
with pride. 

1838. Beckbt, Paradise Lost, ^4. 
On which, and sloes, they'd oft regale. 
And wash 'em down with Adam's Alb. 

c. 1845. Hoo^» Drinking Song, iv. 
Will drmk Adam's ale, and we'll get it 
pool measure. 

1864. BiOT [Da vies, SuM. Gloss., s.v. 
Adam's Ale). Prof. De Morgan men- 
tioned this as illustrating China ale or beer 
as applied to tea. The expression was 
quite new to M. Biot and other French- 
men. He wrote back, 'Z'Adam's alb 
qui charme tous ceux de nos philologues d 
quije la raconte.* 

1869. Blackmorb, Loma Doone. 
Ixv. Even at the door of death he could 
not drink what Adam drank, so I gave 
him a Uttle more eau-de-vie. 
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1884. Daify Telegraphy x April, 5. 
a. The spectral banquet graced by 
Adam's alb, or sick-room toast and 
water. 

1886. John Coleman, Elfie^ i. ii. 
For my part, I stuck to Adam's alb, 
which Elne brought from the spring. 

Adam'8-APPLE, subs. phr. (old 
colloquial). — See quots. Also 
Adam's-morsel. 

1586. Bbard, La Primandaye's Fr. 
Acad. (1504), II. 94. The knot or joynte 
of the necke, or Adam's morsel. 

1755* Johnson, Dict.^ s.v. Adam's 
APPLE, a prominent part of the throat. 

1847. Craig, Dict.^ s.v. Adam's- 
APPLE, so called from a superstitious 
notion that a piece of the forbidden fruit 
stuck in Adam's throat and occasioned 
this prominence. 

1865. D. TcUg.y ao July. Having 
the noose adjusted and secured by tighten- 
ing above his Adam's apple. 

1872. Huxley^ Physiol.^ vii. 178. 
The thyroid cartilage . . . constitutes 
what is commonly known as Adam's 

APPLE. 

Adam'8-ARM8, subs. phr. (com- 
mon). — ^A spade ; cf, old saw : 
*When Adam delved and Eve 
span, Who was then the gentle- 
man?* Hence Adam's profes- 
sion = spade work (/.^., garden- 
ing). 

1602. Hamlet, v. i. There is no 
ancient gentlemen but gardeners, ditchers, 
and grave-makers : They hold up Adam's 
PROFESSION. He was the first that ever 
bore ARMS. 

Adam Tiler (or Adam), subs, phr, 
(thieves').— 5if^ quots. (B. E. and 
Grose). 

C.1696. B. E., Diet. Cant. Crew. 
Adam-tiler, c. a Pickpocket's Camerade, 
who receives Stolen Money or Goods, 
and scowers off with them. 

1848. Sinks 0/ London Laid Open, 
96. Adam, a henchman, an accomplice. 

Add. To add to the list 
(racing).— To geld; *to add to 
the list of geldings in training.' 



Addition, subs, (old colloquial). — 
See quot. 
1704. CENTLrvRiL Platonick Love, 
iii. I. Milliner. Be pleased to put on the 
ADDITION, madam . . . Peeper. Addi* 
TiON is only paint, madam. 

Addition, Division, and 
Silence! phr, (American). —A 
Philadelphia catch phrase : 
properly multiplication, divi- 
sion, AND silence ! a reply 
given by William (Boss) Tweed 
when asked the proper qualifica- 
tion for a ring or trust. 
1872. W. H. Kembl^ Letter 
[Walsh, Lit. Curios., 16). He under* 
stands addition, division and silence. 
[The New York Sun . . . interpreted the 
words as meaning the arts of the lobbyist 
joined to that kind of honour practised 
even by thieves.] 

Addle. To addle the shoon, 
verb, phr. (colloquial — North). — 
To roll on the bsick from side to 
side : of horses. [In the South a 
horse is then said to 'earn a 
gallon of oats.'] 

Addle- EGG, Addle egg and Idle 
head, subs, phr, (old colloquial). 
— Anything worthless ; an 
abortion. 

1589. Pappe with an Hatchet (1844), 
iz. These Martins were hatcht of addle 
EGGBS, els could they not have such idle 
heads. 

1606. Shakspeare, Troilus and 
Cress., i. 2. 145. Pan. He esteems her no 
more than I esteem an addle egg. Ct^. 
If you love an addle egg as well as you 
love an idle head, you would eat 
chickens in the shell. 

1617. Minshew, Diet., Ductor. 
An A'dle Egge q. idle egge, because it 
is good for nothing. 

Addle-brain (-cove, -head, or 
-pate), subs, phr, (old). — A 
stupid bungler ; a dullard ; * one 
full of Whimsies and Projects, and 
as empty of Wit' (B. E. : also 
Grose). Hence as adj.^ addle- 
brained, etc. 
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1580. Ltly, Euphues [Arbbr]. 
[Oliphant, New English^ i. 606. Adjec- 
tives are applied in new senses ... a 
broad jest, adlb braines]. 

z6ox. Death Huntingdon [Dodsley, 
Old Plays (Hazlitt), vui. 219]. I ana 
my mates Like addle-pates. 

1630. Taylor, IVorks^ 11. 252. a. 
Let every idle addle-fated ^11. With 
stinking sweet Tobacco stuffe his skull. 

1641. Smectymnus, Vtndic.. etc.^ 
16,205. Call them if you will, Fopish 
fooles and addlehbads. 

1670. Hacket, Williamsy 11. 166. 
Coachman • preaichers . . . barber- 
preachers, and such addle-headed- 
companions. 

1604. MoTTEUX, Rabelais^ v. xlvi. 
Will the addle-fated wight have the 
grace to sheer off? 

1705. Vanbrugh, Confederacy^ v. 2. 
Oons! if you with your addle-head 
don't know your own jewels, I, with my 
solid one, do. 

1830. Warren, Diary Physician, 
V. I know it was every word composed 
by that abominable old addlehead, . . . 
a doodle that he is. 

1835. Thompson, Exerc.^ iii. 435. 
Calculate the addle-headbdnbss of such 
inveterate old women, as should go about 
rec(Mnmending to try Juno for dry nurse. 

1848. Dickens, Letters (1880), i. 202. 
I was quite addle-headed for the time 
being. 

1849. Craik, Ogilviesy xviii. It is 
quite too overpowering for such addle- 
pates as this gentleman and myself. 

1866. Motley, Dutch Re^ub.^ iv. v. 
633. The addle-brained Oberstein had 
confessed . . . the enormous blunder which 
he had committed. 

1880. ^ Disraeli, Endymion^ i. viii. 
Never mind Lord Waverly and such 
addlbbrains. 



Addle- PLOT, subs.phr, (common). 
— A marplot; a spoil-sport; *a 
Martin-mar-air (6. £. and 
Grose). 

Adjective Jerker, subs, phr, 
(literary). — ^A writer for the 
press; ink-slinger (^.z/.). 



1888. Globe Democrat [St Louis], 
29 April. A three-line letter, which she 
sent to an adjbctivb jbrker on a society 
weekly. 

Adjutant's Qiq, suhs, phr, (mili- 
tary). — The barrack roller : 
usually drawn by men under 
punishment. 

Admiral. Admiral of the Blue, 
subs, phr, (old). — ^A tapster ; from 
the colour of his apron (Grose). 

1731. R. Hbrrick, Poor Robin's 
Almanac. As soon as customers b^in to 
stir. The admiral op the blue, cries, 
* Coming, sir 1 * 

Admiral of the Narrow 
Seas, subs, phr, (nautical).— A 
man vomiting into the lap of his 
neighbour or vis-d-vis (Grose). 

Admiral of the Red, suBs, 
phr, (common). — ^A sot: see 
Lushington. 

Admiral of the Red, 
White, and Blue, subs, phr, 
(old). — ^A beadle; a hall-porter; 
and similar functionaries when 
sporting the livery of ofiice. 

Admiral of the White, 
subs. phr. (colloquial). — A white- 
£Eiced person; a coward; a 
woman in a faint. 

Yellow Admiral, subs, phr, 
(naval). — A rear-admiral retired 
without service afloat after pro- 
motion. [Admirals of the 
red, the white, or the blue 
were grades in naval rank prior 
to 1864, according to the colour 
of the ensign displayed : all 
admirals now fly the white 
ensign, and they rank as Admiral 
of the Fleet, Admiral, Vice- 
Admiral, and Rear- Admiral.] 
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To TAP THE Admiral, verb, 
phK (nautical).— I. To SUCK 
THE monkey: see quots. 
Gwm. Den Affen saugen. Also 
(2) to drink on the sly. 

1814. Marryatt, PeUr SintpU^ 
XXX. Mr. Simple, ... Ill let you into a 
secret. Do you know what sucking the 
MONKEY means? No! . . . Well ... it 
b a term used among seamen for drinking 
rum out of cocoa nuts, the milk having 
been poured out, and the liquor substituted. 
Now do you comprehend why your men 
are tipsy? 

1837. Barham, iHgoldsby Legends. 
'The Black Mosquetaure.^ What the vulgar 
call SUCKING THE MONKEY, Has much less 
effect on a man when he's funky. 

1864. HOTTEN, •S'^ffT Diet.. S.V. 

Admiral (To tap the). To suck liquor 
fix>m a cask by a straw ... it was first 
done with the rum<ask in which the body 
of Admiral Lord Nelson was brought to 
England, and when the cask arrivad the 
admiral was found * high and dry.' 

1883. Clark Russell, Sailors' 
Langnagtj s.v. Tap the Admiral. 
Said of a man who would drink anything. 

Admiral's Reqiment (The), subs, 
phr. (military). —The Royal 
Marines; also nicknamed 'The 
Little Grenadiere/ * The Tollies,' 
and ' The Globe Rangers/ 

Adonis, subs, (old).— i. A dandy ; 
an exquisite. Hence TO adonize 
= to dandify ; to ' dress to kill ' : 
of men only. 

[161 1. COTGRAVEj Dict.^ S.V. 

Adoniser^ to adonise it; to resemble 
Adonis, to imitate or counterfeit the graces, 
or beautie of Adonis.] 

1693. Mabbe, Spanish Rogue^ ii. 2z. 
[A man becomes] an Adonis. 

z668. Lestrange, Quevedo (1678), 
la. Whatever you may think of a IDevil, 
he passes ... for a very Adonis or 
Narcissus. 

1761. Smollett, Gil Bias (1809), 
III. 4x8. Three good hours, at least, in 
adjusting and adonising myself. 

1765. Tucker, Light of Nature^ i. 
457. TVo such Adonises talking so 
sweetly of our reciprocal passion ! 



1818. S. E. Ferrier, Marriage^ ix. 
Venus and the Graces, by Jove ! . . . now 
I must go and adonise a kttle myself. 

1850. Smedley, Fra$tk Fairleigh^ 
xl. He positively refused to face the 
ladies till he had changed ... so I left 
him up at the hall to adonize. 

X865. Pall Mall Gas., xx Au^., 9. 2. 
They may be Adonizing at Trucfit s. 



2. (obsolete). — A wig. 
1760. Walpole, Letters, ii. 906. 



He 
[Duke of Cumberland] had a dark brown 
adonis, and a cloak of black cloth. 

1779. Graves, Spiritual Quixote, 
III. xix. A fine flowing adonis or white 
periwig. 

Adrift, adv. (6. E. and Grose : 
now accepted).— 'Loose — Fll 
turn ye adrift, a Tar phrase ; I'll 
prevent ye doing me any harm ' 
(B. E., c, 1696); also (Grose) 
* ADRIFT, discharged.' Hence= 
astray, puzzled, detracted. 

X690. Locke, Human Underst., 11. 
vii. 3. And so we should ... let our 
Thoughts run adrift without any Dir«;- 
tion or Design [The earliest quot. in 
O. E. D. for the figturative sense : the sea- 
phrase dates from 1624]. 

AD8UM, subs, (old: spec. Charter- 
house). — A resj)onse in answer to 
a summons or names-calling. 

I Sax. ScoTT, Pirate, v. Advancing 
to the door, he exclaimed, 'Heus tibi 
Dave ! ' ' Adsum,' answered the youth. 

1855. Thackeray, Newconus, 774. 
A sweet smile shone over his face, and he 
lifted up hb head a little and quickly said 
ADSUM, and fell back ; . . . lo, he whose 
heart was as that of a little child had 
answered to his name, and stood in the 
presence of the Master. 

1900. D. Teleg., 23 March, 8. 7. As 
in the old days of Colonel Newcome, 
* ADSUM,* or 'Always ready,' is still the 
watchword of the Charterhouse. 

1900. ToD, Charterhouse, p. 97. 
Adsum b the name of a new institution. 
. . . There was no occasion for it when 
the school was in London, and none could 
Dass beyond the school precincts. Colonel 
Mewcome must have answered adsum at 
prayers only. 
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Adullamites, subs, (parliamen- 
tary). — I. A nickname for seced- 
ing Liberab who in 1866 voted 
Tory because dissatisfied with a 
Liberal measure for the extension 
of the Franchise. \Su I Sam. 
xxii. I.] The political party in 
question were also known collec- 
Uvely as * The Cave.' Hence (2) 
see quot. 1870 ; and Adullamy 
= ratting. 

1866. Bright, Speeches (1876), 349. 
The right honourable gentleman ... is 
the first of the new party who has retired 
into what may be called his political Cave 

OF AOULLAM. 

1870. Notes dr» Queries^ 5 March, 
341. The . . . 'cave of adullam' has 
become an adopted byword for a small 
clique who . . . obstruct the party with 
which they usually associate. 

1878-80. McCarthy. HisU of Our 
Own Times, 142. The little third party 
were at once christened the adullam ites, 
and the name still survives and b likely 
long to survive its old political history. 

1884. New York Times, 19 July. 
The Conservative party . . . received 
besides a large reinforcement of adullam* 
ITES from the Liberal side. 

Advantaqe, subs, (old colloquial). 
— I. A thirteenth: added to a 
dozen of anything ; (2) something 
in addition : also vantage. See 
Baker's dozen and Lagniappe. 

c. 1641. Milton, Reform. [IVorks, i. 
X847), xo.J If the Scripture be for reforma- 
tion, and Antiquity to boot, it is but an 
ADVANTAGE to the dozen, it is no winning 
cast 

1648-55. Fuller, Ch. History, in. 
ix. 27. When his Holinesse created 
twelve Cardinals at the request of the 
Kine of France, he denied to make one at 
the desire of this Kin^ of England. Surely 
. . . his Holinesse giving the whole dozen 
to the King of France might allow the 
ADVANTAGE to the King of England. 

1692. Hacket, Williams, ii. 91. 
Three dozen of articles (yet none to the 
vantage). 

To PLAY UPON ADVANTAGE, 
verb, pkr, (old).— To cheat. 



1592. Warner, Albion's England, 
vii. xxxvi. Howbeit, on advantage 
plai'd Gynetta all this while. 

1668. Sedlev, Mulberry Garden, ii. 
2. Your only way is to turn rook and 
play upon advantage. 



>Egrotat (or >Eqer), subs, 
(University). — I. An excuse for 
absence on account of sickness ; 
(2) a medical or other certifi- 
cate of indisposition (Grose). 
[^GRITUDE (old) = sickness; an 
iEoROTANT = an invahd. ] Hence 
readi NG-iEGROTAT = leave taken 
to read for a degree ; iEGER-ROOM 
(Felsted School) = the sick room. 
[Lat. = * he is sick.'] — Gradus ad 
Cantab, ^ 1803. 

1552. Henrv Vlll. [Burnet, Hist, 
Re/., li. x68J. We have augmented our 
MGKfT\jiiE, and distress. 

x6io. Healev, City of God (1620), 
478. That sorrow which Tully had rather 
call egritude, and Virgil dolour. 

1647. -Baron, Cyprian Academy, 34. 
We symbolize in egritude And simpathize 
in Cupid's malady. 

1794. Gent. Mag., 1085. Thev [at 
Cambridge] sported an iBGROTAT, and they 
sported a new coat ! 

185^. Bradley, Verdant Green. A 
deep-lsud scheme of yours to post a heap 
of ^GERS while you re a Freshman, . . . 
get better and better every term, and make 
the Dons think that you are improving the 
shining hours by doing chapels and lectures 
more regularly, artful Giglamps ! 



1864. Babbage, Life of a Philos- 
opher, yj. I sent my servant to the 
apothecary for a thing called an aegrotat, 
which I understood . . . meant a certifi- 
cate that I was indisposed. 

1865. Comhill Mag., Feb., 227. A 
very common method of escaping the 
tedium of this duty ... is ' to send^ in an 
iEGER ' ; in other words to improvise an 
attack of illness. 

1865. Temple Bar, Sept., 262. There 
is a large class of ^grotants in this 
country. 

1870. Chambers's /oumal, 18 June, 
395. Ill get the receipt from him. I 
often want a good thing for an mgkr. 
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1888. H. Smart, in Temple Bar, 
Feb. ai3. Instead of applying for leave to 
my tutor, I had resorted to the old device 
ofpricking ^ger. 

x8qo. Felsiedian. Feb. 3. What's up 
with Smith? . . . Hes not the fellow to 
go iSGBR for nothing. I do hate that 

ACGER-ROOM. 

Affair, subs, (venery). — i. The 
penis : see Prick ; (2) the female 
pudendum ; see Monosyllable. 

Affidavit- MAN, subs, phr, (old).— 
See quots. and Straw. 

c, 1696. B. E., Diet. Cant. Crew.s.v. 
Affidavit men, Knights of the Post, 
Mercenary Sweaters for Hire, Inhabitants 
(formerly) of White Friers, now dbpersed. 

1785. Grose, Vu^. Totigue, s.v. 
Affidavit-Men. Knights of the post, or 
false witnesses, said to attend Westminster 
Hall, and other courts of justice, ready to 
swear anything for hire. 

Afflicke, subs. (old). — See quot. 

i6zo. Rowland's Martin Mark-all, 
38 [H. Club's Repr., 1874]. Afflicke, 
a theefe. 

Afflicted, adj, (common). — 
Drank : see Screwed (Ray). 

Afflictions, subs, (drapers').— 
Mourning goods : e,g,j Afflic- 
tions are quiet = there is little 
demand for mourning. Miti- 
gated AFFLICTIONS = half 
mourning. 

Affygraphy. To an affy- 
graphy, phr, (common). — To a 
nicety; to a T. In an affy- 
graphy = in a moment ; directly. 

V Afloat, adj, (common). — Drank : 
see Screwed : also with back- 
teeth well afloat. 

1888. Missouri Republican, 25 Jan. 
His honor once more drank until, as an 
onlooker put it, his back teeth were 
well afloat. 



Afraid. Among colloquial and 
proverbial sayings are: * He that's 
afraid of grass must not piss in 
a meadow ' (Ital., Chi ha paura 
ctogni urtica nonpisciin herba — 

* He that's afraid of every nettle 
must not piss in the grass ') ; * He 
that's afraid of leaves must not 
come in a wood (French, Qui a 
peur des feuilles ne doit pas aller 
au bois' I Ital., ' Non entri tra 
rdcca e fuso chi non vuol esser 

filato ' ) ; * He that's afraid of 
the wagging of feathers must 
keep from among wild fowl ' ; 
*He that's afraid of wounds 
must not come near a battle ; 

* He's never likely to have a good 
thing cheap that's afraid to ask 
the price*; * Afraid of far 
enough * ( = fearful of what is not 
likely to happen); * Afraid of 
him that died last year ' ( = fearful 
of a shadow) ; * Afraid of the 
hatchet lest the helve stick in his 
arse ' ; ' Afraid of his shadow ' ; 

* More AFRAID than hurt.' 

A FT E R . A LONG WAY AFTER, phr. 
(artists' and journalists'). — Said 
of a sketch, cartoon, or burlesque 
of a classic picture, book, etc 

After-clap, subs. phr. (old : now 
chiefly American). — ( i ) Anything 
unexpected (spec, disagreeable), 
after the conclusion of a matter. 
Hence, 2 (modem) a demand 
made over and above a stipulated 
price, or for an amount already 
paid (Grose). 

[?]. MS. Lansd., 762, f. 100. To 
thy frende thowe lovest moste, Loke 
thowe telle not alle thy worste, Whateso- 
ever behappes ; . . . Beware of after- 

CLAPPES ! 

I?]. MS. Douce. 336, f. 14. So 
that hit was a sory happe. And he was 

a-gast of AFTER-CLAPPE. 
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c. 1420. OccLEVB, De Reg, Princ.^ 855. 
That AFTER-CLAP in my myndelso dcpc 
Ifycched is. 

1^15. Latimer, Sermons^ i. 27. He 
can give us an after-clap when we least 
ween. 

1573. More, Richard III. (x6^i), 
4ai. To provide for after clappes that 
might happen and chance. 

1591. Spenser, Mother HubbenCs 
Tale. For the next morrow's meed they 
closely went. For fear of aftbrclaps to 
prevent, 

i6ii. Speed, Hist. Gt. Britain^ ix. 
iii. 31. Who fearing afterclaps, had 
strongly fortified the Castle. 

1624. Massinger, Retugado^ i. 3. 
To spare a little for an afterclap Were 
not improvidence. 

1663. Butler. Hudibras. i. iii. 4. 
What plaguy Miscniefs and Mishaps, Do 
dog him still with Afterclaps. 

1678. Cotton, Virgil Travestie^ 
01. Not mindine Mischiefs, or Mbhaps, 
Nor fearing Dido s Afterclaps. 

1715. South, Sermons, vi, 227. 
Those dreadful afterclaps wnich usually 
bring up the rear. 

X772. Bridges, Burlesque Horner^ 3. 
And when you've stormed the Trojan gaps 
May you escape all after-claps. 

c. 1852. Traits of Anter. Humour^ i. 
226. I'm for no rues and after-claps. 

1862. Lucas, Secularia^ 12. The 
mitigated afterclap of this [the French] 
Revolution in 1848. 



After-dinner Man (or After- 
noon's- man), subs, phr, (old). 
— A man who drinks long into 
the afternoon : but see quot. 
1877. 

1614. Overburv, a iVi/e^ etc. 
(1638), 196. Make him an afternoones 

MAN. 

1621. Burton, Atiat. Mel. Democr. 
to Reader (1657), 44* Beraldus will have 
drunkards, afternoon men, and such as 
more than ordinarily delight in drink, to be 
mad. 

1628. Earle, Microcos. (A Player). 
Innes of Court men were undone but for 
him, hee . . . makes them afternoones 
men. 



1830. Dublin Sketch Bk. The good 
Baronet (Sir Francis Burdett) was not only 
a foxhunter, but a celebrated after-dinner 
MAN. It must have been a good bout 
indeed in which he was worsted. 

1877. Smythe-Palmbr [Notes and 
QueriestsS.\m.x\i\. Afternoones men, 
equivalent to after-dinner men. It was 
the custom, formerly, to dine in the halls 
of our Inns of Court about noon, and 
those who returned after dinner to work 
must have been much devoted to business, 
or obliged to work at unusual hours by an 
excess of it. 

Afternoon- BUYER, subs, phr, 
(provincial). -^ One who buys 
not until after the market 
dinner, thereby hoping to buy 
cheaper. 

Afternoon -FARMER, subs, phr, 
(common). — A laggard ; spec, 
a farmer late in preparing his 
land, in sowing or harvesting his 
crops; hence one who loses his 
opportunities. 

Afternoon-tea, subs, phr. (Roy. 
High Sch., Edin.). —Detention 
after three o'clock. 

After Twelve. See Twelve. 

AGAIN8T. Against the grain 
(collar, or hair), phr, (collo- 
quial). — Contrary to inclination; 
unpleasant ; unwillingly done 
(Grose). 

1580. Nashe, Martin's Months 
Minde (Grosart, i. 188]. For hee euer 

went AGAINST THE HAIRE. 

1596. Shakspeare, Merry Wives, ii. 
3. If you should fight, you go against 
THE HAIR of your profession. 

1621. Montague, Diatribe^ x68. 
This translation cannot passe by you, 
being somewhat against the haire for 
you. 

1661 . Middleton, Queenboroughy xi. 
1 22. Books in women's luuids are as much 
against the hair ... as to see men 
wear stomachers. 
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1673. DRVpBN, Amboyna^ 



This 
whores(Nne cutting of throatfs, ... goes a 

little AGAINST THE GRAIN. Ilnd. (1693), 

Juvenal^ \. ao2. Though much against 
THE grain forc'd to retire. 

1709. Steele, Tatler^ No. a. No- 
thing in nature b so ungrateful as story- 

tellmg AGAINST THE GRAIN. 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 8x. My present occupation is 
much against the grain. 

t868. Collins, Moonstone^ i. xi. 
The other servants followed my lead, 
sorely against the grain, of course, but 
all tsudng the view that I took. 

1875. H. Rogers, Superh. Orig, 
Bible^ 1. A system of ethics, so mudi 
against the grain as that of the Gospel. 

1876. HiNDLEY,CA^a/»/aci, 114. If 
they owe their governors a few pounds, 
they are workir^ an uphill game, or 
against collar. 

\ 884. Clark Russell, Jack's Court- 
ship^ xxiii. It went against my grain to 
leave the poor little chap alone. 

To RUN AGAINST, verb phr, 
(colloquial). — To meet by acci- 
dent: <f.^., I RAN AGAINST him 

the other day in Brighton. 

Agaze, adv, (old, and long obso- 
lete: now American thieves*). — 
Astonished ; open - eyed (Mat- 
sell, Vocabulum), [Century 
Diet, : The examples cited {infra) 
are the only ones found.] 

<:.x4oo. Chester Plays/n.^s. The were 
so sore agased. 

X ^57. Surrey, Songes and Sonnettes, 
As ankered faste my spretes doe all resorte 
To stande agazed. 

1501. Shakspeare, z Henry VI, 
The devil was in armes: All the whole 
army stood agaz'd on him. 

x6oo. [Farr, Select Poet (1845), "• 
438. Of understanding rob'd I stand 

AGAZD. 

i6[?]. Percy Folic MSS\Y\iKiiivA\A.l 
Whereatt thb dreadful conqueror Thereatt 
was sore agazed. 

-AGGER, insep, suffix (Charter- 
house).— As in COMBINAGGERS = 
a combination suit : esp. of foot- 
ball attire. 



Aggravator (Agger aw ator, or 
H AGGER AWATOR), subs, (com- 
mon). — A lock of hair brought 
down from the forehead, well 
greased, and twisted in a spiral 
on the temple, either toward 
the ear, or conversely toward the 
outer comer of the eye. Usually 
in //., once an aid to beauty: 
now rare. 

English synonyms. Bell- 
ropes ; beau-catchers ; cobbler's- 
knots ; cowlicks ; love-locks ; 
Newgate knockers ; number 
sixes ; spit-curls. 

French SYNONYMS. Accroche- 
coturs ; guiches ; rouftaqueites. 

1836. Dickens, Sketches by Bo%^ X33. 
His Hair carefully twisted ... till it 
formed a variety of . . . semi-curls, 
usually known as ' aggerawators.' 

1859. Fowler, Southern Lights and 
Shadows^ 38. The ladies are addicted to 
. . . hair, embellished with two or three 
c's— aggravators they call them— run- 
ning over the temple. 

1885. Burton, Thousand Nights^ i. 
168. Note 3.— In other copies the fourth 
couplet swears by the scorpions of hb 
brow, i.e,i the accroche-coeurSf or aggra- 
vators. 

Agility, subs, (common). — The 
female privity: see Monosyl- 
lable. 

Agitator, subs, (obsolete).—!. 
* In Eng. Hist. An i^ent, one 
who acts for others; a name 
given to the agents or delegates 
of the private soldiers in the 
Parliamentary Army, 1647-9 ; in 
which use it varied with Adju- 
TATOR*(0. E. D.). [J. A. H. 
Murray : * Careful investigation 
satisfies me that Agitator was 
the actual title, and Adjutator 
originally only a bad spelling of 
soldiers familiar with Adjutants 
and the Adjutors of 164 1.] 
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2. (common). — A beU-rope» or 
knocker. To agitate the 
COMMUNICATORS to ring the 
beU. 

Agogare, intj. (American thieves'). 
— Be quick I a warning signal 
[from agogJ— Ar<fw York Slang 
Dictionary, 

Agony. To pile up (or on) the 
AGONY, verbal phr, (common). 
— To exaggerate; to use the 
tallest terms in lieu of the 
simplest ; to cry * Hell ! ' when 
all you mean is 'Goodness 
gracious ! ' : as a newspaper when 
'writing up' murder, divorce, 
and other sensations. Also to 
AGONIZE. Hence agony-piler 
(theatrical) = a player in sensa- 
tional parts. See Agony- 
column. 

1857. C. Bront* [Gaskbll's Li/e^ 
XXV.). I doubt whether the regular novel- 
reader will consider the 'agony piled 
sufficiently high' ... or the colours 
dashed on to the canvas with the proper 
amount of daring. 

1865. Atkenaum,!^^^.^, Every- 
one who has no real fancy seems agoniz- 
ing after originality. 

1871. Macdonald, Wil/redComber' 
meade^ i. xv. I mi^t agonize in words 
for a day and I should not express the 
delight . . . 

i88i. Black, Beautiful Wretch^ vi. 
Sooner or later that organ will shake the 
Cathedral to bits . . . there was a great 
deal too much noise. You lose effect when 
you pile up the agony like that. 

1903. PcUl Mall Gas.t 20 April, 6. 3. 
Mirb«&u has made the one mistake he 
always makes, that— in the language of 
the g^ery gods— of piling up the agony 
too much. 

Agony-column, subs, phr, (popu- 
lar). — A special column in news- 
papers devoted to harrowing 
advertisements of missing friends 
and private business: orig. the 
second column of the Times, 



1870. L. Oliphant, Piccadilly^ 11. 78. 
The advertisement of the committee, . . . 
appeared in the agony column of the 

1873. Black, Princess of ThuU. 
And how does she propose to succeed? 
Pollaky? The agony COLUMN? Plaourds, 
or a Bell-man? Ibid, (x88zX Beautiful 
Wretch^ xxiii. There were anonymous 
appeals to the runaways in agony 

COLUMNS. 

x88o. Timcst 38 Dec., 10. i. A aypt- 
ogram in the agony-column. 

Agree. To agree like pick- 
pockets IN A fair, verb, phr, 
(common). — To agree not at all. 
Other similes of the kind are * To 
AGREE LIKE BELLS, they want 
nothing but hanging ' ; and * To 

AGREE LIKE CATS AND DOGS ' (or 
* LIKE HARP AND HARROW '). 

AGRICUI.TURAI.-IMPI.EMENT, Subs, 
phr, (common). — A spade ; * call 
a spade a spade and not AN agri- 
cultural implement' =adirect 
call to very plain speech. 

Aground, adv, (Grose).— < Stuck 
fast; stopped; at a loss; ruined; 
like a boat or vessel aground.* 
[This accepted figurative use of 
the nautical phrase was rare prior 
to the nineteenth century.] 

Agreeable Rut8 0fLife (The), 

subs, phr, (venery). — The female 
pudendum : see Monosyllable. 

A1GLER8 (The), subs, phr. (mili- 
tary).— The 1st battalion of The 
Royal Irish Fusiliers, late The 
87th Foot. [At Barrosa they 
captured the Eagle of The 8th 
French Light Infantry, a fact now 
commemorated in one of the dis- 
tinctive badges of the regiment, 
viz., An Eagle with the figure 8 
below.] 
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Aim, suds, (B. E., c, 1696).— 
* Endeavour or Design' . . . 
*he has missed his Aim or end.' 

Ain't (Hain't or An't), verd. 
(vulgar). — That is, * are not,' * am 
not,^*isnot,' * have not, '[O.E.D., 
' in the popular dialect of London, 
Cockney speech in Dickens,' 
etc.]. Su A'nt. 

I70I. Farquhar, Sir Harry 
IVildair^ i. i. Whv, I han't tasted a 
bit thb year and a half. 

1706. Ward, Hud, Redvo.. i. i. 34. 
But tf yotir Eyes a'n't quick of Motion. 

1734. Fielding, Old Man^ xocfj^ x. 
Ha, ha, ha 1 an't we ? no I How ignorant 
itb. 

1763. FoOTE, Mayor of GarrcUt^ i. 
Ve ha'n't been married a year. Ibid, ii. 
May be 'tis, and may be 'tan't. 

X778. BuRNEY, Evelina^ i. xxi. 
Those vou are engaged to ain't half so 
near related to yasx as we are. 

c.zSoo. DiBDiN, Song^ *Poor Jack.' 
A tight little boat and good sea-room give 
me, And t'aint for a little I'll strike. 

1812. H. and J. Smith, Rej, Add.^ 
69. No, that a'nt it, says he. 

1828. Lytton, Pelhamt Ixii. A'n't 
we behind hand? 

1829. Lamb, Life and Letters ^ i* 348. 
An't you glad about Burk's case? 

1864. Tennyson, Northern Farmer ^ 
xiii. Joanes, as 'ant a 'aSpoth o' sense. 

1865. Dickens, Mutual Friend^ iii. 
' You seem to have a good sister.' ' She 
ain't half bad.' 

Air. Castles in the air (the 
SKIES, IN Spain, etc.), subs, phr, 
(colloquial). — Generic for (i) the 
impossible, (2) imagination; and 
(3) hope : see Analogous 

PHRASES. To BUILD CASTLES, 

etc. =(i) to attempt the impos- 
sible ; (2) to dream of visionary 
projects; to indulge in idle 
dreams; and (3) to be sanguine 
of success. Hence IN the air = 
(i) uncertain, in doubt; and (2) 



anticipated (in men's minds) as 
likely ; air-built = chimerical ; 
air-castle = the land of dreams 
and fancies ; air-monger = a 
dreamer. [For many additional 
and some earlier quots., su 
Spain.] 

Analogous phrases [Avow- 
edly generic, and inserted in this 
place because as convenient as 
any other : the senses, too, must 
obviously sometimes overlap]. 
I (=the impossible). To square 
the circle ; to wash a blackamore 
white ; to skin a flint ; to make a 
silk purse out of a sow's ear ; to 
make .bricks without straw; to 
weave a rope of sand ; to extract 
sunbeams from cucumbers ; to set 
the Thames on fire; to milk a 
he-goat into a sieve; to catch a 
weasel asleep ; to be in two places 
at once ; to plough the air ; to 
wash the Ethiopian; to measure 
a twig; to demand a tribute of 
the dead ; to teach a pig to play 
on a flute ; to catch the wind in 
a net; to change a fly into an 
elephant ; to take the spring from 
the year ; to put a rope m the 
eye of a needle ; to draw water 
with a sieve ; to number the waves. 
Also (French) prendre la lune 
avec Us dents; rompre targuille 
augenou, 

2 (=imagination). To have 
maggots, or whimseys ; TO see an 
air-drawn dagger, the flying Dutch- 
man, the great sea-serpent, the man 
in the moon ; TO dream of Utopia, 
Atlantis, the happy valley, the 
isles of the West, the millennium, 
of fiedry land, the land of Prester 
John, file kingdom of Micomicon ; 
to set one's wits to work ; to strain 
(or crack) one's invention; to 
rack (ransack, or cudgel) one's 
brains. 
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3 ( = hope). To seek the pot of 
gold (Fr. pot au laii) ; to dream of 
Alnaschar ; to live in a fool's para- 
dise ; TO SEE a bit of blue sky, 
the silver lining of the cloud, the 
bottom of Pandora's box ; to catch 
at a straw ; to hope against hope ; 
to reckon one's chickens before 
they are hatched. 



1575. Gascoigne, Steel 



Glass 
Things 



[Chalmers, Eng^. Poets^ ii. 58], 

are thought, which never yet were wrought. 

And CASTELsbnj^t aboue in lofty skies. 

1580. North, Plutarch (1696), 171. 
They built castles in the air and 
thought to do great wonders. 

1590. Greene, Orl, Fur, (1599), 16. 
In conceite builds castles in the skis. 

1594. Shakspeare, Richard III.^ 
iii. \. xoo. Who builds his hopes in air 
of his good looks. 

x6oi. Imp, Consid. (1675), 60. Mr. 
Saunders (building Castles in the Air 
amongst his Books). 

i6ai. Burton, Anat. Melan.^ I. iii. 
i. 2. (1651), 187. That castle in the avr, 
that crochet, that whimsie. 

1627. Feltham, ResoheSf i. xv. 
Thou AIR-MONGER that, with a madding 
thought, thus chaseth fleeting shadows. 

c, 1630. Drummond of Hawth., Poetns^ 
42. 2. Strange castles builded in the 

SKIES. 

1727. Pope, Dunciad^ iii. lo. The 
air-built Castle and the golden Dream. 

1757. Wesley, Works (1872), ix. 
304. A mere castle in the air. 

c. 1763. Shenstone, Odes (1765), 237. 
To plan frail castles in the skies. 

1797. Jeppreson, Writ, (1859), iv. 
1 86. I consider the future character of our 
republic as in the air ; indeed its future 
fortune will be in the air, if war is made 
on us by France. 

1831. Carlyle, Sort. Res. (1858), 
32. liigh AiR-CASTLES cunningly built of 
Words. 

1879. Farrar, St, Pauly I. 642. 
These . . . points . . . were not peculiar 
to Philo. Tney were, so to speak, In the 

AIR. 



*AlR OF A FACE or PICTURE* 

(B. E., c, 1696), 'the Configura- 
tion and Consent of Parts in each. ' 
[For this 1 8th century quots. are 
given in O.E.D.]. 

To AIR one's vocabulary, 
verb, phr, (old).— To talk for 
phrasing's sake ; TO flash the 
GAB {q,v. ). [One of the wits of the 
time of George IV., asked what 
was going on in the House of 
Commons, answered that Lord 
Castlereagh was airing his 

VOCABULARY.] 

To air one's heels, verb, phr, 
(popular). — To loiter; to hang 
aoout : see Cool and Heels. 

AIR-AND-EXERCI8E, subs, phr, 
(old). — I. A whipping at the 
cart's tail; SHOVING the 
TUMBLER {q,v,). Also (2) the 
revolving pillory ; and 3 (thieves') 
= penal servitude (in American 
a short term of imprisonment) 
(Grose). 

Airing. See Out. 

Ai R- LI N E. See Bee-line. 

Airy, adj, (old [6. E.]: now 
recognised). — * Light, brisk, 

fleasant. ... He is an Airy 
eUow.' 

Ajax (or Jakes), subs, (old).— A 
privy; a JAKES {q,v,)\ popular- 
ised by Sir John Harrington {see 
quot. 1822). Also a term of 
abuse. See Jakes and Jakes- 
farmer. 

1551. Still, Gammer Gurton's 
Needle, iii. 3. Thou wert as good kiss my 
tail ; Thou slut, thou cut, thou rakes, thou 

JAKES. 

1594. Shakspeare, Lov^s Labour 
Lost, V. 2. Yotir lion, thiat holds his poll- 
ax, sitting on a close stool, will be given 
to Ajax. 
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1596. Harrington, The Metam. of 
AjAX [Title]. 

1605. Camden, Remains ^ X17. 
Inquire, if you understand it not, of 
Cloacina's chaplains, or such as are well 
read in Ajax. 

1609. JoNSON, Epicome^ iv. 5. A 
stool were better, sir, of Sir Ajax, his 
invention. Ibid. (16x6), Famous Voyage^ 
vi. apo. And I could vrish for their 
etemiz'd sakes. My muse had plough'd 
with his that sung A-jax. 

c. 1609. Healey. Disc, of New Worlds 
159. John Fisticankoes, Ajax his sonne 
and heyre. 

l6ll. COTGRAVE, Dict.^ s.v. 
Retraict. An aiax, priuie, house of Office. 

1665. T. CoTGRAVE, En^. Treasury^ 

£, x6. Which (lil^c the glorious Ajax of 
incoln's Inne, I saw in London) laps up 
naught but filth and excrements. 

i69<j. MoTTBUX, Rabelais^ v. vi. 
Who of late years have stirred up the 

JAKES. 

1720. Hosp. of Incurah. Fooles^ 6. 
A patron and protector of Ajax and his 
commodities. 

1822. Narbs, Glossary^ s.v. Ajax. 
... Sir John Harrington, in 1596, pub- 
Ibhed his celebrated tract, called 'The 
Metamorphosis of Ajax,' by which he 
meant the improvement of a jakes, or 
necessary, by forming it into what we now 
call a water-closet, of which Sir John was 
clearly the inventor. 

Akerman'8 Hoj^L.subs. (obsolete). 
— Newgate prison. [The gover- 
nor's name was Akerman c. 
1787].— 5"^^ Cage. 

Akeybo, subs. (Hotten). — * A 
slang phrase used in the folloMdng 
manner : — He beats akeybo, 
and AKEYBO beat the devil.' 

A- LA- M o RT. See Amort. 

Albany Beef, subs. phr. (Ameri- 
can). — The flesh of the sturgeon. 
[Some parts of the fish have a 
resemblance, in colour, and 
taste, to beef. It was caught in 
lai^e numbers as &r up the 
Hudson River as Albany.] 



ALBERTOPOLI8, subs, (obsolete).— 
The Kensington Gore district: 
out of compliment to the late 
Prince Consort, who was closely 
identiflcd with the Albert Hall 
and the Exhibition buildings of 
1862. 

1864. Yates, Broken to Harness ^ 
xxxiii. A composition for the nutriment 
of the hair, which . . . has an enormous 
circulation over the infant heads of 

ALBERTOPOLIS. 

Albonized, adj. (pugilistic). — 
Whitened [L. albu5\ 

Alcove (The), subs, (venery). — 
The female pudendum : see 
Monosyllable. 

Alderman, subs, (obsolete). — i. 
A half-crown ; 2s. 6d. : see 
Rhino (Snowden, Mag. Assist., 
1857). 

2. (old).— A long clay pipe; 
a CHURCHWARDEN (q.V.). 

1859. Fairholt, Tobacco {xZj6)t 173. 
Such long pipes were reverently termed 
alderman in the last age, and irreverently 
yards of clay in the present one. 

3. (old). — See quots. Alder- 
man IN CHAINS= garnished with 
sausages. 

1782. Parker, Humorous Sketches. 
31. Nick often eat a roast fowl ana 
sausage with me, which in cant is called 
an ALDERMAN, double slang'd. 

1785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue^ ^ s.v. 
Alderman. A roasted turkey garnished 
with sausages ; the latter are supposed to 
represent the gold chain worn by those 
magistrates. 

4. (thieves'). — A jemmy {q.v. ) : 
sometimes alderman jemmy. 
A weightier tool is the Lord 
Mayor {q.v.). 

1883. D. Teleg.^ 14 May, 3. 7. Safe- 
breaking tools had been . . . left behind, 
including wedges, an alderman jemmy, 
a hammer weighing 14 lbs. 
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1888. SeU, Review^ 15 Dec., 719. 
The iron shutters were prised open [by] 
the ALDBRMAN ... it would never do to 
be talking about crowbars in the street. 

5. (Fclsted School: obsoktc). 
— A qualified swimmer. [The 
Alders = a deep pool in the 
Chelmer.] Su Farmer, Public 
School Word Book. 

Blood and guts alderman. 
See Blood and guts. 

Alderman Lu8Hington, subs, 
phr, (old). — .S^^quot 

1785. Grose, ^^If: Tcngus, s.v. 
Lush. To drink ; speaking of a person 
who is drunk, they say. Alderman 
Lushington is concerned, or that he has 
been voting for the Alderman. 

Alderman'8 Pace, subs, phr, (old). 
See^oX, 161 1. 

i6ii. Cotgrave, Dict.^ s.v. Pas 
etAbbi. Alderman's pace, a leasurely 
walking, slow gate. 

1639. Gaulb, Holy Madness^ 94. 
What an Alderman's pace he comes. 

1673. Ray, Proverbs, He is paced 
LIKE AN Alderman. 

Aldgate. Draught on the 
PUMP AT Aldgate, subs, phr, 
(old). — A worthless bill of ex- 
change (Grose). 

Ale, subs, (old colloquial. — i. A 
merry-making; any occasion for 
drinking: see quots. 1587, 1776, 
and 1^7, and cf, wine; (2) 
an ale-house. Hence alecie 
(or alecy) = drunkenness; ale- 
blown (ALE -WASHED or 

alecied)= drunk; ale-draper 
(whence ale-drapery) = an inn- 
keeper (Grose : cf, ale- yard) ; 

ALE-SPINNER = a breWCr ; ALE- 
KNIGHT (ALE-STAKE, Or ALE- 

toast) = a tippler, a pot-com- 
panion ; ALE-POST = a maypole 



(Grose); ale-passion = a head- 
ache ; ALE-POCK = an ulcered 

GROG • blossom {q,V.)\ ALE - 

CRUMMED=grogshot in the face ; 
ALE -DAGGER {see quot. 1589); 
ALE-SWILLING = tippling, etc. 

i^. Langland, Piers Plowman 
[Wright], 83. Faiteden for hire foode, 
Foughten at the ale. 

1^83. Chaucer, CoMt, Tales^ * Frere's 
Tale, 49. And maken him gret festes at 

the NALE. 

1480. Caxton, Descr, Brit., 40. 
When they drynke atte ale. They telle 
many a lewd tale. 

C. 1 500. [ H ALLI WELL^ Mtg^. Poety * Cftrp. 
Tools,' 19]. When thei have wrought an 
owre or two, Anone to the ale thei wylle 
go. 

1570. Discoverie of the Knights of 
the Poste [Halliwell]. Nowe hee ham 
. . . become a draper. A draper, quoth 
Freeman, what draper, of wooUin or linnen? 
No. qd he, an ale«draper, wherein he 
hatn more skil then in the other. 

154^. Supp, Henry VIII., 41. 
Keepmge of cnurch ales, in the whicne 
with leapynge, daunsynge, and kyssyng 
they maynteyne the profeit of their churche. 

1575. EccL Proc.y Chester, (The 
Vicar of Whalley, Lane, is charged with 
being a common dronker and ale knight.] 

158^. GoLDiNG, Calvin on Dent,, li. 
305. These tauemhaunters or Alehouse- 

KNIGHTES. 

1583. Babbington, IVorhs, 166. 
Gaddmg to this ale or that, /but., ioa. 
If he be a drunken ale-stake, a tick-tack 
tauemer. 

1587. Harrison, Eng^landy 1. 11. i. 
j2 (1877). The superfluous numbers of 
idle waks . . . church-ALES, helpe-ALES, 
and soule-ALES, called also dir^e-ALES 
with the heathenish rioting at bnde-ALES 
are well diminished. 

1589. Pappe with Hatchet (1844), 8. 
He that drinks with cutters must not be 
without his ale-dagger. 

1 591. Shakspearb, Two Gentlemen 
ii. 5. 61. Thou hast not so much charity 
in thee as to go to the ale with a 
Christian. Ibid. (159^), Henry V., iii. 6. 
82. Ale-washt wits. Ibid. (1609 
Pericles, i. Introd. On ember-eves and 

holy ALES. 
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159a. CaKmMtKinde'HarisDreamef 
15. One in a sweaking treble, the other in 
an ALB-BLOWBN base carowie out . . . 
ribaudry. Ibid. Two milch maydens that 
had set up a shoppe of ale-drapery. Ibid. 
No other occupation have I but to be an 

ALB-DRAPER. 

1593. Bacchus Bountie [Harl. Misc. 
(1809), II. 271]. A passing preseruatiue 
against the alb-passion, or paine in the 
pate. 

1594. Lyly, Mother Bombit^ Cc 9. 
If he had arrested a mare instead of a 
horse, it had beene a slight oversight, but 
to arrest a man, that hath no likenesse of a 
horse, is flat lunasie, or albcib. 

1598. Florio, Worldeo/WonUs^ 3. v. 
Bedne. An alb-knight, a toss-pot. 

1598. E. Gilpin, Skial. (1878), 55. 
There brauls an Alb-knight for his fat- 
grown score. 

1599. Nashe, Piers Pennilesse^ Eij. 
Elderton consumed his ale-crummed nose 
to nothing. 

1601. Holland, Pliny (1634), 11. 
138. Sauce-fleame, ale-pocks, and such- 
like ulcers in the face. 

1602. Thomas^ Lord Cromwell^ iii. 
1. O, Tom. that we were now at Putney, 
at the ALB there. 

1611. CoTGRAVB, Diet,. S.V. Bestc. 
Our Ale-knights often use this phrase. 

1617. AssHETON, Journal (1848), i. 
Besse, John, wyflFe, self, at ale. 

1633. JoNSON, Tale of a Tub, Prol. 
And all the neighbourhood, from old records 
Of antique proverbs, draw from Whitsun 
lord«, And tneir authorities at wakes and 

ALBS. 

1635. Taylor, T. Parr, Cij, b. T'a 
Whitson Ale, Wake, Wedding, or a Faire. 

1654. Witt's Recreations. Come all 
you brave wights. That are dubbed ale- 
knights. 



Drunkenness, 



Younge, Charge against 
13. These godlesse Ale- 



1656. Trap., Exp. i Tim. iii. 3. 
No Ale-stake, tavern-hunter that sits 
close at it. 

1661. Heylin, Hist, Presb., 281. 
N<w do they speak any better of the 
Inferiour Clergy ... of whom they tell 
us . . . That they are Popish Priests, or 
Monks, or Friars, or Alb-haunters. 



1691. Shadwbll, Scourers, i. x. 
Every night thou clearest the streets of 
. . . idle rascals, and of all Alb-toasts 
and sops in brandy. 

1747. In Parish Register o/Scotter, 
Line, [Buried], July 8th, Thomas 
Broughton, Farmer and Alb Draper. 

1776. Brand, Pop. Antiq., i. 229. 
There were bride-ALBS, church-ALBS, 
clerk-ALES, give-ALES, lamb-ALSs, leet- 
ALBS, Midsummer-ALBS, Scot-ALBS, 
Whitsun-ALBS, and several more. 

1847. Halliwell, Archaic Words, 
S.V. Alb-feast. A festival or merry, 
making, at which ale appears to have 
been the predominant liquor, often took 
place after the rei>resentation of an old 
mystery, as in a curious prologue to one of 
the fifteenth century in MS. Tanner 407, 
f. 44. 

186^-^4. Chambers' Bk, of Days. ii. 
597. This man was a regularly dubbed 
ale-knight, loved barley wine to the 
full. 

1870. D. News, 28 Sep. There was 
a wining and. dining^ or better, a beering 
or aleing and dining of the ' Southern 
brethren.' 

3. (Stock Exchange). — In//. = 
Messrs. S. AUsopp and Sons 
Limited Shares. 

See Adam's Ale. 

Alexander, verb, (old). — i. 
To hang. [Rogers, I^oy, Hist. 
5V?r., viiL : * From the harsh and 
merciless manner 4n which Sir 
Jerome Alexander, an Irish judge 
(1660-1674) and founder of the 
Alexander Library at Trinity 
College, Dublin, carried out the 
duties of his office.'] 

2. (old). — To extol as an 
Alexander the Great. 

1700. Drvden, Tales front Chaucer, 
'The Cock and Fox,' 660. Ye princes, 
rab'd by poets to the gods. And Albx- 
anobr'd up in lying odes. 

Alexandra Limp, subs, (obsolete). 
— An affected lameness: cf, 
Grecian bend and Roman 

FALL. 
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1876. Chambers* Journal^ No. 609. 
Your own advocacy of the Grecian bend 
and the Alexandra limp — ^both positive 
and practical imitations of physical 
afiUction. 

Alfred David, subs, (common).— 
An affidavit : also affidavy ; 
DAVY ; and (occasionally) after- 

DAVY. 

1859. KiNGSLBY, GtojSFrey Hamlyn, 
He is engaged in receiving the after- 
daw of a man who got hb head broke by 
a tinker. 

1865. Dickens, Mutual Friend^ 
(CD. ed.), 04. The visitor . . . doggedly 
muttered, * Alfred David.' 'Is that 
your name ? ' . . . * My name ? . . . 
No ; I want to take an Alfred David.' 

c. 1880. Harry Adams, Music Hall 
Song-f ' Blighted Love.' And I'll take my 
Alfred David hot, She don't catch me 
there again. 

Algerine, subs, (theatrical).— I. 
A manager-baiter, espec. when 
THE GHOST {qv.) will not WALK 
{q.v, ). Also (2) a petty borrower. 

Alive, adv, (colloquial). — Alive 
occurs as an intensive and ex- 
pletive : e.g., ALIVE AND KICK- 
ING = very sprightly, ALL THERE 
{q.V.); also ALL ALIVE; MAN 
(HEART, or SAKES) ALIVE I (an 

emphatic address) ; TO LOOK 
ALIVE = to make haste; all 
ALIVE (tailors*) = slovenly made 
(of garments), 

c. 1845. Hood, Agric. Distr.^ vi. 
Says he, * No matter, man alive ! ' 

1857. Dickens, Christ. Carols 43. 
Why, bless my heart alive, my dear, 
how late you are 1 

1858. Hughes, Scouring of White 
Horse^ 29. The Squire . . . told the men 
to LOOK ALIVE and get their job done. 

1889. Globe^ 4 Oct., I. 3. His 
mother, the playwright's widow, as well 
as another son, named Gordon, were — 
to use a popular phrase— alive and 

KICKING. 



All, subs, (workmen's). — In//.= 
belongings: spec, tools: also 
AWLS : see Bens. Hence TO 
PACK UP one's ALLS = to be- 
gone ; to desist 

. . . Songs of the London Prentices^ 
62. I'll pack up my awls and beg<»ie. 

1674. Cotton, Voy. Ireland^ m. xo. 
I then call td pay. And packing my 
nawls, whipt to horse, and away. 

d. 1704. Brown, Works ^ ii. 84. I put 
no confidence in the king . . . should he 
pack up his awls for the other world I 
would not trust him. 

1728. Bailey, Eng, Dici.y s.v. Pack. 
To pack up his awls ... to march off, 
to go away in haste. 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 70. The devil . . . whispered in 
my ear that I should be a great fool to 
PACK UP MY alls when the prize was 
falling into my hands. 

</.i859. I^E Quincey, Herodotus^ ii. 
Old Boreas . . . was required to pack up 
his alls and be off. 

2. 5"^^ All- NATIONS. 

3. (old). — See quot. 

1785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue ^ s.v. 
Alls. The five alls is a country sign, 
representing five human figures, each 
having a motto under him. The first is a 
king in his regalia; his motto, I govern 
ALL : the second, a bishop in pontificals ; 
motto, I pray for all : third, a lawyer in 
his gown ; motto, I plead for all : fourth, 
a soldier in his regimentals, fully 
accoutred ; motto, I fight for all : fifth, a 
poor countryman with his scythe and 
rake ; motto, I pay for all. 

At all! intj, (old).— * The 
cry of a gamester full of cash and 
spirit, meaning that he will play 
for any sums the company may 
choose to risk against him* 
(Halliwell). 

All's QUIET onthe Potomac, 
phr. (American). — A period of 
rest, enjoyment, peace. [The 
phrase dates from the Civil War ; 
its frequent repetition in the 
bulletins of the War Secretary 
made it ridiculous to the public. J 
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Phrases and Colloquial- 
isms. All about in one's 
HEAD = light-headed ; all about 
IT = the whole of the matter; 
ALL - around (American) = 
thorough, all-round {g.v,)\ 
ALL AT sea = uncertain, vague ; 
ALL PACE = naked ; on all 
fours =fedrly, equally, exactly; 
all holiday at peckham {see 
quot. 18 II and Peckham) ; all 
IN (Stock Exchange) = slow, 
FLAT (q.v.)i of a market when 
there is a disposition to sell: 
whence all out = improving; 
ALL OVER = thoroughly, en- 
tirely, exactly; all round 
MY HAT = queer, all-overish 
(q,v.)i That's ALL ROUND my 
hat = Bosh ! spicy as all 
ROUND MY HAT = sensational ; 
ALL SERENE = all's well, O.K., 
* You know what I'm after ' ; 
ALL UP WITH = finished, done 
for ; ALL T. H. =of the best, very 
good indeed (tailors'), all there 
{q.v.). See also Alive; All- 
nations ; Along ; Beat ; 
Betty Martin ; Blue ; 
Bandy ; Bum ; Caboose ; 
Cheek; Dickey; Fly; Gam- 
mon; Gay; Go; Heap; 
Hollow ; Hough ; Jaw ; 
Lombard-street ; Mops-and- 
BROOMS ; Mouth ; Out ; 
Pieces ; Sheep ; Shop ; Shoot ; 
SKirrLEs ; Smash ; Smoke ; 
There; Up; Way; Way- 
down. 

163^. Marmion, Antiquary i i. 
You'll hardly find Woman or beast that 
trots sound of all four ; There will be 
some defect. 

</. 1655. Adams, IVorks, i. 498. All 
similitudes run not, like coaches, on pour 
wheels. 

1704. Gentleman Instructedy 387. I 
do not say this comparison runs on all 
FOUR ; there may be some disparity. 



X710. St. Lbgbr [Somsr, Tracts 
(1751)1 "!• «48]. Tho* the comparison 
should not exactly run upon all four 
wdien examined. 

x8iz. Lex, Balatr, All holiday 
AT Pbckham . . . signifying that it b all 
over with the business or person spoken of. 

1834. SouTHBY, Doctor^ xciv. No 
prophecy can be expected to go upon all 

FOURS. 

1857. Trollope, Three Clerks^ xiv. 
* You're all sbrknb, then, Mr Snape,' 
said Charley. 

1874. Siliady 130. To wdiom the 
emissary, 'All serene,' And took the 
sovereign with a relish keen. 

1877. D, Tel., 15 Mar. It must 
stand on all fours with that stipulation. 

1883. Punchy Ixxxii. i77'.i> I an& 
nuts upon Criminal Cases, Ferlice News, 
you know . . . And, thinks I, this will be 
^tuppence coloured,' and spicy as all 
round my hat. 

1883. D, News, 8 Feb., 3. 7. The 
decision I have quoted is on all fours 
with this case. 

Allacompain, subs, (rhyming). — 
Rain : also alacompain, ali- 

CUMPANE, ELECAMPAIN I cf, 

France and Spain. 

All- (or I'm-) afloat, subs, (rhym- 
ing). — A coat. 

All- BONES, subs, phr. (old). — A 
thin bony person. 

1602. Heywood, How a Man may 
Choose, etc., s.v. 

Alleviator, subs, (common). ~A 
drink ; refreshment : see Go. 

1846. Mark Lemon, Golden Fetters, 
If any of you feel thirsty ... I shall be 
happy to stand an alleviator. 

Alley (Ally or Alay), subs, 
(school). — I. A superior kind 
of marble. [Supposed to= 
'alabaster,' of which they are 
sometimes made.] Also ally 
TOR (or taw) : cf, stoney {(J,v,\ 
blood-alley, and commoney 
{q,v.). 
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\rao, Db Foe, Duncan Campbell^ 
iv. A large bag of marbles and alleys. 

1748. Phil. Trans. ^ xlv. ^56. Pellets, 
ly called alleys, ndiiai boys play 



vulgarl 
witHaL 



1807. Coleridge, Own Timesy 
III. 053. While he was plajring at 
marbles would quarrel with the taws and 
ALAYS in his mouth, because he had under- 
stood it was the way Demosthenes had 
learned to splutter. 

1833. Paris, PkUos, in Sport, x. 17X. 
Why, 3rour taw b a brown marble, and 
your ALLY ... a very white one, is it 
not? 

1837. Dickens, Pickwick Papers^ 
358. Inquiring whether he had won any 
ALLEY tors ot commoneys lately. 

1865. Craik, Christian's Mistake^ 
37. An ALLY TAW, that is, a real alabaster 
marble. 

1876. ^ Clemens, Tom Sawyer ^ 27. 
Jim, 111 give you a marble. I'll give you 
a white alley. White alley, Jim I And 
it's a bully taw. 

2. (venery).— The alley = 
the female pudendum : se^ 
Monosyllable. 

The Alley, subs, phr, (Stock 
Exchange). — Change Alley: cf. 
House, Lane, Street, etc. 

172a The Bubbler's Medley, Stock 
Jobbing Cards y or the Humours 0/ Change 
Alley [Title]. 

1775. Ash, Dict.y s.v. Alley . . . 
The place in the City of London where the 
public funds are bought and sold. 

1819. Moore, Tom Crib, 19. To 
office with all due despatch through the 
air, To the Bulls of the Alley, the fate 
of the Bear. 



All- FIRED, adj, phr, (orig. Ameri- 
can). — A general intensive : e,g,^ 
ALL-FIRED (= violent) abuse; 
an ALL-FIRED ( = tremendous) 
NOISE; an all-fired (=very 
great) hurry, etc. Also as 
0^2^.= unusually, excessively. For 
an apparent origin, see quot. 1755. 



[1755. World, ijjo. How arbitrary 
. . . does mankind join words, that reason 
has put asunder 1 Thus we often hear of 
HELL.PIRB COLD, <^ deviUsh handsome, 
and the like.] 

1835. Haliburton, Clockmaker, i. 
xxiv. ^Look at that 'ere Dives.' tney 
say, 'what an all-pired scrape he got 
into by his avarice with Lazarus.' Ibid. 
I jumps up in an all-fired hurry. 

1844. Major Jones's Courtship, 87. 
The first thing I know'd, my trowsers 
were plastered all over with hot molasses, 
which burnt all-firbd bad. 

1845. Knickerbocker Mag. [Bart- 
LETT]. I'm djring— I know I am I The 
doctor will charge an all-pired price to 
core me. 

1850. Porter, Tales of the South- 
west, 58. Old Haines sweating like a 
pitcher with ice-water in it, and looking 
ALL-FIRED tired. 

c. i860. Milne, Farm Fence, 8. 
Wonder if it is rum make potatoes rot so 

ALL-FIRBDLY. 

z86x. Hughes, Tom Brown at 
Oxford, xl. ' I knows I be so all-pired 
jealous; I can't abear to hear o' her 
talkin', let alone writin' to ' 

c. 1866. Pickings from the Picayune, 
67. They had a migbty deal to say up in 
our parts about Orleans, and how all- 
fired easy it is to make money in it ; but 
it's no ham and all hominy, I reckon. 

1883. Payn, Thicker than Water, 
xviL You've been an all-fired time, you 
have, in selling those jars. 

All- FOURS. To play at all- 
fours, verb, phr, (venery). — To 
copulate : see Ride. 

See ALU 

All-qet-out. That beats all- 
get-out, phr, (American).— A 
retort to any extravagant story or 
assertion. 

All- HARBOUR- LIGHT, /^r. (rhym- 
ing). — SeeK^KA, 

1897. Marshall. Pomes, 46. Note. 
Learned Judges, worthy Magistrates and 
other Innocents, are inform^ that 'all 
HARBOUR light' is cabby's favourite 
rhyming slang for 'all right.' Ibid, As 
westward she sailed, she remarked, Thb 
is ALL harbour light. 
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Allicholly, subs, (old). — Melan- 
choly; solemncholly(^.».)» 

1595. Shakspbarb, Two Gent 
Verona^ iv. 2. aj. Now, my young guest, 
methinks you're allycholly. Ibid. 
(iS96)» Merry Wioes^ i. 4. 164. She is 
given too much to allicholy and musing. 

1736. Walpole, Letters (1861), i. 8. 
A disconsolate wood-pigeon in our grove 
... is so ALLICHOLLY as any thing. 

All Nations, subs, (old).— i. 
The tap-droppings of spirits and 
malt liquors : also alls, or ALL 
SORTS (Grose). 

1859. Sala, Gaslight and Daylight^ 
vL A counter perforated . . . allowing 
the drainings, overflowings, and out-si>ill- 
inffs ... to drop through, which, being 
collected with sundry washings, and a 
dash, perhaps, of fresh material, is . . . 
dispensed under the title of all sorts. 

2. A parti-coloured or patched 
garment; a Joseph's coat. 

All-niqht-man, subs, phr. (ob- 
solete). — A body-snatcher ; a 
resurrectionist {q.V.), 

1861. Ramsay, Remin,^ iL 133. The 
body lifters, or all-night-men, as they 
were wont to be called. 

Allot. To allot upon, verb, 
phr, (American colloquial). — To 
count upon; TO RECKON {q.v,) ; 
TO CALCULATE {q.V,\ 

18 16. Pickering, Voct»b. U. S., 31. 
I allot upon going to such a place. 

1840. Haliburton, Clockmaker 
(1862), 93. And I allot we must econo- 
mise, or we will be ruined. 

All-out, subs, phr, (old colloquial). 
— A bumper ; a carouse. Hence 
TO DRINK ALL ouT=to drain a 
bumper. 

1530. Palsgrave, Lang: Francoyse, 
676. 2. I quaught, I dkinkb all out. 

1542. Boorde, Int. Know.^ 151. 
There be many good felowes, the wyche 
wyll drynkb all out. 



1605. Verstegan, Dec. IntelL 
(16^4), 13. To say drink a Garaus . , , 
which is to say ^l-out. 

161 1. Cotgrave, Dict.f s.v. A Hum, 
all-out ; or a carouse fully drunk up. 

All-overish, adj. (colloquial). — 
An indefinite feeling of^ appre- 
hension or satisfaction. Also TO 

FEEL ALL OVER ALIKE, AND 

TOUCH NOWHERE = to feel con- 
iiisedly happy. Also as subs, 

1841. John Mili^, Old EngHsk 
Gentleman, xxiv. 186. 'Isn't it natural 
for a body to feel a sort of a queer all- 
overishness on the eve of a wedding, I 
should like to know?' 

z8qz. Mayhew, London Letb., in. 
52. When the mob began to gather round, 
I felt all-overish. 

1854. Ainsworth, Flitch 0/ Bacon, 
II. v. I feel a sort of shivering and all- 
overishness. 

1864. Clarke, Box for Season, 11. 
195. That indescribable all-overish- 
ness, resulting from too much drink. 

1882. Society, 1 1 Jan. , 11. 1. ' What's 
the trouble?' asked the doctor. ' I feel a 
sort of dislocated all-overishness.' 

All - OVER - pattern, subs^ phr, 
(colloquial). — See quot. 

1881. F. £. HuLME, Suggestions in 
Floral Design, A term (all over 
pattern] used to denote a design in which 
the whole of a field b covered with orna- 
ment in contradistinction to such as have 
units only at intervals, leaving spaces of 
the ground between them. 

Allow, subs. (Harrow School). —A 
boy's weekly allowance. 

Verb, (chiefly dialectical and 
colloquial American). — To admit, 
declare, intend, think. 

1580. Barbt, Ahearie, A297. To 
Alowe, to make good or allowable, to 
declare to be true. 

1843. Carlton, New Purchase 
(BartlettJ. The lady of the cabin 
seemed kind, and allowed we had better 
stop where we were. 
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All-standing, 



1856. Faknham, CaU/omia [Bast* 
LETT]. Gentlemen frmn Arkansas 
ALLOWED that California was no better 
than other countries. 

[?]. Dialect BaUad, ' Tom Cladpole's 
Journey to Lunnun.' He 'lowed he'd ge 
me half a crown, An treat me wud some 
beer. 

1871. Howell, Suburban Sketches^ 
58. He said he allowed to woric it out. 

1879. King, Surra Neoada^ v. 98. 
I allow you have killed your coon in 
your day. 

1875. Parish, Diet Sussex Dialect^ 
13. Master Nappet, he allowed that it 
was almost too bad. 

x88o. Harris, Uncle Remtts, 48. I 
*low'd mavbe dat I mif ht ax yo' for ter 
butt 'gin de tree. /bia.j 50. Brer Rabbit 
he 'low he wuz on his way to Miss 
Meadows. 

1880. Scribner's Mag.^ June^ 893. I 
'lowed I'd make him sorry fur it, an' I 
reckon I hev. 



All-round (Amer. All-around), 

adj, pkr, (colloquial). — Generally 
capable, adaptable, or inclusive; 
affecting all alike: e,g,^ an all- 
round (= average) rent; an 
ALL-ROUND (= thorough) scamp ; 

an ALL-ROUND CRICKETER = one 
good alike at batting, bowling, 
and fielding. Hence all- 

ROUNDBR. 

1869. NoUs on N. W. Prov. India^ 
98. An all round rent of so much per 
acre charged on the cultivation. 

1881. Payn, Grape from a Thom^ 
xL He's a bad one all round. 

c. 1883. Angler's Souvenir ^ 230. Very 
few anglers are all round men — j.^., 
devote themselves to . . . all branches of 
angling alike. 

1883. Graphic^ ix August. 138. a. 
Foremost still as an * all-round cricketer 
stands W. G. Grace. 

1884. Shepherd, Prairie Exper.^ 
192. One of the usual all-round men, 
who considered that he could do most 
things. 

1886. Lowell^ Oration at Harvard^ 
8 Nov. Let our aim be ... to give an 
ALL-ROUND education. 



All-roun DER,Xff^j./^r. (common). 
— I. A shirt collar; spec one 
the same height all round the 
neck, meeting in front, or (as in 
clerical collars) at the back. 

18^7. Trollops, Three Clerks, xzil 
He had bestowed . . . the greatest amount 
of personal attention on his collar. . . . 
Some people may think that an all- 
rounder is an ALL-ROUNDER, and that if 
one is careful to get an all-rounder one 
has done all that is necessary. But so 
thought not Macassar Jones. 

i860. All Year Round, 4a. 369. 
That particularly demonstrative type . . . 
known as the all rounder. 

1865. Strangford, Selection (1869), 
II. 163. Dressed in full uniform, with high 
stand-up collar ; die modem all rounder 
not havmg got so &r into Asia. 

1875. Chambers* Journal, No. ^. 
To present himself in an all rounder nat 
and coat of formal cut on Sunday. 

2. 5^ All-round. 

All Saints. Su Mother of 
All Saints, adding quot. infra, 

1773. Bridges, Burlesque Homer, 
400. He drinks the mother op all 
SAINTS : But tho' the toast's the very same, 
In Greek it bears another name. 

ALL8L0P8, subs, (common). — 
Allsopp and Sons' ale. [At one 
time their brew, formerly of 
the finest quality, had greatly 
deteriorated.] 

ALL-80RT8. See All-nations. 



Su Mother of All 



All Sou L8. 

Souls. 



Allspice, subs, (common). — A 
grocer : see Trades. 

All-standing, adv, pkr. (nautical). 
— Fully dressed : hence TO TURN 

IN ALL-STANDING = to go tO bed 

in one's clothes. Also brought 
UP ALL-STANDING = taken un- 
awares. 
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Alma Mater, subs, phr, (collo- 
quial). — Originally (and properly) 
one's University ; now applied to 
any place of training: school, 
college, or University. 

1701. Farquhar, Sir Harry Wild' 
air. ii. i. Ay, there [Oxford] have I been 
sacking my dear Auma M atbr these seven 
years ... in spite of the university, I'm 
a pretty gentleman. 

^ 1718. Pope, Dunciad, iiL 338. Till 
Isis' elders reel . . . And Alma Mater 
lye dissolv'd in port. 

1762. FooTB, LtaTi L I. Why. 
then adieu, Alma Mater t . . . farewell 
to the schools, and welcome the theatres. 

177X. Smollett, Humph. Clinker 
f 1900), i. 54. Some good offices which you 
know he has done me since I left Alma 

BfATER. 

1803. Scott (LocKHART, Li/e (1839), 
n. X26]. The literary men of hb Alma 
Mater. 

1833. Peirce, Hist, Harvard [/tuv., 
App. 57. Benjamin Woodbridgc was the 
eldest son of our Alma Mater. 

1853. Bradley, Verdant Green. 11. 
L The man whose school was the Uni- 
versity, whose Alma Mater was Oxonia 
itself. 

1866. Carlvle, Inaug. Address^ 170. 
My dear old Alma Mater. 

1874. The Blue, *Remin. of Christ's 
Hospital.' Au^. The musical arrange- 
ments of our Alma Mater were some- 
thing exceedingly below par. 

Almanack, subs, (venery) — The 
female pudendum : see Mono- 
syllable and Zadkiel. 

Alman-COMB, subs, phr, (old).— 
See quot. and Welsh-comb. 

1653. Urquhart, Rabelais^ l xxi. 
Afterwards he combed his hair with an 
Ai man comb, which b the four fingers and 
the thumb. 

Almighty, adj. and adv, (common). 
— An intensive: mighty, great, 
exceedingly. 

1824. De Quincey, Works (1871), 
XVI. 261. Such rubbish, such almighty 
nonsense (to n>eak transatlaniic/) no cy^ 
has ever beheld. Ibid. [Century], He b 
in an almighty fix. 



1833. Marryat, Peter Simple (1863), 
328. An almighty pretty French pri- 
vateer lying in St. Pierre's. 

1853. Lytton. My Naoel. The 
child . . . b crumbling up and playing 
AiKiGHTY SMASH With that flim-flam boolc. 
Ibid. Enough to destroy and drive into 
'almighty shivers.' a decent fair-play 
Britisher like myself. Ibid. Let us cut 
short a yam of talk which . . . might 
last to * almighty crack.' 

1888. Neu) York Mercury^ 21 Jtily. 
I wonder whether the other boys gits as 
many customers to that place? ... If 
they do it must be almighty full some- 
times. 

Almighty - gold (-money, or 
[American] -DOLLAR), sttbs* phr. 
(old). — ^The power or worship of 
money; Mammon. 

1616. JoNSON, Epistle to EHzabeth^ 
Countess 0/ Rutland. Whikt that for 
which all virtue now b sold. And almost 
every vice, almightie gold. 

1706. Farquhar, Recruiting Officer^ 
iii. 2. In what shape was the almighty 
gold transformed that has bribed you so 
much in hb favour ? 

1839. Washington Irving, Wol- 
ferfs Roost: A Creole Village^ 40. The 
almighty dollar, that great object of 
universal devotion throughout our land, 
seems to have no genuine devotee in these 
peculiar villages. 

1857. BoRTHWiCK, Cali/omia^ 165. 
The almighty dollar exerted a more 
powerful influence in California than in 
the old States ; for it overcame all pre- 
exbting false notions of dignity. 

1876. Besant and Rice, Golden 
Butterfly^ xxii. Genius . . . b apt to 
be careless of the main chance. It^ don't 
care for the almighty dollar; it lets 
fellows like me heap up the stamps. 

x886. Sutherland, Australia^ 102. 
The travelling Yankee, with an overwear- 
ing confidence in the almighty dollar. 

Almond - for - a - parrot, phr, 
(old).— 5^ quot 1672. 

4^x529. Skelton, Speake Parrot^ 7. 
Then parrot must haue an almon or a 
date. 
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1581. RiCHS, Farewell MiL Prof, 
[Sh AKSPEARB Soc ], 63. Havc you founde 
your tongue, now pretie peatef then wee 
most have an almon for parrat. 

159a Nash, Almond FOB A Parrot 
[TiUei: 

1607. Dekker. IVesiward Hoe, v. 3. 
Mob. We ... he laughine ... to 
remember how we sent you a bat •fowling. 
Wafer, An almond, parrot ; that's my 
Mao's voice. 

X672. Ray [Hazlitt], Almond for 
A PARROT . . . Some trifle to amuse a silly 
person. 

Aloft. To go aloft, verb, phr, 
(nautical).— To die : see Hop the 
Twig. 

1693. E. Walker^ Morals 0/ Epic- 
Utus (i 737), Intr. His nch soul aloft did 

SOAR. 

c, 1800. DiBDiN, Tom Bowling, No 
more he'll hear the tempest howling, For 
death has broached him to. . . . Faithful 
below, Tom did his duty. And now he's 
GONE aloft. 

To COME ALOFT, verb. phr. 
(old colloquial). — I. To vault ; to 
play tricks : as a tumbler. 

1634. Massinger, Bondman, iiL 3. 
Do you grumble? you were ever A brainless 
ass ; but if thb hold. 111 teach you To 
COME ALOFT, and do tricks like an ape. 

2. (venery). — To mount 

1590. Spenser, Fairy Queen, . , , 
That night nine times he came aloft. 

Along of, prep, phr. (colloquial 
or dialectical). — On account 
of; owing to; pertaining to; 
about : also (formerly) along 
ON. [The O.E.D. traces the 
phrase back to Anglo-Saxon 
times: King Alfred (880). 
iELFRic {c. 1000) ; Beket{c. 1300), 
from which period the history is 
continued infrd\. 

136^ Chaucer, Trains, ii. looi. 
On me is not along thin evil fare. Ibid. 
(1383), Cant, Tales, 16398. I can not tell 
whereon it was along, But wel I wot gret 
strif is us among. 



1489. Caxton, Faytes of Armes, i. 
viiL 19. Whome it is alongb or causeth. 

1530. Palsgrave, Langue Fran- 
coyse, 437. a. I am longe of thb stryfe : 
je suis en cause de cest estrif, 

c. 1570. Thynne, Pride and Lowl, 
(1841), 56. The villain sayth it is all long 
OF me. 

1581. Stafford, Exam, 0/ Com- 
plaints, 16 (New Shaks. Soc). Complain- 
mg of general poverty, he says : ' Where- 
of it is longe, I cannot well telL' 

1601. Holland, PUny, as [Morris, 
Elem. Hist. Eng^. Gram., 198]. And that 
is LONG OF contrarie causes. 

1603. Return from Parnassus 
[Arber], Prol. 3. It's all long on you. 

161 1. Sh AKSPEARB, Cymbeline, v. 5. 
371. Oh, she was naught ; and long of 
her it was. That we meet here so 
strangely. 

1 767. Brooke, Foolo/Quality (1792), 
II. 88. Tis all along of you that I am 
thus haunted. 

180J. Scorr, Last Minstrel, v. xxix. 
Dark Musgrave, it was long of thee. 

1858. Dickens, Christmas Stories, 
Going into Society,' 65. Would he object, 
to say why he left it? Not at all ; why 
should he? He left it along of a dwarf. 

1881. Black, Beautiful Wretch, 
xviiL Mayhap the concert didn't come 
off, ALONG OF the snow. 

Along -8H0RE (or Longshore) 
BOY (or Man), subs, phr, 
(old).~A landsman (Grose). 

Aloud, adv, (colloquial). — An in- 
tensive: e.g, TO TALK ALOUD = 

to rave; to think aloud = to 
talk ; TO WALK ALOUD = to run ; 

TO STINK ALOUD = tO OVer- 

power. 

1872. D. News, 28 Feb. The stuff, 
to quote the trenchant expression of an 
onlooker, stank aloud. 

Alpha and Omega (The), si^s, 
phr, (venery). — The female 
pudendum : see Monosyllable. 
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Alphabet, Through the al- 
phabet, phr, (colioquial). — 
Completely ; first and last. 

AL8ATIA, subs, (old).— I. White- 
friars: a district adjoining the 
Temple, between the Thames 
and Fleet Street. [Formerly the 
site of a Carmelite convent 
(founded 1241) and possessing 
certain privileges of sanctuary. 
These were confirmed by a 
charter of James I. in 1608^ 
whereafter the district speedily 
became a haunt of rascality in 
general, a Latinised form of 
Alsace having been jocularly 
conferred on it as a * debateable 
land.' Abuses, outrage, and riot 
led to the abolition of its 
right of sanctuary in 1697.] 
aLo Alsatia the higher. 
Whence Alsatia the lower = 
the liberties of the Mint in 
Southwark ; Alsatian = a 
rc^ue, debtor or debauchee ; a 
resident in Alsatia: and as 
a dj. = roguish, debauched ; 
Alsatia - phrase = a canting 
term (B. E. and Grose). \,See 
Scott, Fortunes of Nigel^ chaps, 
xvi. and xviL]. 

1688. Shadwbll, So, of ALSATIA I. 
in wks. (1790), iv. 27. He came out of 
White Fryers: hcs some Alsatian 
bully. 

1691. LuTTRELL, Brief Rel. (1857), 
II. 259. The benchers of the Inner 
Temple having given orders for bricking 
up their little gate leading into White« 
fryers ... the Alsatians came and 
pulled it down. 

1691-2. Gentlemen* s Journal^ Feb., 
5. Knights of the post, Alsatian 
braves. 

1704. Gentleman Instructed^ 491. 
He spurr'd to London, and left a thousand 
curses behind him. Here he struck up 
with sharpers, scourers, and Alsatians. 



1704. Swift, Tale of a Tud^ 
I Apology for Author.' The second 
instance to shew the author's vdt is not his 
ovm, is Peter's banter (as he calls it in his 
Alsatia phrase) upon transubstantiation. 

1709. Steele, Tatler^ 66. Two of 
[my] supposed dogs [i.e.^ gamblers or 
sharpers] are said to be whelped in 
Alsatia, now in ruins; but they, with 
the rest of the pack, are as pernicious as if 
the old kennel had never been broken 
down. 

1787. Grose, Prov. Glossary^ etc, 
(i8ii), 82. A 'squire of Alsatia. A 
spendthrift or sharoer, inhabiting places 
formerly privileged from arrests. 

1823. Scott, Fortunes of Nigel^ 
xvii. You shall sink a nobleman in the 
Temple Gardens, and rise an Alsatian 
at Whitefriars. ... An extravagantly 
long rapier and poinard marked the true 
Alsatian bully. 

2. (common). — Hence any 
rendezvous or asylum for loose 
characters or criminals, where 
immunity from arrest is tolerably 
certain ; a disreputable locality : 
the term has sometimes been 
applied (venomously) to the 
Stock Exchange. Alsatian = 
an adventurer ; a Bohemian. 

1834. Lytton, La^t Days of Pomp. 
The haunt of gladiators and prizefighters — 
of the vicious and penniless — of the savage 
and the obscene— the Alsatia of an 
^cient city. 

i8[?]. Greenwood, Gambling Hell, 
For this ruin the gambling house b 
responsible. Huntley is but one of the 
thousands who are stripped annually of 
all they possess in this modem Alsatia. 

1861. Braddon, Trail of Serpent^ 
II. I Blind Peter was the Alsatia of 
Slo[)perton, a refuge for crime and 
destitution. 

1865. D, Telegraphy 22 Dec, 4. 6. 
The two countries are so closely^ allied 
that one cannot possibly be turned into an 
Alsatia for the criminals of the other. 

1876. Lord Justice James {Ex 
parte Saffery re Cooke, Loftu Times^ 35, 
718]. The Stock Exchange is not an 
Alsatia ; the Queen's laws are paramount 
there, and the Queen's writ runs even into 
the sacred precmcts of Capel-court. 
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1883. Bbsant, All Sorts and ConeL 
of Men^ vii. The road has come to be 
regarded as one of those Alsatian retreats, 
growing every day rarer, which are 
beyond and above the law. 

Alt. In alt, adv. phr, (old 
colloquialX —In the clouds ; h%h- 
flying; dignified. \AUi5sitno=^ 
a musical term]. Cf, Altitudb. 

17^8. Richardson, Clarissa^ v. 145. 
The fair fugitive was all m alt. 

X784. Euro^an Mag,^ v. 43^. 1 
know you to be in alt as to your rehgion. 

X796. BuRNBV, Camilla^ 11. v. 
Come ... be a little less in alt . . . 
and answer a man ndien he speaks to yon. 

i7[?]. CoLMAN, Musical Lady^ L 
Moderato . . . madam ! Your ladyship's 
absolutely in alt . . . You have raised 
your voice . . . since you came into the 



Altar, subs, (venery). — The female 
pudendum \ see Monosyllable. 
Also Altar of Hymen (of 
love, of pleasure). 

Altemal (or Altumal), subs,^ 
adu, etc. (OldCant.).— 5^^quots. 
Also as intj, (American thieves') 
= *Cut it short,' * stow it' 

{q.V,\ 'stash it* (^.».). 
[O.E.D. : <Lat cUtum, the deep, 
ue, the sea + AL.' Dutch 
altermal,'\ 

c. 1696. B. E. Diet. Cant. Crew^ s.v. 
Altbmall, altogether. 

17x1. Medleys^ 29 Jan. (1712), 186. 
Hb altumal cant, a mark of his poor 
Traffick and Tar-Education. 

1753. Chambers, C>v:/.5Mi^. Altu- 
mal, a term used to denote the mercan- 
tile style, or dialect. In this sense, we 
meet witn altumal cant, to denote the 
language of petty traders and tars. 

1785. . Grose. Vulg, Tongue^ s.v. 
Altamel. A verbal or lump account, 
without particular, such as is commonly 
produced at bawdy-houses, spunging- 
houses, etc. Ibid.^ 8.v. Dutch reckoning 
<Mr Allb-mal. 



1859. Matsell, Rogue's Lexicon. 

* On the Trail* What was the altemal? 
It only raised fifteen cases. The dummy 
raked a case and a half, and the thunble 
was a first, but the slang and onions were 
bene. 

Alter. To alter the jeff's 
CLICK, verb, phr, (tailors'). —To 
'make up' a garment without 
regard to the cutter's chalkings or 
instructions. 

Altham, subs, (Old Cant).— 5^ 
quot. 

1563. AwDELEV, Fratemitye 0/ 
Vacabondes (E. E. T. S.), 4. A curtail is 
much like to the Vpright man, but hys 
authority is not fully so great. He vseth 
onnmonly to go with a short cloke, like 
to grey Friers, and his wtunan with him 
in like liuery, vi^ich he calleth hb altham 
if she be hys. 

Altitude. In one*s altitudes, 
phr. (old)i — Gfcneric for high- 
mindedness. ( i ) = in lofty mo^ ; 
(2)= in high spirits ; (3)= * hoity- 
toity'; and (4)= drunk (B. E. 
and Grose); see Screwed. 

1616. Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Laws of Candy ^ iL This woman's in the 
altitudes. 

1630. JoNSON, New Inuy i. I have 
talked . . . above my share, . . . and 
been in the altitudes, the extravagants. 

1668. Drydbn, Evening's Looe^ iii. 
If we men could but learn to value our- 
selves, we should soon take down our 
mistresses from all their altitudes, and 
make them dance after our pipes. 

1705. Vanbrugh, Confed. v. Clar. 
'Who makes thee cry out thus, poor 
Brass?' Brass. 'Why, your husband, 
madam ; he's in his altitudes here.' 

c. 1733. North, Examen^ 258. If we 
would see him in his altitudes, we must 

§0 back to the House of Commons . . . 
tiere he cuts and slashes at another rate. 

1748. Richardson, Clarissa^ \. 953. 

• The iirl has got into her altitudes. 
Aunt Hervey.'said mv sister. 'You see, 
Madam, she spares nobody.' 
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1783. Johnson, Letter 993 (1788), 
11. 25a. While you were in your alti- 
tudes, at the Opera. 

1783. BuRGOYNB, Lord of the 
Manor y ii. i. Sophia. Sir, I have tried 
... to treat you with respect ; ... re- 
sentment and contempt are the only 

Contrast, Clarissa Harlow in her alti- 
tudes! 

1785. Grose, Diet. Vulgar Tongue. 
The man b in his altitudes, i.e,^ he is 
drunk. 

Altocad, subs, (Win. Coll.).— A 
paid member of the choir who 
takes ALTO. 

Altogether, subs, (old colloquial). 
— A whole ; a tout-ensemble, 

1667. Watkrhovsk^ Fire o/London^ 
141. Her Congregations, Her Citizens, 
Her altogether has been as wderly . . . 

1674. Fairfax, Bulk and Selo^ 33. 
We only call . . . God's Allfillingness an 
altogether, to loosen it from any thing 
of sundership. 

1865. Pall Mall Gaz.^ 26 June, 9. 
American fingers . . . impart a finish and 
an ALTOGETHER (this is much better than 
to steal tout-ensemble from the wicked 
Emperor) . . . 

The altogether, subs. phr. 
(artists*). Nudity ; * in the al- 
together nude ' : popularised 
by Du Maurier's novel and play, 
THlby, 

Alybbeg. See Lybbege. 

Alycom PAINE. See Allacom- 

PAIN. 

Amazon, xi^j. (colloquial). —i A 
masculine woman ; a virago. 
Also (the adjectival preceded the 
figurative substantive usage) 
Amazonian = manlike, bold, 
quarrelsome [in quot. l6iO= 
beardless]. 

1595. Shakspbarb, 3 Henry F/., i. 
4. How ill-beseeminc; is it in thy sex To 
triumph like an Amazonian truu. Jbid. 
(1610), Coriolanus^ ii. 2. His Amazonian 
chin. 



1609. C. '^xhaxr. Monorchia Fern- 
inina (1673), ^* These Amazonian 
dames begm to wax weary of their 
mates. 

1711. Steele, Spectator. 104, 3. 
This Amazonian Hunting Habit for 
Ladies. 

1758. Johnson, Idler^ No. 6, a. 1 
am far from wishing . . . the Amazon 
. . . aqy diminution . . . of fame. 

1762. Goldsmith, Female War- 
riors [British Mag.^ Jan.]. When I see 
the avenues of the Strand beset every 
night with fierce Amazons ... I cannot 
help wishing that such martial talents 
were converted to the benefit <^ the 
public 

1767. Fordvce, Sermons to Young 
JVomen^ i. iii. 105. To . . . men an 
Amazon never fails to be forbidding. 

1809. Byron, Childe Harold^ i. 57. 
Yet are Spain's maids no race of Amazons, 
But formd for all the 'witching arts of 
love. 

1837. HowiTT, Rural Life, iii. vL 
Hb Amazonian lady, half the head taller 
than himself. 

1837. Carlyle, French Rev., i. vii. 
5. Him . . . they suspend there ... a 
horrible end! Nay, the rope broke, as 
French ropes often did; or else an 
Amazon cut it. 

1839. Ainsworth, Jack Shepherd 
(1889), 69. Mistress Poll Maggot was a 
beauty on a much larger scale — in fact, a 
perfect Amazon. 

1844. Blackwood!s Mag.^ Ivi. 2x4. 
Caps were dragged oflF, and nails shown 
with Amazonlan spirit. 

1853. Kane, Grinnell Exp., xlvi. 
425. Extremes meet in the E^squimaux of 
Greenland and the Amazons of Faris. 

2. (obsolete chess). — The 
Queen. 

1656. Bealb, Chesse-piay, a. The 
Queen or Amazon is placed in the fourth 
house from the comer of the field by the 
Slide of her King, and alwayes in her own 
colour. 

AMBA88AD0R, subs, (nautical).— 
*A trick to duck some ignorant 
fellow or landsman, frequently 
played on board ship in the warm 
latitudes. It is thus managed : a 
large tub is filkd with water, and 
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two stools placed on each side of 
it. Over the whole is thrown a 
tarpaulin, or old sail, which is 
kept tight by two persons seated 
on the stools, who are to represent 
the king and queen of a foreign 
country. The person intended 
to be ducked plays the aml»ssa- 
dor, and after repeating a ridicu- 
lous speech dictated to him, is led 
in great form up to the throne, 
and seated between the king and 
queen, who rise suddenly as soon 
as he is seated, and the unfortu- 
nate ambassador is of course 
deluged in the tub* (Grose). 

Ambassador of Com merge, subs, 
(common). — A commercial tra- 
veller ; A BAGMAN (q,V,), 

1903. People^ 39 Mar., 12. 5. 
Ambassadors of commbrcb. London 
Commercial Travellers' Benevolent Society 
(Title). 

AMBE8-ACE. See AMES-ACE. 

Ambia, jf^j. (American).— Chewed- 
tobacco juice (Bartlett): also 
see quot. 

1889. C J. Leland \Sla$ig Jargon 
andCant^ s.v. Ambia. The word ambia, 
as generally used at Princeton, which 
largely represents the solid South, is not 
applied to saliva, but to the intensely 
strong nicotine^ or thick brown substance 
which forms m i>ipes. I have always 
supposed that it b merely a Southern 
vanadon of amber, which exactly repre- 
sents its colour. 

Ambidexter (or Ambodexter). 

subs, (old legal). — See quots. 
Hence (2) a double-dealer; a 
VICAR OF Bray (^.». ). Also as 
a^'.= deceitful, tricky. 

153a. Use of Dice Play (1850), 17. 
Any affinity with our men of law? Never 
with these that be honest. Marry! with 
such as be ambidexters, and used to 
play in both the hands. 

1555. Ridley, Works^ 27. They 
may be called neutrals, ambidexters, or 
rather such as can shift on both sides. 



xcSq. Golden Mirrour [Narbs). 
An other sorte b«tfaa to hyde their head, 
And many other did ambodexter play. 

1598. Florid, Worlde 0/ Wordest 
S.V. Desiriggiare, 

1599. Pbelb, Sir Cfyomon [IVorks^ 
iii 44]. Such shifting knaves as I am the 
ambodexter must pUiy. 

1607. CowELL, Lam Diet. s.v. 
Ambidexter . . . that juror that taketh 
of both parties i<x the giving of his 
verdict. 

1613. Finch, Lam (1636), 186. To 
call ... an Attomie Ambodexter, or to 
say that he dealeth corruptly. 



S. [Skakspeare Cent. 
These ambi • dexter 



1634. E. 
Praise^ 154]. 
Gibionites. 

1653. Bbulowe, Tkeop.f xiii. xviiL 
2^8. From costly bills of greedy 
Emp'ricks free From plea of Ambo- 
dextbrs fee. 

1691. Blount. Liov Dictionary. 
Ambidexter . . . That Juror or Em* 
braceor who takes Money on both sides, 
for giving his Verdict. 

c. 1696. B. E., Diet. Cant. Crem^ s.y. 
Ambidexter, one that goes snacks in 
gaming with both Parties j also a Lawyer 
that takes Fees of Plaintif and Defendant 



1703. De Foe, Manners. 93. Those 
ambodbxters in Religion, Mnio Can any 
thing dbpute, yet any thing can da 

1705. Hickeringill, Priest-craft 
(x72i), i. 44. Nor Ambodexter Lawyers 
take a Fee On both Sides. 

1841. Disraeli, Amen. Lit. (1850), 
I. 362. Spun out of hb own craity 

AMBIDEXTERITY. 

1856. DovE, Z^^, Chr. Faith, i. iL 
Tortuous and ambidexter sophistries. 

X864. Palgravb, Norm, and Eng. 
in. 278. An ambidexter, owing fealty 
to both . . . and not faithftil to either. 

Ambree. Mary Ambree, subs, 
phr, (old). — Generic for a woman 
of strength and spirit [Nares]. 

Am brol, subs, (B. E. ). * Ambrol, 
among the Tarrs for Admiral' 
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AMBU8H, subs. (American thieves'). 
— Fraudulent weights and mea- 
sures. [A punning allusion: to 
lie in wait, lying weight] Cf, 
Fourbesque (Italian thieves' argot); 
giusta=2i pair of scales, a balance, 
which in Italian = correct. 

Amen, verb, (colloquial).— To finish 
a matter : as AMEN does a prayer ; 
to approve ; to ratify. To say 
Yes and Amen = to agree to 
everything (Grose); amener= 
a general conformist 

i8ia. SouTHEV,Z,^/^^f, ii.aSx. Yea 
verily, this very evening have I amen'd 
the volume. 

1854. Thackeray, Newcomes^ Ivii. 
Is there a bishop on the bench that has not 
amen'd the humbug in his lawn sleeves, 
and called a blessing over the kneeling pair 
of perjurers? 

Amen - bawler (- curler or 
-SNORTER), subs, phr, (old).— 
A parish clerk: also (military) 
amen - wallah : see Black- 
coat (Grose). 

d. 1704. Brown, Works, ii. 16. Lower 
sells penny prayer-books all the week, and 
CURLS AN AMEN in a meeting-house on 
Sundays. 

1858. Mavhew, Paved with Gold^ 
III. ix. He was nicknamed the 'Amen 
BAWLER,' and recommended to take to the 
' hum-box.' 

1888. Bulletin^ 24 Nov. In Maori- 
land it is impossible to swing [a] cat 
without smiting some variety of amen- 
SNORTER. Still the saints are not happy. 

1899. WHiTEiNG,/tfA«5'/., xxi. 'We 
represents the Musselbry branch of the 
Slav'ry Sersiety.' says a sort of Amen-cur- 
LBR, as was at ue 'ead on 'em. 

Amerace, adv. (American thieves'). 
— Near at hand ; within call. 

America, subs, (venery). — The 
female pudendum : see Mono- 
syllable; cf, India. 



1613. Donne, ElegVy xix. 
my rovme hands, and let 
Oh my America . 



License 

roving hands, andTet them go . . . 

my America . . . safest when with 

one man man'd. 



American Shoulders, ji^j. /Ar. 

(tailors'). = A particular *cut* in 
the shoulders of a coat : they are 
shaped to give the wearer a broad 
and burly appearance. 

American Tweezers, subs. phr. 
(thieves'). — An instrument to un- 
lock a door from the outside, 
nippers (q,v,), 

Ames-ace (Ambs-ace, Ambes- 
ACE, etc.), subs, phr, (old collo- 
quial). —I. Orig. and lit. the 
tnrow of two aces ; the lowest 
cast at dice. Hence (2) mis- 
fortune ; bad luck ; nothing. 
Within ames-ace= nearly, very 
near (Grose) : an emphasised 
form of ACE, which see tor other 
quots. 

1297. Robert of GUmc. 51. Ac he 
caste per of ambes as. 

[?]. MS. Laud, 108, f.107. Ake 
i-hered beo swete Jhesu Crist, Huy casten 

AUMBES-AS. 

[?]. Harrowiti^ 0/ Hell, 21 \MS. 
Dtgiy, 36, f. X 19]. Stille be thou, Sathanas, 
The ys fallen ambes aas. 

1383. Chaucer, Cant, Tales, ' Man 
of Lawes Tale,' 25. O noble, O prudent 
folk, as in this cas Your bagges ben not 
filled with ambes as. But with sis cink, 
that renneth for your chance. 

c. 1430. Lvdgate, Minor Poems (1840), 
166. Whos chaunce gothe neyther on synk 
nor sice. But withe ambes ace encresithe 
his dispence. 

</. 1529. Skelton, IVorksy ii. 438. 
This were a hevy case, A chaunce of 
ambesase. To se youe broughte so base. 
To playe without a place. 

1598. Shakspeare, Alps Well, etc., 
ii. 3. I had rather be in^ this choice, than 
throw AMES-ACE for my life. 

1647. Cartwright, Ordinary [Dods- 
LEY, Old Plays (Reed), 238]. May I At 
my last stake, when there is nothing else 
To lose the game, throw ames-ace thrice 
together ! 
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1709. Ward, Ttrrat/Uiust u. 13. 
Tis a meer Scandal for a Man of yoor 
Wealth and Reputation, within Auk& 
Acs of a Scarlet Gown^ to shew yourself 
OMicem'd at such a Tnfle. 

1721. Cbntuvrb, Gtutuster. L i. 
My evil genius flings Am's Ace before me. 

1731. Fielding, Lottery^ i. 349. If 
I can but nick this time, ame s ace, I 
defy thee. 

1870. Lowell, Among my Books^ i. 
192. A lucky throw of words which may 
come up the sices of hardy metaphor, or 
the ambs>ace of conceit 

Aminadab, subs, (old). — A 
Quaker: in contempt (Grose). 



2. (common). — Bum-fodder 



Ward, Terree/ilius, vL 11. 
. was Aminidab's servant till 



1709. 
Abigsiil . . 

happening to uncover her Nakedness . 
he Uiought it best ... to take the Damsel 
to Wife. 

Ammunition, subs. (old). — i. 
Originally applied to every re- 
quisite for soldiers' use, as ammu- 
nition bread, shoes, hat, etc. : 
now only of powder, shot, shell, 
and the like. Whence collo- 
quialisms such as AMMUNITION 
FACES a warlike face ; ammuni- 
tion WIFE (or whore) = a 
soldier's trull (Grose) ; ammu- 
nition LEG=a wooden leg, etc. 

c. 1658. Cleveland, Cleveland Vin- 
dicated (1677), 97. So much for his war. 
like or ammunition face. 

1663. Butler, Hudibras^ i. L 314. 
Link'd with many a piece of ammunition 

BREAD AND CHEESE. 

1693. Robertson, PhraseoL Gen.^ 
1390. An ammunition whore, scorium 
casirense. 

1717. Prior, Alma. iiL 215. That 
sreat Achilles misbt employ The strength 
designed to ruin Troy, He dined on lion's 
marrow, spread On toasts of ammunition- 
bread. 

1766. Smollett, Travels^ v. The 
king . . . allows them soldiers' pay, that is, 
five sob or twcmence halfpenny a day ; or 
rather, three sols and ammunition bread. 

1827. Lytton, Pelham^ viL The 
one milliner's shop was full of fat squiresses, 
buying muslin-ammunition. 



J. (venery). — The 
fluid: su Cream. 



seminal 



d. 1704. Brown, Warks^ i*.JS* "^^ 
lavish Hero fir'd too fast . . . That when 
three pocM* attacks were past He wanted 

AMMUNITION. 

Mouth - ammunition, subs, 
phr, (old).— Food : cf, belly- 
timber. 

1694. MoTTBUX, Rabelais^ v. viL If 
you WGuld consume the mouth-ammu- 
NiTiON of this island, you most rise be- 
times. 

Amoret (or Amorette), subs, 
(old colloquial). — i. Originally 
a sweetheart : su quot. 1400 ; 
spec. (2) a mistress. [O.E.D: 
' Eng. Amoret having become 
obsolete the word ^las recently 
been re-adopted from the 
French* : see sense 4.] Whence 
(3) the concomitants of love : e,g, 
a love-knot, a love-sonnet, love- 
looks {see quot. 1590), and 
(in pi.) ' love-tricks, dalliances ' 

(COTGRAVE) [Cf. AMORETTO 

(from the Ital.) = a lover, a 
sonnet, a sheep's eye.] 

c. xioa Rom, 0/ Rose^ 4758. Eke as 
well bv AMORBTTES In moumins blacke 
as brignt bumettes. /bid. Sga. Clad . . . 
alle in floures and in flourettes. Painted 
alle with amorettbs. 

1483. Caxton, G.de la Tour^ c iv. 
Thought more to complaire and plese their 
AMORETTBS . . . than to plese Cod. 

iS9a Watson, Poems (1870), 171. 
Bestow no wealth on wanton amorets. 

ijga Lodge, Euphues' Gold, Leg. 
Wrytmg amorets. 

c. 150a Greene, Friar Bacon^ xii. 8. 
Should . . . Phoebus scape those piercing 
AMORETS, That Daphne glanced at his 
deity? 

X590. Never too Laie^ 83. Shee 
alluring him with such wilie amorbttbs 
of a curtizan. 
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1594. Dickenson, ^ru^dtf (1878), 71. 
Sweete Amorbts were chaunted. 

1598. Florio, Worlde of Wordes. 
AmorettOy an amoret, a little love, a 
wanton, a paramour. 

1646. Hall, Poems 35. In each 
line lie More Amorbttobs Uien in Doris 
eye. 

1651. Sarpiy 93. My amorbts and 
wantonness. 

1654. Gayton, Fest. NoUs^ 47. The 
AMORBTTO was wont to take his stand at 
one place where sate his mistress. 

1794. Warton, Sappho, When 
AMORBTS no more can shine, And Stella 
owns she's not divine. 

4. (modem). Amourette = 
a love-afi^ ; an intrigue. 

1865. Carlvlb, Fred, Greai^ 11. vii. 
ii. i6x. A curious story about one of 
Prince Fred's amourbttbs. 

i87i. Pall Mall Gas.^ 7 Feb., 11. 
Youthful amourbttbs more or less scan- 
dalous. 

Ampersand, subs. (American).— 
I. The posteriors : see Bum. 

2. (colloquial). — The sign 
* & * ; ampersand. Variants : 

AND-tUSSY-AND; AnN PaSSY 

Ann ; anpasty ; andpassy ; 
anparse ; apersie (q.v.)\ per- 
se ; ampassy ; am-passy-and ; 
amperse - and ; ampus - and ; 

AMPUSSY AND; AMPAZAD ; 
AMSIAM ; AMPUS - END ; AP- 
PERSE • AND ; EMPERSI • AND ; 
AMPERZED ; and ZUMZY-ZAN. 

rjt^, Macklin, Man of the World. 
A shrivelled, cadaverous, neglected piece 
of deformity, i' the shape of an ezard or an 
bmpbrsi-and, at in short anything. 

d. 1843. SouTHEV, Letters, L 20a The 
pen commandeth only twenty-six . . . 
these are its limits— I had forgotten and- 

PUSSBV-AND. 

1859. Eliot, Adam Bede. But he 
observed in apol<%y, that it [the 'z'J was 
a letter >rou never wanted hardly, and he 
thought it had only been put there 'to 
finish off th' alphabet, like, though 
ampus-bnd ("&"] would ha' done as 
well,' for what he could see. 



Amputate, verb, (common).— To 
be off; * TO CUT {q,v,) and run' : 

also to AMPUTATE ONE*S MA- 
HOGANY (or TIMBER). 5^^ Bunk 

and Timber-merchant. 

Amsterdam-whore, subs, phr, 
(old). — See quot. 

1709. Ward, Terreefilius, vL 28. 
She has the face of an Angel, the Shape of 
a Goddess . . . yet . . . she's as False 
and Perfidious as an Amsterdam Whore. 

Amulet (The), subs, (venery).— 
The female pudendum \ see 
Monosyllable. 

AMU8E, verb. (Old Cant, and liter- 
ary). —To cheat, beguile, deceive, 
[O. E. D. . . . * Not in regular use 
before i6oo. ... * the usual sense 
in 17th and i8th centuries '] : spec. 
(B. E. and Grose), *to throw 
dust in one*s eyes by diverting 
one,* * to fling dust or snuff in the 
eyes of the person intended to be 
robbed; ako to invent some 
plausible tale to delude shop- 
keepers and others, thereby to 
put them off their guard.* Whence 
AMUSER=a cheat, a snuff-throw- 
ing thief; *one that deceives* 
(Ash and Grose). 

1480. Ct>:xrto^,OvidMetam.,ya\.\x\. 
I never amused my husbonde. 

1560. Cecil [Strype, Ann. Ref, i 
Uv. 582]. He was secretly employed to 
AMUSE her. 

158?. Whitgikt [Fuller, Church 
Hist., yx. 153]. I doubt not but your 
Lordship will judge those amusers to 
deserve just punishment. 

1673. Marvell, Reh. Transp., ii. 
263. And all to amuse men from ob- 
serving. 

.1728. De Foe, Magic, i. vii. 190. 
Tools of the Devil to cheat and amuse the 
world. 

r»T^ ^756.. ^\Jya^Ry Sublime and Beautiful 
[JVorks, 1. 155]. Amuse and mislead tis 
by fiUse lights. 
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1775. Ash, Dict,^ 8.v. 
. one that deceives. 



Amusbr 



1817. CoBBETT^ year's Resid. Amir, 
(1892)^ 330. It becomes the people of 
Amenca to guard their minds affstinst ever 
being, in any case, amusbo with names. 

Anabaptist, suds, (old).— A thief 
caught in the act and disciplined, 
at the pump or in the horse-pond 
(Grose). 

Anchor, suds. (old). — See qnot 

1785. Gross, K«^. Tangiu, s.v. 
Anchor. Bring your a— se to an anchor, 
<.r., sit down. To let go an anchor to the 
wrindward of the law ; to keep within the 
letter of the law. Sea Wit. 

1853. Bradley, Verdant Green^ 11. 
iii. ' Hullo, Pet ! . . . bring yourself to 
AN anchor, my man.' The Pet according- 
ly ANCHORED himself by dropping on to the 
edge of a chair. 

Ancient. 5^^Antibnt. 

Ancient Mariner, si^s. phr. 
(Univ. Oxford).— A rowing don. 

A n D R ew, subs. (old). — I . A broad - 
sword ; also Andrew Ferrara : 
cf. Gladstone. [Cosmo, Andrea, 
and Gianantonio Ferara, three 
Italian cutlers of Belluno in 
Venetia.] 

x6i8. Fletcher, Cfuutces, viii. 
Here's tough old Andrew. 

2. (old). — A body -servant ; a 
valet : cf. Abigail. 

i6o8. Congreve, Way o/ihe World, 
v. I. I am brought to fine uses, to become 
a botcher of second-hand marriages between 
Abigails and Andrews. 

3. (old). — A ship, whether 
trading or man-of-war: also 
Andrew Millar, and (Grose) 
Andrew Miller's lugger. 
Among Australian smugglers = a 
revenue cutter. 

1591. Harington, Orlando FuriosOy 
XV. 93. Famous Andrew D'Orie, That 
to pyrats so much terror breeds (Little- 
dale]. 



1598. Shakspbarb, Merchant of 
Venice^ i. i. 37. But I should think of 
shallows and on flats. And see my wealthy 
Andrew dock'd in sand. 

Su Merry- Andrew. 

Androqynation (The Work of), 

subs. phr. (venery). — Copulation ; 
' the BEAST with two backs ' (^. v. ). 

Anqel, subs, (nursery).— 5!^ quot 

also FLYING-ANGEL. 

1880. Greenwood, Seaside Insanity 
[Odd PeopU in Odd Places, 45). With 
the youngest but one . . . bestriding his 
shoulder ... his temper is not improved 
by the knowledge that the cherub to whom 
he is giving a flying angel is smearing 
his Sunday hat with the seaweed with 
which its httle fists are full 

Angel on horseback, subs, 
phr, (common). — 5lr^quot. 

1901. Grand, Babs the Impossible^ 
XV. She would especially like a savoury 
that evening . . . Angei^ on horseback, 
now — those delicious little morsels of 
outers rolled in bacon, and served on 
crisp toast, very hot. 

Angel Altogether, subs. phr. 
(West Indian).— A toper. [A 
bon-mot {c. 1876) of a sugar 
planter on the East Coast, Deme- 
rara. A negro, notorious for 
hard drinking, applied for leave ; 
the manager, suspecting Quashie 
wanted to go *on the drink,* 
bantered him. * John I you were 
drunk on Sunday ? ' * Yes, 
massa ! * * Monday too ? * * Yes, 
massa ! ' and the question, being 
repeated for the rest of the week, 
ehcitating similar responses, the 

* boss ' quietly but pointedly said, 

* But, John, you can't be an 

ANGEL ALTOGETHER, you 

know ! * The story got abroad, 
caught on, and in a short time 
the whole colony rang with the 
expression.] 
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Anqelic (or Angelica), subs. 
(old). — A young unmarried 
woman. 

i83x. MoNCRiBFP, Tom and Jerry 
[Dick], 5. This cover-mc-decentiy was 
all very well at Hawthorn Hall, I daresay ; 
but here, among . . . the angblics at 
Ahnack's, ... it would be ... the index 
ofa complete flat. 

ANQELIFER0U8, adj. (American).— 
Angelic ; also super-excellent. 

1837. Bird, Nick of the Woods 
[Bartlett]. Angblipbrous madam ! 

Anqel'8-FOOD, subs. phr. (old).— 
Strong ale. 

1577. Harrison, England. 11. xviiL 
(1877), 295. There b such headie ale and 
beere . . . commonlie called huffe-capp, 
the mad dog . . . angels food, dragons 
milke. 

Anqel'8 Footstool, subs. phr. 
(American). — An imaginary 
square sail, topping the sky- 
scraper {jJ.V.\ THE MOON-SAIL 

{q^v. ), and the cloud-cleaner 
{^q.v.). 

Anqel'8 Gear, subs, phr, (nauti- 
cal). —Female attire. 

Angel'8 Oil, subs. phr. (old).— A 
bribe: also oil of angels. 
[Angel = a gold coin, value 
6s. 8d., first struck by Ed. IV. 
in 1465.] 

Angel'8 Suit, jf^j.//ir. (obsolete 
tailors'). — A 'combination' 
garment for men : the trousers 
were buttoned to coat and waist- 
coat made in one. 

Anqel'8 Whisper, subs. phr. 
(military).— The call to defeulter's 
drill : usually extra fatigue duty. 
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1899. Wyndham, Queen's Service^ 
XXXV. Effective measures are taken to 
prevent defaulters leaving barracks. . . . 
All day long, the bugle sounds at unex- 
pected moments the . . . angel's whis- 
per . . . when there is some extra fatigue 
to be performed. 

Angle, subs, (venery).— The/w«: 
see Prick (Rochester). 

Verb, (old colloquial). — To get 
by stratagem ; to fish {q.v.) ; 
and (in an absolute sense, see 
Angler) to cheat, to steal. As 
subs.^iX) a lure or wile ; (2) a 
victim : hence a simpleton, one 
easily imposed on; and (3) a 
cunning or specious fellow, an 
adventurer. To angle one 
on = to lure. 

IS35* CovERDALE, Biblt^ Eccles. vii. 
i26. A woman is bytterer than death . . . 
for she is a very angle, hu: hert is a 
nett. 

1537- TiNDALE, Eup. St. John, 45. 
He can not . . . hyde the angle of his 
poysoned heresye vnder a bayte of true 
doctrine. 

1586. Sidney [Jamieson]. If he 
shake courteously, he angled the people's 
hearts. 

1589. Pappe with Hatchet, Pref. 3. 
I doo but yet angle with a silken flye, to 
see'whether Martine will nibble. 

1598' Shakspeare, I Henry IV., iv. 
3. By this face^ This seeming brow of 
justice did he win The hearts of all that 
he did angle for. IHd. (1601), AlTs 
Well, y. 3. 212. She did angle for me. 
Madding my eagerness with my restraint. 

160T. JONSON, Poetaster, ii. i. I'll 
go presently and enghlb some broker for 
a poet's gown. 

1653. Walton, Compieat Angler, i. 
You have angled me on with much 
pleasure to the thatched house. 

c. 1683. Oldham, Works, ^/c.(i686), 85. 

Shooes which . . . angled theu: Charity. 

1750. Chesterfield, Letters, 255. 

Modesty is the only sure bait when you 

angle for praise. 

1709. SouTHEV, Love Elesr-t iii. 11. 
125. The subtile line Wherewith the 
urchin angled for my heart. 
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1867. Disraeli \M&m» Star^ 13 
Feb.). We are not angling for a policy. 

To ANGLE FOR FARTHINGS, 

verb, phr, (old). See quot. 1785. 

1700. ConGKRVR^IVayo/ the Worlds 
iii. 6. I hope to see him lod^e in Ludgate 
first, and angle into Blackfhars for brass 
FARTHINGS With an old mitten. 

X785. Grose, VmI^, Tongue^ s.v. 
Angler . . . Angung for farthings. 
Begins oat of a prison-window with a 
cap, or box, let down at the end of a long 
stnng. 

To ANGLE WITH A SILVER 
HOOK, verb, phr, (common). — i. 
To bribe ; and (2) to buy one's 
catch in the market. 

Anqler, subs, (Old Cant.).— 5^ 
quots. To ANGLE = to Steal; 
ANGLING-COVE = a FENCE (q.V,) 

(B. E. and Grose). 

1567. Harman, Caveat^ 3^. These 
hokers, or Angglers be peryllous and 
most wicked Knaues . . . they customably 
carry with them a staffe of v. or vi. foote 
long, in which within one ynch of the tope 
thereof, ys a lytle hole ... in ndiich they 
putte an yron hoke, and with the same 
they wyll plucke vnto them quickly any- 
thing that they may reche ther with. 

1592. Nash, Piers PenniUsse^ 28 b. 
Noble Lord Warden [the devil] of the 
Wenches and Anglers. 

z6io. Rowland, Martin Mark-all 
[Hunt. Club), 8. They are sure to be 
clyd in the night by the angler, or 
hooker, or such like pilferers that Hue 
upon tne spoyle of other poore people. 

1632. Dekker. EngUsh Villanies, 
An ANGLER for duds carries a short 
staff in his hand, which u called a filch, 
having in the nab or head of it a ferme 
(that is to say a hole) into which, upon 
any piece of service, when he goes a 
fildiing, he putteth a hooke of iron, with 
which nook he angles at a window in the 
dead of night for shirts, smockes, or any 
other linen <x woollen. 

1749. Bamfvlde Moore • Carbw, 
Oath of Canting Crew. No dimber 
damber, angler, dancer, Prig of cackler, 
prig of prancer. 



X785. Grose, Vnlg. Tongue^ s.v. 
Anglers. Pilferers or petty thieves, vidio. 
with a stick having a hook at the end, steal 
goods out of shop windows, grates, etc. : 
also those who draw in or entice unwary 
persons to prick at the belt, or such like 
devices. 



Young Prig 
' ' " 83I. 



c. 1819. Sot^ of the 
[Farmer, Musa Pedestris (1896), 
The cleanest angler on the pad. 

1847. Haluwbll, Arch, Words^ 
s.v. Angler. One who b^;s in the day- 
time, observing what he can steal at night. 

ANQL0MANIAC8, subs, phr. (Ameri- 
can).— A club in Boston ; its 
members are opposed to every- 
thing British. 



See Boy and Roar- 



Anqry Boy. 

ING-BOY. 



Angular Party, subs, phr, (com- 
mon).— A gathering of people 
where the number is odd ; say 
three, seven, thirteen, etc. 

Animal, subs, (old).— i. A term of 
contempt ; * a fool — he is a meer 
Animal, he is a very silly Fellow * 
(B. £.,<:. 1696). 

1677. WvcHERLEV, Plain Dealer^ 
III. 

a. (American) — A new cadet 
at the United States Military 
Academy, West Poin^; cf, 

SNOOKER. 

See Whole. 

Animule, subs, (American).— A 
mule. [A portmanteau -word 

{q.V.) : i,e, ANIMAL + MULE.] 



1834(0 
land Monthly\. 



Centre-Pole Bill {Over- 
* Ten miles to town I 
Waal, stranger, I guess I'll stake out here 
to-night. Them animules is too beat to 
do that.' 

Ankle. To sprain one*s ankle, 
verb, phr. (old). — To be got with 
child (Grose). Fr., camr mal 
aux genoux. 
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Ankle- BEATER, sitbs, phr, (old).~ 
A boy-drover : they tended their 
animals with long wattles, and 
beat them on the legs to avoid 
spoiling or bruising the flesh. 
Also PENNY-BOYS {q.v,)\ they 
received one penny per head as 
remuneration. 

ANKLE-8PRING WAREHOUSE, Subs, 
phr. (old).— The stocks. 

1780. Ireu^nd, Sixty Years Ago^ 
96. Kilmainham Minit.' Oh! boys, if 
de mosey was keeper of de ancle-spring 
WAREHOUSE, you cud not help pitying him. 

Ananias, stibs. (common). — A liar. 
Hence Ananias-brand = an im- 
posture ; Ananias-club = an 
imaginary collection of liars ; TO 
PLAY Ananias and Sapphira 
(thieves') = to keep back part of 
the swag. 

1891. Carbw, Auto, of Gipsy^ 414. 
He 'cused me o' playin' Ananias and 
Sapphira — pinchin the regulars as we 
call it. 

1896. LiLLARD, Poker Stories, 
' Stories told at the Ananias club ' [Title 
of chapter). 

Anna \^§<r\§<^ subs, phr, (rhyming). 
— A fire. 

1892. Marshall, The Rusher 
[Snorting- Times^ 29 Oct.) My round- 
the-houses I tried to dry, By the Anna 
Maria's heat. 

Anne. See Bacon, Sight, and 
Thumb. 

An N EX, verb, (American). —To 
steal ; TO convey {q.v,). 

Anno Domini Ship, subs, phr, 
(whaling). — An old - fashioned 
whaler (Century). 

Annual, subs, (colloquial). — A 
holiday taken once in twelve 
months: cf. annual (old)=a 
mass said, or rent paid, and 
(modern) a book issued, yearly. 



Anodyne, jf^j. (American thieves*). 
—Death: as »«r^= to kill Also 
(Old Cant), anodyne neck- 
lace (or necklace) = a halter 
(Grose). See Horse-collar, 
Ladder, and Nubbing-cheat. 

[1636. Fletcher, Bloody Brother ^ 
iii. 2. Speaks of the hangman's halter as 
a 'necklace.'] 

X766. Goldsmith, Vicar 0/ WakC' 
field [Works (Globe), xx. 43]. May I die 
by an anodyne necklace, but I'd rather 
be an underturnkey in Newgate. 

Anoint, verb, (old).— i. To flatter ; 
to butter (^.z;.). 

c, 1400^ Rom. Rose^ ioS7« These 
losengeris hem preyse and smylei 
thus the world with word anoyntb 



And 



I anoynten. 

1483. Caxton, G.dela Tour, H v b. 
More worthe is the frend whiche prycketh 
than the fiaterynge frend whiche 
enoynteth. 

2. (old). — To bribe ; * to 
grease the palm * (q,v, ) ; to 
*creesh the loof.' 

1584. Knox, Hist, of Reformation ^ 
[Works (1846), I. 102]. Yea, the handis 
of our Lordis so liberallie were anoynted. 

3. (old).— To beat; to thrash 
soundly; also, *to anoint with 
the sap of a hazel rod * (North) : 
cf, STRAP - OIL. Whence 
anointed = well drubbed (see 
next entry). 

c. 1500. Rofn. 0/ Part. (Skeat), 5653. 
Then thay put h3^m bout, the kyng away 
fly, Which so well was anoynted [Fr. 
Qui anoit este si bien oingt] indede. That 
no slene ne pane had he hole of brede. 

1563. R. B., Appius and Virginia 
[Dodsley, Old Plays \)A.hz\ATt\ iv. 121]. 
Have at you again : you shall have your 
anointing. 

r. i6[?]. Roxhurghe Ballads, 'Dumb 
Maid • [B. M., C. 20,/ 8, 112]. And take 
you the Oyl of Hazel strong, With it 
anoint her Body round. 

1703. Fuller, Bridewell, Ashton, 
Fleet, 211]. The whipper began to noint 
me with his instrument, that had . . . 
about a dozen strings notted at end. 
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1748. Smollett, Rod, Random^ v. 
' 111 bring him to the gangway, and 
ANOINT him with a cat-and-nine-tails.' 



1772. Bridges, BurUsqne Horner^ 
130. Broomsticks . . . With which them- 
selves they us'd to switch. And call it 
'nointing for the itch. 

1785. Grose, Vu^, Tongue ^ s.v. 
Oil of Gladness. I will anoint you 
with the oil of gladness. 

1824. Irving, Tales of a Traveller^ 
II. 287. Seize a trusty stsdBT and anoint 
the back of the aggressor. 



Anointed, ppL adj, (old).— Pre- 
eminent in rascality : see quot. 
1866 and ANOINT, sense 3. 

1769. Robertson, Hist, of Reign of 
Charles V, Their anointed malefactors, 
as they called them, seldom suffered 
capitally even for ue most enormous 
crimes. 

1820. DuNCOMBE, Flask Diet.., s.v. 
Anointed. Knowmg ; ripe for mischief. 

1825. Scott, St. Ronan's IVell, 
xxxvL ' But, not being Lord Etherington, 
and an anointed scoundrel into the 
bargain^ I will content myself with 
cudgelhng him to death. 

1866. Skeat [Notes and Queries^ 3. 
S. ix. 422]. In a French MS. ... is an 
account of a man who had received a 
thorough and severe beating : Qui anoit 
este si bien oignt. The English version 
[Early English Text Society] translates 
this, ' which so well was anovnted 
indeed.' From this it is clear that to 
anoint a man was to give him a sound 
drubbing, and that the word was so used 
in the fifteenth century. Thus, an 
anointed rogue means either one who 
has been well thrashed or who has deserved 
to be. 

1882. Smyth Palmer, Folk Ety- 
mology, s.v. Anointed . . . without 
doubt, a corruption of the French anoienti 
(Roquefort), another form of anianti, 
brought to nothing, worthless, good for 
nothmg. 



Anonyma, subs, (popular : c, i860- 
6). — A fashionable whore : see 
Tart. 



1864. Sala, Quite Alone, i. Is that 
ANONYMA driving twin ponies ... a 
parasol attached to her whip, and a jgjoom 
with folded arms behind her? Bah fthere 
are so many anonymas nowadays. If it 
isn't the Nameless One herself, it is 
Synonyma. 

1865. Ouida, Stratkmore, vi. I'm 
getting tired of Mondes, one confounds 
. . . vdth Demi-monde, and aristocrats that 
are so near allied to anonyma. 

1865. PuSUc Opinion, 30 Sep, These 
demi-monde people,, anonymas, horse* 
breakers, hetairae . . . are . . . pushing 
their way into society. 

</.i868. H. J. Byron [MSS. Additions 
to Slang Dicty. (Hotten) now in B.M.]. 

Miss , said to have been the r«d 

Anonyma, died at Paris. 

1873. Lytton, Kenelm ChilUngfy, 
The carefully sealed envelopes containing 
letters from iaxc anonymas. 

1881. Doran, Drury Lane, 11. 1^9. 
Anonymas, who d^ess with such exquisite 
propriety lest they should be mbtaken t<x 
modest women. 

1889. Modem Society, 13 July, 852. 
Matters are . . . complicated when his 
mother-in-law mistakes his buxom laundress 
for a fair anonyma. 

1900. Savage, Brought to Bay, iL 
Hawtrey piloted the innocent cow-boy out 
of the evening crowd of anonymas. 



Anoth ER. You're another,/M 
(old). A tu qtioque : i.e, 
ANOTHER liar, fool, thief— any 
imaginable term of abuse. 

1534. Udal, Roister Bolster, iiL 5. 
Roister. If it were an other but thou, it 
were a knaue. M. Mery. Ye are 
an other your selfe, sir, the lorde us both 
saue. 

1561 . Preston, Cambyses [Dodslby, 
Old Plays (Hazlitt), iv. 220). Thou 
call'st me knave, thou art another. 

1749. Fielding, Tom Jones, ix. vi. 
' I did not mean to abuse the cloth ; I only 
said your conclusion was a non sequitur.' 
'You are another,' cries the sergeant, 
' an' you come to that ; no more a sequitur 
than yourself.' 

18^6. DiCKmis, Pickwick, XV. 'Sir,' 
said mx. Tupman, 'you're a fellow.' 'Sir,' 
said Mr. Pickwidc, 'you're another.' 
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1882. Boston Lit, World, 3 June 184. 
3. The argument of it is simply, * You're 
ANOTHER^' a retort in dignified manner to 
. . . British critics. 

1888. Sir W. Harcourt, Speech at 
Eighty Club^ 21 Feb. Little urchins in 
the street have a conclusive argtunent. 
They say 'you're another.' 

See Nail. 

ANOTHERQUE88 (ANOTHERQET8, 
ANOTHERQAINE8, Another- 

QATES, ANOTHERGUISE, AN- 
OTHERKlNS),a<^'. (old colloquial). 
— That is aaother *sort,' *kind,* 
* manner/ * fiishion/ etc. [O. E. 
D. : A phonetic reduction from 

ANOTHERGETS (for ANOTHER- 

GATES). ] Hence anotherguess 

SORT OF MAN (WOMAN, etc) = 
one * up to SNUFF ' (q*v,) 

1580. Sidney, Arcadia (1622), 152. 
If my father had not plaid the hasty foole 
I might have had anothbr-gaines husband 
than Dametas. 

1594. Lylv, Mother BombiCt i. 
Bringmg up another-gates marriage. 

1602. Shakspeare, Twelfth Nighty 
V. I. He would have tickled you other 
GATES than he did. 

1625. Howell, Letters^ i. ix. 4. I 
wish you anothergets wife than Socrates 
had. 

1631. Saunderson, 21 Sermons^ i. 
7. That, I ween, is another-gates 
matter. 

1655. Comical Hist. o/Francion. I 
am constrained to make another guesse 
divertisement. 

1663. Butler, Hudibras, i. 3. 428. 
Hudibras about to enter Upon another 
gates adventure. 

1664. Flecknoe, Love's Kingdom. 
I co'd make othergess musick with them. 

1682. jynRVKVy Madame Tickle. He 
has been a student in the temple these 
three years; another guess sort of 
MAN, I assure you. 

1690. Shadwell, Amorous Bigot, 
iii. 268. She has made another guess 
choice. 

1690. Dryden, Amphitryon, iii. 
The truth on't is, she's anotherghess 
Morsel than old Bromia. 



1727. Arbuthnot, John Bull, 92 
It used to go AN0THER>GUiSE manner In 
my time. 

1762. FooTB, Orators, iii. (1767), 61 
This is ANOTHERGUESS matter. 

1764. Walpole, Otranto, ii. My 
lady Isabella is of anotherguess mould 
than you take her for. 

1766. Colman, CUmdestine Mar' 
riage. This is guite another-guess sort 
of a place than it was when I first took it, 
my lord. 

1837. Hook, lack Bragg, 196. He 
was, as they say, *^quite another guess 
sort op man ' from what he had been. 

1837. Mrs. Palmer, Devonshire 
Courtship, 12. Her's another gbss 
'OMAN tlum Dame. 

1844. Tales by a Barrister, ii. 353. 
You bean't given to walking of a morning 
— more's the pity — you wotud be another 
GUESS SORT OF A HAN if you were. 

1868. Browning, Ring and Book, 
iv. 1498. Anotherguess tribtuial than 
ours here. 

1870. Argosy, Dec. 447. Wolfe 
Barrington came. Quite another guess 
sort of pupil. 

Another Place, subs, phr, (Par- 
liamentary). — The House of 
Commons. 

1883. Lord Granville, Speech, 18 
June. I hear that Question b to be asked 
in another place by Mr. Warton. 

AN8ER. ANSBR is LaTIN FOR 

Goose (Brandy, Candle, 
Fish, etc.), phr, (old). — A 
punning catch or retort 

161 2. Chapman. Widow's Tears, ii. 
4. Tha. I would make your lordship an 
ANSWER. Arg. Anser's Latin for a 
goose, an't please your honour. Eu, Well 
noted^ gander, and what of that? Arg. 
Nothing . . . but that he said he would 
make his lordship an answer. 

1738. Swift, Polite Conversation, 11. 
Lord Sm. Tom, can you tell me what's 
Latin for a goose ? Nev. O my lord, I 
know that : why, brandy is Latin for a 
goose, and tace is Latin for a candle. 

1785. Grose, VuJig. Tongue, s.v. 
Tace . . . Tace is Latin for a candle ; 
a jocular admonition to be silent on any 
suDJect. 
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1835. Marryat, Jacob Faith/ul, 
xL 'Art thou forwjird in thy learning? 
Canst thou tell me Latin for goose?' 
* To be sure,' replied Tom, ' brandy.' 

1851. Mayhrw, London Lab.^ i. 135. 
The thirst and uneasy feeling . . . fre- 
quently experienced after . . . the richer 
species of fish, have led to the employment 
of spirit to this kind of food. Hence, says 
Dr. Pereira, the vulgar proverb, brandy 
IS Latin for fish. 

1868. Brewer, Phrase and Fable^ 
s.v. Brandy. What is the Latin for 
Goose? (Answer) Brandy. The pun is 
on the word answer. Anser is the 
Latin for goose, which brandy follows 
as surely and quickly as an answer follows 
a question. 

AN8HUM-8CRANCHUM, Stlbs, phr. 
(provincial). — A scramble : e,g, 
when provision is scanty, and 
each one is almost obliged to 
scramble for what he can get, it 
is said to be anshum-scranchum 
work (Halliwell). 

An*T (Aint) (colloquial or vulgar). 
— A contraction for *are not'; 
* am not * ; is not ; has not ; have 
not (han*t) : chiefly Cockney ; 
cf. shan't, won't, can't. See 
Ain't. Also = * and may it. ' 

1612. Chapman, Widow's Tears^ ii. 
4. An't please your honour. 

1706. Ward, Hud, Rtdiv. i. i. 24. 
But if your Eyes a'n't quick of Motion. 

1734. Fielding, Old Man^ 1007. i. 
Ha, ha, ha ! an't we ? no ! 

1778. BuRNEY, Evelinay i. xxi. 87. 
! you 
near related. 

1813. Smith, Rejected Addresses^ 69. 
No, that a'nt it, says he. 

1828. Lytton, Pelham, xlii. A'n't 
we behind-hand? 

1 829. [Lamb^ Lt/e and Letters (i 860), 
I. 348.] An't you glad about Burk's case ? 

1864. Tennyson, Northern Fanner, 
xiii. Joanes, as 'ant a 'aapoth o' sense. 

1865. Dickens, Mutual Friend, iii. 
12. She ain't half bad. 



Ant. In an ant's foot, phr, 
(provincial). — In a short time. 

Antaqonize, 'verb, (American 
colloquial). — To oppose a ball, 
bill, measure, etc. [Properly, 
only of contention or opposition 
between forces or things of the 
same kind.] 

1883. Boston Evenings Transcript, 
4, 3. Windom did not hesitate openly to 
antagonise . . . Sherman's bilL Ibid. 
A determination to antagonise this and 
all other bills. 

Antarctic, verb, (old).— To go to 
the opposite extreme i cf, 'to 
lord,' *to tree,* etc. 

1647. Ward, Simp, Cobler, 47. If 
it [Majestas Imperii] extends itself beyond 
its due Artique . . . Salus Po^puli must 
Antartique it, or else the world will be 
Excentrick. 

Antechamber (or Room), subs, 
(B. E., €, 1696). — * Foreroom^for 
receiving of Visits, as the ^ack 
and Drawing-rooms are for Lodg- 
ings, anciently called Dining- 
rooms.* [Not in use in this 
sense until i8th century, the 
earliest reference in O.E.D. 
being 1767 : the orig. meaning 
= the room admitting to the 
royal bedchamber.] 

Antem. See Autem. 



Anthony. To knock Anthony, 
verb, phr, (old). — i. To walk 
knock-kneed; to cuff Jonas 
{q.v, ). Hence Anthony Cu ffi n 
=a knock-kneed man. Also (2) 
to keep warm by beating one's 
sides : see Beating the Booby 
(Grose). 

Anthony (or Tantony pig), 
subs, (old). — See Saint and 
Tantony, adding quots. infra. 
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i66a. Fuller, Worthies^ 'London,' 
ii. 56. He will follow him like a St. 
Anthony's Pig. St. Anthonie is notori- 
ously known for the Patron of hogs, having 
a Pig for his Page in all pictures. . . . 
There was a fair Hospital built to the 
honour of St. Anthony in Bennet's Fink 
in the Citv ; the Protectors and Proctors 
whereof claimed a priviledee to them- 
selves to garble the live Pigs in the 
Markets of the City; and such as they 
found starved, or otherwise unwholesome 
icst man's sustenance, they would slit in 
the ear, tie a bell about their necks, and 
let them loose about the City. None durst 
hurt or take them up (having this Livery 
of St. Anthony upon themj; but many 
would give them bread, and feed them in 
thdr passage, whom they used to follow, 
whining after them. 

1787. Grose, Dictionary of the 
Vulgar Tongue. 'The favourite or small- 
est pig in the litter; to follow like a 

TANTONY PIG, /.^., St. AnTHONV's PIG, 

signified to follow close at one's heels. 



Antipodes, subs. 
female privity ; 

SYLLABLE. 



(venery). — The 
see MoNO- 



St. Anthony's fire, 
phr, (old). — See quots. 



subs. 



1527. Andrew, Brunswyck's Distyll. 
Waters, A ij. Sorell water slaketh St. 
Anthony's fyre. 

1607. TopsELL, Serpents, 815. The 
disease called Erisipelas, commonly called 
St. Anthonies fire. 

1834. Penny Cycl, 11. 96. 2. The 
cure of the distemper called the sacred fire, 
since that time called St. Anthony's 
fire. 

1868. Brewer, /'Aroftf and Fable, 
s.v. From the tradition that those who 
sought the intercession of St. Anthony 
recovered from the pestilential erysipelas 
called the sacred fire which proved ex- 
tremely fatal in 1089. 

Antidote, subs, (B. E.). — 'A very 
homely Woman.' 

Antient, subs. (B. E.). — *At sea, 
for Ensign or Flag.' [O.E.D. : 
* a corruption of ' Ensign,' con- 
founded with ancien.'] Cf, 
Ancient Pistol, Othello's an- 
cient {i,e, standard-bearers). 

Antimony, subs, (printers'). — 
Type. [Antimony is a con- 
stituent part.] 



Antrums. 5«« Tantrum. 

Anvil. On the anvil, /-*r. (old 
colloquial). — In preparation ; in 
hand ; * on the stocks ' ; and (the 
usual modern equivalent) ' [an 
iron] in the fire.' Hence TO 
ANViL=to fashion, to prepare. 

1607. Dekker, Where of Babylon, 
F. iij. Whilest our thunderbolts are 
ANViLiNG abroad. 

1612. ChapmaNj Widow's Tears, ii. 
I. You know, brother, I have other irons 
on the anvil. 

c. 1623. Fletcher, Lover's Progress, 
iv. Armour, anvilled in the shop Of 
passive fortitude. 

1623. Howell. Letters (1650), 11. 
29. Matters while they are in agitation 
and UPON the anvil. 

c. 1674. Clarendon, Hist. Rebellion, 
I. ii. no. The Earl of Strafford . . . 
whose destruction was then upon the 

ANVIL. 

c. 1700. Gentleman Instructed, 303. 
You are now anvilling out some Petty 
Revenge. 

17^8. Richardson, Clarissa, viii. 
267. A roguery . . .ready anvilled and 
hammered for execution. 

1785. Burke, Nabob of Arcot 
[Works (1842), I. 319]. He has now on 
THE ANVIL another scheme. 



Anvil - beater (-thresher, 
-WHACKER, etc.), subs, phr, 
(old). — A smith. 

1677. Cleveland, Poems, 'Ded.' 
Venus is again unequally yoaked with a 
Sooty Anvile-beater. 

Any. Any other man, phr. 
(American). —A call to order : 
addressed to a prosy or a discursive 
speaker, or when from lack of con- 
tinuity in thought the same idea 
is repeated in synonymous terms. 
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I'm not taking any, phr. 
(colloquial). — A more or less 
sarcastic refusal ; ' Not for Joe.' 

Anybody, subs, (collojquial).— An 
ordinary individual : in deprecia- 
tion ; cf. Nobody, Somebody, 
etc 

1826. Disraeli, Vivian Grey^ 11. xv. 
78. Everybody was there who is any- 

BODY. 

1858. Bright, Speechts^ ^. Two 
at three anybodies. 



Anyhow. All anyhow, adv, 
phr. Carelessly; at random. 

190a. Free Lance^ 11 Oct., 44. 2. I 
have seen these particular waistcoats made 
' ALL ANYHOW ' as regards the matching 
of the stripe line. 

Anyhow YOU can fix it, phr. 
(American). — A form of aquies- 
cence : e.g,^ * I don't know if you'll 
succeed, but anyhow you can 
fix it.' 

Any- RACKET, subs, phr, (rhyming). 
— A penny faggot 

Anythinq. Like (or as) any- 
thing, adv. phr, (colloquial). — 
An indefinite but comprehensive 
standard of measuriement or value ; 

LIKE ONE o'clock (OLD BOOTS, 
WINKING, HELL, etc.). 

1542. Udal, Erasmus' Apcph.. 32. 
The same maiden . . . daunc^ without 
any feare . . . emong Sweardes and Knives 
... as sharpe as anything. 

1740. Richardson, Pamela^ U. 57. 
I fear your girl will g^w as proud as 
anything. 

1837. Barham, Inffaldsby Legends^ 
II. 135. His bosom thr(n>b'd with agony, 
he cried uke anything. 

1873. Carroll, Through Looking' 
Glass, iv. 73. They wept like anything 
to see Sucn quantities of sand. 



Anythinqarian, subs, (old coUo- 

?[uial). — An indifferentist ; a 
ACK - OF - BOTH - SIDES. Hence 
ANYTHINGARIANISM = the creed 
of * all things to all men.' 

d. 1704. Brown, IVorkSy iii. 97. 
Bifiuious anythincarians, that alwa^rs 
make their interest the standard of their 
religion. 

1709. Ward. Terrafilius. i. 23. 
Wonderful Benefit the WaverW Any- 
thing^urean has at last reap'd by hb long 
Inquiry. 

171 7. Entertainer, 6 Nov. [Notes 
and Queries, 7 S. vi. 66]. Nor, which b 
ten tunes worse, Free-thinkers, Athebts, 
Anythingarians. 

1718-10. ^vnrr,Pol.CoMv.,\, Lady 
Sm. What religion b he of? Ld. Sp. 
Why, he b an anythingaiuan. Lady 
Ans. \ believe he has hb religion to chuse. 

1850. KiNGSLEY. AWm Locke, xxii. 
They made puir Robbie Bums an any- 
thingarian with their blethers. Ibid. 
(1851), Life, \. 215. A tone of feeling very 
common, and which finds its vent in modem 
Neo-Platonism — Anythingarianism. 

Anywhere. Anywhere down 
THERE ! (tailors'). A workroom 
catch-phrase on the fiUling of 
anything to the floor. 

Apart, adv, (old colloquial [B. E., 
c. 1699] : now rec(^^nised). — 
' Apart, severally, asunder. . 
[Except for the anticipation by 
Langland {see quot. 1399) not in 
use till long after B. E.'s time.] 

1399. Langland, Rich. Redeless, iv. 
36. Comliche a clerk than pronouncid |>e 
poyntb APARTE to hem alle. 

1728. Newton, Chronol. Amend., i. 
ij^7. The spartans lived in villages apart. 
E. D. : the first quot. in thb sense.] 
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Apartments. Apartments to 
LET, phr, (common). — i. Empty- 
headed ; foolish ; crazy : see 
Balmy. 
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2. (old). — Said of a widow ; 
also of a woman given to prosti- 
tution : e,^. , * She lets out her 
fore room and lies backward ' 
(Ray and Grose). 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 191. A theatrical lady . . . ma^ 
change her lover as often as her petti- 
coat . . . and . . . rivals came back in 
crowds . . . ready to bargain on the mere 
report of my being to let. 

Ape, suds, (old). — i. An antic ; a 
gull. Hence God's - ape = a 
natural fool; to play the 
APB=(i) to mimic; and (2) to 
play the fool; TO put an ape 
INTO one's hood (cap, or hand) 
= to befool, to dupe : also TO 
make one his ape. As adj. (or 
apish) = foolish : hence ape- 
drunk = maudlin ; APE- WARE = 
counterfeit ware. 

C.1330. Aficr. /?., 248. Ne mei he 
buten scheawe ]>e uor5 sumwhat of his 

APBWARE. 

1370. Wyclif, Works (1879), 4'*' 
Many sich ape resouns han men herd 
a3enus crist. 

1383. Chaucer, Cant, Tales^ 

' Prioresses Prol.' Aha, felowes, beth ware 
of swiche a jape, The monk put in the 
mannes hode an ape. Ibid.. Millet's 
Tale^ 303. Thus she maketh Absolon hir 

APE. 

c. 1508. Colyn BlowboPs Testament^ 
280. Such as wilbe as drongen as an 

APE. 

1509. Barclay, Ship o/Fooles (1570), 
33. Some are ape dronke, full of laughter 
and of toyes, Some mery dronke. 

1513. Douglas, ySneis^ iv., Prol. ai. 
5our trew seruandb silly goddis apis. 

1532. More, Confut. Barnes^ viii. 
Thys felowes folishe apishnesse and al hys 
asseheded exclamacions. 

1579. ToMSON, Calvin's Serm. Tim.. 
343. 1. He PLAYETH THE APE, and 
counterfeteth what God hath ordeined for 
our salvation. 

1596. Spenser, Fairy Queen, iii. ix. 
31. Two eies him needeth for to watch 
and wake, Whom lovers will deceive. 
Thus was THE APE By their faire handling 

put INTO MALBECCOES CAPE. 



1600. Shakspbare, Muck Ado, v. i. 
Boys, apes, braggarts, Jacks, milksops. 
Ibid. (161 1), Cymb., iv. a 194. Jollity for 
APES and grief for boys. 

1634. WiTHALS, Diet. It is hard 

MAKING A HORNE OF AN APES TAYLE. 

1648. Pet. Eastern Ass, 23. Them- 
selves may . . . play the apes in 
Pulpits. 

1 741. Richardson, Pamela, i. 154. 
That she should instigate the titled ape 
her husband to write to me. 

1884. Henley and Stevenson, 
Deacon Brodie, 11. 3. He was my ape, 
my tool. 

2. (old). — An endearment 
(Malone) : cf. monkey. 

159^. Shakspbare, Romeo and 
Juliet, li. I. 16. The ape b dead, and I 
must conjure him. 

3. (Stock Exchange). — In 
pi. = Atlantic and North-western 
First Mortgage Bonds. 

1871. Atkih, House Scraps. If any- 
thing tickles our fancy. We buy them — 
" Brums," " Caleys," or "Apes. 

To LEAD APES IN HELL, verb. 

pkr. (old). — To die unmarried: 
of both sexes. Hence ape- 
L£ADER=an old maid, or bache- 
lor (Grose). 

1579. Lyly, Euphues (Arber), 87. 
Rather thou shouldest leade a lyfe to 
thine owne lyking in earthe, than ... 

LEAOE APES IN HELL. 

1577. Stanihurst, Desc. Ireland, 
ii. He seemed to stand in no better steede 

than TO LEAD APES IN HELL. 

1596. Shakspeare, Taming 0/ 
Shrew, ii. i. 34. She is your treasure . . . 
I must ... for yoxu: love to her, lead 
APES IN hell. 

1598. Florio, Worlde 0/ Wordes, 
s.v. Mdmmola, an old maide or sillie 
virgin that will lead apes in hell. 

1605. London Prodigal, i. 2. But 
'tis an old proverb, and you know it well. 
That women, dying maids, lead apes in 
hell. 
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My 
am bdiolding to her ;'8he was loth to have 

me LBAD APES IN HELL. 

1648. Brathwayte, Bfssy BfU, UL 
To LEAD Apes in Hell, it will not do well, 
Tis an Bnemy to Procreation. 

1651. Brome, Jovial Crtw^ ii. 372. 
I will rather hazard my being one of the 
Devil's APE*LBADEKS than to marry ii^le 
he is melancholly. 

1708-10. Swift, PoUU Conoersaiion^ 
i. CoL Faith, youH never lead apes in 
HELL. Neo. N(K no, 111 be sworn Miss 
has not an inch of Nun's Flesh about her. 

1710. Duke, Poems [Chalmers, 
Eng, Poets, ix. 233]. Compar'd to all the 
pk^es in marriage dwell, It were pre- 
ferment to LEAD APES IN HELL. 

1717. Centlivrb, Bold Stroke, ii. i. 
Poor girl \ she must certainly lead apes, 
as the saying b. 

^.1727. Ramsay, Bonny Tweedmouth 
[fVorks, ii. 245]. To Edinbui^h go, 
where she that is bonny May catch her a 
Johnny, And never lead apes below. 

1763. DoDSLEV, Poems, vi. 216. 
Poor Gratia in her twentieth yetu*. Fore- 
seeing future woe. Chose to attend a 
mcMikey here Before an ape below. 

r. 1800. Dibdbn, Son^, 'Tack and 
Tack.' At length cried she, * 111 marry ; 
what should I tarry for? I may lead 
apes in hell for ever.' 

1830. General P. Thompson, Exere. 
(1842), I. 198. Joining with odier old 
women, in leading their apes in Tar- 
tarus. 

To SAY AN ape's PATER- 
NOSTER, verb, phr, (old). — To 
chatter with cold. Fr. dire des 
patendtres de singe, 

i6ii. COTGRAVE, Diet., s.v. Gre- 
latter. To shake, tremble, say an Ape's 
Paternoster. 

1653. Urquhart, Rabelais, r. xi. 
He would flay the Fox, say the Ape's 
Paternoster. 

Phrases. * The ape claspeth 
her young so long that at last she 
killeth them'; *An ape is an 
APE, a varlet's a varlet, Though 
th|^ be clad in silk or scarlet ' ; 
* The higher the ape goes, the 
more he shows his taiL' 



A-PER-SK. See A. 

APHRODISIAN - DAME, iubs, pkr, 

(literary). — A courtesan : su 
Tart. 

1861. Reade. Cloister and Hearth, 
Ivi. They showea me the state nursery 
for the children of those aphrodisian 
DAMES, their favourites. 

A-PIQQA-BACK (or A-PI8TY-POLL). 

See Angel and Pick-a-back. 

Apostles (or Twelve Apostles), 

subs. phr. (Cambridge Univ.). — 
Formerly when the Poll, or 
ordinary B.A. degree list, was 
arranged in order of merit, the 
last twelve were nicknamed The 
Twelve Apostles; also The 
Chosen Twelve, and the last, 
St. Poll or St. Paul— a pun- 
ning allusion to i Cor. xv. 9, 
'For I am the least of the 
Apostles, that am not meet to 
be called an Apostle.' The list 
is now arranged alphabetically 
and in classes. At Columbia 
College, D.C., the last twelve 
on the B.A. list actually re- 
ceive the personal names of the 
Apostles. 

1785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue, s.v. 
Apostles iCamoridge), Men who are 
plucked, refused their degree. 

1795. Gent. Mag., Jan., 19. [The 
last twdve names on me Cambridge list 
are here called The Twelve Apostles.] 

1833. Gradus ad Cantab. The 
Ai-osTLES are the clodhoppers of litera- 
ture, who have at last scrambled through 
the Senate House without being plucked, 
and have obtained the title of B.A. by a 
miracle. The last twelve names on the 
list of Bachelor of Arts — those a degree 
lower than the oi iroXAot — are uius 
designated. 

To MANOEUVRE THE APOSTLES, 

verb, phr, (old). — To borrow of 
one to pay another ; to rob Peter 
to pay Paul (Grose). 
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Apostle's Qrove, subs, (common). 
—St. John's Wood ; also the 

GROV£ OF THE EVANGELIST. 

Apothecary, subs, (old).— For- 
merly a term of contempt : prior 
to 10 1 7 the business of grocer and 
chemist was combined, and it was 
not till i8 1 5 that the status of an 
apothecary, as a medical practi- 
tioner, was le|;ally held by hcence 
and examination of the Apothe- 
caries Company. Hence to 
talk like an apothecary, 
verb, phr, (old).— To talk non- 
sense ; ' to use (Grose) hard or 
gallipot words : from the assumed 
gravity and affectation of know- 
ledge generally put on by the 
gentlemen of this profession who 
are commonly as superficial in their 
learning as they are pedantic in 
their language.' Also apothe- 
caries'- latin = gibberish, DOG- 
(kitchen-, or raw- ) Latin (^.».); 
apothecaries' -bill = a long 
undetailed account: tf, bawdy- 
HOUSfc RECKONING. Like- 
wise proverbial SAYINGS : * A 
broken apothecary, a new 
doctor'; 'Apothecaries would 
not give pills in sugar unless they 
were bitter.' 

Appii (The), subs, (Durham Uni- 
versity : obsolete)— The Three 
Tuns : a celebrated Durham Inn. 
[A mis-reading of Acts xxviii. 15.] 

Apple, subs, (venery). — In//, =a 
woman's paps: also apple- 
dumpling shop (Grose) = the 
bosom : see Dairies. 

rf.1638. Carew, The Rapture, The 
warm nnn apple, tipp'd with coral henries. 

Phrases and Proverbial 
Expressions. * One rotten 
APPLE decays a bushel'; *To 
take an eye for an apple ' ; * As 



like as an apple is like an oyster ' ; 
'There's small choice in rotten 
APPLES ' ; * Won with an apple, 
lost with a nut'; *How we 
APPLES swim ' ( = * What a good 
time we're having ' ; a reference to 
the fable of a posse of horse-turds 
floating down the river with a 
company of apples). 

1340. Ayenbite, aos. A roted bppel 
amang ]>e holen, make)) rotie |>e 3rzounde. 

1532. Moica^Con/ut.TindaU[Works, 
689. i]. Let him take mine vie for an 
APPLE, if . . . 

1579. FuLKE, Hesktn^s ParL^ 341. 
Your argument is as like, as an apple is 

LIKE AN OYSTER. 

1596. Shakspearb, Taming Shrew ^ 
i. I. 139. Faith, as you say, there's small 
choice in rotten apples. 

1633. Sanderson, Sermons [IVorks 
(1681) I. 195]. Of a wavering and fickle 
mind ; as we say of children : won with 
AN APPLE, and LOST with a nut. 

x67a. Ray, Proverbs. See how we 
APPLES swim, quoth the horse-turd. 

i860. Comhill Mag.y Dec. 737. 
While tumbling down the turbid stream, 
Lord, love us, how we apples swim. 

187^. Ireland and Nichols, 
Hogariki iii. 39. He assum^ a conse- 
quential air, sets his arms akimbo, and 
strutting among the historical artists cries, 
' How WE apples swim.' 

See Adam's Apple. 

Apple-cart, subs, phr, (common). 
— The human body ; cf. beer- 
barrel. To UPSET one's 
APPLE-CART^ to flooT a man ; to 
thwart (Grose). Also to upset 

THE OLD woman's APPLE-CART ; 
TO UPSET THE APPLE-CART AND 
SPILL THE GOOSEBERRIES (or 
PEACHES). 

Apple-pie Bed, subs, phr, (old).— 
* A bed made apple-pie fashion, 
like what is called a turnover 
apple-pie, where the sheets are so 
doubled as to prevent any one 
from getting at his length between 
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them : a common trick pla3red by 
frolicsome country lasses on their 
sweethearts, male relations, or 
visiters* (Grose). Fr. lit en 
portefeuilU, 

1811. ^HKWKiCorres^ondenceiiZZZ), 
i. M!\. After squeezing myself up, ana 
making a sort of apple-pyb bed with the 
b^inning of my sheet. 

1883. Sat. Review^ 3 Nov. 566, 2. 
Some ' evil-disposed persons ' have already 
visited his room, made his bed into an 
APPLE-PIB, plentifully strewn with hair- 
brushes and raz<Mr8. 

Apple-pie Day, suds.pAr, (obsolete, 
Wmchester Coll.)— The day on 
which Six-AND-Six (^.v.) was 
played. It was the Thnnday after 
the first Tuesday in December. 
So called because hot apple-pies 
were served on comers (g.v.) in 
G>llege for dinner. 

Apple-pie Order, suds, phr. 
(colloquial).— The perfection of 
neatness and exactness. 

1813. Scott [Lockhart, Lifti iv. 
(1839), X31. The children's garden is in 

APPLE PIE ORDER. 

1835. Marrvat^ /. Faitkjul, viii. 
39. Put the craft a UtUe into apple pie 

ORDER. 

i8j7. Barham, Ingoldsby Legends, 
' Old Woman in Grey.' I am just in the 
ORDER which some folks — though why, I 
am sure, I can't tell you— would call apple* 

PIE. 

Apples- AND- PEARS, subs, phr, 
(rh3^ing). — A flight of stairs. 

Apple Squire, subs, phr, (old).~ 
I. A harlot's convenience. Hence 
(2) a kept-gallant {see Squire, 
Bully, and Fancy-man) ; (3) a 
wiTTOL (q,v,)\ and (4) a pimp 

{q,V,), Also PIPPIN - SQUIRE, 
SQUIRE OF THE BODY, APPLE- 
JOHN, APPLE-MONGER, APRON- 
MAN, and APRON-SQUIRE. Apple- 
wife = bawd. In quot. 1636 
APRON-SQUIRE =grooinsman. 



c, 1500. Copland, Hyt-way to Spitttl- 
home [Hazutt, Earfy Pop, Poet.^ iv. 
60], 8w. Appls-squyers, entycers, and 
ravvsshers, These to our place have dayly 
herb^ers. 

, [?]. MS. Bodl., 30. Such stuffe the 
divell did not tast, only one little hellhound, 
a cronie of mjme, and one of St. George's 

APPLE-SQUIRES. 

«5 p) [Dodsley, Old Plavs 

(Reed), ix. 163]. Tocether with my ladv^s, 
mv fortune fell, and of her gentleman usher 
I became her apple squire, to hold the 
door and keep centinel at taverns. 

1C73. BuLLiEN, Dialogue^ 8. His 
little ladcey, a proper vong apple squire, 
called Pandarus, whiche carrieth the keyc 
of his chamber with hym. 

1593* Nash. Chrisfs Teares^ 83 b. 
They will . . . play the Brokers, Baudes, 
Apron-squires, Pandars, or anything. 

1596. JoNSON, Every Man in 
Humour i iv. lo. And you, young apple 
squire, and old cuckold maker. Ibid, 
(1599), Evtty Man Out of His Humour ^ 
IV. 6. Ski/t. As I am Apple-John, I am 
to go before the cockatrice you saw thb 
morning. /^V/., 'Characters— Shift. His 
chief exercises are . . . squiring a cocka- 
trice, and making privy searches for 
imparters. Ibid. (1614), Bartholomew 
Fair^ i. L Lit, A fool- John, she calls me ; 
do you mark that, gentlemen? . . . Quar, 
She may call you an Apple-John, if you 
use this. 

1598. Florio, Worlde of iVordes, 
8.V. Guatdro. 

1599. Hall, Satires^ L a. Each 
bush, each bank, and each base apple- 
squire Can serve to sate their beastly 
lewd desire. 

iS9a IVarmng: Faire Women^ ii. 
1 158. Trusty Roger, her base apple- 
squire. 

i6ii. Cotgrave, Dict.^ s.v. Cueil' 
Uur, 

i6aa. Marmion, Hollands Leaguer ^ 
iv. q. Is your niece a leaguer, a suttler. 
Or laundress to thb fort? . . . You are an 
apple-squire, a rat, and a ferret. 

1633. Taylor, Discovery by Sea, 11. 
ax. Are whoremasters decai'd, are bawds 
all dead. Are panders, pimps, and apple- 
squires all fled? Ibtd. {Works, 1630), 
Lord, who would take him for a pippin 
squire, That's so bedaub'd vrith lace and 
rich attire? 



Digitized by 



Google 



Approach. 



57 



April. 



1636. Davbnant, Platonic Lovers^ 
iv. A dozen apron squires t'uncloath 
the husband . . . and lay him on his 
pillow Tamely to expect the bride two 
nours before she came. 

1675. Cotton, Burlesque on Bur- 
UsquCy 218. And even of stocks and stones 
enquire Of Atys, her small apple-squire. 

1738. Herrick, Poor Robin . . . 
Little truth will be found amongst . . . 
pimps, pandars, and apple-squires ; only 
the pimp pretends to something more of 
truth than the other, for if he promise to 
help you to a whore, he will be sure that 
she shall not be an honest woman. 

Approach f verd, (euphemistic). — 
To possess a woman : see Ride. 
Hence approachable = willing, 

RIPE {j,V,)y COMING {g,V.). 

i6xx. Bible f Lev. xviii. 6. None of 
you shall approach to any that is near 
of kin to him. 

X708. Colebrooke, Digest Hind. 
Laiw (1801), III. 196. If either brother 
. . . approach the wife he is degraded. 

APRIL. This month the poetical 
type of verdure {see Green) 
and inconstancy is frequently 
found in contemptuous com- 
bination. Thus April-fool 
(or Scots April - gowk = 
cuckoo : Fr. poisson cTAvril) 
=one who is sent on a sleeve- 
less errand (for * strap - oil,' 
'pigeon's milk/ 'the squad um- 
brella,' * the diary of Eve's grand- 
mother,' etc.), or who is the 
victim of asinine sport on April- 
Fools' (or All Fools') Day ( jst 
April). This has given rise to the 
sarcastic ApRlL-DAY=:a wedding 
day ; and April-gentleman = 
a newly- married husband. Also 
April - fish = a pimp (Fr. 
maquereau)\ ApRlL-SQUIRE = a 
new-made or upstart squire. 

1592. Greene, Uisiart Courtier 
[Harl. Misc.. 11. 247]. Two pert april 
esquires'; tne one had a murrey cloth 
gowne on. Ibid. , (1871), i. That time 
when the cuckold's chorister began to 
beuray April Gentlemen with his never- 
changed notes. 



1687. Congreve. Old Bachelor^ \. ^. 
That's one of Loves April-fools, is 
always upon some errand that's to no 
purpose. 

1694. MoTTEUX, Rabelais^ v. xxx. 
In the days of yore, two sorts . . . used to 
abound in our courts of judicature, and 
rotted the bodies and tormented the souls 
of those who were at law . . . your April 
FISH . . . your beneficial remoras. 

c. 1710-12. Addison, Spectator 

[Walsh]. The whole family . . . made 
April Fools ... my landlady herself did 
not escape him. 

(1713. Swift, Jour, to Stella. 31 
Mar. Dr. Arbuthnot and Lady Masham 
spent an amusing evening in contriving 
a lie for the morrow.] 

1728. Herrick, Poor Robin. No 
sooner doth St. All-fool's mom approach 
But waggs . . . assemble to employ their 
sense In sending fools to get intelligence. 



Mar. 
the . 



1760. London Public Adoeriiser^ 13 
. The/ 



; April fool custom arose from 



1772. Bridges, Burlesque Horner^ 
395. We're sent by our wise-looking owls 
Only to make us April fools. 



1777. ^vuMVty Pop. A ntiq.y ^00. We 
in the North call Persons wno are thus 
deceived April-Gowks. 

c. 1830. Thompson, Exerc. (1842), iv. 
518. It will be difficult to make April- 
FOOLS of a whole people that can read and 
write. 

1892. Walsh, Pop, Customs^ 50. In 
character though not in point of^ time 
All Fools' Day corresponds with the 
Roman Saturnalia . . . with the mediaeval 
Feast of Fools ... and the Feast of Huli 
in Hindostan. 

To SMELL OF April and 
May, verb. phr. (old).— A simile 
of youth and courtship. 

1596. Shakspeare, Merry IVives, 
iii. 2. 67. What say you to young Master 
Fenton? ... he smells April and 
Mav. 

Also Proverbial Sayings : 
*A windy March and a rainy 
April make a beautiful May'; 
* April showers bring forth May 
flowers'; * When April blows 
his horn it's good for hay and 
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corn'; 'April ding good for 
nothing ' ; * April — borrows 
three days of March, and they 
arc ill'; *A cold April the 
bam will fill * ; * An April flood 
carries away the frog and her 
brood*; 'April and May are 
the keys of the year.' 

Apron, subs, (old).— i. A woman : 
generic : cf. Muslin ; Petti- 
coat; Placket, etc. Hence 

TIED TO one's apron STRINGS 
(or apron-led) = (l) under petti- 
coat-rule, hen-pecked ; ana (2) 
in close attendance : apron- 
hold (or APRON-STRING HOLD, 
or TBNURE)=a life interest in a 
wife's estate (Grose) ; apron- 
squire {see Apple-squire) ; 
APRON-HUSBAND = a domestic 
meddler ; apron-up = pregnant, 
LUMPY {q,v, ). Also (proverbial) : 
* Wise as her mother's apron- 
strings* = dependent on a 
mother's bidding. 

1543. Udal. Erasmus* Apo^th.^ xi8. 
We say in Englisn, As wise as a gooce, <x 

as WISE AS HBR MOTHBR's APBREN 
STRING. 

1611. 'GwiViB.ii^ Roaring Girl\Works 
(1873), 177]. I cannot abide these apernb 
HUSBANDS : such cotqueanes. 

1647. Ward, Simp, CobUr, 67. 
Apron-string tenure b very weak. 

1712. Addison, Spectator^ No. 506. 
The fair sex . . . heartily despise one, 
who ... is always hanging at their 
apron-strings. 

1J44. Ellis^ Modem Husbandman^ 
VI. u. X18. [He] being possessed of a 
house and large orchard by apron-string- 
hold, felled ahnost all his fruit trees, 
because he every day expected the death 
ofhis sick wife. 

1753. Richardson, Grandison^ iv. 
33. He cursed the apron-string tenure, 
by which he said he held his peace. 

1804. Mrs. Barbauld, Richardson^ 
x. 160. All her fortune in her own power 
—a very apron-string tenure. 



Z809. Malkin, GU Bias [Rout- 
ledge]. 40. An old devotee, who . . . 
always keeps her servant at her apron- 
string. 

1834. Edgeworth, Htlen^ viii. 
FnMn the nunnent he slipped his 
mother's apron-strings, [he] had fallen 
into folly. 

1849. Macaulav, History of Eng" 
landy II. 649. He could not submit to 
be TIED to the apron-strings even of 
the best of wives. 

2. (old). — Generic for one 
wearing an apron : e,g, a shop- 
keeper, a waiter, a workman : 
also apron-man, apron- rogub, 
APRONEER. [Spec, the Parlia- 
mentary party (many of whom 
were of humble origin) during 
the Civil War : by Cavaliers in 
contempt]. Hence (3)= a cleric 
of rank, a bishop or dean (also 

APRON-ANDGAITERS). As verb, 

(colloquial) = to cover with (or as 
with) an APRON; and aproned 
= of the working-class, mechanic. 
Hence checkered-apron = a 
barber; BLUE -apron {q,v,)\ 
GREEN -APRON = a lay-preacher ; 
WHiTE-APRON=a whore. 



1502. LvLV, Mydasy iii. 2. Caper 
, And cry up checkbrd-apron men. 



then, 



1607. Shakspeare, Coriol.y iv. 6. 96. 
You have made good work. You and your 
apron men. 

1609. Rowley, Search for Money 
[Halliwell]. We had the salute of 
welcome, gentlemen, presently: Wilt 
please ye see a chamber? It was our 
pleasure, as we answered the apron-man, 
to see. 

i6ii. Chapman, Mav-Day (1873), 
11. 376. We have no wine here methinks, 
Where's this Aperner? 
sir. 



Drawer, Here, 



. Feltham, Resobfes, xx. (1635), 
: prodigals a Mine of Excellenceie 



1628. 
73. Hee ( 

that lavishes a terse Oration to an apron'd 
Auditory. 

1654. Warren, Unbelievers^ 145. 
It more befits a green-apron preacher, 
than such a Gamaliel. 
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1658. Cleveland, Rustic Ramp 
\WorkSy 1687], 439. Apron-men and 
Plough>joggers. 

1650. Gauden, Tears of the Churchy 
338. He is scared with the menaces of 
some prating sequestrator or some surly 
Aproneer. Ibid. 244. The apron anti- 
pathy of a rustick, meaianick, and illiter> 
ate breeding. 

1663. KiLLBGRBW, Parson's Wed- 
ding [DODSLBY, Old Plays (1780), xi. 
382]. Apron-rogues with horn hanos. 

1688. Randle Holme, Academy of 
Armoury. A barber is always known by 
his CHECQUE party-coloured apron ; 
neither can he be termed a barber till his 
apron be about him. 

1690. DuRFEY, Collin's Walky iii. 
107. But every sturdy aproneer, arm'd 
with battoon, did straight appear. 

d. 170^. Brown, IVorks. iii. 393. The 
silly and trifling queries of the blue and 
green apron-men. 

1705. HiCKRRiNGiLL, Priestcroft. 1. 
(1721), 21. Unbeneficed Noncons. (that 
live by Alms and no Paternoster, no 
Penny, say the green-aprons). 

i7[?]. Pope, Imit. of Horace. And 
some to hunt white-aprons in the park. 

(i7i5. Tucker, Lt. Nat.^ 11. 451. 
The gifted priestess amongst the Quakers 
is known by her green apron.] 

1865. Dickens, Mut. Friend, iii. iv. 
289. I mean to apron it and towel it. 

1880. Blackmore, Mary Anerlev^ 
III. xvi. 330. The bramble aproned the 
yellow dup of shale with brown. 

Apron-washinqs, subs, phr, 
(common). — Porter. 

Aqua, subs, (common). —Water : 

also AQUA-POMPAGINIS (GROSE : 

* Dog- Latin *). Hence, in jocose 
combination, aquapote, aqua- 
bib (Bailey, 1731), and aquatic 
=a water-drinker; aqua-bob = 
an icicle. 

</. 1704. Brown, Works^ ii. 186. But 
all won't cool his leachery, tho' he be 
tum'd a p^ect aquapote. 

c.xj^. Franklin, Autob, The 
' American aquatic.' as they used to call 
me, was stronger tnan those who drank 



1839. AiNSWORTH, Jack Ske^!pard 
[1889], 15. We'll lather him with mud, 
shave him with a rusty razor, and drench 
him with aqua pompaginis. 

1883. PaUMall GaM.tS Feb., ii. 2. 
[* Water-drinker *] might be known hence- 
forth as an ' aquabibist,' or, if he prefers 
three syllables, 'aquabib.' 

Aquadiente, subs, (American).— 
Brandy. 

1835. Dana, Before the Mast, xx. 
The aquadiente and annison were pretty 
well in their heads. 

Aquatics, subs, (Eton College).— 
I. The WET-BOB (q.v.) cricket- 
team ; and (2) the playing-field 
used by them : see Sixpenny. 

AQUA-viT>e, subs, (old).— Formerly 
an alchemic term ; but long 
popularly generic for ardent 
spirits: brandy, whiskey, etc 
[L.= water of life. Cf. French 
eau-de-vie, and Irish usquebaugh,"] 
Hence AQUA-viTi« man=(i) a 
quack, and (2) a dram-seller ; also 
in various combinations {see 
quots.). 

i§42. BooRDE, Diet,, X. 258. 
[E.E.T.S.]. TospeakeofAQUA vit^b, or 
of Ipocras. 

1552. Chron. Grey Friars (1852), 74. 
A woman . . . that made aqwawte. 

1596. Shakspeare, Merry Wives, ii. 
2. I will rather trust ... an Irishman 
with my aqua-vit^e bottle. Ibid. (1602), 
Twelfth ^ight, ii. 5. Does it work upon 
him? Sir To. Like aqua-vit,* upon a 
midvirife. 

iw. Chapman, Humourous Day's 
Mirth [Shepheard (1874), 32. 2]. As if 
there were not ways enough to die by . . . 
surfeits, brave carouses, old AQUA-viTi«, 
and too base wives. Ibid. (161 1), May-Day, 
iii. 4. Le. Methinks 'tis sack. Gi. Let 
us taste, sir; 'tis claret, but it has been 
fetched again with aqua-vit^e. 

C.1600. Merry Devil of Edmonton, 
Induct., 64. Some AQUA-viTi« I The 
Devil's very sick. 

1601. ^HKRhvy, Trav. Persia {iZ6i), 
46. A crue of aqua-vit^-bellyed 
felloweSf 
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x6(yj, Dbkkbr, IVesimard Hot^ ii. 3. 
Will you have some of my aqua? . . . 
Come, come, drink this draught of cinna* 
mon water, and pluck up your spirits. 

1610. JONSON, Alchemist^ i. x. Sell 
the dole bear to AQUA-viTiG men. 

</. 163a. Ward, Sermons^ 21. An 
ancient Hebrew . . . put himself into the 
habit of a mountebank or travelling aqua> 
viTiB MAN, and made proclamation of a 
sovereign cordial water of life he had to 
seU. 

1634. HowBLL, LetUrs (i6ko), 11. 76. 
Sacks and Canaries ... us d to be 
dnmk m AQUA-viTiG bsbasurss. 

r. 1650. Brathwayte, Bamahy's J I. 
(172^2 77. Rivers streaming. Banks re- 
sfMindmg . . . Mightily did these delight 
me ; O, I wished them Aqua wtjb.. 

1678. BuTLBR, Hudibras. iii. iii. 
208. Rest(»r'd the fainting High and 
Mighty With Brandy-Wine and Aqua- 

VITi«. 

1749. Walpole, LetUrs^ i. 216. 
Was glad to hear the aqua viTiB man 
crying a dram. 

1785. Bu RNS, ^tfr«^j/ Cry, iii That 
curst restriction On Aqua vitvB. 

18x8. Scott, Rob Roy^ xviii. A tass 
of brandy or aqua vit^b. 

X899. Johnston, Old Dominion^ ii. 
Much sack and aqua vitvB was drunk to 
king, church, and reig^iing beauties. 

ARAB,Tfi3x. (common). — i. A young 
street vagrant : also street arab 
and CITY ARAB. Whence (2) an 
outcast 

1848. Guthrie, Plea for Ragged 
Schools. [In this work the homeless 
wanderers and children of the streets were 
spoken of as Arabs of the City, and 
City Arabs.] 

1848. Shaftesbury, Speech in Parl.y 
6 Tune. City Arabs ... are like tribes 
of lawless freebooters, bound by no obliga* 
tions and utterly ignorant or utterly re- 
gardless of socisd duties. 

1859. Kingsley, Geo/. Hamlyn^ xlii. 
Tossed from workhouse to prison, from 
prison to hulk — every man's hand against 
him — an Arab of society. 

1872. Calveri.ey, Fly Leaves (Title). 
The Arab. 



1883. Pall Mall Gas.. 27 Oct., 5. 
The hero and heroine b^an life as strbet 
Arabs of Glasgow. 

Arabian- BIRD, subs, phr, (old).— 
Anything unique. [Properly = the 
phoenix.] Also Arabian-nights 
=the fabulous, the marvellous. 

X605. Shakspeare, CymbeUne^ i. 7. 
She b alone the Arabian biro. Ibid. 
(1608), Antony and Cleop.^ iii. 2. X2. Oh 
Antony, oh thou Arabian biro. 

1808. Smith, Plyml^'s Letters 
[IVorks (X859), II. x8o. 2. To cram him 
with Arabian-night stories about the 
Catholics. 

Arbor Vit>i, subs, (old).— The 
penis', see Prick. [Latin = the 
Tree of Life.].— Grose. 

1886. Burton, Thousand Nights^ 
etc., X. 239. 0{ \}SM Penis succedan€us^ that 
imitation of the ARBOR-viTiB . . . every 
kind abounds. 

Arbour (The), subs, (venery). — 
The i^xsaXt pudendum : see Mono- 
syllable. 

ARCADIAN-NIQHTINQALE(or BIRD), 

subs. phr. (common). — An ass: 
see Nightingale. 

1604. Motteux, Rabelais^ v. vii. 
Note. The country abounds with these 
Arcadian nightingales. Ibid.^ ' As you 
know, that Arcadian bird's note is very 
harmonious.' 



Arch, adj. (old colloquial). — Pro- 
perly chief, pre-eminent : hence 
(i) = clever, crafty, roguish 
(B. E.) ; and (2)= extreme, out- 
and-out iq.v.). [O.E.D. : * In 
modern use chiefly prefixed in- 
tensively to words of bad or 
odious sense.'] Thus, arch- 
botcher = a clumsy patch- 
worker ; arch-fool (or DOLT) = 
an out-and-out duffer ; arch- 
knave = a rascal of parts ; arch- 
cove (or ROGUE) = spec, the ring- 
leader of a band of gypsies or 



Digitized by 



Google 



Arch, 



6i 



ArgaL 



thieves : whence arch -dell (or 
doxy)= ' the same in rank among 
the female canters or gypsies 
(Grose) ; arch - whore = a 
bilking harlot (B. E.), etc. Also 
= sharp, keen, splenetic : usually 
Mrith €U or upon, 

1 55 1. Robinson, More's Utopia^ 39. 
Thies wysefooles and verye archedoltbs. 

1594. Merry Knack [Dodsley, Old 
Plavs (Hazlitt), vi. 528]. When I came 
to the Exchange, I espied ... An arch> 

COSBNER. 

1635. Corbet. [French]. Arch- 
BOTCHER of a Psalm or Prayer. 

c. i6«>. May, Satvr. Puppy ^ 46. Some 
Arch-Rogue . . . hath done her wrong. 

1670. Eachard, Contempt Clergy. 
Lads that are arch knaves at the 
nominative case. 

1678. Bunvan, p. Prog.^ ii. 147. 
Greath. By-ends was the arch one. 
Hon. By-ends; What was he? Greath. 
A very arch Fellow, a downright 
Hypocrite. 

1712. Steele, Spectator^ 432. 5. A 
Templar, who was very arch upon Par- 
sons. 

1:^41. Richardson, Pamela, i. 135. 
Sir Simon . . . you are very arch upon 
us. 

2. (old : now recognised). — 
Saucy; waggish. Thus arch 
( = witty) FELLOW (B. E.) ; ARCH 
( = pleasant) WAG (B. E.) ; arch 
DUKE=*a comical or eccentric 
fellow ' (Grose). 

1662. More, Antid. Ath. i. viii. 
That arch wag . . . ridiculed that solid 
argument. 

1 7 10. TaiUr^ 193. i. So arch a leer. 

X775. Wesley, Works, iv. 41. Some 
arch boys gave him such a mouthful of 
dirt. 

1810. Crabbe, Borough, xv. Arch 
was her look and she had pleasant ways. 

1872. Black, Ado. Phaeton^ xxiii. 
Her ARCH ways and her frank bearing. 

1877. Arnold, Poems, i. 27. The 
ARCHEST chin Mockery ever ambush'd in. 

See Ark. 



Archdeacon, j2<3j. (Oxford Univ.). 
— Merton strong ale. 

Arch WIFE, subs. (old). —A master- 
ful woman ; a virago. 

1^83. Chaucer, Cant. Tales, 'Clerk's 
Tale, "^9071. Ye archewives, stondeth ay 
at defence. Sin ye be strong as is a gret 
camaille, Ne suflreth not that men do you 
offence. 

<:. 1530. Pol. Re I. and Love Poems 
[E.E.T.S.], 46. But ARCHWYPES eger in 
ther violence, Ferse as a tigre for to make 
affray. 



Ard, adj. 



I 



(Old Cant). — Hot 
* ardent.' 



Ardelio, suds, (old colloquial).— 
See quots. Also ardelio. 

1598. Florio, WorldeofWordes,%.\. 
Ardelio . . . one that hath an oare in 
others boates. 

1621. Burton, Anat. Melon., 1. 11. iv. 
7. Striving to get that which we had 
better be without, ardelios, busybodies 
as we are. 

16^3. Urquhart, Rabelais, iii. 20. 
What IS it that this . . . Ardelione doth 
aim at? 

Area-sneak (or Slum), subs,phr. 
(old).— A petty thief: spec, one 
working houses by means of an 
AREA-gate (Grose) : see Sneak, 
Slum, and Thief. 

1 865. Dickens, Mutual Friend ([CD. 
ed.), 104. Making me Guy Fawkes in the 
vault, and a Sneak in the area both at 
once. 

1869. £ng. Mechanic, 14 May, 181. i. 
Would infallibly become pickpockets or 
area-sneaks. 



Arg, verb, (vulgar). — To ai^e ; 
to grumble : cf. argle. 

Arqal, adv. (common). — There- 
fore ; ergo : of which it is a 
corruption. As subs.=s. clumsy 
argument. See Argle, 
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z6oa. Shaksfbark, HamUi^ v. x. 
31. He drowns not himself: argal, he 
that b not gtulty c^his own death shortens 
not hb own life. 

</.x<35. Sir Thomas Mors, 24 
[Works^ folio 1557], S.V. 

d, xfofj, MiDDLETON, iWorks (Dyce), 
i. 39a], s.v. 

1861. Timts^ 91 Auk. Mr. Bnckle's 
argument ... as absurd an argal as 
ever was invented. 

1871. MORLBV, CriU Misc.j 152. 
We should not be beaten if we did not 
deserve it, argal, suffering is a merited 
punishment. 

Arqent, subs. (old). — Mont;y : 
generic: spec, silver money 
(Bailey): see Gent. Hence 
ARGENTOCRACY = the power of 
money; Mammon (^.».). 

c. 1500. Partenay^ X119. Eueiy day 
had ther money and argent. 

1583. Stubbes, Anat, Abuses, i. 
52. Whether they haue Argente, to 
majmtaine this geare. 

1630. Taylor, Works, ii. x8. 2. 
Some hound-like senting sergeant . . . 
tires him out for argeant. 

1864. Revue des Deux Mondes, X5 
Sept., 470. Les voleurs anglais disent 

GENT pour ' argent.' 

1868. Pall Mall Ga»., 23 May, xx. 
The disease of argentocracy. 

Arqle, verb, (old colloquial). —To 
argue disputatiously ; to haggle ; 
to bandy words : also argle- 

BARGLE, ARGOL-BARGOL, or 

ARGiE-BARGiE. Whence argol- 
BARGOLOUS = quarrelsome : cf. 

ARG. 

J589. Hay any Work {iZ^, ix. I 
will neuer stand argling the matter any 
more. 

X822. Galt, Provost, 194. No 
doubt his argol-bargolous disposition 
was an inheritance. Ibid. (1823), Entail, 
I. 53. * Weel, weel,* said the laird, ' dinna 
let us argol-bargol about it.' 

X827. MoiRj Mansie Wauch, 78. 
Me and the minister were just arglb- 
bargling some few words on the doctrine 
of the camel and the eye of the needle. 



X827. Wilson, Noct. Amb., i. 336. 
But I hate a' argling and barglb* 
bargling. 

x86x. Ramsay, Remin., n. 99. And 
all argle-bargling, as if at the end of a 
fire. 



Arqot, subs, (literary). — See quots. 
Slang and Cant. Whence 
argotic= slangy. 

x6xx. Cotgrave, Did., s.v. Nar- 
fuois [aroarently for narguois]. An 
impostor, Counterfeit Rogue . . . also the 
gibbridge or barbarous language used 
among them. 

X843. Quarterly Rev., cbcii. X77. 
Words or expressicms in an ancient 
language, if they happen to coincide with 
some modem argot or vulgarism, take on 
a grotesque association which is not due at 
all to the phrase itself. 

x86o. Farrar, Origin o/Lanptage, 
vi. Leaves an uninviting argot in the 
place of warm and glowing speech. Ibid, 
Argot b formed ... by the adoption of 
foreign words, by the absolute suppression 
of grammar, by grotesque tropes, wild 
catachresb, and allegorical meton3^y. 



1863. 
locutions. 



Sat, Rev., 149. Argotic 



1869. ^^^* Speech, ii. 78. The 
argots of nearly every nation. 

X882. Smythe-Palmer, Folk Efy- 
mology, 573. Argot, the French word for 
slang, cant, was probably at first un 
nargot. denoting (i) a thief or robber, (2) 
thieves language. 

x888. Oxford Eng. Diet,, s.v. 
Argot. [Of unknown origin.] The 
jargon, slang, or peculiar phraseology of a 
class, orig. that of thieves and rogues. 

1888. Barr&rb, Argot and Slang, 
s.v. Narquois (old cant), formerly a 
thievbh or vagrant old soldier . . . Parler 
narguois ... to talk the jargon of 
vagabonds. 

1899. Century Diet., s.v. Argot. 
The conventional slang of a class, origin- 
ally that of thieves and vagabonds, devised 
for purposes of disgube and concealment. 

Argue. To argue out of 
(away, a dog's tail off, etc. ), 
verb, phr, (colloquial). — To get 
rid of by argument : see Talk. 
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1713. Guardiafiy 60. Which . . . 
have clearly argubd that animal out 
OP the creation. 

J719. Young, Revenge^ i. 1. We 
call on wit to argue it away. 

1865. Thompson, Odds and Ends, 
Men . . . would argue a dog's tail 

OFF. 



Arqufy, verb, (colloquial).—!. To 
argue ; to worry ; to wrangle. 
Whence (2) to signify; to prove 
of consequence ; to follow as a 
result of aigument. Argufier 
=a contentious talker. See Arg 
and Argle. 

1751. Smollett, Per. Pickle^ IxxviiL 
Howsomever, that don't argufy in 
reverence of his beine in a hurry. Ibid. 
(1771), Hnn^h. CUnker^ 797. Would you 
go for to oflfer for to arguepy me out of 
my senses. 

17^8. Murphy. Upholsterer^ L 
Well, It does not signify argifying. 

d. 1763. Shenstone, To a Friend. 
I've done (she mutter 'd), I was saying 
It did not argufy my playing ; Some folks 
will win, they can not choose, But, think 
or not think, some must lose. 

1795. D'arblay, Diary, 9 June, vi. 
41. But what argufies all this festivity? 
'tb all vanity and exhalation of spirit. 

1800. Edgeworth, Will, ii. I 
can't stand argufying here about charity. 

c.iioo. DiBDiN, Poor Jeuk, iiL 
What ARGUFIES sniv'ling and piping your 
eye. 

1820. CooMBE, Syntax y 11. v. I 
have no learning, no, not I, Nor do pre- 
tend to ARGUFY. 

18^7. Lytton, J^aitravers, iv. vii. 
I should like to have you on the roadside 
instead of within these four gimcrack walls 
. . . the ARGUFYING would be all in my 
favour then. 

1855. Haliburton, Nature and 
Human Nature. I listen to a preacher, 
and try to be better for his argufying. 

1862. Lowell, Biglow Papers, 11. 
15. It ain't no use to argerfy nor try to 
cut up fHsky. 

d, 1864. Leech, Cartoon. Do you " 
want to argify, you little beggar? 



1865. Sat. Rev., 13 Aug., 197. 3. 
People who are always arguefying are 
the . . . worst of bores. 

1876. Black, Madcap Violet, vii. 
I am thwarted, crushed, argufied at 
every turn. 

1881. Clark Russell, Sailor's 
Sweetheart, i. I have noticed that your 
people who are pretty well agreed are 
always the fiercest argufiers. 

Aristippus, subs, (Old Cant).— 
I. Canary wine. 

c. 1637. MiDDLETON [Worhs (Halli* 
wellX II. 432]. Rich aristippus, 
sparkling sherry. 

1703. De Foe, True Bom English- 
man. The Sages . . . Praise Epicurus 
rather than Lysander, and Aristippus 
more than Alexander. 

2. (old).— *A Diet drink, or 
Decoction of Sarsa China, etc. 
Sold at certain Coffee-houses, and 
drank as T ' (B. E. and 
Gross). 

Ark (or Arch), subs, (Old Cant).— 
I. A boat ; a wherry : e,f^. Let us 
take an ark and winns=Let us 
take a sculler (B. E. and Grose). 
Hence arkman = a waterman : 
see quot. 1785 and ackman. 
Also (2), in Western America, a 
flat -bottomed market-produce 
boat (Bartlett) : rarely seen 
since the introduction of steam. 

1785. Grose, Vulg, Tongue, s.v. 
Ark Ruffians. Rogues who, in con- 
junction with watermen, rob, and some- 
times murder, on the water, by picking a 
quarrel with the passengers in a boat, 
boarding it, plundering, stripping, and 
throwing them overboard, etc. A species 
of badger. Cant, 

1799. Descr. Sett I. Genesee Co., 
N.y. [Bartlett]. These boats were 
invented by a Mr. Knyder, of Juniata 
River, who first tried the experiment, and 
reached Baltimore in safety. *They are 
made of plank, are broken up after dis- 
charging their cargo, and sold for lumber, 
with little or no loss. They are navigated 
by three OT five men, and will float down 
at the rate of eighty miles a day ; they 
are called Arks.' 

£ 
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1884. H. Evans, London Rambler^ 
* Brighton Beach Loafer' (S. J. and CI. 
I goes and sneaks a niikket and a lot of 
lines of a pal's arch. 

3. (military). — A barrack-room 
chest : a lingering use of an old 
dialect word. 

Arkansas-toothpick, suds, phr. 
(American). — A large sheath- 
knife: orig. a BOWIB-KNIFB 

1854. Martin and Avtoun. Bon 
Gaultter Ballads, ' Straightwav leaped 
the valiant Slingsby Into armor of Seville, 
With a strong Arkansas toothpick, 
Screwed in every joint of steeU' 

1881. Grebnlrap, Ttn Years in 
Ttxas^ 37. All these [men] . . . could be 
seen witn a Navy six-shooter and an 
Arkansas toothpick suspended to a 
raw-hide belt tucked around their waists. 

i888. Detr, Fr, Pr.^ Aug. It is not 
Kood form to use a toothpick in 
Arkansas now. A big revolver b the 
thing. 

Ark- FLOATER, subs, (theatrical).— 
An actor well advanced in years. 

Arm. Colloquialisms are: To 

MAKE A LONG ARM = to exert 

oneself; as long as onb*s arm 
=very long ; TO WORK AT arm's 
LENGTH = to do awkwardly ; ONE 
UNDER THE ARM (tailors') = an 
extra job ; IN THE arms of 
Murphy (or Morpheus) = 
asleep: j^ Murphy. 

c, 1836. EdgewortHj Lave and Laiw^ 
1. V. You're no witch if you don't see a 
cobweb as long as mv arm. 

1884. D. NewSy 26 Jan., 6. 3. 
Monkeys . . . makIng long arms . . . 
for stray beans or sweetmeats. 

Armful, subs, (colloquial). — A 
heap ; a large quantity ; spec, 
(modern), an endearment ; of a 
' bouncing * baby, a big * cuddle- 
some ' wench, etc. 

1579. Stubbes, Gaping Gul/^ Cvij. 
By ARMEPULS lading [money] out of the 
exchequer. 



r. X613. Rowlands, More Knaves^ 38. 
I like a handfull of old loue and true, 
Better than these whole aiucbpuls of your 
new. 

e. ijaa Cbntlivrb, Wondtr, L i. 
Thou shalt have an akmpul of nesh ind 
blood. 



Armine, subs. (old).~5;e^ quots. 

1605. London Prodigal^ xaa. Luce, 
O here God, so young an arminb ! Flem. 
Arminb, sweetheart, I know not what you 
mean by that, but I am almost a b^gar. 

1899. Century Dict.^ s.v. Akminb. 
[Perhaps ixx arming (of n^ich, however, 
no record is found for 400 years preceding) 
. . . from AS. eartmngt a wretch«l 
perscm.] 

Armour. In armour, €uiv. pkr, 
(old). — Pot-valiant; primed 
\q,v,) ; full of Dutch courage 
(q.v,)i j«^ Screwed (B. E. and 
Grose). 

Armpits. To work under the 
ARMPITS, verb, phr, (old).— To 
escape the halter by the skin of 
one's teeth : see quot. [On the 
passing of Sir Samuel Romill)^s 
Act, capital punishment was 
abolished for highway robberies 
under 40s. in value.] 

1785. Grose, Vu^. Tongue^ s.v. 
Armpits ... To practise only such kinds 
of depredation, as will amount. ui)on am- 
viction, to whatever the law calls sinele, or 
petty, larceny ; the extent of punbbment 
for which is trsmsportation for seven years. 
By following this system, a thief avoids the 
halter, whi<^ certamly b applied above the 
armpits. 

Arm-prop, subs, phr, (old).— A 
crutch ; a WOODEN-LEG {q,v,), 

1825. MoNCRiEPP, Tom and Jerry, 
ii. 6. If any lady or gemman is inclined 
for a dance. 111 nash my arm-props in a 
minute. ( Throws down his crutches.) 

Arms-and-leqs, subs, phr, (com- 
mon). — Small beer : * because 
there is no body in it ' (Grose). 
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Arm-slasher (or- stabber),j<<3j. 
phr, (oldX— A gallant who bled 
his arm to toast his mistress: 
hence to dagger (or stab) 
ARMS = to toast a * lady-love.' 

i6ii. CoTGRAVE, Dict^ S.V. Taille- 
iras, a hackster, armb-slasher. 



Marston, IVorks [Nares]. 



Have I not stabb'd arms, and done all 
the offices of protested gallantry for your 
sake? 



Armstrong. 

STRONG. 



Su Captain Arm- 



ARRAH, inij. (Irish). — * An ex- 
pletive, with no special meaning ' 
(Grose) ; * an expletive express- 
ing emotion or excitement, 
common in Anglo-Irish speech 
O.E,D,). [Farquhar was of 
Irish birth.] 

1705. Fakquhar, 7\tnM Rivaltt iii. 
2. Teague. Arah, you Fool, ish it not 
the saam ting. Ibid, (1707), Beaux Strat. , 
V. a. Arra, Honeys, a clear Caase. 

1753. Smollett, Count Fathom^ 
119. Upon which he bade me turn out, 
'Arra, for what?' said I. 

i8ao. Coombe, Syntax^ 11. ii. 157 
Arrah, my Dears, it does confound me. 

Array, verb, (old colloquial). — i. 
To thrash ; TO dress down 
(q.v.)*y (2) to afidict ; to punish 
(q.v.)i and (3) to defile. Hence 
as suds. =3. drubbing; a pickle 
ig.v.) ; a plight; *a pretty state 
of afi^irs/ 

c. Z380. Sir Ferumbrasj 4x7. A man 
heS of mod : SarasjmS to yule [ = ill] 

ARRAYB. 

X383. Chaucer, Cant. Tales^ 'Wife 
of Bath's Tale,' 46. Thow stondest yet 
... in such ARRAY, That of thy lyf hastow 
no sewert^'. 

e. 1400. Beryn^ 603. We wolde aray 
hym so That he [ne] shuld have legge ne 
foot, to-morow on to go. 

c. 1420. Palladtus on Husbandry^ i. 
320. But uppon clay If thou wilt bilde 
an other is the array. 



1470-85. Malory, i4rM«r (1816), ii. 
399. 'Ahat what array is this?' said 
Su- Launcelot. 

1481. Reynard the Fox^ 85 (1844). 
I am so sore arayed, and sore hurte. 



c.xvxy, Lancelot^ 3270. Remembir 
the, how yhow haith ben aRaid . . . 
With love. 



1509. Hawes, Past. Pieas.t xviii. 
xxxix. Hath love suche myght for to 
ARAY you so In so short a space ? 

c. 1529. Skblton, EUnour Rummyng^ 
163. Some have no mony— For theyr ale 
to pay ; That is a shreud aray. 

c. 1530. Bbrners, Arth. Lyt. Bryt. 
(1814), 131. At syr . . . thus hath 
ARAYED me two armed knightes. 

1530. CaUsto a$td Melib. [Dodslby, 
Old P lays (^kl\att\ i. 78]. Indeed age 
hath ARRAYED thee. 

1530. Palsgrave, Lang. Fran.^ 

)35. 2. I arayb or fyle with myer. 
emboue. Ibid.^ 436. 1. You have 
arrayed your gowne agaynst the wall. 

1548.1 Udal, Erasmus^ Par. Luke, 
xiii. iz. Araied with a disease both 
incurable and peiteous to see. 

1568. Jacob and Esau [Dodslby, 
Old Plays (Hazlitt), ii. 252]. Where are 
we now become? marry, sir, here is 
array. 



1575. Still, 
dUy i. 



Gammer Gurton's 
NeedUy i. 2. See, so cham arrayed 
with dabbling in the dirt. 

c. 1600. New Notbroune Mayd 
(Hazlitt, Early Pof. Poet.., iiL 17]. 
V3rce . . . Whiche bathe h]^ so Encom* 
b^ed and arayed. 

Arrow (or Arra), (vulgar).— A 
corruption of *e*er, a,' or 'ever 
a.* 

1750. Fielding, Tom/ones^ v. viiL 
I don't believe . . . arrow a servant in 
the house ever saw the colour of his 
money. Ibid.^ viti. ii. I warrants me 
there is narrow a one of all those officer 
fellows but looks upon himself to be as 
good as ARROW i. squire of ;^5oo a year. 

1771. Smollett,^ Humphry Clin- 
ker^ i. 126. I now carries my nead higher 
than ARROW private gentlewoman of 
Vales. 
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'Arry, subs, (common). — That is 
* Harry* : a popular embodiment 
of the vulgar, rollicking, yet on 
the whole good-tempered * rough' 
of the metropolis. Whence 
'Arriet = 'Arry*s *young woman. * 
[Popularised by Milliken in a 
series of ballads in Punch,'\ 
'Arryish= vulgarly jovial 

1874. Punches Almanackf 'Arst <m 
'Orseback. [Title.) 

1879. ^^* Rev,^ 9 Aug. When one 
has listened to one van-load of 'Arries, 
one has heard all of them. Ibid, (1881), 
No. 13 18, 148. The local 'Arrv has torn 
down the fiunous tapestries of the great 
hall. 

1880. 'WklljlC^ [Academy f 38 Feb., 
1^6. i]. He has a fair stock of somewhat 
'Arryish animal spirits, but no real 
humour. 

1880. Pall Mall Gas.^ 37 Sept., a. a. 
£7Sa which it abstracts every year from 
the public funds to go a-'ARRV-AND- 
'arrietting on the river. 

Arse, subs, (old literary: now vul- 
gar). — I. The posteriors ; the 
BUM (q.v,)', see HOLE. Hence 
(2) the fag-end ; the tail {q,v,). 
As verb, = to JUT the bum 
(Grose). Whence numerous 
Combinations and Colloqui- 
alisms: Arse-board =(i) the 
tail-board of a cart (whence TO 

FOLLOW A cart's ARSE = tO 

be whipped through the town), 
and (2) the back flap of a girl's 
breeches {cf, tail-board) ; arse- 
CASE (or -rug) = breeches ; arsb- 
COOLER = a bustle (or dress-im- 
prover); ARSE-FIRKER = a flog- 
ging pedagogue ; arse- foot {see 
quots. 1598 and 1774) ; arse- 
gut = the rectum ; ARSE-HOLE = 
the sphincter am ; arse-hole 
CREEPER = a parasite ; arse-hole 
PERISHER, a pea-jacket ; ars- 
MUSICA = crepitation ; arse- 
opener (-WEDGE, SPLIT- ARSE, 
or arseometer) = the penis : see 
Prick ; split-arsed mechanic 



=a whore ; arsb- winnings (or 
earnings)= socket-money (^.». 
3) ; ARSB-PIPES = the bowels ; 

ARSB-PUSH (or [Scots] ARSLINS 

coup) = a back fall; arse-guts 
= the guts ; arse smart (see quot. 
1617); arsb-wisp=bumfodder 
{q.v,)\ ARSB-woRM = a term of 
contempt, 'a little diminutive 
Fellow* (B. E.) ; the gusset of 
THE ARSES the inside edge of the 
buttocks ; HEAVY-ARSE=a slug- 
gard : as o^i^'. = lumpish ; OPEN- 
ARSE=(i) a medlar, and (2) a 

girl ; THE BROAD ARSE-HOLES 

sodomy ; WHIP - ARSE = (i) a 
schoolmaster, and (2) a flogging 
bawd ; totter-arse= a see-saw : 
as cidj. = unsteady ; arsed 
(double-arsed, large-arsed, 

BROAD-ARSED, Or TRIPLE-ARSED) 

= big-bottomed; to arsle=(i) 
to move backwards, and (2) to 
fidget ; TO hang an arsb = to 
hold back, to hesitate ; TO GO 
arse over head (or tip) = to fall 
sprawling ; TO grease a fat sow 
ON THE ARSE = to be insensible 
of a kindness (Ray) ; to dance 

WITH one's ARSE TO THE CEIL- 
ING = tO COpulate : also (of women 
only) TO RUB one's arse on; 
ARSLINGS = backwards ; arse- 
long (c/. side-long); ARSE-UP- 
WARDS=in good luck ; arse- 
wards (adj, and adv.) = (i) 
backwards, (2) contrariwise, and 
(3) perverse ; ARSY-VARSY = topsy- 
turvy, znce-versd; merry-arsed 
= wanton, short-heeled (q.v,); 
HOT - ARSED = salacious ; COLD- 
arsed = ( I ) frigid, and (2) chaste : 

also TIGHT- ARSED ; HARD-ARSED 

= niggardly: also hard-arss = 
third-class as opposed to soft- 
arse = first-class ; SHITTEN-ARSE 
=a contemptible fellow ; arse 
AND ARSE = side by side; arse to 
ARSE = back to back ; arse- FIRST 
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(or foremost) = backwards; up 
TO THE ARSE = deeply engaged ; 

OVER THE ARSE IN (love, WOrk, 

debt, etc. ) = hopelessly entangled ; 
ARSE IN AIR = on her knees ; arse 
ABOUT = face round ; arse by 
ARSE = one by one; bees (or 
worms) in the arse = uneasy ; 
*Ax (KISS, or suck) my arse ' != 
the most derisive of retorts : also 
arse - hole and suck IT ; 
'Anchor your arse M = sit 
down! (Grose) ; * My arse in 
A bandbox' !=an expression 
of extreme disgust (Grose). 
Also various Proverbial and 
otheb sayings ; * Such a hop- 
o'-my-thumb that a pigeon 
sitting on her shoulder might pick 
a pea out of her arse ' (Grose) ; 
'Afraid of the hatchet lest the 
helve stick in his arse' (Ray); 

* The kettle calls the pot black- 
arse' (^.z'.); 'A short horse is 
soon wisp'd, and a bare arse 
soon kissed' (RAY)=*He that 
knows little soon repeats it'; * You 
would KISS MY arse before my 
breeches were down'; * Kit Care- 
less, your arse hangs by trumps' ; 

* Like a Waterford merchant, up to 
the arse in business'; ' He would 
lend his A — SE and sh — te through 
his ribs' (Grose : ' a saying of 
anyone who lends his money incon- 
siderately'); * She would lose her 
A — SE if it was loose,* or were not 
tied to her) (Grose : * said of a 
careless person'); * Not a six- 
pence to scratch his arse with'= 
utterly poor ; * He doesn't know 
his arse from his elbow ' = ( i ) He 
is utterly stupid, and (2) abso- 
lutely igpaorant; * My arse hangs 
heavy' = I've tio pluck leit; * She 
has a Yitzyy arse to drive home 
a lazy prick' (said of a solid 
woman); * My arse to yours *= 

* I'm as good as you are'; * His 



eyes are in his arse '=(1) to miss 
tne obvious; and (2) to be keen 
of observation with eyes every- 
where; etc. 

c. locxx iELFRic, Glossary [Wright, 

44. 3]. Nates^ BARS-LYRB. IHd,. 44. 3. 
Anus vel vtrpus^ ears ]>erl. Ibid.^ 45. a. 
TergosMSf barsodb. 

e. 1000. Ags, Psalm xxxiv. 5. Syn 
hi lecyrde on barsling. 

1377. Langland. Piers Plowman^ 

B. V. 175. Baleisedon Pe bare ars. Ibid,^ 

C. vii. 306. An hore of hiire brswynnincb 
may hardiloker tythe. Ibid. (Wright), 
5857. I wolde hb eighe were in his brs. 

1382. Wyclif, I Sam. v. 9. The 
ARSROPPis of hem g03rnge out stonken. 

1383. Chaucbr, Cant. TaUs^ s.v. 

1398. Trbvisa [Transl. Bartholo- 
MiBUS Anglicus], De Prop. Rerum^ viL 
liv. (1495).' 367. Emoroides ben fiiyue 
veynes wnyche stretche out atte the 



c. 1400. [Wright, Vocab.., 183.] Arce- 
hoolb, podex. Ibid, {c. i45(V> 186, 2. 
Cirbus, hars-tharmb. 



c. 140a Xom. XosejjsSo. Thou shalt 

«relle Right in the divels 

ARSE of helL 



for this sinne dwelle Right i 



1401. Pol. PoemSf II. 64. If le taken 
as Se usen arsbworde this gospel. 

1440. Prom^, Parv.t s.v. Ars- 
wyspb, Manipenum^ etniUrgium. 

1480. Caxton, Chronicles of Eng- 
land^ ccjcxvi. 333. They lete haoige fox 
tailles ... to hele and hyde her arses. 

c. 1500. Almanack for 1386 (z8x3), 13. 
A crab es an arsword best. 

Z5[?]. How the Plowman Lemed his 
Pater Noster, 120. To cover their arsbs 
they had not a hole ragge. 

iS[?]. Jack Juggler [Dodsley, Old 
Plays (Hazlitt), ii. 121]. His arse maketh 
buttons now. Ibid.y 137. Thou wouldest 

LESE THINE ARSE, IP IT WERB LOOSE. 

i5[?]. Treatise o^Galaunt [Hazlitt, 
Early Pop. Poetry, iii. 157]. With longe 
taters downe to the ars behynde. 

i5[^. Tumament of Totenham. 333. 
They did but ran brsward, And iUce a 
man went backward Toppe ooer tayle. 
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c. x<ao. WyJ of Auchtermuchiy^ 88. 
The fyre burnt aw the pat arss out. 

1530. Palsgrave, Lang^. Francoyst^ 
436. 3. What up, HBAVY-ARSB, caiwest 
thou nat aryse? IbieL^ 829, a. All arsb- 
WARDLY, all frowardly, taut a rtbours, 

1539. Tavbrnbs, Erasm, Prov. 
(155a), 6a. Ye set the cart before the 
b(»se . . . deane contrarily, and arsy> 
VBRjtY as they say. 

Z540. Raynalo, Byrtk Man (1564), 
54. [The fcetus] prooeedcth . . . sidelong, 
ARSBLONG, OT backlong. 

c. 154Z. SchoU'himst 0/ Women [Haz- 
LiTT, Early Pop, Poet.^ iv. 113]. He 
would not once turn me for to kisse ; Euvy 
night he riseth for to pisse. And when he 
omuneth again vnwarme Dooth turn his 
ARSB into my banne. 

1543. Udall, Erasmus [Ouphant, 
Ntw Ent't i* 489. Vice versa appears as 
ARSiB VBRSBB, and thb phrase may still 
be heard]. 

Z547. BooRDE, Brtviary of Healthy 
XXV. 156. The asth chapitre dothe shewe 
of amannes ARS. 

1551. Still, Gammer Gurton's 
Needte^ L a. Fisking with her tail As 
though there had been in her arse a 
swarm of bees. 

1553. Bale [Gardener, True Obe- 
dienct\ Pref. Hij. Whence he can neuer 
escape except he com out arsewardb. 

Chron. Grey Friars (1853), 73. 
... at the CARTTBS arse . . . 
for vacobondes. 

1561. Preston, Cam^j«r [DoDSLEY, 
Old Plays (HazlittX iv. 179], Let us 
run his arse against the post. 

156a. Heywood, Proverbs (1867), 16, 
To b^ a breeche of a bare arst man. 

1565. GoLDiNG, OvicCs Met.^ vii. 
(1593)1 i<^* Cerberus . . . dragging ars> 
WARD still. 

Z577. Holinshed, Ckron.^ 11. a6. a. 
The estate of that flourishing towne was 
turned arsie versie, topside the other 
waie. 

Z579. ToMSON, Calvin's Serm. Tim^ 
Z37. 1. How ARSEWARD a thing it is for 
euery man to be giuen to his owne profiter. 
Ibid.^ 8. a. Behold how arsewardly we 
goe alwayes when we pray to God. 

zs9a. Marston, Satyres^ * Ad Ryth- 
mum. But if you hang an arsb like 
Tabered When Chremes dragged him from 
his brothel bed. 



1556- 



Z595. Shakspbarb, Romeo atuL 
JuHett u. z. Oh, Romeo I that she were, 
oh, that she were an open arse, thou a 
poperin pear! 

Z598. Florid, Worlde of Wordes^ 
S.V. Giuero ... a bird called a diuer, a 
didapper, or arsefootb. 

z <99. Gahelkouer's Bb. Physic^ Z30. a. 
For the comminge out of the Arsbguttb. 



. z6oo. Timon i. s ,^8^a), s 



J, ao. This 
man this daye rose wi^ hu arse up- 
wards : To daye a fidler, and at night a 
noble. 

160Z. JoNSON, /'^'f/^/^, iv. 4. Vali- 
ant? so is mine arse. Ibid.^ Z609, Epi' 
cctne^ ii. z. Go out of the world like a 
. . . fly, as one said, with a straw in your 

ARSE. 

Z607. Dekkbr, Northward Hoe^ ii. 
z. They shall traw jou very lustily, as if 
the devil were in their arses. Ibid.^ iv. z. 
Jesu, are [wjimen so arsy varsy. 

Z6ZZ. COTGRAVE, DtCt.^ S. V. Clf/. 

An arse, bumme, tayle, nockandro, 
fundament. Ibid,^ Fesse-cuL A Pedant!- 
call WHip-ARSB. Ibid,^ Culant, giuing an 
arse-posse vnto. /bid,t Cul-pdi^ bauld- 

ARST. 

z6za. Passeng.ofBenvenuto\!i^K«B&\. 
ph, but there's great difference betwixt 
in deed and being so reputed. Dost thou 
not know that from the beginning the 
world goes arsib-versie? 

z6z3. Webster, Deoits Law-case^ 
iv. a. I am but a young thing. And was 
drawn arsy varsy into the business. 
Ibid.^ V. 4. The Welshman in's play . . . 

Hung still AN ARSE. 

z6i6. Fletcher, Knight of Malta^ 
iv. a. Hang arse-ward. 

z6z7. MiNSHEU, Ductor^ 544. Ars- 
MART . . . because if it [water pepper] 
touch the taile or other bare skmne, it 
maketh it smart, as oAen it doth, being 
laid into the bed greene to kill fleas. 

z63a. Massinger, Virgin Martvry 
ii. z. The arse, as it were, or fag end of 
the world. Ibid. (Z633), Guardian^ v. 
V. Nay, no hanging an arse. 

Z632. Chapman, Ball^ v. 5. Kiss my 
hand ! kiss my arse, noble ladies. 

Z639-6Z. Rump SSngs^ ii. 86. Nay, 
if it hang an arse We'll pluck it from the 
stares. And roast it at hell for its grease. 

Z647-8. Hrkrick f HesperideSt^V^oa 
Skoles.' Cloy'd they are up with Arsb. 
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1653. Urquhart, Rabelais^ i. vi. 
Her . . . ARSE-PIPBS and conduits were 
. . . obstructed and contracted. /ArVaf., xi. 
This little lecher was always poping hb 
nurses and governesses, upside down. 
ARSIVBRSY, topsiturvy. IHd. He would 
sit down betwixt two stools, and his arse 
to the ground. Ihid.^ xiii. Of all . . . 
ARSBWisps . . . none . . . comparable to 
the neck of a goose. 

1650. Bromb, Eng, Moor^ iii. 3. It 
is the Arsivarsibst Aufe that ever crept 
into the world. 

x66o. HowBLL, LexicoH'Teir.^ s.v. 
Arsb-push. 

1663. BuTLBR, HutUbras^ i.L 4^6. 
Could he stir To active trot one side 
oTs Horse The other would not hang an 
ARSB. IHd.^ I. iiL 964. Then mounted 
both upon their Horses, But with their 
Faces to the arsbs. 

1664. Cotton, Scarronides (1770), 
9. Then (at his Ease) Arsing about. 
lHd,i 89. A wandering Woman that had 

scarce A Rag to hang upon her . 

Ibid. (1677). Burlesque upon Burlesque^ 
Z54. Never hang an Arsb for th' Matter. 

1668. Lbstrangb, Quevedo^ 33 (1678). 
Methought the old sluttbh Proverb that 
says There is a great distance between the 
Pulse and the Arse was much to blame for 
making such a difference in their Dignities. 
Ibid.f 66. 'Tis the very Arsb-Gut, the 
Drain and Sink of Monarchies. 

1673. Phillips^ Maronides. zso. 
Some m the next Woods refuge take, For 
all their Arses buttons make. 

1673. Ray, Proverbs^ 'Joculatory 
Proverbs.* He rose with his arse up- 
wards. A sign of good luck. Ibid.^ 
•Proverbial Phrases.' Arsy-versv . . . 
a pretended spell written upon the door of 
a nouse to keep it from burning. 

1679-80. Radcliffe, Ovid Travestie^ 
96. Did I, when Flannel was both dear 
and scarce, Make you Tnmk-hose to your 
ungrateful Arsb. 

1683. YLcxiKXR^Pordtige's Myst, Dw,^ 
* Pref.,'' 34. As if everi man went the 
wrong wsue to work ; All Arsi-varsi. 

1686. Dorset. Faithful CeUalogue 
[Rochester, Works (1718), 11. 33]. Her 
rapacious arsb Is fitter for thy sceptre 
than thy tarse. 

x686. Stuart, JocO'Ser. Disc,^ 30. 
Soe take some pity on your love And do 
not still so arseward prove. 



d, 1601. Baxter, Shave to Heavy- 
ARSED christians [Title]. 

1693. Dunton, Postboy Robb'd(i7o6)t 
173. Go to, let us not enter Rome, that 
is, not into a Discourse of Arsey-versey 
Love. 

1694. Motteux, Rabelais, iv. vi. 
Your Leominster superfine wool is mine 
ARSE to it; mere flock in comparison. 
/bid.f ix. A little shitten-arsed girl. 

d. 1704. Browne, Works ^ ii. ix. That's 

MINE A IN A bandbox. Ibid,^ 187. 

Luscious words ... so intelligibly ex- 
press'd that a girl of ten . . . may under- 
stand the meaning . . . ; my lord Roches- 
ter's songs are mine arse to it. Ibid.^ 
304. The pious scoundrels of England rose 
with their arses uppermost. Ibid.t L 68. 
May . . . Fistulas thy Arse-hole seize 
by Dozens. 

1704. Swift, Tale of a Tub^ xi. 
Honest friend, pray favour me with a hand- 
some kick on the arse. Ibid. (i704)> BattU 
of the Books (171 1), 335. Do you think I 
have nothing else to do but to mend and 
repair after your arse. Ibid. (c. r733)i 
A MS. New Simile for the Ladies. Who 
mak^ you think, the clouds he pierces? 
He pierce the clouds I he kiss their a—es. 
Ibia. , Problem. Once on a time there was 
an A GUT. 

1705. "WAKD^Hud. Red.y i. L 19. His 
Stings doat issue from his Arse and Mouth. 
Ibid.^ 38. No Saucebox, sure, by way of 
farce Will bid his Pastor kiss his Arsb. 
Ibid. {1706), Wooden World, 73. While 
he has a Rag to his Arsb, he scorns to make 
use of a Napkin. Ibid.y 63. So . . . ill-bred 
a Pimp, as constantly to turn his Arsb 
upon that glorious Benefactor [the sun]. 
Ibid. (c. 1709), Terrafiliusy iv. 34. If 
any . . . roolish Wench [has] stumbled 
Arse foremost to the cracking of her Pip- 
kin, . . . Ibid. (i7[?]), Humours of a 
Coffee-house. Rightly taken by the Horse 
Whose Farrier sticks the Pipe into his 

A . Ibid., Lampoon on two Famous 

Strumpets. Why should their Arses be 
lAXtt Ibid, Vulcan and Venus. I'll run 
a hot bar in your Goddeship's Arse. 

d. I73I. Prior, The Ladle, What 
should be |Teat, you turn to £arce ; I wish 
the Ladle m your a . 

X735. Bailey, Erasmus, ^ i. xxs. 
[Letters.] . . . are good to wipe your 
Arse with. Ibid. 5738), Dictionary. 
Arsy-vbrseY| topsy-turvy, preposterously, 
perversely, without order. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Arse. 



70 



Arthur. 



1726. Vanbrugh, Proooktd HuS' 
Smmdt iL Your mayster may kiss my 

1747. JoNSON, Highw. and Pyraits. 
354. He oune off with crying carrots and 
turnips, a term which rogues ose for whip> 

|»ng AT THB CAKT's ARSB. 

Z748. SuovLserr^ Roderick RandcfH^ 
viL A canting scoundrel, who has crept 
into business by his hypocrisy, and kiss> 
ING THB A— SB of everjrbodv. Ihid,^ 
xxxiu. If I durst use such a vulgar idiom 
... the nation did hang an arsb at 
its disappointment. Ibid, (1748). Rod. 
Random^ bcv. My lads, I'm told jrpu 
HANG AN ARSB. liid, (1751), Peregrine 
Pickle^ Ixxxvii. She . . . applied her 
hand to that part which was the last of 
her that disappeared, inviting the oxnpany 
TO KISS it, by one of its coarsest denomina- 
tions. Ibid.^ liL That celebrated English 
ditty, the burden of which begins with, 
The^igs they lie with their A — JES hare. 

175a W. Ellis, Mod. Husb.^ v. i. 
zi. [La^ the sheaves] . . . dose together, 
with their arsbs outwards. 

1768. Ross, Helenoret 43. Then 
Lindy to stand up b^;an to try ; But — he 
fell ARSBUNS back. 

JX774. Bridges, Homer Burlesgne, 
. Aiid kick your till kicking's good. 
bid.^ 6. For if you hang an a the 

least. Ibidt 14. My resolution still is^ 
To bid yom kiss my , Achilles. 

1774. Goldsmith, Nat. Hist.^ II. vii. 
vii. 317. Our sailors . . . give these birds 
[penguins] the very homely but expressive 
name of arse-febt. 

1 780. ToMLiNSON, Slang Pastoral^ 3. 
My ARSE hangs behind me as heavy as 
lead. 



1800), 15. 



[Burns, Merry Muses {f. 



' Old Song revised.'] I loe my 
Donald's tartans weel Hb naked arse and 



a' that. Ibid.f 6. Gif you wad be Strang, 
and wish to live lang Dance less wi' your 
ARSE to the kipples, young man. Ibid., 
99-100. An' he grippit her fast by the 

GUSSET OF her ARSE. 

18^8. Beckett, Paradise Lost^ 35. 
Just like so many pigs of lead. Away they 
went, A . . E overh«id. Ibid.^ 59. As to 

finding rags or clouts, To msQce a 

CASES, I've my doubts. Ibid.^ 83. And 
then he with a vacant stare, Cried out, * By 
gum, my .... b bare I ' 

1877. Peacock, Z»ic.6^^x.,Arsbrd 
. . . *Go ARSERDS, cousin Edward, go 



z88o. R. Holland \Old Farming 
Words^ 3]. In Cheshire the stalk-end of a 
potato (b called] the arsb-bnd of a tater. 

Arst, verb, (vulgar).—* Asked.' 

Arter, adv.^ pf^^P'% etc (vulgar). — 
'After.' 

Artesian, subs. (Australian).— A 
Gippsland (Victoria) brew of 
beer : manu&ctured with water 
obtained from an artesian well 
at Sale — hence artesian 
(eeneric) = colonial beer: see 
Cascade. 

Artful Dooqer, subs, (rhyming). 
— I. A lodger. 

2. (thieves'). — An expert 
thief: also see qaot [The Art-* 
FUL Dodger, a character in 
Dickens' Oliver Twisl.] 

i88x. New York Slang Diet. 
Artful dodders, fellows who dsue not 
sleep twice in the same place for fear 
of arrest. 

Arthur. King (or Prince) 
Arthur, subs. phr. (old).— 5^ 
quot 1785 and cf. Ambassador. 

1751. Smollbtt, Peregrine Pickle^ 
xvi. Actine the comedy of Prince 
Arthur, and other pantomimes as they 
are commonly exhibited at sea. 

1785. Grosb, Vulg. Tongue. s.v. 
King Arthur. A sailor's game. When 
near the line, or in a hot latitude, a man 
who is to represent King Arthur, is 
ridiculously dressed, having a large wig 
made out of oakum, or some old swabs. 
He is seated on the side, or over a large 
vessel of water, and every person in turn 
is ceremoniously introduced to him, and 
has to pour a bucket of water over him, 
crying out, *Hail, King Arthur I' If 
during the ceremony the person introduced 
laughs or smiles (to which his majesty 
endeavours to excite him by all sorts of 
ridiculous^ gesticulations), he changes 
places with, and then becomes Kmg 
Arthur, till relieved by some brother tar 
who has zs little command over his 
muscles as himself. 
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Artichoke, subs. (old).->i. A 
term of contempt. 

c.i6oa Day, Beggar Bednall Green. 
iii. 3. Let him alone, you cross-legg'd 

HARTICHOAK. 



Artist, subs, (American thieves'). 
—An adroit rogue ; a skilful 
gamester.— A^. Y.S.D. 

As. See Makb. 



2. (American). — A foundered 
whore : see Tart, 

3. (old). — A hanging : also 
HEARTY CHOAK (Grose) ; whence 

TO HAVE AN ARTICHOKE AND 
CAPER SAUCE FOR BREAKFAST = 

to be hanged. 

Article, subs. (old). — i. A 
woman: e.g. a prime article = 
(Grose) a handsome g^rl, *a 
hell of a goer ' (Lex. Bal.). 

1857. Trollope, Three Clerks^ xxxi. 
' She'd never have done for you, you 
know; and she's the very article for 
such a man as Peppermint.' 

2. (common).— A mildly con- 
temptuous or sarcastic address : 
usually with such adjectives as 
'pretty,' *nice,' etc Thus, 
'You're a pretty article' = 
* You're a beauty' (f.z^); 
*What sort of an article do 
you think you are ?'=* What's 
your name when out for a walk ? ' 
Also (Halliwell) *of a 
wretched animal ' 

1843. Dickens, Martin Ckutzlewit, 
xxvi. You're a nice arti 
sulky on first coming home ! 



3. (bid).— In //. =a suit 
clothes (Grose). 



of 



Article of Virtue, subs. phr. 
(popular). — A virgin. [A play 
upon * virtue,' and virtu.^ 

Artilleryman, subs, (common). 
— A drunkard : cf. Canon = 
drunk, and su Lushington. 



Asia Minor, subs. phr. (popular). 
— The Kensington and Bays- 
water district. [Many Anglo- 
Indians reside in this locality. 
The nickname is double-barrelled, 
for the district is also the head- 
quarters of the Greek community 
in the metropolis.] Cf. New 
Jerusalem, Black Hole, etc. 

1888. Daily NewSy 9 Feb., 3. 5. 
Notting-hill ... is ^ the centre of a 
district where Indians in the British 
metropolis mostly congregate, . . . Asia 
Minor [as] it is sometimes called. 

AsiNEQO, Ji^j. (old).— I. *A little 
ass ' ; hence (2) a fool, donkey 
{q*V.), DUFFER (q.V.). 

1606. Shakspearb, Troilus and 
Cressida. ii. x. 49. Thou bast no more 
brains than I have in my elbows ; an 
ASSINEGO may tutor thee. 

16x6. Beaumont and Fletcher, 
. Scornful Lady^ ii. i. All this would be 
forsworn, and I again an asinego, as your 
sister left me. 

1635. JoNSON, Expost, with Inigo 
Jonesy 19. Or are you so ambitious 'hove 
your peers, You'd lie an ass-inigo by your 
ears. 

1714. MiLBOURNE, Tratt<n*s Revu.^ 
Pref. These asinegoes are like those 
miserable comforters Job's friends. 

Ask, verb, (old literary: now 
colloquial). — To proclaim in 
church : as a marriage ; literally 
to ask for (or the) banns thereto. 
Formerly also of stray cattle, etc. 
[O.E.D. : 'The recognised ex- 
pression is now to " publish " the 
banns ; but * *ask " is the historical 
word.'] Whence asking = an 
announcement in church of in- 
tended marriage. 
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1461-73. Pasion Lttiers^ iii. 46. To 
AXB [a couple] in chyrche. 

1583. FiTZHERBERT, 5't«rwry««i^, aSb. 
Tbey ought to askb them [stray cattle] 
thre sondayes in thre or four next parysshe 
churches and also crye them thre tymts 
in thre the next market townes. 

1606. Wify Beguiid [Dodslkt, Old 
Plays (Hazlitt), ix. 304]. We must be 
ASKED in church next Simday. 

1669. Fuller, Worthies. *West. 
minster' (181 1), ii. 10^. His head was 
ask'd but never married to the English 
Crown. 

1727-51. Chambers* JSncft,, s.v. 
Banns. The publication of banns 
(popularly called asking in the church). 

1834. Byron, /mom^ xvi. Ixxxviii. 
At the third asking ... he started. 

1841. Ordbrson, Creoleaaa. iL 14. 
The&irsex . . . preferring to be 'asked 
indiurch.' 

1865. B. Bribrly, /rhdalet 11. 187. 
The * askings ' had been called over three 
OMisecutive Sundays. 

Ask ANOTHER,/^r. (common). 
— A jesting or contemptuous retort 
to a question that one cannot, 
will not, or ought not, to answer : 

also ASK BOGY (^.V.). 

Askew, suds. (Old Cant).— A cup : 
see Skew (Harman, 1567). 

A8PASIA, suds, (common). — A 
harlot : see quot. 1892 and 
Tart. 

1809. Maty [Riesbeck's Trav. 
Germ.f xx.]. Many an aspasla capable 
of being classed in the same line with her 
immortel prototype. 

1833. Lytton, Godolphin, xxi. 
Miss Vernon is another Aspasia, I near. 

1854. Thackeray, Newcomesy xxxL 
He * ranged himself,' as the French b, 
shortly before hb marriage, just like any 
other young bachelor ; took leave of 
PluTue and Aspasie in the coulisses, and 
proposed to devote himself henceforth to 
his charming young wife. 

1886. M'Carthy and Campb. 
Praed., iii. Your really great women — 
the Sapphos, the Aspasias. 



1893. Fbnnkll, Simn/brd Diet,, 8.v. 
Aspasia, name of <me <m the celebrUed 
courtesans of Athens, called Hetsrae 
(cratpoi), many o( whom were highly 
accomplished and were faithful to one 
lover. . . . Representative of a fiudnating 
courtesan, and more rarely, of an accom< 
plished w(xnan. 

ASPEN-LEAF, suis. phr. (old).— 
The tongue. 

Z533. More, Con/ut, Betnus, viii. 
[IVorks, 769. i]. For if they myghte be 
sufied to b^;in <mes in the congr^;acion 
to fol in dispming, those aspen-leaves of 
theirs would never leave waggyng. 

1567. T. Howell, Poems (1879), 150. 
In womens mindes: are diuers winds, 
which stur their Aspin tungb, to prate 
and chat. 

ASPERSINQ-TOOL, subs, phr. 
Tvenery). — Thit penis i see Prick 
(Urquhart). 

Ass, subs, (common). — Generic for 
stupidity, clumsiness, and ignor- 
ance. Hence (i) a fool: see 
BuFFLB. [O. £. D. : now disused 
in polite literature and speech.] 
Also ASSHEAD : whence ass- 
headed = stupid ; and asshead- 

EDNESS = folly. To MAKE AN 

ass OF=to stultify ; to make an 
ass of oneself = to play the 
fool ; Your ass-ship (a mock 
title: cf, lordship). Also Pro- 
verbs AND PROVERBIAL SAY- 
INGS : * When a fool is made a 
bishop then a homed ASS is bom 
therem' (1400); * Perhaps thy 
ASS can tell thee what thou 
knowest not' (Nash); *To 
wrangle for an ass's shadow' 
(Thynne); *Go sell an ass' 
(TOPSELL : * a ch^ge of block- 
ishness to a dull scholar '). 

* Angry as an ass with a squib 
in his breech ' (Cotgrave) ; 

* Honey is not . for an ASS's 
mouth ' (Shelton) ; * An ass 
laden with gold will go lightly 
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uphill ' (Shelton) ; * Asses have 
ears as well as pitchers ' 
(MiDDLETON) ; * He will act 
the ass's part to get some bran ' 
(Urquhart); *An ass in a 
lion's skin * (Addison) ; * An 
unlettered king is a crowned 
ASS* (Freeman); to plough 
with ox and ASS=to use incon- 
gruous means ; *■ The ASS waggeth 
his ears' (Cooper, 1563: *a 
proverbe applied to theim, 
whiche, although they lacke 
leamynge, yet will they babble 
and make a countenaunce, as if 
they knewe somewhat '). 

1532. MoRB, Confut. Barnes^ viii. 
Th3rs felowes folishe apbhenesse and al 
hys ASSBHBDED exclamacions. 

1546. Becon, Early Writings 
[Parker Soc.]. [A fool b called] asshead. 

iSSa Bale, Apology ^ 61. O ab- 
solute ASS-HEADS . . . and W3rtlesse 
ydyote. 

X578. Lyte, Dodoens^ 348. Land- 
leapers, roges, and ignorant asses. 

1589. Hay any IVork^ 36. As verye 
an A^bhead as John Catercap. 

1590. Shakspeare, Mid. Night's 
Dreanty iii. i. 124. This is to make an 
ASS of me, to fright me if they could. 
Ibid, (1598), Merry IVives. i. 1. 176. I am 
not altogether an ass. Ibia. (x6oi), Twelfth 
Nighty V. I. 212. An assbhead and a 
coxcombe. 

1609. DouLAND, Omithop. Micro- 
logusy 65. Asse-headed ignorance. 

1610. Healey, City of God^ 694. 
Yet had he his humane reason still, as 
Apuleus had in his asse-ship. 

161 X. Chapman, Mayday ^ iv. 4. I 
shall imagine still I am driving an ox 
AND AN ASS before me. 

1617. MiNSHEW, Dict,y s.v. ASSE* 
HEADDINESSE OT blockbhnesse. 

1621. BuifroN, Anat, Melon.. II. iii. 
ii. A nobleman ... a proud fool, an 
arrant ass. 

1633. FoRDf Love's Sacri^e.'ii. 2. If 
this be not a fit of some violent afifection, I 
am an ass in understanding. 

1715^. FoPR. Lett, to Hon. R. Digby. 
They think our Doctors asses to them. 



1724. Ramsay. Tea-table Misc.^ 14. 
The Warld is rul'd by Asses, And the 
Wise are sway'd by clmk. 

1729. Cooke, Tales^ 87. Ended 
thus bis Ass-ship's Reign. 

1828. Scott, Fair Maid^ i. ^9. I 
am but an ass m the trick of brmging 
about such discourse. 

1843. Lbver, Jack Hintont iv. 
Lord Dudley de Vere, the most con- 
founded puppy, and the emptiest ass. 

1865. DiCKEHS, Our Mutual Friend 
(C. D. ed.), 6. As to Twemlow ... he 
considers the large man an offensive ass. 

1865. Trollope, Belton Estate^ xx. 
Don't make such an ass of yourself. 

1866. Eraser's Mag.^ 284. i. They 
could not be deprived of uie common right 
of Englishmen to make asses of them- 
selves if they liked it. 

2, (printers'). — A composi- 
tor : used by pressmen : the tit- 
for-tat = PIG {q.v.)\ also DON- 
KEY: Fr. miUet, 

A88A88IN, subs, (old).— 5^ quot. 
{Century. *with allusion to its 
** killing "effect.'] 

1604. Ladies' Diet. [Century]. A 
breast-knot, or similar decoration worn in 
front. 

A88AYE8 (The), subs. phr. (mili- 
tary).— The 2nd battalion (late 
74th) Highland Light Infantry : 
for distinction at Assaye when 
'every officer present, save one, 
was killed or wounded, and the 
battalion was reduced to a mere 
wreck ' (Farmer, Mil. Forces of 
Gt. and Greater Britain). 

A88E8' Bridge (The), subs. phr. 
(common). — The fifth proposition 
in the First Book of Euclid's 
Elements ; the pons asinorum. 

c.ijio. Epigram. If this be rightly 
called the bridge of asses. He's not the 
fool that sticks, but he that passes. 

i860. All Year Rounds 560. He 
never crossed the ass's bridge. 
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ASSIQ., 

tion' 



subs. (old). — An 
(B. E. and Grose). 



A88MAN8HIP (OR ASSWOMAN- 

SHIP), subs, (colloquial).— The 
art oif donkey - riding : on the 
model of horsemanship. 

xSoo. SouTHBY, LetUrs (zSsfS), i* >i9> 
Edith has made a great profiaency in ass> 

WOMANSHIP. 

1882. Punchy ^}yxD!t. They witch the 
world with noble assmanship. 

ASTE, subs. (Old Cant).— Money: 
generic : see Rhino (Narss). 

z6i3. PasstMfftr of Benvenuto, 
These cconpanions, who . . . carry the im- 
inession and marke of the pUlerie galley, 
and of the halter, they call the purse a 
leafe, and a fleece; money, cuckoes, and 
ASTB, and crowns. 

Astronomer, subs. (old). — A 
horse with a high carriage of the 
head ; a star-gazer {q.v.). 

At. See All ; Breeches ; Hand ; 
Have ; Pickpurse ; Rest ; 
That; You. 

Ath AN ASIAN Wench, subs. phr. 
(old). — * A forward girl, ready to 
oblige every man that shall ask 
her" (Grose); a quicunque 
vult(^.».): j^^Tart. 

Athen>eum, subs, (venery).— The 
penis : see Prick. 

Ath ens. The Modern Athens, 
subs. phr. (literary).— i. Edin- 
burgh; and (2) Boston, Mass. 
(also The Athens of 
America). 

Atlantic-ranqer, subs. phr. 
(common). — A herring; a sea- 
rover (q.v.)\ see Glasgow 
magistrate. 



1883. Gc0d W&rdtt 378* Peas- 
podding, and hard«boiled ^gs. nibbing 
shoulders, as it were, witb Atlantic 

RANGKKS. 

Atkins. See Tommy Atkins. 

Atomy, subs. (old). — i. An 
anatomy; a 'specimen'; a 
skeleton; also otamy: whence 
(2) a very lean person ; a walking 
skeleton. 



C(Hn4 



1598. Shakspbarb, a Htnry IV.^ v. 
33. Host. Thou ATOMY, thou I Dot, 
le, 3rou thin thing, come, you rascal. 

i68z. Knox, Hist, Ceyhn^ 124. 
Consumed to an atomy, having nothing 
left but skin to cover his bones. 



1738. Gay, 
He is among th< 
Hall. 



Beggar's Optra^ ii. i. 
t Otamys at Surgeon's 



1755. Smollbtt, Quixote (1803), iv. 
148. My hemes . . . will be taken up 
smooth, and white and bare as an atom. 

1822. Scott, The Fortunes 0/ Nigel, 
iii. ' He was an atomy when he came up 
from the North, and . . . died ... at 
twenty stone weight.' 

1823. Cooper, Pioneer, xiii. His 
sides . . . looked just like an atomy, ribs 
and all. 

1848. Dickens, Dombey, 86. 
Withered atomies of teaspoons. 

1864. Mrs. Lloyd, Zdu^^Pfi&arrem;, 
Z49. We should have wasted to atomies 
if we had stayed in that terrible bad place 
any longer. 

\^66. Sm.a, Gaslight and DayUgkt, 
ix. A miserable little atomy, more de- 
formed, more diminutive, more mutilated 
than any beggar in a bowl. 

1884. Comhill Mageuine, May. 478. 
Scarecrow and atomy, what next will you 
call me ? Yet you want to marry me i 

1886. Braddon, Mohofiuks, xxii. 
' How lovely his young wife looks to-night ; 
lovely enotugh to keep that poor old atomy 
in torment. 

2. (old).— A diminutive person; 
a pigmy. 
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X591. Shakspbarb. Romeo andJuUet, 
iv. i. 57. Queen Mao ... the fairies 
midwife ; anashe comes In shape no bigger 
than an agate-stone On the forefinger of 
an alderman, Drawn with a team of little 
ATOMIES, Athwart men's noses as they 
fell asleep. Ibid, (1600), As You Like It, 
iii. 5. That eyes that are the frail'st and 
softest things Who shut their coward gates 
on ATOMIES Should be call'd tyrants, 
butchers, murderers. 

X599. Davies, immort, of Soul^ 35. 
Epicures make them swarmes of atomibs. 

1625. Donne, AmU. of the World, i. 
209. And freely men confess that this 
world's spent. When in the planets and the 
firmament They seek so many new; they 
see that this Is crumbled out again t' his 
atomies. 

3. (American thieves*). — An 
empty-headed person. 

Atrocity, subs, (colloquial). — 
Anybody or anything grievously 
below the ordinary standard or 
out of the common: e.g. a bad 
blunder, a flagrant violator of 
good taste, a very weak pun, etc. 
Hence atrocious, 0^5^'.= shock- 
ingly bad, execrable, and as adv. 
= excessively. 

1831. Alford \Life (1873), 67]. The 
letter had an atrociously long sentence 
in it. 

1878. Hatton, Corr. Pref.^ 4. 
Their diction and their spelling and the 
fearful atrocities committed in the latter. 



Attack, subs, (colloquial). — A 
commencement of operations : as 
(jocularly) upon dinner, a prob- 
lem, correspondence, etc. Also 
asz'^^. 

i8ia. Combe, Picturesque^ xvii. 62. 
The Doctor then . . . pronounced the 
. The fierce attack was soon 



1840. Thackeray, Pendennis^ i. It 
was a double letter, and the Major com- 
menced perusing the envelope before he 
ATTACKED the timer epistle. 



Attempt, verb, (euphemistic). — 
To APPROACH (q.v.) a woman ; 
to attack the chastity; to try 
{q.v.). Hence attempter, 
attemptable, and other de- 
rivatives. 

1593. Shakspbarb, Lucrece^ ^gz. 
I see what crosses my attempt will bring. 
Ibid. (1603), Meas.for Meas,^ iii. x. 967. 
The maid will I frame and make fit for his 
ATTEMPT. Ibid. (i6zi), i. 4. 65. This 
gentleman . . . vouching hb to be . . . 
less ATTEMPTABLE than any of the rarest 
of our ladies in France. Ibid.^ 122. 1 durst 
ATTEMPT . . . any lady in the world. 

1607. TopsELL, Four-footed Beasts^ 
3. Apes that ATTEMPT women. 

161 1. GuiLLiM, Heraldry ^ iii. vii. 
(z66o), 136. The Judges . . . who 
ATTEMPTED Susanna. 

1642. Milton, A^l. Smec. \Works 
(1851), 271]. To secure and protect the 
weaknesse of any attempted chastity. 

i;r4i. Richardson, Pamela (1824), 
1. xviii. 29. When one of our sex finds 
she b ATTEMPTED. Ibid, (1748), Clarissa. 
III. 273. It would be a miracle if she stood 
such an attempter. 

Attic, subs, (common). — i. The 
head ; the brain ; the upper 

STOREY {q.v,). 

1870. [Alford, Life (1873), 467]. 
Tolerably well all day, but the noise in the 
ATTIC unremoved. 

2. (venery). — The female 
pudendum : see Monosyllable. 

Attic-salt (style or wit), subs, 
phr. (literary). — Well - turned 
phrases spiced with refined and 
delicate humour. 

185]. Written in a stile so attick . . . 
that it may well be called the French 
Tacitus. 

1738. Pope, Epil., Sat. 11. 83. While 
Roman Spirit charms, and Attic Wit. 

1748. Dvche, Dictionaryis «!•)» In 
Philology^ we say^ attic-salt. for a 
delicate, poignant kind of wit and humour 
after the Athenian manner, who were 
particular in this way. 
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X760. Sterns, Tristram SJumdy^ 
V. iiL Triumi^ swam in my father's eyes, 
at the repartee : the Attic salt brought 
water into them. 

1770. Sheridan, Critic^ i. 2. I 
. . . only add— characters strongly drawn 
— fund of genuine humour — mme of in- 
vention — neat dialogue — attic-salt. 

1848. Hannay, King Dobbs^ ix. 
129(1855). *What? is it unlucky to spill 
attic-salt, as well as the ordinary kind t ' 

Attleborouqh, suds. (American). 
— Pinchbeck ; Brummagem 
if, v.), [Attleborough is cele- 
brated for its manufacture of 
trashy jewehy.] 

Attormey, suds, (old colloquial).— 
I. A knave ; a swindler : an 
ancient and still general reproach. 
Whence attorneydom and 
ATTORNEYISM (in contempt or 
abuse). 

1732. Pope, Moral Essays, iii. 274. 
Vile ATTORNIES, now an useless race. 

C.1784. Johnson [Boswell, Life, i. 
385]. Johnson observed that ' he did not 
care to speak ill of any man behind his 
back, but he believed the gentleman was 

an ATTORNEY.' 

1837. Carlyle, French Rev., in. vii. 
Attornies and Law-Beagles which 
lunt ravenous on this Earth. Ibid.^ 258. 
Vanish, then, thou rat-eyed Incarnation of 
Attorneyism. Ibid. (1864), Fred, the 
Great, iv. 2. Instinctively abhorrent of 
attorneyism and the swindler element. 

1881. Standard, 22 Aug., 5. 2. The 
narrow and captious argument of attor- 
neydom. 

1882. Society, 7 Oct., 16. 2. A strong 
element of what Mr. John Bright has been 
pleased to call attorneydom. 

1884. •^«'- -'?«'•. 28 June, 835. 2. The 
peculiarity, however, of that kind of 
cleverness which ... is called attorney- 
ism, is that it frequently overreaches itself. 

2. (common). — A drumstick of 
goose, or turkey, grilled and 
devilled : cf. devil. 

1828. Griffin, Collegians, xiii. 'I 
love a plain beef steak before a grilled 
attorney.' 



fc 



Byron, Age of Bronze, xiv. 
he goodly audit-alb. 



Attorn EY-Q EN ERAL's Devil. See 
Devil. 

Auctioneer. To tip (or give) 

THE AUCTIONEER, verb, phr. 
(pugilists').— To knock a man 
down : Tom Sayers' right hand 
was nicknamed THE auctioneer. 

1863. Sala, Breakfast in Bed, i. 4 
(1864). And who, in return for a craven 
blow, can deliver the auctionkxr well 
over the face and eyes. 

Audit- ALE (or Audit), subs. phr. 
(Univ.).— A special brew of ale : 
orig. for use on audit days. 

But where b now the go 

1837. Barham, Ing. Legends {Lay 0/ 
S. Dunstan). The ' Trinity audit ale ' 
is not come-at-able. As I've found to my 
great grief when dining at that table. 

1873. OuiDA, Gen. Matchm., 34. 
Are you going to smoke and drink audit 
on that sofa 9j\ day? 

1 876. Trevelyan, Li/e o/Macaulay 
(1884X iv. 127. A glass of the audit ale, 
whidi reminded him that he was still a 
fellow of Trinity. 

AUDLEY. Af^JOHN AUDLEY. 

AUFE. See Oaf. 

AUQER, subs. (American thieves*). 
— A prosy talker ; a BORE (q.v.). 

Aught, subs, (vulgar). — A common 
illiteracy for * naught,* the cipher 
*o.* ♦ 

Auld Hornie, subs. phr. (Scots). 
— I. The Devil: see Black- 
spy. 

2. (venery).— The penis: see 
Prick. 

Auld Reekie, subs. phr. (Scots).— 
The Old Town, ' Edinburgh : i.e. 
Old Smoky.' 
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x8o6. Pitman [Sharps, CorrespoH' 
dence (1888), i. 271]. We are within two 
hours*and-a-half of Auld Reeky. 

1816. Scott, Antiquary^ vi. And 
what news do you bring us from Edinburgh 
. . . how wags the world in Auld 
Reekie? Ibid. (1818), Heart Midioth., 
xl. My best service to all my old friends 
at and about Auld Reekie. 

1880. Colonies and India^ 24 July, 
10. 1. The Australasian Colony in Auld 
Reekie b prospering apace. 

AULY AULY, subs, phr, (Win. Coll. : 
obsolete). — A game played in 
* Grass Court ' on Saturday after- 
noons after chapel. An india- 
rubber ball was thrown one 
to another, and everybody was 
obliged to join in. The game, 
though in vogue in 1830, was 
not played as Ute as 1845. 

AUMBES-ACE. .Stf^ AMBS-ACB. 

Aunt, subs, (Old Cant).— i. A 
bawd; a harlot (B. £. and 
Grose) : hence (old sayings) * my 
AUNT will feed me ' = (B. E. ) * the 
bawd will find me in meat ' ; * She 
is one of my aunts that made my 
uncle go a-begging (or that my 
uncle never got any good of).' 

1604. Shakspearb, IVintet's Tale^ 
iv. 2. Sununer songs for me and my 
AUNTS, While we he tumbling in the 
hay. 

1607. Dekker, Northward Hoe^ i. 
3. Pren. May be she's gone to Brainford. 
May. Inquire at one of mine aunts. 
Ibid.^ V. I. Feath. Ye told me, sir, she 
was your kinswoman. May. Right, one 
of mme aunts. 

1607. Middlbton, Mich. Temt^ iii. 
z. She demanded of me whether I was 
your worship's aunt or no. Out, out, out I 

1608. Middleton, Trick to Catch 
the Old One, 11. i. Was it not then better 
bestowed upon his uncle than upon one of 
his aunts? — I need not say bawd, for 
everyone knows what aunt stands for in 
the last translation. 

[?]. [Dodsley, Old Plays (Reed), 
iii. 360.] To call you one o' mine aunts, 
sister, were as good as to call you arrant 
whore. 



. they 
or some sucn 



[?1. [DoDSLEV, Old Plays (Reed), 
vii. 410.] Naming to him one of my 
AUNTS, a widow by Fleetditch, her name 
is Mistress Gray, and keeps divers gentle> 
women lodgers. 

166^ KiLLiGRBW, Parson's Wed- 
ding, iu. X. Yes, and follow her, like one 
of my AUNTS of the suburbs. 

x668. Lestrange, Quevedo (1778), 
133. They . . . gallant the Wife to the 
Park . . . where forty to one . 
stumble upon an Aunt , 
Reverend Goer-between. 

1678. Dryden, Kind Keeper, i. i. 
The easiest Fool I ever knew, next my 
Naunt of Fairies in the Akhymist, 

1785. Grose, Vulg. Tongue, s.v. 
Aunt ... a title of eminence for the 
senior dells, who serve for instructresses, 
mid wives, etc., for the dells. 

2. (old and still colloquial, esp. 
in U.S.A.). — ^An endearment or 
familiar address ; also aunty : 
spec, (i), in nursery talk, a female 
* friend of the family ' ; and (2) a 
matronly woman : hence aunt- 
hood : cf, UNCLE. 

1592. Mid. Night's Dream, ii. 1. 
The wisest aunt telling the saddest tale. 

16x4. JoNSON, Bartholomew Fair, ii. 
I. Over. Let us drink, boy, with my 
love, thy aunt here . . . Ale for thine 
AUNT, boy. 

1861 . Stowe, Pearl ofOrr^s Island, 
21. These universally useful persons 
receive among us the title of aunt by « 
sort of general ^ consent . . . They are 
nobody's aunts in particular, but aunts 
to human nature generally. 

1863. Craik, Domestic Stories, 373. 
This sort of universal aunthood to the 
whole neighbourhood was by no means 
disagreeable to Miss Milly. 

1883. Harper's Ma^., Oct., 728. 2. 
The negro no longer submits with grace to 
be called * uncle ' and • aunty ' as of yore. 

3. (Oxford and Cambridge : 
obsolete). — The sister university. 

i6«. Fuller, Church Hist., 11. i. 
308. The Sons of our Aunt are loth to 
consent that one who was taught 
Cambridge, should teach in Oxford. 
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Z70X. Pbpys, Carr,t 403. An humble 
present of mine, though a Cambridge man, 
to my dear aunt, the University of 
Oxford. 

Phrasbs. ' If my AUNT had 
been my uncle what would have 
happened then'? (a retort on 
inconsequent talk) ; to go and see 
one's AUNT=to go to the W.C. 
(see Mrs. Jones). 

1834. Thompson, Exerc, (1842), iii. 
45, note. What might have happened 
afterwwrds, is only known to those who 
can tell what would havb come to pass 

IP YOUR AUNT HAD BBBN YOUR UNCLB. 

Aunt Maria, subs, phr, (vcnery). 
— The female pudendum : ue 
Monosyllable. 

Aunt Sally, subs, phr. (common). 
— A game common to race-courses 
and fairs: a wooden head is 
mounted on a pole to form a 
target ; in the mouth is placed a 
clay pipe, which the player, 
standing at twenty or thirty yards, 
tries to smash. 

[i860. Notes and Qttfrus, 3 S. x. 117. 
Aunt Sally is the heroine of a popular 
negro melody, in which the old lady i9eets 
with several ludicrous adventures.] 



*, Derby Day.' Aunt 
is rawer overdone than other- 



Times, 



1861 
Sally . 
wise. 

1866. Sala, Gaslight and Daylight^ 
i. They will . . . create disturbances on 
the course, and among the ' sticks ' and 
aunt sallies. 

1883. Punchy 2 June, 364. i. The 
average number of ' chucks ' ^t cocoa-nuts 
before achieving success b six, and of 
• shies ' at aunt sally, four. 

1884. Pall Mall Gaz.y 15 Aug., 4. i. 
Aunt Sallies and skittles for those who 
prefer such attractions. 

Au Reservoir ! intj, phr. 
(common).— -4« revoir. 

AURUM POTABILE, subs. phr, (Old 
' Cant). — That is, * drinkable 
gold ' ; see quots. 



1644. Quarlss, Judgment a$uL 
Merest 86. Poverty ... is a sickness 
very catching . . . The best cordial is 

AURUM POTABILR. 

1653. AsHUOLBf Theat.Chem,Brtt., 
443. And then the golden 0]^e called 
AURUM-POTABiLB, A medidne most mer- 
velous to preserve mans health. 

1653. Evelyn, Diary, 37 June. 
Monsr. Roupel sent me a small {dual of 
hb AURUM POTABILE, with a letter shew- 
ing the way of adininistering it and y* 
stupendous cures it hath done at Paris. 

1678. Phillips, Diet,, s.v. Aurum 
POTABiLBf a medicine made of the body of 
S^old itself, totally reduced, without corao- 
sive, into a blood-red, gummie, ot hony- 
like substance. 

Z708. Kersey, Diet, Aurum pota- 
BILE. Gold made liquid^ or fit to be drunk ; 
or some rich Cordial Liquor, with pieces 
of Leaf-gold in it. 

Australian Flag, subs. phr. 
(Australian). — A rucked-ap shirt- 
tail. 



Australian Qrip, subs, phr, 
(Australian). — A hearty hand- 
shake. 

AUTEM (AUTUM, AUTOM, Or 
Antem), subs, (Old Cant).— A 
church (Harman, (B. E., 
Grose, et passim). As adj. = 
married ; also in numerous com- 
binations, thus: AUTEM-BAWLBR 
(-CACKLER, -JET or- PRICKEAR) 

=a parson: spec, of Dissenters; 
AUTEM-CACKLE TUB=(i) a dis- 
senting meeting-house, (2) a 
pulpit ; AUTUM-covE=a married 
man ; autum-dipper (or -diver) 
= (i) a Baptist, (2) a thief work- 
ing churches or conventicles, and 
(3) an overseer or guardian of the 
poor ; AUTUM-GOGGLER=*a pre- 
tended French prophet * (Grose) ; 
AUTUM-MORT {see quots. 1567 
and C. 1696); AUTUM-QUAVER = 
a Quaker; autum-quaver tub 
=a Quaker's meeting-house. 
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1567. Harman, Caveat (1814), 49. 
These Autem Mortbs be maried wemen, 
. . . they be as chaste as a cowe I have, 
that goeth to bull eury moone, with what 
bull she careth not. These walke most 
times from their husbands companye a 
moneth and more to gether, being asodate 
with another as honest as her selfe. 
These wyll pylfar clothes of hedges ; 
some of them go with children of ten or 
xii years of age; yf tyme and place 
seme for their purpose, they will send 
them into some house, at the window, to 
steale and robbe, whidb th^ call in their 
language, Milling of the ken: and wil 
go wim wallets on their shoulders, and 
slates at their backes. 

T586. Harrison, Disc. England^ 
184. 

X503. Greene, Quip^ [Works^ ix. 
383]. The pedler as bad or rather worse, 
walketh the country with his docksey at 
the least, if he have not two, his mortes 
dels^ and Autem Mortis. 

1610. Rowlands, Martin Mark-all, 
7 (H. Club's Reprint, iZjj). They could 
not quietly take their rest in the night, nor 
keepe his autem, or doxie sole vnto 
himselfe. 

1641. Brome, Jovial Crew [Far- 
mer, Musa Pedestris (1896), 25). The 
autum-mort finds better sport In bowsing 
than in nigling. 

c. 1696. B. E., Diet. Cant. Crew^ s.v. 
Autem mort, c. a Married-woman, also 
the Twenty fourth Order of the Cstnting 
Tribe, Travelling, B^ging (and often 
Stealing) about the Country, with one 
Child m Arms another on Back, and 
(sometimes) leading a third in the Hand. 

1807. Lytton, Pelkam. Job ex- 
plained ... his wish to pacify Dawson's 
conscience by dressing up one of the pals 
... as an autem bawler, and so obtain- 
ing him the benefit of the clergy without 
endangering the gang by his confession. 

1834. AiNSWORTH, RookwOOdt III. V. 

Morts, autem-morts, walking morts, dells, 
doxies, with all the shades and grades of 
the canting crew, were assembled. 

1859. Matsbll, Vocatmlum^ 'A 
Hundred Stretches Hence.' ' Oh 1 where 
will be the culls of the bing A hundred 
stretches hence? The autumn-cacklbrs, 

AUTUMN-COVES. . . . 



1876. HiNDLEV, Cheap Jacky 260. 
A Jew was selling cocoa-nut, when the 
AUTEM-CACKLER . . . Wanted to impart 
to the Israelite the sib he committed in 
carrying on his vocation on such a day 
[Sunday]. 

1901. NiSBET, Hermesy a68. 

AUTBM-DIVER. 

AUTHdR-BAITiNQ, subs. phr. 
(theatrical). — Calling a play- 
wright before the curtain to sub- 
ject him to annoyance — yelling, 
hooting, bellowing, etc. 

Avast, intj. (nautical). — Hold ! 
Stop ! Stay I 
1681. Otway, Soldiers' Fortunt^^ iv. 
L Hoa up, hoa up ; so avast there, sir. 

1748. Smollett, Rod. Random^ xli. 
* Avast there, friend : none of your tricks 
upon travellers.* Ibid. (1751), Peregrine 
Pickle^ xcvii. 'And upon this scrap of 
paper — no, avast — that's my discharge 
from the parish.' 

1883. Clark Russell, Sailor's 
Lanptage^ s.v. Avast. An order to stop 
hauling or heaving ; pronounced 'vast. 
A word going out of fashion as used among 
seamen, who would fomlerly say *Vast 
there ! ' meaning. Stop that talking. It b 
now confined to ship's work. Ibid. (1884), 
Jack's Courtship^ xiv. But avast now ! 
we've had enough of pbilosopherising. 

AVERING, subs. (old). — See quot. 

1695. Kennett, Lans. MS.^ Z033. 
When a begging boy strips himself and 
goes naked into a town with a fals story of 
being cold, and stript, to move compassion 
and get better cloatns, this b call'd aver- 
ING, and to goe a avering. 

Avoirdupois, subs, (colloquial). — 
Excess of flesh ; fat. 

Avoirdupois-lay, j»^j. /^r. (Old 
Cant). — * Stealing brass weights 
off the counters of shops' 
(Grose). 

Avuncular, adj. (common). — 
Humorously employed in various 
combinations : e.g. avuncular 
RELATION = a pawnbroker; an 

UNCLE (f. v.); AVUNCULAR LIFE 

= pawnbroking. Also avun- 
cular - GIG, TO AVUNCULIZE 
( = to act as an uncle), etc. , etc. 

F 
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1669. Fuller, WortkUs^ ' Hants,' i. 
414. Seeing he was sister's son to bla!ck> 
mouth 'd Sanders, it is much that he doth 
not more avunculizb in his bitterness 
against Protestants. 

1831. Landor, Rupert {Works 
(1846), II. 571], Love . . . paternal or 

AVUNCULAR. 

185^1. Thackeray, Newcomes, v. 
Clive, in the avuncular gig, b driven 
over the downs to Brighton, to his 
maternal aunt there. IHd.^xX. Clive had 
passed the avuncular banking-house in 
the city, without caring to face hb rela> 
tions there. 

1859. Sala, Gaslight and Daylight^ 
iiL 37. If you enter one of these pawn< 
shoiK . . . you will observe these peculiari- 
ties in the internal economy of the avun- 

CUI.AR LIFE. 

1897. Marshall, Pomes^ 93. *A 
Model Christmas.' (The poet detaches a 
blanket from hb bed and despatches it to 

an AVUNCULAR RELATIVE^ 

Awake, adv, (old).— On the alert ; 
vigilant ; fully appreciative : su 
Fly. 



Grosb^ Vulg. Tongue^ s.v. 



Moll say to hb ac- 



1785- , ^ 

Awake ... A thief will 
complice on perceiving the ^rson they 
are about to rob b aware of their intention, 
and upon hb guard, stow it^ the cove's 
AWAKE. To be awake to any scheme, 
deception or design, means generally to 
see through or comprehend it. 

1 813. Austen, Pride and Prejudice^ 
xL As much awake to the novelty of 
attention in that quarter as Elizabeth 
herself. 

1821. Moncrieff, Tom and Jerry 
(Dicks), 6. Jerry. Yes, he's up, hts 
AWAKE, he'sfly—^^z. ! ha ! 

1838. Dickens, N. Nichleby, xxxix. 
If you hear the waiter coming, sir, shove 
it in your pocket and look out of the 
window. . . . 'I'm AWAKE, father,' replied 
the dutiful Wackford. 



1879. Froude, Ceesar^ x. 
AWAKE to the dangers. 



He 



Away, adv, (colloquial). — Away 
( = forthwith, continuously) oc- 
curs in several colloquialisms, 
mostly imperative. Thus : Fire 



AWAY I = Commence immedi- 
ately ! ; Say away I = * Spit it out ' ; 
Peg away ! = Keep going ; 
Right AWAY !=at once; *Away 
THE MARE ! ' = Adieu to care ! 
Begone ! far-and-away = al- 
together ; * Who can hold that 
WILL AWAY? '=* Who can bind 
an unwilling tongue'? to 
MISTAKE AWAY = to pilfer and 
pretend mistake; away back= 
(i) long ago; and (2) see way- 
back. 

d, 1^39. Dunbar [quoted by Gippord]. 
And Prudence in my eir says ay, Quhv 

WAD YOU HALD THAT WILL AWAY? 

1535* COVERDALB, /<7A», Xvi. Z3. I 

haue yet much to saye vnto you, but ye 
can not benre it awayb. 

c. 1540. Doctour Doubble Ale, Away 
THE MARE, ouod Walis, I set not a 
whitinge By all their writing. 

[?). MS. Corp. Christ. CoU,CaMtab,, 
168. Adew, sweteharte, Christe geve the 
care! Adew to the, dewU! Away the 
mare! 

1614. JoNSON, Bartholomew Fair^ 
i. I. Over. You will not let him go, 
brother, and lose him? Cokes. Who can 

HOLD THAT WILL AWAY? iHd.^ iL X. 

But your true trick, rascal, must be, to 
be ever busy, and mistake away the 
bottles and cans. 

d. 1631. Donne, Satires^ v. Would 
it not anger a stoic . . . to see a pursuivant 
come in, and call all his clothes, copes, 
books, primers ; and all hb plate, chalices ; 
and MISTAKE them away, and ask a few 
for coming. 

yirtuoso, iL 



1676. 
Come . . 



Shadwell, 
pull away i 



1843. Dickens, Amer. Notes. iL I 
now saw that right away and directly 
meant the same thing. 

1856. Stowb, Dred.^ i. Get the 
carriage out for me right away. 

1876. Macaulay, Li/e and Letters^ 
1. 3^5. I guess I must answer him right 

slick AWAY. 

1883. Pall Mall Gaz.y 27 Sep., 10. 
She told him to report away, that ^e 
was not afraid. 
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Awful, adj, (colloquial).— Mon- 
strous : hence a generic intensive 
= great; long; exceedingly good, 
bad, pretty, etc Thus an awful 
(=very unpleasant) TIME; AW- 
FUL ( = side-splitting) fun ; 
awfully( =uncommo5y) JOLLY, 
etc. Also penny-awful = a 
blood-curdling tale: cf, dread- 
ful SHOCKER, BLOOD-AND-GUTS 

STORY, etc. As adv, = exceeding- 
ly, extremely. 

z8z6. Lambert. Cantida and l/.S,, 
etc. [Bartlett]. The country people of 
the New England States make use of many 
quaint expressions in their conversation. 
£very thing that creates surprise is awful 
with them: *What an awful windl 
AWFUL hole 1 AWFUL hill ! AWFUL mouth ! 
AWFUL nose ! ' etc. 

z8[?]. H^idow Bedott Papers 

[Bartlbtt]. I never thought she was so 
AWFUL handsome as some folks does. 

1830. Thompson. Exer. (1843). i. 
338. He will have made an awfully oad 
choice if he comes to be sentenced to be 
hanged. 

1843. Carlton, New Purchase^ i. 
183. Pot'pie is the favorite dish, and 
woodsmen, sharp set, are awful eaters. 

1834. Lamb, Gent. Giantess [IVorbs 
(1871), 363]. She is indeed, as the Ameri- 
cans would express it, somethimg awful. 

1845. Ford, Handbook to Spain^ i. 
'38. To what an awful extent the Spanish 
peasant will consume garlic 

1859. Lang, Wand. India^ 15^. In 
the way of money-making ... he is 
AWFULLY clever. 

1865. Downing. May-day in New 
York [Bartlett]. The practice of moving 
on the first day^ of May, with one half the 
New-Yorkers, is an awful custom. 

1870. Bridgman, R. Lynne^ u. x. 
He wntes an awful scrawl. 

1870. Figaro^ 3 Tune. I like their 
face, though, to come here ; it's awfully 
good. 

1873. Broughton, Nancy ^ i. 36. 
What an awful duffer I am. 

1877. Punch's Pocket Book /or 1878, 
165. You should have come with us. 
It's too AWFULLY nice, as I told you I 
thought it would be. 



1878. Black, Green Pastures, ii. 15. 
You'll be AWFULLY glad to get rid of me. 

1878. Braddon, Cloven Foot, vii. 
'Awfully,' was Miss Clare's chief lauda- 
tory adjective \sic\ ; her superlative form 
of praise was 'quite too awfully,' and 
when enthusiasm carried her beyond her- 
self she called things 'nice.' 'Quite too 
AWFULLY nice,' was her maxunum of 
raptiire. 

[?]. PlanchA, Good Woman in 
the Wood. 'A poor widow and her 
orphan chicks Left without fixtures, in an 
AWFUL fix.' 

1883. Hawley Smart, At Faulty 
III. V. ' I'm AWFUL glad you two have 
made acquaintance.' 

1883. Brinslby Richards, Seven 
Years at Eton. The boy . . . was told 
that what he had done was an awful 
chouse. 

1889. IllustraUd Bits^ 13 July. 
' The ham of the sandwich was awfully 
tough.' 

1898. BoLDRBWooD, Robbery Under 
Arms, xxiv. He was awful ^ook on 
Madg ; but she wouldn't look at him. 

1889. Answers, 33 Feb., 305. 3. 
He's awfully bad form-— a regular cad, 
you know. 

Awkward, adv. (conventional). — 
Pregnant : LUMPY (^.v.). 

Awkward-squad, subs, phr 
(military and naval). — Recruits 
at driU. 

Awls. See Alls. 

Ax, verb» (old). — This archaic form 
of asky once and long literary, 
survives in ax my arse {su 
quot. 1785) and dialectically. 
[O.E.D, : Ax, down to nearly 
1600, was the regular literary 
form : it was supplanted in 
standard English by <isk^ origin- 
ally the northern form]. Also 
AX - MY - EYE (cheap -jacks') = a 
cute fellow, a knowing blade. 

c. 1380. Chaucer, Tale of Melibeus. 
Seint Jame eck saith : If eny fellow have 
neede of sapiens, axe it c^ God, 
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1461-73. Pmst»m LgUers, in. 46. 
To AXB in cbyrche. 

1474. CaXTON, (hMCT 0/tJU Ck€SUt 

ni. vuL He mnst nedes b^ge and axk 
his breed* 

1758. MuRPHT, UpkcUttrtTy X. An 
old cnuy fool — axing your pudoo, ma'am, 
for calling your father so. 

Z785. Grosb, Vulg, T^ngm^t ^v. 
Ask. Ax mv a— sk. A common reply to 
any qocstioo : still deemed wit at sea, and 
formerly at Comt, under the denominatioo 
of selling baigains. 

1763. FooTK, JIfMwr ff Gmrr.f u. a. 
MrsSntak. Where is the pappy ! Snemk, 
Yes, yes, she is axing for me. 

1861. KiNGSLKV. Rmotnskoe^ vi ' I 
axkd her would she like to live in the great 
house, and she said no.' 

1876. HiNDLKV, Cktti^ J*ck^ 333. 
Stow your gab and gaufiery, To every 
fiiUcement I'm a fly; I never takes no 
flufiery. For I'm a r^nilar axk-my-kvb. 

Phrases: To havb an ax 
TO GRIND = to have personal 
nterests to serve; TO put the 
ax in thb HBLVB=to solve a 
doubt, to unriddle a puzde ; 
TO send the ax after the 

HELVE (or THE HELVE AFTER 

THB hatchet) = to despair ; 
TO HANG UP one's AX=to desist 
from fruitless labour, to abandon 
a useless project ; TO open a 
door with an ax (said of barren 
or unprofitable labour). 



CZ450. LontUcky Gfttil, xxviL Zit 
oowde he not nrrrBN thk bx nc )»b 



1547. HsYwooD, Prto, mt$d E^. 
{1S67), 80. Here I sxndb tmaxk aptbr 
THB HXLQB awaie. 

1815. CMmEM,H^Jkp'liimmGrtmd- 
tt^ttts. When I see a merchant over-polite 
to his customers . . . thinks I, that man 
has AN AXB TO Gsncxx 

1865. Holland, PtmiM TrnU^ v. 188. 
Little diqnes and cabals composed ct men 
who have axbs to gkinix 

i88x. D, T€kgrm^ 8 June, 6. a. 
Thehandsthat . . .^GKiNDTUBAXB,'and 
that ' pull the string.' 

1888. Dtiroit Prt€ Prtss^ 23 Sept. 
William Black savs the only ax a novelist 
has TO GRIND is the dimaz. 

1898. Pink 'Un mnd PeUcmn^ 13. 
The anecdotes and stories have no morals 
to point, no axbs to grind. 



AxEWADDLK, vtrb, (provincial). ~ 
To wallow. Hence axewaddler 
(a term of contempt). 

Axis, subs, (venery).— The female 
fmdemdumi x«r Monosyllable. 

AYR8HIRC8, subs, pi, (Stock Ex- 
change). — Glasgow and South- 
western Railway Stock. 
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subs, (Fenian : ob- 
solete). — I. See 
quot 

<^i883. H. J. 
Byron [MS. note 
to Hotten's Slaiu;^ 
Diet. : now in K. 
Museum]. The title 

of a captain in the 'army of the Irish 

Repubhcan Brotherhood.' 

2. (Harrow).— A standard in 
Gymnasium the next below A 
{q.v.). 

3. (Felsted).— ^« A. 

Not to know B from a 
bull's foot (a battledore, a 
broomstick, or any alliterative 
jingle), phr. (old).— To be illiter- 
ate or ignorant ; to be unable to 
distinguish ' which is which *' : 
also affirmatively, see A, Battle- 
dore, Chalk, etc. 

X40X. Pol. Poemsy II. vj. I know 
not an A from the wynd^mylne, ne a B 

PROM A BOLE FOOT. 

X553-87. FoxE, Acts ofuL Monuments y 

II. 474. He KNEW NOT A B FROM A 

BATTLEDORE nor ever a letter of the book. 
1599. Nashe, Pierce Pennilesse^ 3/06. 

Now you TALKE OF A BeE. IlE TELL 

YOU A TALE OF A Battledore and write 
in prayse of vertue. Ibid, (1599), Lenten 
Siuffe (1885), V. 197. Every man can 
SAY Bee to a Battledore and write in 
prayse of Vertue. 

1609. Dbkkbr, Guls-Homebooke^ 3. 
You shall not neede to buy Ixx^es ; no, 
scome to distinguish a B from a battle* 

DORB. 



161 3. YiiHG.Ha^epennywortko/lVit. 
'Dedication.' Simple nonest dunce, as I 
arn^ that cannot say B to a battledore, 
it IS very presumptuously done of me to 
offer to hey'passe and repasse it in print so. 

1621. Montagu, i^Mc/ri;^,! 18. The 
clergy of this time were . . . not able to 

SAY BO to a battledore. 

1630. Taylor, Motto^ 'Dedication.' 
For in this age of criticks are such store. 

That OF A B WILL MAKE A BATTLEDOOR. 

Ibid. , * Dedication ' to Odcomb's Complaint. 
To the gentlemen readers that understand 

A B FROM a BATTLEDOOR. 

1663. Howell, Eng. Proverbs^ x6. 

He KNOWBTH NOT A B FROM A BATTLE- 
DOOR. 

167a. Ray, Proverb^ s.v. 

1677. MiEGB, Diet. Ft. and Eng.^ 
Z38. Battledore . . . formerly a term 
for a hornbook, and hence no doubt arose 
the phrase to know a B from a battle* 

DORE. 

1846. Brackenridge, Modem ChiV' 
^^% 43' There were members who 

SCARCELY KNEW B FROM A BULL'S*F00T. 

1877. Peacock, Manly (Line.) Glos- 
sary^ s.v. Battledore. He does not 

KNOW HIS A B C FRA a BATTLEDOOR. 

1884. Black, Judith Shakspeare^ 
xxi. Fools that scarce know a B from 
a Battledore. 

B Flat (or B), subs. phr. 
(common). — A bed bug; a Nor- 
folk Howard {q.v.)\ cf. ¥ 

SHARP. 

1853. Dickens, Houtekold Words 
XX. 336. A stout negro of the flat back 
tribe—known among comic writers as B 
flats. 

Z867. ComAill Mais'., Ap., 450. That 
little busy B which invariably iminroves 
the darkness at the expense of every 
offering traveller. 
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HuGHBS, Xttrfy Tenn,, 58. 
' like a British B 



x88x 
An insect susindoasly 

FX-AT. 

Ba, verd, (old colloquial).— To kiss : 
also as suds, : if. Buss. [O.E.D. : 
'probably a nursery or jocular 
word'; Century ^ 'perhaps the 
humorous imitation of a smack.'] 

1383. Chaucbr, Com/. TaUs^ * Wife 
of Bathes Prol.,' 431. How mekly loketh 
Wilkyn our scheep r Com ner, my spouse, 
let me ba thy cheke. 

c. 1529. Skxlton, My DarUngdere, 9. 
With BA'BA'BA, and bas, bas, bas, She 
chen^ed hym both cheke and chyn. 
IbuCj Z48. Bas me, bultyng, praty Cis. 

Baa, subs, (old).— A bleat; also 
as verb: of a sheep. Hence 
BAALING (diminutive) = a lamb- 
kin : also (nursery) BAA-LAMB ; 
baaing= noisy siUiness, and as 
adj, 

1500. Dunbar, Works [Paterson 
(z86o), 333]. Bab [stands iox the cry of 
sheep]. 

1580. SiDNBY, Arcadia (z6a2X Ixix. 
77. Still for thy Dam with bba>way- 
MBNTiNG crie. 

c. 1586. SiDNBY [Jamibson]. Like a 
Iamb, whose dam way b set, He treble 
baas for help. 

1589. Pa^e with Hatchet (1844), 37. 
They haue no propertie of sheepe but bba. 

1594. Shakspbarb, Lave*s Labour 
Lostt V. I. Moth. What is a, b, spelt 
backward, with the horn on his head? 
HoL Ba, puerita, with a horn added. 
Moth. Ba. most silly sheep with a horn. 
IbieL (1607), CoriolanuSf ii. i. X3. He's a 
Lambe indeed, that baes like a Beare. 

1600. Evergreen (1761), 11. 58. With 
mony a Bab and Bleit. 

c. 1649. Drummond (of Hawthomden), 
Poems (171 1), 4. 2. There BBA-wailing 
strays A harmless lamb. 

1765. Smart, Pfuedrus [Bohn], hi. 
xiv. ^6. You little fool, why, how you 
BAA I This goat is not your own mamma. 

1818. Kbats, Endymumj iii. 3. 
There are . . . who upon Theur baaing 
vanities to browse away The comfortable 
green and juicy hay from Human 
pastures. 



1832. Marrvat, Nemton Forster^ 
xxxL The BA-AiNG and bleating. 

1854. Thackbray, NewcomtSi a. 
Silly little knock-kneed baah-ling. 

1862. Max Mullbr \M€u:m. Meig.^ 
Nov.^ 57]. Can we admit . . . that those 
who mutate the baaing of the sheep name 
the animal ? 

1870. D, News^ II Oct. We civic 
sheep have set up so loud a ba-ba that we 
have terrified the wolves. 

1877. Edwards, Up. NiUy vi. 138. 
Our sacrifice sheep . . . comes baaing in 
the rear. 

1877. Blackie, Wise Men^ 264. 
The snow-white lamb . . . fills the solitude 
with tremulous baa. 

Bab, subs, (old). — Sec quot. : also 

BABBA. 

1598. Florio, WorUU of Wordes^ 
S.V. Pa^a . . . the first wwd children 
vse, as with vs dad or daddie ox bab. 

1863. KiNGSLEY, Waterbabies^ 48. 
Sitting down and crying f<»r his baba 
(though he never had any baba to 
cry for). 



Babbcr-lipped. 

LIPS. 



See Blabber- 



Babble, subs, (B. £. and Grose : 
now recognised). — * Confused un- 
intelligible talk such as was used 
at the building of the tower of 
Babel' (Grose). BABBLER = *a 
great talker ' (B. E.). [O.E.D. : 
Common to several languages : 
4n none can its history be 
carried far back ; as yet it is 
known as early in English as 
anywhere else. ... No direct 
connection with Babel can be 
traced; though association with 
that may have affected the 
senses.'] 

Babbler, subs, (sporting).— i. A 
hound giving too much tongue. 

1732. Berkeley, Works (X732), i. 
169. You shall often see among the Dogs 
a loud babler with a bad Nose lead the 
imskilful. 
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»735« SOMERVILLB, CkoSi [CHAL- 
MERS, xi. 167. i], IV. 66. The vain 
BABBLER sbun, Ever loquacious, ever in 
the wrong. 

1880. Encyclop. Brit., xn. 315. 
After a fox has been found, the babbler 
announces the fact for the next ten 
minutes, and repeats his refrain whenever 
the least opportunity presents itself. 

2. See Babble. 

Babe, subs, (parliamentary). — i. 
The last elected member of the 
House of Commons. Cf. father 
OF THE HOUSE = the oldest repre- 
sentative. 

2. (American). — The youngest 
member of a class at the United 
States Military College, West 
Point. 

3. (auctioneers'). — An auction 
SHARK {q.v.); a knock-out 
{q.v.) man: for a consideration 
these men agree not to oppose the 
bidding of larger dealers, who 
thus keep down the price of 
lots. 

4. (American). — A Baltimore 
rowdy: also BLOOD tub {q.v.\ 
PLUG-UGLY {q.v.). 

See Baby. 

Babe in the Wood, subs. phr. 
(old).— I. A culprit in the stocks 
or pillory (Grose). 

2. (old).— In//. = dice. 

Baboo (or Babu), stibs. (Anglo- 
Indian). — See quots. 1886 and 
1888. Hence Baboo-English 
= superfine ; grandiloquent Eng- 
lish such as is written by a Baboo ; 
also Baboodom and Babooism. 

c. 1866. Lvall, Old Pindaree. But 
I'd sooner be roSbed by a tall man who 
showed me a yard of steel, Than be fleeced 
by a sneaking Baboo with a peon and 
badge at his heeL 



c. 1879. Aberigh-Mackav, Twentv-otu 
Days in India. 49. However much we 
may desire to diffuse Babooism over the 
Empire. 

i8[?]. P<^ll MaU Gaz. (O.E.D.). 
Baboodom is making ready for its great 
protest against education or any other cess. 

1886. Yule and Burnett, Hobson- 
JobsoHt S.V. Baboo. In Bengal, and else- 
where, among Anglo-Indians, it is often 
used with a slight savour of disparagement 
as characterising a superficially cultivated, 
but too often eflfeminate Bengali ; and from 
the extensive employment of the class to 
which the term was applied as a title in 
the capacity of clerks, in English offices the 
word has come often to signify a native 
clerk who writes English. 

1886. Oliphant, New Eng.^ ii. 2ai. 
Text-books [Indian] are evident^ English 
works crammed full of hard words such as 
are found in the metaphysical treatises. 
This accounts for the wonderful Baboo's 
English that is sometimes printed for our 
amusement. 

1888. Oxford Eng. Diet., s.v. Baboo. 
Orig. A Hindoo title of respect, answering 
to our Mr. or Esquire ; hence, a native 
Hindu gentleman : also (in Anglo-Indian 
use) a native clerk or official who writes 
English. 

Baboon, subs, (common). — A term 
of abuse: su Ape. Whence 
baboonery ; baboonish ; and 

BABOONIZE = TO MONKEY \q.V.), 

1380-5. WvcLiF, Works [E. E. T. S.], 
8. [Oliphant, New Eng., i. 148. There 
b the curious babwynrie formed from 

BABOON.] 

c. 1500. Robin Hood [Ritson], xi. 238. 
He then began to storm. Cries Fool, 
fanatick, baboon 1 

1592. Nashe, Piers Pennilesse, E. j. 
b. Is it anie discredit to me, thou great 
babound . . . to be censured by thee? 

1398. Shakspeare, 2 Henry IV., ii. 
4. He a good wit? Hang him, baboon 1 
His wit's as thick as Tewkesbury mustard. 

i6i». ToNSON, Alchemist, i. i. Why 
so, my good baboons 1 Shall we go make 
A sort of sober, scurvy, precise neighbours? 

161 1. CoTGRAVE, Diet., s.v. Bobou- 
inner, to baboonize it ; to play the 
monkey; to use apish or foolish tricks, 
or knauish prankes. 
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x6a8. Wither, Brit. Rtmemb.^ i. 
077* Such Ai>es, and such baboones As 
Parasites, and impudent Buffoones. 

1678. WVCHERLEY, PUuH DtoUr^ \\. 

I. 35. No chattering, Baboons, instantly 
be gone ! 

1848. Marryat, RattHn the Reefer^ 
xix. The improvement . . . that ba- 
boonery had made toward manhood. 



Oranges 
most 



18^7. Nat. Ma^.^ 11. x68. Ora 
which he demolished m a style of the 
perfect baboonery. 

Baby (or Babe), subs, (nursery and 
colloquial). — I. A childish person : 

e.g. * a GREAT BABY ,' * a MERE 

BABY,' etc. Hence, TO smell of 
THE BABY = to be infantine or 
childish (in character or ability) : 
cf. Baby- ACT. Also as verb =io 
act (or treat) childishly; baby- 
hood (babydom or babyism) = 
childishness; baby-bunting = 
an endearment. 

1596. Shakspbare, Hamlet^ ii. 3. 
That great baby you see there b not yet 
out of his swaddling clothes. 

1603. Patient Grissil^ 17. My brisk 
spangled baby will come into a stationer's 
shc^ 

i6n. Bibie^ 'Translator's Prefece,' L 
Hee was no babe, but a great clearke. 

i6i8. Breton, Courtier and Country- 
man^ 19. There are some that in their 
childhood are so long in their home booke 
that, doe what they can, they will smell 
OF THE Baby till they can not see to read. 

1637. Fletcher, Elder Brother^ iii. 
5. Though he be grave with years, he's 
a great baby. 

i66a Milton, Free Commonwealth 
{IVorks (1851), 430]. If we were aught 
els but Sluggards or Babies. 

1667. Dryden, Martin Marr-all 
[Oliphant, New English^ ii. 113. A 
grown-up person is called a baby]. 

1743. Young, Night Thoughts^ vi. 
58Z. It babies us with endless toys. 

1837. Blackwood^ xli. 280. The 
solemn littleness of Lord John Russell, and 
' the babyisms of Lord Morpeth. 

z86o. Thompson, Audi. Alt., in. 
cxiv. 45. All the malevolence and baby- 
hood of the country rush to display them- 
selves. 



1864. D. 7V/., 14 Sept. The young 
foal or fiUy must be raced m its babydom. 

i86<. Whitney, Gavworthvs, i. 340. 
I should like to be made much of, and 
tended— yes babied. 

i868. DuFP, Pol. Survey (x868), 159. 
Too babyish even to deserve liie semblance 
of consideration. 

2. (old). — In //.= pictures in 
books. [O.E.D. : perh. orig. the 
ornamental tail-pieces and borders 
with Cupids and grotesque 6gures 
interworked.] 

1605. Sylvester, Du Bartas (z63iX 
5. We gaze but on die babies and the 
cover. The gaudy flowers and edges painted 
over. 

1618. Hales, Gold. Rem. (1673). "• 8. 
Provided that, in the Tables and Maps, 
there were no pictures and babies. 

Fuller, Hist. Comb. (1840), 
ore pleased with babies in books 



30. Mor< 

than children are. 



3. (old colloquial). — The 
minute reflection of one gazing 
into another's eye. Hence to 
LOOK babies (or A boy) in the 
EYES = to look amorously; to 
cast SHEEP'S-EYES {q.V.). 

d. 1586. Sidney, Astroph. and Stella. 
So when thou saw'st in nature's cabinet 
Stella thou straight look'st babies in hek 

EYES. 

1593. Donne, The Ecstasy. And 
PICTURES in our EYES to get Was all our 
propogation. 

I W3. Tell-trothes New Year's Gift, 
39. 'That babie which lodges in women's 

EIES. 

1594. Drayton^ Idea, 2. But O, 
see, see we need enquire no further. Upon 
your lips the scarlet drops are found. And 
IN YOUR EYE THE BOY that did the murder. . 
Ibid. See where little Cupid lies Looking 

BABIES IN THE EYES. 

[?]. [Ellis, Specimen Eng. Ro- 
mances, 7]. In each other two crystal eyes 
Smileth a naked boy ; It would you all 
in heart suffice To see that lamp of joy. 

1609. Shakspeare, Timanof Athens, 
L 3. Joy had the like conception in our 
eyes, And, at that instant, like a babe 
sprung up. 
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C.X6Z3. Fletcher, Woman's Priu^ 
V. X. No more fool To look gay babies 
IN YOUR EVES, yotuig Roland, And hang 
about 3mur pretty neck. Ibid, (x6i8), 
Loyal Subject, Look babies in your 
EYES, my pretty sweet one. 

1619. Purchas, Microcos.t 90. But 
wee caumot so passe the centre tA the Eye, 
which wee call Pupilla, quasi Puppa, the 
babie in the bye, the Sight. 

x63i. Burton, Anai. MeUuu^ III. 
II. V. 5. (1651), 576. They may kiss and 
coU, lye and look babies in one an> 
other's eyes . . . satiate themselves with 
love's pleasures. 

d, 1635. Randolph, Poems ^ 124. 
When I look babies in thine eyes, 
Here Venus, there Adonis lies. 

X636. Heywood, Love's Mistress^ 3. 
She clung about his neck, gave him ten 
kisses, Toy'd with his locks, looked 

BABIES in his EYES. 

1647-8. Herrick, HesPerides (1897), 
L X3. Vou blame me too, because I 
cann't devise Some spwt, to please those 
babies in your eyes. Ibid, [Nares], 
138. Or those babies in your byes. In 
their christall nunneries. 

1668. Lesteange, Quevedo (1778), 
57. Be sure when you come into company 
that you do not stand staring the men in 
the face as if you were making babies in 

THEIR EYES. 

1672. Marvell, Reh. Tratisp,^ i. 
66. Only to speculate his own Baby in 

THEIR EYES. 

1682. Behn, City Heiress y iii. i. 
Sigh'd, and lookt Babies in his gloat- 
ingEyes. 

1821. Shelley, Promotheus Un- 
bottfuL Think ye by gazing on each 
other's eyes To multiply your lovely 
selves. 

4. (old).— A doU ; a puppet ; 
a child's plaything : abo baby- 
clouts = a rag-doll: see Bar- 

THOLOMEW-BABY. 

XS30. Palsgrave, Lom^. Franc,^ 
196/1. Babe that children play with, 
pooppee, 

1552. Hulvet, Abecedarium, Baby 
or puppet for chyldren, Pupa. 

1563. Homilies, Idolatry^ iii. (1844), 
238. Puppets and babies for old fools in 
dotage. 



X579. . Spenser, Skep, CaL^ May, 
340. Bearing a truss of trifles, As bells, 
and BABES, and glasses in hys packe. 

X595. Shakspeare, K, John^ iii. iv. 
58. I should forget my sonne Or madly 
think a babe of dowts were he. Ibid, 
(x6o6), Macbetky iii. 4. xo6. If trembling 
I inhabit then, protest me The baby of a 
girU 

x6i X. Cotgrave, Diet, , s. v. Muguet, 
A curiously dressed babie of clowts. 

x6i3. Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Captain^ i. 3. And now you cry for't. As 
children do for babies, back agam. 

</. X631. Drayton, Poems^ 243. For 
bells and babyes, such as children small 
Are ever us'd to solace them withall. 

X63X. French Sckoole-Maister^ f. 98. 
Shall we buy a babie or two for our 
children for pastime ? 

X640. King and a Poors Northern 
Man. What gares these babies and 

BABIES all? 

1640. ^ Two Lemcashire Lovers^ X13. 
And drawing neare the bed to put her 
daughters armes, and higher part of her 
body too, within sheets, perceiving it not 
to be her daughter, but a baby-clouts 
only to delude her. 

1651. Lilly. Charles I, (1774), 219. 
Whose father sola babies and such pedlary 
ware in Cheapside. 

1 700. Congreve. Way 0/ World, v. 
5. Sne was never suffered to play with a 
male child, though but in coats. Nay, her 
very babies were of the feminine gender. 

17x2. Steele, Spectator, 500. ^. 
Little sirls tutoring their Babies. Ibid., 
478. These [boxes] are to have Folding 
Doors, which being open'd you are to be- 
hold a Baby dress'd out. 

X72X. Pope, Letter to Blount, 3 Oct. 
Sober over her Sampler, or gay over a 
jointed Baby. 

Adj, (colloquial). — Small ; 
tiny: e,g. a BABY-glass, baby- 
engine, etc. 

X859. Jephson, Brittany^ viL 88. 
Turrets beside which the leaning tower of 
Pisa is a baby. 

X864. Realm, 15 Jtme, 5. Ravines 
from which Jumnus, Indus, and Ganges, 
yet BASY-streams, gv^ 
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To KISS THB BABY, verb, fhr. 
(American). — To take a drink ; 
TO SMILE {q,V,), 

Baby Act, subs.phr, (colloquial).— 
The legal defence of * infancy * ; 
hence to plead the baby act= 
(i) to plead minority as voiding a 
contract ; and (2) to excuse one- 
self on the ground of inexperience. 

Baby-farmer, subs, phr. (com- 
mon). — A professional adopter of 
infants; a minder {q*v.)i spec, 
in an evil sense : frequently, once 
the money is paid, the children 
are gradually done to death. 
Whence baby-farming. 

1884. Chrutian World^ xo JulVt 513* 
3. Baby-farming was vigoroosfy de- 
nounced. 

Baby-hkrder, subs, phr. (Ameri- 
can). — A nurse. 

Babylon, subs, (colloquial). ~ 
Generic for luxury and magnifi- 
cence Hence (i) the papal 
power (formerly identified with 
the mystical Babylon of the 
Apocalypse) ; (2) any large city : 
spec. London (also Modern 
Babylon). Babylonian = ( i ) a 
pist ; and (2) an astrologer 
aldea was the ancient seat of 
the craft) ; BABYLONISH = popish. 

1564. Brief Exam.^ iij. We dwell 
not among the Babilonians and Chaldies. 

1^90. Barron [Con/er.y L zo]. The 
Antidbristian yoke of Uieb Babilonish 
Bishopps. 

1634. Rainbow, Labour (1635), 41. 
Thy great Babilons which thou hast 

c. 1650. Brathwavte, Bamabysjour, 
". 6i. Whores ^ of Babylon me 
led, And me their Adonis called. 

1654. Gage [Title]. A ciear Vindi- 
cation of the . . . Parochial Ministers of 
England, from the . . . injurious nick- 
name ^Babylonish. 



to mighty Babylon 



1663. Butler, Hud.,!, L 93. A 
Babylonish Dialect, which learned 
Pedents much affect. 

1677. GivpWtDitmonol (1867), 193. 
For from good bishops . . . they are 
become incurable Babylonians. 

1795. SouTHEY, Letters from Spain 
(«799)» 76* Here the Babylonian 
[ = Romish Church] walks the street in fiill 
dress scarlet. 

1816. Gilchrist, /*AiZw. Efym.^ 128. 
Thb is the kind of Babylonish lexico- 
graphy o€ Johnson's Dictionary, which 
gives twenfy-/our meanings^ or shadows 
of meaning to the word from. 

i8ai. Byron, /imm, xi. xxuL The 
approach , ' ' '^ 

[London]. 

BABYL0NITI8H, subs, (Wmchester 
Cx>llege). — A dressing gown. 
[That is Babylonitish garment] 

Baby- MAKER, subs, phr, (venery). 
—The^^iMj: j^ Prick. 

Baby's- PAP, subs, phr, (rhyming). 
—A cap. 

Baby Wek-weks, subs, phr, 
(Stock Exchange). — Buenos Ayres 
Water Works wares. 

i8^i. Atkins, House Scraps. Oh 1 
supposing o»ir Cream-jugs were broken, 
Or Beetles were souring the Babies. 

Bacca, subs, (colloquial). — To- 
bacco. Fr. perht (from perle). 
Also Bacco, Baccy, Backer, 
and Backey. 

1833. Marryat, Peter Simple ^ iL 
You must lam to chaw baccy. 

x86o. All Year Rounds s-j.iSx, His 
wife has found his BACCO>box. 

1861. Conway, Forays^ 228. I lay 
on an Affghan goat-ru^ . . . with a pipe 
filled with good baccy m my mouth. 

1863. H. KiNGSLBY, Austin Elliott 
xxi. Bits of BACKER pipe. 

BkCCk'PiP^St subs. phr, (common). 
—Whiskers curled in ringlete: 
obsolete. See Mutton-chops. 
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BACCARE(or Bakkare), tfUj, (Old 
Cant).— Go back ! give place ! 
Away ! 

[1473. Markworth, Chronicle^ 1461- 
74 (Camden), 22. And aflyre ... it 
aroose north-est, and so bakkbre and 

BAKKBRE.] 

»553» Udal, RoisUr Doister 
[DoDSLEY, Old Plays (Hazlitt), iii. 6§. 
Ah, sir ! Backarb, quod Mortimer to his 
sow. 

d. 1565. Heywood, Epigrams. Shall 
I consume myself, to restore him now; 
Nay Backare, quoth Mortimer to his 
sow. Ibid.^ Epigrams. Backare, quoth 
Mortimer to his sow, see Mortimer's sow 
speaketh as good I^t^ as hee. [bid, 
Backare, quoth Mortimer to his sow: 
Went that sow backe at that bidding, trow 
you? 

1577. Golden Aphroditus [Halli- 
well]. Both trumpe and drumme sounded 
nothing for their lanim but Baccare, 
Baccare. 

1502. Lyly^ Midast v. 2. The 
mascuUne gender is more worthy than the 
feminine. Therefore, Licio, backare. 

1593. Shakspeare, Taming of the 
Shrew i li. i. Saving your tale, Petruchio, 
I pray Let us, that are poor petitioners, 
speak too ; Baccare I you are marvellous 
forward. 

1660. Howell, Eng, Proverbs^ s.v. 

1822. Nares, Glossary i s,v. 
Baccare . . . Used in allusion to a 
proverbial saving, * Backare, quoth 
Mortimer to his sow ' ; probably made in 
ridicule of some man who affected a know- 
ledge of Latin widiout having it, and who 
produced his Latinized English words on 
the most trivial occasions. 

Bacchus, jn^j. (old).— i. Wine; 
intoxicating liquor. Whence 
SON OF Bacchus = a tippler : see 
LusHiNGTON ; and Bacchiplmus 
= drunk: see Screwed. [In- 
numerable derivatives and com- 
binations have been and are still 
in more or less r^;ular and 
literary use.] 

c, 1496. Dunbar, Gold, Terge^ 124. 
Bacus, the gladder of the table. 

C.X640. Waller, Batt. Summer 
Isl,^ 17. The sweet palmettoes a new 
Bacchus yield. 



1747. Scheme Equip, Men of War^ 
36. The more corpulent Sons of Bacchus 
. . . might have Easy^Chairs. 

1823. Byron, Island, ii. xi.^ The 
palm . . . Within whose bosom infant 
Bacchus broods. 

2. (Eton College). — See quot. 

1865. Etoniana, 27. On Shrove 
Tuesday verses were written (c. 1561) in 
honour or dispraise of Bacchus — \ because 
poets were considered the clients of 
Bacchus.' . . . This custom was continued 
almost into modern days, and though the 
subject was changed, the copy of verses 
was still called a Bacchus. 

Bach (or Batch), verb, (Ameri- 
can). — To live as a bachelor. 



Bachelor. Then the town 

BULL IS A BACHELOR, phr, (old). 

— The retort incredulous on a 
woman's chastity (Ray). 

Bachelor's Baby, subs, pkr, 
(old).— A bastard : see Bye-blow 
and Bachelor's- WIFE. 

1672. Ray, Proverbs^ *Joculatory 
Proverbs.' The son of a bachelor ; i,e, 
a bastard. 

1899. -Whiteing, John St.^ x. 
Never 'ad no father to speak of. Kind o' 
bachelor's biby, you know. 

Bachelor's Buttons. To 

WEAR bachelor's BUTTONS, 

verb, phr, (old). — To be a 
bachelor. [Grey, Notes on 
Shakspeare^ i. 107 : 'Country 
fellows carried die flowers of this 
plant in their pockets, to know 
whether they should succeed with 
their sweethearts, and they 
judged of their good or bad 
success by their growing or not 
growing there. ' 

Bachelor's-FARE, subs, phr, 
(common). Su quot. 
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17^8. Swift, /ViSfte ComotruUiom, L 
Some ladies of your acquaintance have 
ivomised to brealdEast with jrou . . . what 
will you give us? CoL Why, fiuth. 
madam, bachblor's-fars, bread and 
dieese and kisses. 

BACHELOR'8-WIFE, subs, phr, 
(common).— I. An ideal wife; 
and 2. (vencry)= a harlot : whence 
BACHELOR's-BABY=a bastard. 

1562. Heywood, Prcv. and Epi- 
grams (1867), 61. 7. Bachblbrs wiubs, 
and maides children be well tought. 

1726. Vanbrugh, Provoked Hus- 
iand, i. z. Ay 1 ay ! bachelors' wives, 
indecMl, are findy governed. 

1854. Miller, Schools amd School- 
masters^ 503. The 'bachelor's wipe* 
. . . occupies a large place in our litera- 
ture, as the mistress of all the poets who 
ever wrote on love without actually 
experiencing it. 

Back, verb, (colloquial). — i. To 
espouse, advocate, or support a 
matter, by money, influence, 
authority, etc : usually TO back 
UP. Hence (2), in racing = to 
wajger, or bet in support of one's 
opinion, judgment, or fancy ; to 
BACK the field = to bet against 
all horses save one, usually * the 
favourite * ; backed = betted on ; 
BACKER =( I) a supporter, a 
BACK-FRIEND {q,v,\ and (2) a 
layer of odds : cf, bookie ; back- 
ing = support. 

1548. Patten, Exp, to Scotland 
[Arber, Garner^ iii. 98]. A troup of 
Demi-kuices to back them. 

X583. Barrington, Commandm.t 
380. A BACKER to beare out my foule 
expressions. 

1589. Pappe with Hatchet (x8^), 15. 
Art thou so BACKT that none dare blade it 
with thee. 

d, 159a. Greene, OrL Fur, (1599), 30. 
He BACKT the Prince of Cuba for my 
foe. 

1590. Nashe, Lenten Siuffe (1S77X 
77. Faithful confederates and back- 
friends. 



c 1605. Rowley [?], Birth MerHn. iv. 
3. 340. The Saxons which thou farooght'st 
To BACK thy usurpations. 

x6x3. Tavlor, Comm,, Titus, t. 9. 
Which godly coarse Augustine backbth. 

X684. BuNTAN, Piigr.i ii* 70* One, 
that . . . had taken upon him to back 
the Lions. 

x69a. Ray, DissoL Worlds Pref. 
Well-BACKBO by Divine Authority. 

X697. Dryden, VirviCs Eclogues^ 
iiL 4^ Now BACK your Singing wiu an 
equal Stake. 

X699. LuTTRSLL, Brief ReL State 
Affairs^ nr. 503. The lord Wharton's 
horse Careless has beaten another backt 
by the duke of Devon, etc, for ;^x9oo. 

1722. De Foe, MoU Flanders (1840), 
3x3. He BACKED hb discourses wiUi 
proper quotations of scripture. 

1774. Bridges, Burlesque Homer, 

I. 'A]^;ument.' Apollo . . . did not fail 
To BACK his parson tooth and naiL 

x8x7. Byron, Beppo^ xxviL Most 
men (till by losing render'd sager) Will 
BACK their own opmions with a wager. 

x8i8. ScoTT, Rob Roy^ viiL A 
quarter whence assuredly he expected no 
BACKING. Ibid, j(x833), Quentin Dur- 
wardf vi. I had in case m the worst a 
stout back-friend in this unde of mine. 

X83S. Marryat, Jacob Faithful^ 
xxiii. 80. Some one backed me against 
another man in the ring for fifty pounds 
a-side. 

1838. Dickens, J^Tich, Nichleby^ L i. 
LikenM to two principals in a sparring 
match who when fcHtune is low and 
BACKERS scarce. 

1850. Lytton, My Novely ix. ix. 
*Take any odds against him that his 
BACKERS may give,' said L'Estrange. 

1853. Rogers, Eel, Faith^ 76. 
Authoritative teaching . . . backed by 
the performance of miiacles ? 

X865. Arnold, Ess, Crit.^ i. 33. Let 
us all stick to each other and back each 
other up. 

x868. Freeman, Norm. Conq. (1876), 

II. X. Demands which had been backed 
by an armed f<»rce. 

1879. Froudb, Ceesar^ xxL He pro- 
longed Caesar's command, and backed 
him UP in everything. 
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x88o. Jbpfribs. Hodge y i. 79. The 
old uncle who had '^backed' him at the 



z88o. Timesy 11 Dec., 9. It is pro- 
moted by what appears to be a solid back- 
ING of Isuidowners. 

1883. Brnson [Standard^ 28 June. 
3. 3. Varied appeals to strengthen ana 
' BACK UP ' their own long-continued efforts. 

3. (vcnery). — To copulate : 
properly of animals. Also TO 

LIB ON one's back, TO MAKE 
THE BEAST WITH TWO BACKS 

{see Beast), to have (or do) a 
back-fall (or back-scuttle), 
TO GO star-gazing (or studying 
astronomy) on one's back, etc. 

Also TO EARN money ON ONE*S 

back = to play the whore. See 
Backward. 

161 1. Chapman, May-Day, iii. ^. 
Now hath my soul a thousand fancies m 
an instant, as what wench dreams not on 
when she lies on her back. 

1658. Rowland, Mouffefs Theat. 
' Ins.. 027. When as the female or she Asse 

would be BACKT. 

X705-7. Ward, Hudtb, Rediv.y 11. 
iiu 6. 

4. (colloquial). — To endorse ; 
to countersign : e,g, to back a 
cheque ; also to back a bill= 
to become responsible for pay- 
ment: cf. *to foot' an account. 
Backed = endorsed, * accepted. ' 
Formerly to * direct ' or address a 
letter : prior to the general use 
of envelopes, the address was 
written on the back of the folded 
sheet. 

X768. Blackstonb, Comnt.y iv. 238. 
The warrant of a justice of the peace in 
one county . . . must be backed, that is, 
signed by a justice of the peace in another 
. . . before it can be executed there. 

1874. SiUadj 156. And brought the 
prestige <A a lordly name To back a bill. 

To BE backed, verb, phr, 
(old). — ^To be dead : see quot 



c. 1696. B.E., DicU Cant. Crew, s.v. 
Backt . . . ' he longs to have his Father 
upon six Mens shoulders' [Grose (1785), 
Ibid. ; ' that is carrying to his grave ]. 

Phrases and Colloquial- 
isms : To GIVE ONE THE BACK = 
to ignore ; behind one's back 
=out of sight, hearing, or know- 
ledge ; TO GIVE BACK = to turn 
tail ; TO turn one's (or the) 

BACK ON = (l) to go, (2) to 

abandon, and (3) to snub ; back 

AND side (back AND BELLY, or 
BACK AND EDGE) = all OVer, 

completely, through thick and 
thin : to take the back on 
ONESELF = to run away ; with 

BACK TO THE WALL = hard- 

pressed, struggling against odds ; 

TO HAVE BY THE BACK = tO Seize, 

to lay hold of; to break the 
BACK = (I) to overburden, (2) to 
all but finish (a task), and (3) to 
exhaust one's partner in the act 
of kind ; TO RIDE on one's 
BACK = to deceive; TO get the 
BACK OF=(i) to take in the rear, 
and (2) to have at an advantage ; 
ON one's back=(i) floored 
{g.v.\ (2) at the end of one's 
resources, (3) sick or indisposed, 
and (4) spread (^.v.) ; TO have 

(put, get, or SET) one's BACK 

UP=(i) to resist, to rouse, and (2) 
to get (or be) angry (B. E. and 
Grose): whence, * don't get 
YOUR BACK UP!=*Keep calm V 
or *YouR back's up=a jeer at 
an angry hunchbacked man ' ; to 
BACK out = to retire cautiously, 
to escape from a dilemma; to 
give (or make) A back=(i) to 
lend a hand, and (2) to bend the 
body, as at leap-frog; TO back 
DOWN = (i) to yield or retire from 
a matter, and (2) to eat one's 
words : hence a back-down 

(or SQUARE BACK-DOWN) = (l) 

utter collapse, and (2) a severe 
rebuff ; TO BE ON A man's BACK 
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=to chide, to be severe upon; 

TO SBB THB BACK OF = tO gCt rid 

ol Also ' His BACK is broad 
enough to bear jests' (Ray); 
'What is got over the devil's 
BACK is spent under his belly (see 
quot 1694). 



Mundit 34M. )>e 



c. 1300. Cursor 
fiue GAUS BAK to Wine away. 
He drou, sco held, )>e taissd Inak, ^ 
mantel left, he gafb )>b bak. 

C.Z380. Wyclip, Works (1880X aSi. 
]>ou puttest )»i self bbhindb )»i bakb. 

ci^oo. Dest. Troy^ xxiii, 9474. )^ 
were boon to gyffb bakb, & the bent 
leue. Ibid.^ iv. 1348. The Troiens . . . 
TURNVT )>B BAKB, ffleddon in fere. 

c. X400. Rom. Ross^ 73x8. Til he be 
slayne, back and sidb. 



c. 148^. Digiy MS, (1883), 
* * bete you bak and sidb. 



». 340. 



Ishuld 

c.isoa lAuutlot^ 1488. It haith gart 
o thousand tak At onys aponb thbm- 

SBLP THB BAK. 

1533. Bellendene, Z-my, L fp, 
Dredand ... to be inclusit on every side 

. . . they GAIP BAKKIS. 

I5J5. Stewart, Chron, Scot.^ 11. 
73. That we may half thair bakis at 
THE WALL, Without defend that ar oure 
commoun fa. 

<:. 1555. Ridley, Worksy 67. Else 
thou must be had by the back. 

1591. Shakspearb, Tivo Gent.t v. 
4. 126. Thurio giub backe, or else 
embrace thy death. Ibid, (X592), Romeo 
and JuLy iv. i. 28. It will be of more 
price. Being spoke behind your backe, 
then to your face. Ibid. (iS97)» 2 Hen. 
IV.y i. X. 130. The shame Of those that 
turn'd their backs. Ibid. (1605), 
LeoTy \, I. X78. To TURNS thy hated 
BACKE Upon our kingdome. Ibid. (1613), 
Hen. VIII. y L x. 8^. Many Haue broke 
their backbs with laying Mannors on 
'em For this great Journey. 

1597. MoRLBY, Introd. Mus.y 146. 
The brother I haue you by the backb. 

x6xo. Wizard [Narbs]. Thy father 
made an asse off, wilt thou goe? And I in 
triumph riding on his back. 

161 X. Bible y I Sam. x. 9. When he 
bad turned his backb to go from Samuel. 



f. 1634. Smyth, Serm. (1632), 34. 
They gaub him thb back, and became 
apostates. 

1641. HoTHAM in Long Pari. 
[SooTHEY, Com$Honplace Booky 11. (1849), 
T47]. Mr Speaker ; pall back, pall 
EDGE I will go down and perform your 
commands. 

1653. HoLCROPT, Procopius, John 
. . . comrassed the Trachea, so thai he 
GOT THE Backbs of the Enemy. 

c. 1655. GuRNALL, Christian in Cott^L 
Arm.y V. ^3. X. They never look up to 
heaven, till God lays them on thbir 
back. 

1650. Lady Alimony yvL They have 
engaged themselves ours, back and bdgb. 

x66i. Davenport, City Night-ca^y 
V. Catch'd at thy word, thou giv'st 
back. 

c. x68o. Bbvbridgb, Serm, (1739), i. 
99. If3rouTURN YOUR BACKS and refuse 
to . . . hearken. 

X682. BuNYAN, Holy Wary 336. 
Emmanuel, their Prince, has given them 

THE BACK. 

X694. MoTTEUX, Rahelaisy v. xi. 
What is got over the devil's back is 
spent under his BELLY ; Or the goods 
which they unjustly get, perish with their 
prodigal heirs. 

c. X709. Ward, TerreefiHus. i. 3x. 
She never gets a man upon the Hug, but 
she always breaks his Back before she 
has done with him. 

X7X0. Dame Huddle's Letter. That 

word SET MY BACK UP. 

X7XX. Addison, Spectatory X2. 3. 
The Mistress . . . scolds at the Servants 
as heartily before my Face as behind my 
Back. Ibid.y xo8. 4. Sir Roger's back 
was no sooner turned but honest Will 



1 716. Behn, Dutch Lover y ii. 3. 
I'll have no more to do with you back nor 

EDGE. 

X730. Vanbrugh and Gibber, 
Provoked Husbandy v. i. O Lud 1 how 
HER BACK WILL BE UP then wheu she 
meets me. 

1 77 1. Smollett, Humphry C linker y 
66. My uncle's back was up in a 
moment ; and he desired him to explain 
his pretensions. 
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X774. Bridges, Homer Burlesque^ 
45. And when you've fairly got his back 
UP, You're alwajrs forc'd your deeds to 
pack up. 

X777. Sheridan, School/or Scandal^ 
i. X. I cannot bear to hear people 
attacked behind their backs. 

X783. Ainsworth, Lat. Dict,^ s.v. 
Back. To give back, PetUm referre, 

18x7. Scott, Rob Roy^ viii. Jobson 
was determined that Morris should not 
BACK OUT ... so easily. 

1830. Marryat, King's Own^ xxi. 
* Sure your honoiir's in luck ' . . . replied 
Barney, grinning, and backing out of the 
room. 

1836. Dickens, Pickvncky viL 57. 
Stooping ... as if he were ' making a 
BACK ' for some beginner at leap-frog. 

X841. ^ Catlin, N, Anter. Indians^ 
II. xlv. Sick and very feeble, having been 
for several weeks upon my back. 

1845. Disraeli, Sybil (1863), i4* 
But the other great Whig families . . . 
SET UP their backs against thb claim of 
the Egremonts. 

X848. Thackeray, Vanity Fair^ iii. 
The Major was giving a back to Georgy. 

1848. Lowell, Biglow Papers^ X34. 
'T would save some whole cart-loads of 
fuss, an' three or four months o' jaw, If 
some illustrious patriot should back out 
and withdraw. 

1848. Bedingbr, Speech in H, of 
Rep,^ 25 Jan. Would gentlemen be willing 
to back out, and forsake our rights ? No, 
no. No turning back. This great country 
must go ahead. 

1854. Miller, Schools and School- 
masters^ 536. I ill liked to see him with 

his BACK TO the WALL. 

1855. Troi.lope, Warden^ xii. How 
was he to back out [when] his name was 
already so publicly concerned. 

1855. Thackeray, Newcomes^ xvi. 
' I know she is flighty, and that ; and 
Brian's back is up a little.' 

X863. Clarke, Shakspear. Char.y ix. 
aa6. Octavius backs out; his caution 
and reserve come to his rescue. 

1864. Sunday^ Mag.^ i. 79. He goes 
his own way . . . if you put his back up. 

x866. Macdonald, Annals Quiet 
Neigh.y XXX. I never turned my back 
on my leader yet. 



c. 1870. Spofford {Casquet Lit. (1877), 
IV. 9. i]. The cat used to put up her 
back at the three. 

1870. Oliphant, Piccadilly, iv. 152. 
He had done his best to spread the report 
of my marriage with his sister for fear of 
my backing out. 

X874. Mahaffy, Greece, iiL They 
will censure her behind backs. 

1880. St James's Gaz.y II Oct. Un- 
less_ the Government back down from 
their preparations at this point. 

1883. Statist, 21 July. While they 
were maturing theu: scheme, the Govern- 
ment went behind their backs and con- 
cluded an agreement. 

1883. Greenwood, Odd People, 2. 
* Don't say it to me. It sets my back up, 
and when my back's set up I'm sometimes 
orkard.' 

1884. Harper's Mag., June, 66. 2. 
Be firm, don't back down. 

To BACK UP, verb, phr. 
(Winchester).— To call out : e,g. 
'Why didn't you back up? I 
would have come and helped you.' 
In College, times are backed up 
by Junior in Chambers : such as 
* Three quarters,' 'Hour,' * Bells 
go single,' ' Bells down.' 

See Beyond. 

Back-ano- BELLY, odv. phr, (old). 
— All over; completely: also 

BACK-AND-BED and cf. BACK- 

AND-EDGE {supra^ S.V. Back, 
phrases). Hence to keep one 
back and belly = to provide 
everything, to feed and clothe; 

TO BEAT ONE BACK-AND-BELLY 
= to thrash thoroughly ; TO give 
BACK-AND-BELLY (venery) = to 
work both ends : said of a double- 
barrelled {jq.v.) harlot. 

\c. 1300. Cursor Mundi, 5130. Clathing 
bath for bac and bedd.] 

\c. 1375. WiCLiF, Serm. {Works (1869), 
I. 298. doping bo)> for her bedde and 
bak.] 
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1549. Latimbr, Strmons before Ed, 
VI. [Arbbr], 51. Borrow of thy two next 
neighbours, that is to say, of toy backs 

AND THI BBLLY. 

1603. Shkksvkakb,^ Meas,/or Meas,t 
iiL 3. 33. What 'tis to cram a maw, or 
cloath a backs. 

1 86a. Trollops, Oriey Farm^ i. 83 
(Hopps). It is from the backs and 
BELLIES of other people that savings are 
made with the greatest constancy. 

Backark. See Baccarb. 

Backbiter, subs, (Grose). — i. 
* One who slanders another be- 
hind bis BACK, ue, in his absence.' 
Also (2) * His bosom friends are 
become his back-biters, said of 
a loasy man.* 

Back- BREAKER, subs, phr, (collo- 
quial). — I. A hard taskmaster: 
in quot. =the foreman of a gang 
of farm labourers; and (2) any 
task that requires excessive exer- 
tion. Hence back-breaking 
(adj. ) = arduous : also see 
Phrases, s.v. Back. 

1867. People's Mag.^ May, 314. 2. 
He selects one of hb gang as back- 

BRBAKBR. 

Back-cap, verb, phr, (American). 
— ^To depreciate ; to disparage : 
also TO give a back-cap. 

1883. Clemens, Life on the Missis- 
sippi^ ^(yi. I didn't fear no one giving 
ME A BACK-CAP and running me off the 
job. 

Back-cheat, subs, phr. (Old 
Cant).— A cloak ; a wrap- rascal 
(q.v.). 

Backdoor, subs, (venery). — The 
fundament. Hence backix)OR- 

TRUMMiT = ARS MUSICA {su 

Arse) ; backdoor - trot = 
diarrhoea; backdoor-work (or 
backgammon) = sodomy J back- 



door's - MAN (backgammon 
PLAYER, BACKGAMMONER 

[Bee], or gentleman of the 
backdoor) =a sodomist. 

1694. MoTTBUX, Rabelais^ iv. xliv. 
Joan's BACK-DOOR was filthily puffing and 
roaring : So, for spite he bepiss d her. 

1774. Bridges, Burlesque Horner^ 
50. And Jove, for fear they should not 
all attend . . . Bid Fame . . . sound 
both her fore and back-door trumpet. 

Adj, (old colloquial). — Clan- 
destine ; speciously secret ; also 
BACKSTAIRS : e,g, BACKDOOR 
COUNSELLOR, BACKSTAIRS IN- 
FLUENCE (or WORK), etc. ; orig. 
and spec, of underhand intrigue at 
Court, i,e. when the Sovereign is 
approached secretly by the pri- 
vate stairs of a palace instead of 
by the State entrance. 

[z6zi. Shak-spearb, Cymbeline^ v. 3. 
15. Hauing found the backs doorb open 
the vnguarded hearts.] 

1618-2X. HoRB, Hist, Newmarkety 
i. 303. [A courtier] plies the backb- 

STAIRBS. 

1641. Dbring, Sp. on Relig.t xi. 40. 
I hope we are not going up the back- 
stairs to Socinianisme. 

1697. Vanbrugh, Relapse y 11. \. 
Like a backstair minister at Court, who, 
while favourites are sauntering in the bed- 
chamber, is ruling in the closet. 

1700. Law, Prop.for Counc. Trade 
in Scotl. (1751), 276. Their back door to 
let in mischief. 

1768. Goldsmith, Goodnatured 
Many ii. Is he not a backstairs favour- 
ite — one that can do what he pleases with 
those that do what they please. 



^ 



1770. UURKB, ^res. JJisc. itvor/ks 
(1842^ I. 131]. A backstairs inplubncb 
and clandestine government. 

1805. Jefferson, JVril. (1830), iv. 
46. Our back-door counsellors. 

1809. Malkin, Gil ^las [Rout- 
ledge], 391. You are no novice in back- 
stairs influence. 
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1877. Grenville Murray, Round 
mbout France^ 77. These men are the 
mo^ indefatigable retailers of backstairs 
small talk. 

1889. Stephen, Swi/i, no. The 
BACK-STAIRS PLOTS by which the adminis- 
tration oi his friends was hampered. 

1888. Truth, 26 Ap. There is no 
rule of the service so strict that it will not 
yield to backstairs, or other inplubncb. 

190X. Referee, 7 Ap., i. i. The Paul 
Prys of the Press — who used to be in the 
BACK'STAiRS LINE, . . . now are generally 
recruited from the carriage company. 

Back- EN Op subs. phr. (racing).— 
The last two months of the 
racing season, commencing with 
October : also as adj, [Properly 
(Scots) = the latter part of 
autumn. ] Hence back-ender = 
a horse entered for a race late in 
the season. 

1820. Blackw. Mag., Oct., 3. 
When you did me the honour to stop a 
day or two at last back-end. 

1883. Hawley Smart, Hard Lines, 
xxix. 'Most of what I got over that 
steeplechase I dropped at the back-end 
over the October handicaps.' 

188^. D. Telegraph. 30 April, 3. 6. 
And neither [h(»-se] could tx^t Palermo on 
back-end form. 

c. 1889. Sporting Times [S. J. & C.]. 
Lord Bradford's horse evidently likes the 
Doncaster course, and he is undoubtedly a 
back-ender. 



Backfall, subs. phr. (wrestlers'). 
— I. A trip or fall on the back, 
as also BACKHEEL and back- 
lock. Also as verb. 

1713. Parkvns, Inn-Play (1727), 53. 
Stand with that Toe out and Lee bent, 
over which he intends to take the Buttock 
or Back-lock. 

1838-9. Hoods Own, 3. No wrestler 
. . . ever received half so many back- 
palls as I. 

x8^s. Dickens, BleaJi House, xxv. 
He will throw him an argumentative 
back-fall presently. 



1 881. Sportsman's Year Book, 314. 
Cowan scored with a very neat back- 
heel. 

Z883. Standard, 24 Mar., 3. 7. 
J. Hodgson BACK-HEELED J. Wilson. 

2. ( venery ). — The act of kind : 
of women only : see Greens and 
Ride. 

Back- fri en o, subs, phr, (common). 
— I. A secret-enemy ; one who 
holds back in time of need. Also 
(2)= an ally {see Back, verb, 2), 

1472. Paston, Letters, iii. 40. I 
harde somewhat by hym off a bakkb 
pfrende of yowr. 

1574. Newton, Health Mag., 75. 
Q>rrupte and unpure Ayre is unto all a^e 
a greate backepribnde and enimie. 

1598. Florio, WorldeofWordes,s.y. 
Inintico and Nemico. 

1593. Shakspbare. Comedy of 
Errors, iv. 2. 36. A wolf, nay, worse, a 
fellow all in buff; A back-friend, a 
shoulder-clapper. 

1606. Sir G. Goosecap [Old Plays 
(1884), iii. 25]. I will preferre thee back- 
wards (as many friends do) and leave 
their friends worse than they found them. 

161 1. Speeds, Hist. Gt. Britain, 
IX. XV. 772. Westmorland thought it 
safest to checke the Scots as the nearer 
and continuall backfriends. 

1622. Massinger, Virgin Martyr, 
iL z. Let him take heed I prove not his 

BACK-PRIBND. 

1684. Burnet, Th. Earth, 11. i8a 
As S. Jerome was an open enemy to this 
doctrine, so Eusebius was a back friend 
to it. 

1725. WoDROW, Corr. (1843), ill. 
X08. My back FRIEND, Mr. Bruce, has 
now another and heavier author to deal 
with than I, Bishop Burnet. 

1827. SouTHEV, Li/e (1850), V. 321. 
But I have had back-friends ... as 
well as enemies. 

3. (common). — See quot. 

1864. Notes and Queries, 3 S. v. 2^s« 
I. ^ The troublesome splinters of skin 
which are often formed near the roots of 
the nails are called stepmother's blessings 
, . . back-fribnds. 
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Back-qammon. See Backdoor. 

Back-handed Turn (Stock Ex- 
change). — ^An unprofitable bar- 
gain. 

Back-hander, subs, phr, (com- 
mon). — I. A glass of wine out 
of turn, the bottle being passed 
back or retained for a second 
glass instead of ' following the sun ' 
round the table. Hence back- 
hand (z^^^.) and BACKHANDING 
{subs.\ 

1855. Thackeray, Newcomes^ xliii. 
Thank you, Mr. Binnie, I will take a 
BACKHANDER, as CHve don't seem to 
drink. 

^^^ X857. .Lawrence, Guy Livingstontt 
viii. Livingstone, if vou b^n back- 
handing already, you'll never be able to 
hold that great lakuig chestnut. 

1873. Sat, Rev,t 798. A kindly host 
affects not to notice a valued guest, who 
. . . helps himself to an innocent back- 
hander. 

2. (common). — A blow on 
the face delivered with the back 
of the hand; hence an unexp>ected 
rebuff, a set-down {q.v,). 

Z836. Marrvat, Midsk^man Easy^ 
XX. ' Go away, Sarah,' said Johnny, with 
a backhander. 

c. 1840. Mansfield, School-Life 
(1870). The doctor . . . finds Tibbs 
mopping the rosy . . . with a rueful 
countenance, having just received a sharp 
backhander. 

1856. Wh. Melville, Kate Coventry ^ 
i. This was ... a back hander at me, 
but I . . . only said . . . Ibid. (1862), 
Inside Bar^ x. Thb — was obviously a 
back-hander at James. 

1862. Farrar, St, Winifreds^ 
xxxiii. He administered a backhander 
to Elgood. . . . and the next minute Charlie 
. . . bad knocked him down. 

1880. Worlds 21 Aug., 7. The 
Lieutenant-GeneraJ got a prompt back- 
hander when he asked for a return of 
the contributions. 

1881. Worboise, Sissie^ xxiL A 
heavy backhander by way of punish- 
ment. 



Backing and Fillinq, adj, phr. 
(colloquial). — Shifty; irresolute; 
shilly-shally : orig. nautical 

X854. N, Y. Herald^ 15 June. There 
has been so mndi backing and pilling, 
that no confideooe can be placed in the 
declaration ti^iich either General Pierce 
or his cabinet may make. 

X865. Me^or Downing [Bartlbtt]. 
A backin' and pillin' and wrigglin' 
policy will never fetch any thing about. 

BACK! NO On. See Turning-on. 

Backings up, subs, (Winchester 
G>llege). — The unconsumed 
ends of half-burned 
obsolete. 



Back Jump, subs, 
back window : 
(Grose). 



(thieves').— A 
see Jump 



Backmarkeo. To be back- 
marked, verb, (pedestrian). In 
handicapping to receive less start 
from 'scratch' than previously 
given. 



Back- patirnooter. 

WARDS. 



See Back- 



back-scratcher, subs, phr,^\. 
A woodai toy on the principle 
of a watchman's rattle, which, 
drawn down the back, sounds like 
the ripping up of cloth : much in 
fjEivour at &rs and in crowds ; its 
use (in London) is now (1903) 
prohibited by poUce order. 

2. (colloquial).— A flatterer: 
hence back - scratching = 
flattery : cf, Ka me, Ka thee. 

Back-scuttle. To have (or do) 
a back-scuttle, verb, phr, 
(venery). — To possess a woman 
dog-fashion (q,v,). 

See Back-slang. 
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Back-seam. To be down on 
one's back-seam, verb, phr, 
(tailors'). — To be down on one's 
luck. 

1899. Whitbing, John St,, ix. I 
. . . lost a shillin' . . . and couldn't go to 
market for the stock. I tell yer I was 

DOWN ON MY BACK SEAM then. 

Back Seat. To take a back 
SEAT, pAr, (American). — To 
retire into obscurity ; to confess 
failure ; to be left behind. [The 
colloquialism received an immense 
'send off' by Andrew Johnson 
in 1868 : * in the works ot Recon- 
struction traitors should take 

back SEATS.'] 

1885. Society, 7 Feb., 9. This great 
batting achievement must, however, takb 
A BACK SEAT when compared with the 
enormous total recently scored by Shaw's 
Eleven in Australia. 

1888. D. News, 34 Feb., 5. a. Any 
form of art which is barred by its very 
nature from perfection must take ... a 

BACK SEAT. 

1890. sportsman, 6 Dec The idea 
has been worked to death, and ... it will 
have to take a back seat. 

Back-set (modem = Set- back). 

su6s. phr, (colloquial). — A 
rebuff; any untoward circum- 
stance ; a relapse. Hence TO 

SET BACK = TO CHECK. 

Backside, subs, (vulgar).— The 
posteriors ; the bum (q.v,), 

c, 1500. Robin Hood ( Ritson), iL 4. 
3^6. With an arrowe so broad, he shott 
bun into the back-syde. 

1651. H. More. Sec. Lask, Alaz. 

To Reader.' As if Kb senses lay in his 

BACK-SIDE, and had left his brain destitute. 

1668. Lestrangb, Quevedo (1678), 
184. I have hardly allowed myself a Rag 
to my Backside. 

1699. Vanbrugh, False Friend 
[Oliphant, New Eng., ii. 139.] There are 
the new substantives backside, (pars 
posterior), backwardness. . , . 



1705. Ward, Hud, Rediv,, i. v. ao-x. 
These wicked Papers . . . doom d t' illumi- 
nate our Pipes Or give our Backsides 
cleanly Wipes. 

1713. Addison, Guardian, 156(1756)1 
II. 388. A poor ant . . . with her head 
downwards, and her backside upwards. 

1725. Bailey, Erasmus, 'Scholastic 
Studies.' Wo to our Back-sides, he's a 
greater Whip-Master than Busby himself. 

1748. Smollett, Rod. Random, 
xxxiii. Between two stools the backside 
falls to the ground. Ibid. (1777), Hun^h, 
Clinker (1900), i. 67. Some clapped their 
hands and some their backsides. Ibid., L 
105. Without a shirt to cover your back- 
side from the view of the ladies. 

1 774. Bridges, Homer Burlesque, pa. 
Not one . . . could know . . . on which side 
his backside hung. Ibid., 543. A finp as 
large and wide As lady . . . .'s oroad 

BACK-SIDE. 

1837. Gentl. Mag., xcvii. 523. He 
shall fall on his backside. 

1838. Beckett, Paradise Lost, 58. 
What you found out I now discover, viz., 
that our backsides want a cover. 



Back-SLANQ, subs, phr. (common). 
—I. See quots. and Terminal 
Essay. Also, as verb =io talk 
in the back-slang lingo. 

x862. Wheatlev, Anagrams, 141. 
Back Slang ... is formed by the coster- 
mongers npoTi anagrammaticaf principles ; 
thus look IS cool. 

1899. Century Diet. , s.v. Back-slang. 
A species of slang in which the words are 
pronounced or written backward, or as 
nearly so as tlie skill of the speaker or 
writer, or the possibility of pronouncing 
the word, will permit. 

2. (old).— 5^^ quot. and Slum. 

1875. Grose, Vulg. Tongue, 8.v. 
Back-slum. A back-room ; also the back- 
entrance to any house or premises ; thus, 
we'll give it 'em on the back slum, means 
we'll get in at the backdoor. Ibid., s.v. 
Back slang. To enter or come out of a 
house by the backdoor ; or to go a circuit- 
ous or private way through the streets, in 
order to avoid any particular place in the 
direct road, is termed back-slanging it. 
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Verb. (Australian).— I. To ask 
for hospitality on the road : a 
common and recognised up - 
country practice. 

1898. JAo^Ris^Atutral-Eng^Hsk. . . 
Whwc hotels are naturally scarce and 
inferior, the traveller asks ror hospitality 
[and] is always made welcome. TTiere is 
no idea of anything underhand on the part 
of the traveller. 

Back-slum, subs. phr. (old).— 5« 
Slum 2, adding quots. infra. 
Also su Back-slang. 

1821. MoNCRiBPP's Tomand Jerry^ 
ii. 5. Let's have a dive among the cadgers 
in the back slums, in the Holy Land. 
Jerry. Back slums — Holy Land!— I'm 
at fault a^iin. Log. Why, among the 
beggars in Dyot Street, St. Giles's. 

1865. Athefutum^ 38 Jan., 124. i. 
Imprisoned in the back slums of West- 
minster. 

X876. Braddon, Joshua HeiggareTs 
Daughter^ xx. Not in fetid alleys and 
festering London back-slums only is man's 
fight with difficulty a bitter and crushing 
battle. 

BACK8TAIR. See Backdoor. 

BACK8TAIRCA8E, subs. (common). 
— A bustle ; a * dress improver^ : 
see Birdcage. 

Back-Stall. See Stale, subs. 5. 

Back-Talk, subs. phr. (common). 
--I. A rude answer ; (2) contra- 
diction ; (3) an insinuation ; and 
(4) withdrawal from a promise or 
an accepted invitation (Lane): 
also back-word and back- 
answer. Hence backward- 
answer = a perverse reply ; * No 
back talk ! ' = * Shut up I * 

c. 1605. Melvil, Mem. (1683), 5. Who 
was so glad as he, to return with this 
backward answer. 

1884. Hull Herald, 28 Feb., 6. 6. 
The boy was a civil boy, and never gave a 

BACK ANSWER. 



Back Te eth . To have one's back 
teeth afloat, verb. phr. (com- 
mon). — To be drunk : see 
Screwed. 

1888. Missouri Republican^ 35 Jan.' 
His honour . . . drank until, as an cm- 
looker put it, his BACK TBBTH WBRB WELL 
AFLOAT. 

Back-timber, subs. phr. (com- 
mon).— Clothes: cf. belly-tim- 
ber. 

^11656. Hall^ Works, v. 543. Was 
there ever more not and excess in diet and 
clothes, in belly-cheer and back-timber, 
than we see at uib day? 

Back Tommy, subs phr. (tailors*). 
— Cloth to cover the * stays' at 
the waist 

Backtrack. To take the back- 
track, verb, phr, (American). — 
To retreat ; to back out {q.v.). 

1857. New York Herald, 26 Dec. 
Mr. Douglas . . . has gone as far in the 
slavery concessions to the South as he can 
possibly go, and that if he would save 
himself at home he must take the back- 
track. 

1887. MoRLBV Roberts, Western 
Avemus. ' Come^ Mac, what's the use of 
fooling ; come with me.' ' No back- 
tracks, Texas, 111 stay here.' 

Back-trade, subs. phr. (old).~A 
backward course. 

1640. Law, Exp. into England, 4. 
He hath followed the back-trade of our 
defection . . . The Lord therefore is still 
on the back-trade. 

Back-trick, subs. phr. (old),— A 
caper backwards in dancing. 

1601. Shakspeare, Twel/ih Night, 
»• 3' 133- I bave the back-trick simply 
as strong as any man in Illyria. 

Backward. A few phrases 'fall 
into alphabet ' here : To SAY (or 
SING) the Te Deum (the Lord's 
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Prayer or to spell) back- 
wards = to mutter, to curse : also 
as a charm : hence back-pater- 
noster (or -prayer) = an im- 
precation; TOGO backwards = 
to go to the W.C. : see Mrs. 
Jones ; to piss backwards = 
to shit (^.».) ; to blow back- 
WARDS = TO fart {q,V.)\ TO 
LIB (or FALL) BACKWARDS = to 

play the whore: frequently ex- 
tended as in quots. (Ray : 1694 
and 1823) ; TO DO A backward 

FALL = (l) TO SPREAD (^.».).» 

and (2) to copulate : see Greens 
and Ride ; * If I were to fall 
BACKWARDS, I should break my 
nose' (Ray: It. i.e. * I am so 
foiled in everything I under- 
take '). Su Back-talk. 

c. 1575. Parker, Corresp.^ 158. 
Prayers for the Queen's Majesty's pros- 
penty and continuance ; where others say 

THEIR BACK-PATERNOSTERS for her in 

comers. 

159^. Shakspbare, Romeo and 
JuUet^ \. 3. 'Dost thou fall upon thy 
face ? Thou wilt fall backward when 
thou has more wit' [Repetition . . . ] 
when thou comest to age. Ibid. (1600), 
Much Ado. iii. 1. 60. I never yet saw 
man . . . But she would spell him back- 
ward ... So turns she every man the 
wrong side out. 

. 1678. Cotton, Virgil Travestie 
(1770). 9. Could backward blow . . . 
And, by his Farting, make foul Weather. 

1672. Phillips, Maronides^ 120. 
Seeing the jades prancks they had plaid, 
For Iris then they backward pray'd. 

1604. MoTTEUX. Rabelais^ iv. Ixiv. 
Are these . . . maids or married . . . 
Will they lie backwards and let out 
THEIR fore-rooms. Ibidj V. xxi. Yet 
more apt to fall backwards whenever 
any man happened to touch them. 

c. 1709. Ward, TerreeJiliuSi vi. 
'Divertisements.' A new safe-giiard to a 
Woman's Chastity, called Diana's Clogs : 
In which any Citizen's Wife may Mralk 
securely to a Beau's Chamber in the 
Temple . . . and never fall backwards 
upon the joyful Bed of unlawful Love. 
l}nd,t Merry Observations ^ May. Many 



a backward prayer . . . will be given 
the brave and inobliviated Monk, for 
bringing in his Royal Master, causing the 
Rump to be roasted, and making the 
Oliverian Party Piss backwards. 

1748. Smollett, Rod. Random^ xi. 
My companion's bowels being disordered 
he got up in order to go backward. 

1 77 1. J. S., Le Draft's Obs. Surg.^ 
164. The Patient being pressed to go 
backwards went behind his tent. 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 113. Just as I was singing the 
Te Deum backwards for his campaigns I 
heard the clock strike ten. 

1 823 . Bee, Diet Tur/^ s. v. Parlou r. 
Mrs Tubbs's front parlour is no part of 
any building . . . she who is said to let 
out her parlour and lib backward, 
cannot be supposed to repose with her 
face downwards. 

i8[?]. Norton, Travel in Italy^ 
47. The Gospel of Christ is read back- 
wards, when that world which he came 
to save is regarded as a world which it is 
a merit to abandon. 



Backwardation, j«i^x./^r. (Stock 
Exchange). — See quots. and cf. 
Contango, Also backward- 

IZATION. 

'*-■ • 1550. Keyser, Law 0/ the Stock 
Exchange, The term backwardation is 
employed when stock is more in demand 
thaii money, and a premium is given to 
obtain the loan of stock against its value 
in money. 

c. i860. Fenn, Eng, and For. Funds 
(1883), 127. Backwardation is paid by 
the speculator for the fall, or the Bear, in 
order to postpone delivery until the follow- 
ing account. 

X865. Pub. opinion^ a8 Nov., 541. 2. 
* Backwardization ' expresses ... the 
sum which a seller pays for not being 
obliged to deliver the ^lares at the time 
before agreed upon, but to carry them over 
to the following account. 

1880. Society y 3 Sep., 16. The Bear 
a good contango loves. The Bull a Back- 
wardation. 

1883. Pall Mall Gaz.y 11 Sep., 9. 2. 
At the opening \ backwardation to \ 
contango was charged. 
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1886. D, News^ 14 Dec, 6. 1. The 
1873 loan is, on balance, about | lower, at 
94, after being 93^. The backwardation 
00 the stock went off at the close. 

Back-word. Su Back-talk. 

Backy, subs, (tailors'). — A shop- 
mate working behind another. 

Bacon, subs, (coounon). — i. 
Generic for rusticity. Thus 

BACON-SLICBR (BACON-CHOPS or 

chaw-bacon) = a rustic ; bacon- 
brains = a stupid clodhopper: 
hence bacon-brained (-faced, 
or -fed) = clownish, dull (Bee 
and Grose) : also bacon-faced 
(or -siDE)=fat-jowled, fat, sleek ; 
BACON-PiCKER=a glutton. 

1596. Shakspbarb, I Hen, lV,y ii. 
3. 89. BacoN'Fed knaves . . . down 
with them. Ibid.^ iL 2. 9^ On, bacons, 
on ! what ye knaves? Young men must 
live. 

C.1600. Day, Beggar Bednell Green 
(x88i), 37. I'de hang this bacon-fac'd 
slave orethwart his shanks. 

c, 1634. Randolph, Ans. Ben Jonson 
[Poems (1668), 56J. Their bacon-brains 
have such a tast As more delights in 



1653. Urquhart, Rabelais^ i. ProL 
A certain gulligut Fryer and true bacon 
PICKER, ioid.^ I. XV. Account me a very 
dounch, and bacon-slicer of Brene. 

1684. Or WAV, Atheist, i. A broad 
shining, pufft Bacon-face, like a Cheru- 
bim. 

1711. Ward, Quixote, i. 81. So 
cocking by his Bacon-side An £lbow, thus 
the Host reply'd. 

1731. Pol, Ballads (i860), 11. 223. 
He opulent grew As bacon-face Jew. 

2. (common). — The human 
body. Whence TO save one's 
bacon = to save appearances, to 
escape injury or loss (B. E., 
Grose, Bee) : Fr. sauver son 

lard; to SELL one's BACON =(l) 
to work for hire, and spec. (2) to 
play the harlot for bread ; to 

rub, FROT, or SCRAPE BACON = tO 

copulate : see Greens and Ride. 



Z363. Langland, Piers Plowman^ 
3859. As a letheren purs Lolled his chekes 
. . . And as a bonde-man <^ his bacon his 
berd was bi-draveled. 

1653. UrquharT} Rabelais, \, iii. 
These two did oftentmies do the two- 
backed beast together, joyfully rubbing 
and FROTTiNG their bacon against one 
another. Ibid, 11. xxi. How happy 
shall that man be to vidiom yon will grant 
the favour to embrace her, to kiss her, and 
to RUB his BACON with hers. Ibid,, 
MoTTBUX (1694), '^* "• Those . . . 
must needs stink damnably . . . when 
they have rubbed their bacon one with 
the other. Ibid., v. iv. Your gaol birds, 
who . . . warily scour off, and come here 

TO SAVE their BACON. 

1674. Hogan-Mogattides, xi. A 
Buxom Wench, and Jolly Pug, Who oft 
together scraping Bacon At length they 
found that she had taken. Ibid, 89. 
Melting his Bacon in the Sim. 

1601. Weesils, i. 5. No, thejrl con- 
clude I do't to SAVE MV BACON. 

X693. England's Jests [Ashton, 
Humour, etc., 23]. She was resolved to go 
[to church] once a month to save hbr 

BACON. 

1693. Catalogue of Books [HarL 
Misc. (1745), V. 369. 2]. In dubiis tutior 
pars; Ox the broad Way to save a 
Man's Bacon, and damn his soul. 

d, 1704. Brown, Works, i. 150. E'en 

fet your Friends, the Jews, to save your 
lACON. 



1705. Ward, Hud, Redio,, l ii 
For <*•*•* • ' * 



Ward, 
could their talent be forsaken, 
And they unite truth to save their 

BACON. 

1721. Cbntlivre, Artifice, v. ii. 
That petence shan't save your bacon, 
you old villain you. 

1751. Smollett, Peregrine Pickle, 
XXV. The other, who refused any other 
satisfaction but that which an officer ought 
to claim . . . asked if Perry was afraid of 

his BACON. 

X774. Bridges, Burlesque Homer, 
20. In haste I hither come, says Pallas, 
To SAVE your BACON from the gallows. 

1796. HoLMAN, Abroad and at 
Home, ii. 4. 'Tis Heaven's mercy I was 
a likely lad. My beauty has sav'd my 

BACON. 

x8i2. Combe, Picturesque, vL 22. 
But as he ran to save his bacon By hat 
and wig he was forsaken. 
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1893. Byron, Don Juan, vii. xlii. 
But here I say the Turks were much mis- 
taken, who, hating hogs, yet wished to 

SAVE THBIR BACON. 

1835. Carlylb, SckiUer^ in. (1845), 
163. To the Kaiser, therefore, I sold my 
BACON, And by him good charge of the 
whole is taken. 

1836. Scorr fCring'WsLcig'.jV, You 
know I SAVED YOUR BACON in that awk- 
ward affidr. 

1856. Reads, Netfer Too LaU, lii. 
Jem drew a long breath and said brutally 
... 'You have saved your bacon thb 
time.' 

To PULL BACON, vcrb, phr, 
(popular).— Describ<ii in the In- 
goldsby Legends'. *He put his 
thumb unto his nose and spread 
his fingers out.* To take a 

SIGHT q.V.\ TO MAKE QUEEN 
ANNE*S fan (q.V.), 

1886. Household Words, Oct. 2, p. 
453. [This] action has been described 
as'' taking a sight.' A solicitor, however, 
at Manchester, described it as pulling 
bacon. 

1887. Leeds Ev. News, 15 Sep., 
•Police Report.' The officers spoke to 
him, when he put his fingers to his nose 
and pulled bacon at them. 

Phrases. A good voice to beg 
BACON (*Said in jear of an ill 
voice* (B. E. and Grose); 
'When the devil is a hog, you 
shall eat bacon' (Ray). 

Bad (or Badly), adj. and adv. (col- 
loquial).— Very much; greatly. 

Also COLLOQUIAL PHRASES*. TO 
GO TO THE BAD = tO gO tO ruin {cf. 

Virgil: in pejus ruere= to go 
to the worse) ; TO BE [anything] 
TO THE BAD = to show a deficit, to 
be on the wrong side of an 
account; TO comb back again 

LIKE A BAD PENNY = (l) of 

anything unwelcome, and (2) a 
jocular assurance of return ; NOT 
HALF BAD=feirly good ; BAD TO 



BEAT = difficult to excel; TO 
WANT BADLY = the superlative of 
desire; cruel bad = very bad. 
Also * Give a dog a bad name and 
you may hang him.* 

1816. Quiz, Grand Master, viii. 25. 
I've really to the bad Some thousands of 
rupees to add. 

1835. Dana, Be/ore the Mast, xv. 
The captain took a dislike to him, thought 
he was surly and lazy ; and, * if you once 
give a dog a bad name'— as the sailor 
phrase is— 'he may as well jump ovcr- 

1864. Trollope, Lindi^ame Chase, 
I. 46. [He] went, as the common saying 
expressively phrases it, to the bad. 

1864. Braddon, Aurora Floyd, xi. 
A reckless man, ready to go to the bad 
by any road that can take me there. 

1880. Sims, Ballads of Babylon 
(Beauty and Beast). Let him go to the 
BAD at his own mad pace. ^ 

1884. PallMaUGaz.,6¥eh.,A' He 
was between ;e7o and £Zo to the bad. 

1884. Hawlev Smart, Post jfe 
Finish, xi. When they are in the mood, 
their very temper makes them bad to 
beat. 

1888. Daily Inter-Ocean, 9 March. 
Myers* absence is seriously annoying 
to the defense, [they] want Myers, and 

WANT HIM BAD. 

BAD Bargain, subs, phr. (military). 
—See Q. H. B. , adding quot infra. 

1899. Wyndham, Queen*i Service, 
240. Many of these bad bargains 
promptly transfer their services elsewhere, 
without . . . mentioning the cause which 
led to their discharge. 

Bad- BREAK, subs. phr. (American). 
—A corruption of * bad outbreak.' 

Bad Crowd Generally, subs, 
phr. (Western American).— In 
sing.^SL mean wretch ; NO gbeat 
SHAKES (g.v.). 
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Bao-eoq (-halfpenny, -hat, 

-LOT, -PENNY, etc.), Subs phr, 
(common). — i. A ne'er-do-well ; 
a Moose fish*: in America more 
indefinitely nsed than in England. 
Also (old)=a bad or risky specu- 
lation, Fr. mmsvais gobet, [Cf, 
provincial (Comb. ) bad = a strum- 
pet] 

z^3. Langland, Piers Plcwman^ 
C xnii. 73. [Men may lykne I«tterid men 

. . . to a BADDB PBNT.] 

1785. Gross, Vu^mr Tongue^ 8.v. 
Bad Halfpenny. When a man bas been 
upon any errand, or attempting any object 
•which has proved unsuccessful or impractic- 
able, he wUl say on his return. It is a bad 
HALFPENNY, meaning that he has returned 
as he went. 

1849. Thackeray, Pendennis^ be. 
* He's a bad'un, Mr. Lightfoot— a bad 
LOT, sir, and that you know.' 

x866. Sala, Trip to Barbarv^ 130- 
The man in black baize with the felt k^i, 
. . . looked from head to heel a bad egg. 

1867. Leland, Breiimann Ballads. 
But one gray-haired old veller shmiled 
crimly undbet Dat Breitmann vould prove 
a PAD EGG for dem yet. 

1868. Braddon, Trail q/tAeSefpenl, 
ii. I am a bad lot. I wonder they don't 
hang such men as me. /6id. (1872), Dead 
Sea Fruitj i. So bad a lot that he dare 
not give hunself a decent character. 

1877. Blackmore. Erema. A very 
handsome girl she may be, but a bad lot, 
as her father was. 

1877. Five Years* Penal Servitude 
ii. Biany <A. the officials of the convict 
prisons ... are what the Yankees call 
bad eggs. 

1883. Besant, Captain's Room^ 11. 
ix. There may be one or two bad hats 
among eldest sons ; but . . . there cannot 
be one who would dare to take his wife's 
salary and deprive her <A her son. 

1885. Stavelev Hill, From Home 
to Home. A considerable feeling . . . that 
he was a bad egg, and they even went so 
far as to suggest that the so<nier he had a 
bullet in him the better. 

X809. Hyne, Furth. Capt. Kettle, 
iii. We've a good deal in common : we're 
all BAD EGGS, and we're none of us fit for 
our billets. 



xpoo. Boothby, Maker of Nations, 
L That French chap b a bad hat. 

Bad Form, subs, phr, (society).— 
Conduct not in keeping with a 
conventional standard ; vulgarity. 

1883. Punch, Eton boy. What an 
awful lot of energy jrou've got, uncle ! 
Uncle. Pretty well, my b^, for my 
time of life, I think I £. B. Yes t but 
energy's sudi awful bad form, you know ! 

1886. N. Amer. Rev., cxlii 621. 
They are tauj^ht that to become emotional 
or enthusiastic over anjrthin^ is bad form. 

1889. Answers, 33 Feb., 305. 3. 
He's awfully bad form— a r^^ular cad, 
3rouknow. 

BADGE, subs, (Old Cant). — *A 
mark of Distinction among poor 
People ; as Porters, Water-men, 
Parish-Pensioners, and Hospital- 
bo^, Blew -coats and Badges 
bemg the ancient Liveries' (B. E. ). 
Hence badgb-cove (or -man) = 
a parish pensioner (Grose). 

1809. Crabbb, Tales, 16. With 
thick-set coat of Badge-man s blue. 

To HAVE one's badge, verb, 
phr, (old).— To be burned in the 
hand : e,g, * He has got his badge 
and piked ' = He has been burned 
in the hand and set at liberty 
(Grose). 

Badqir, j«^j. (B. E.).— I. 'They 
that buy up a quantity of Corn 
and hoard it up in the same 
Market, till the price rises; or 
carry it to another where it bears 
a better.* [O.E.D. : Origin un- 
known : Fuller derived it from L. 
bajutare, to carry (as if a cant 
contraction BAJ., cf, the modem 
zooy cab^ etc.), but evidence is 
required before this can be ad- 
mitted for the 15c. , . . By Act 
5 and 6 Ed. VI. c. 14. 7, Bad- 
gers were required to be licensed 
by the Justices (the origin of the 
hawker's license.] 
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X (Old Cant).— A river des- 
perado ; *' villains who rob near 
rivers, into which they throw the 
bodies of those they murder' 
(Grose): see Ark-ruffian. 

3. (American thieves'). — A 
PANEL-THIEF {q,v,)\ hence 
BADGER-CRIB. 



4. (schoolboy).- 
individual. 



-A red-haired 



5. (harlotry). — A common 
prostitute : su Tart. 

6. (nautical). — The imperson- 
ator of Neptune in the festivities 
incident to ' crossing the line ' : also 

BADGBR-BAG ; SU AMBASSADOR 

and Arthur. 

9. (Wellington School).— A 
member of the 2nd XV. at foot- 
ball. [A badge is worn by each 
individual : see sense i.] 

8. (artists').— A brush : spec, 
when made of badgers' hair. 

9. See Badger State. 

Verb, (colloquial). — To worry 
unceasingly: as a badger when 
baited ; to pester : usually of a 
helpless victim (Bee). Hence 
badgered = worried, teased ; 
badgering = ' heckling,' persecu- 
tion. Fr. aguigner, 

1794. WoLCOT, Rowl. for Oliver 
\Works, 11. x6q]. Therefore I tremble for 
his badgbr'o bacon. 

1796. Burke, Letter to Lawrence^ 
16 Dec He would rather be defeated on 
the Rhine or Po than suffer a badgering 
every day in the House of Commons. 

1798. O. Kbefb, Wild Oats^ 1. i. 
At home, abroad, you will still badger 



1836. Dickens. Pickwick^ xxxiv. 
Each was driven to the verge of despera- 
tion by excessive badgering. Ibid, (i 840), 
Barnaby Rudgt (1866), i. xiL 59. The 
constant badgering and worrying of his 
venerable parent. 

1850. Thackeray, Pedennis 

[ Works (1860), IV. 59]. I'm 90 pressed and 
badgered, I don't know where to turn. 

1855. Wood, Anec, Animal Li/e, 
338. A ' brock ' . . . led such a persecutcxl 
life, that to ' badger ' a man came to be 
the strongest possible term for irritating, 
persecuting, and injuring him in every 
way. 

x86a. Sat, Rev, 8 Feb., 1154. The 
coarse expedients by which the Old Bailey 
advocate badgers and confuses a nervous 
witness. 

1862. Troli.ope, Orley Farm 
[Century]. When one has to be badgered 
like this one wants a drop of something 
more than ordinary. 



d. 1871. Caroline Fox, 
542. Inconsistent professors 



Journal^ 

^, ^ r badger. 

ED him out of Methodism into scepticism. 



To OVERDRAW THE BADGER, 

verb, phr, (popular). — To over- 
draw a banking account. 

1843-^ Hood, Miss Kilmansegg. 
His cheeks no longer drew the c^. 
Because, as his comrades explain'd in flash, 
He had overdrawn his badger. 

Badger- BOX, subs, phr, (Aus- 
tralian). — See quot. 

1875. Proceedings Royal Society 
TVixma^tMc, Sept., 99. The dwellings . . . 
are . . . known as 'Badger-boxes,' in 
distinction from huts, which have per- 
pendicular walls, while the Badger-box is 
like an inverted V in section. They are 
covered with bark, with a thatch of grass 
along the ridge, and are on an average 
about 14 X xo feet at the ground, and 9 or 
10 feet high. 

Badqerly, adv, (old colloquial).—- 
Elderly ; grey-haired : cj, * Grey 
as a badger.' 

X7S3. Richardson, Grandison, v. 
xliii. JSadgerly virgins fond of a parrot, 
a squirrel, a monkey, or a lapdog. 
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BADGER State, subs, phr, (Ameri- 
can). — The State of Wisconsin. 
[Badgers once abounded there.] 
Whence badger = an inhabitant 
of A^Hsconsin. 

1856. Emekson, Eiu^. TraiiSf iv. 54. 
Our * Hoosters,' * Suckers and * Baogbrs ' 
of the American woods. 

BAD Give-away. Su Give 

AWAY. 

Bad-halfpenny. See Bad-egg. 

Bad Job, subs. phr. (old : B. E.). 
— *An ill bout, bargain, or 
business.' 

Bad Man, subs. phr. (Western 
American). — See quot. 

1888. RoosBVELT, Ranch Lift. [A 
BAD man] is generally understood to mean 
a professionsQ fighter or man^killer, but 
who b sometimes perfectly honest, xhese 
men who do most of the killing in firontier 
communities : yet the men who are killed 
generally deserve their fete. Thev are 
used to brawling, are sure shots, ana able 
to *draw* their weapon with marvellous 
quickness. They think nothing of murder, 
are the terror of their associates, yet are 
very chary erf" taking the life of a man of 
good standing, and will often * weaken ' 
and 'back down' at once if confi-onted 
fearlessly. Stockmen have united to put 
down these dangerous characters, and 
many localities once infested by bad men 
are now perfectly law-abiding. \A bridged.] 

BAD MATCH Twist, subs. phr. 
(hairdressers').— Red (or carotty) 
hair and black whiskers. 

Badminton, subs, (common).— i. 
I. A kind of claret-cup : claret, 
sugar, spice, soda-water, and ice. 
[Invented at the Duke of 
Beaufort's seat of the same name.] 

1845. Disraeli, Sybil, i. i. Waiter, 
bring me a tumbler of Badminton. Ibid. 
(1870), Lothair, xxx. Soothed or stimu- 
latcd by fragrant cheroots or beakers of 
Badminton. 

1853. Whyte Melvillb, Digby 
Grand, ix. An enormous measure of 
Badminton, that grateful compound. 



1868. OumA, Undtr Two Flags, iz. 
A great silver flason of Badminton, with 
which he was ending his breakfest. 

2. (pugilistic). — Blood : cf. 

CLARET, ROSY, etc.. 

Bad Shot. Su Shot. 

Bad Slanq, subs. phr. (circus and 
showmen's). — Faked up mon- 
strosities ; spurious cunosities : 
see Slang, subs. 7. 

1876. HiNDLBT. Cheap Jach, 906. 
The best showman or a bad slang that 
ever travelled. He wouki get hold of any 
black girl . . . dress her up, and then 
show her as one of the greatest novelties. 

Bad Way. See Way. 

Bafp. See Buff. 

Bag, subs, (old).— I. The womb. 
Hence as verb (or to BE bagged) 
=to become pregnant, to get big 
with child ; bagged = LUMPY 
(q.v,): properly of animals; bag- 
PUDDING = pregnancy: cf. 
* Sweet-heart and bag-pudding ' 
(Ray). 

1598. Florid, iVorlde of Wordes, 
s.v. 

1606. Warner, Albion's England, 
vi. 148. WelL Venus shortly bagged, and 
ere long was Oupid bred. 

1608. Day, Hum. out of Br., ii. i. 
25. Farewell, sweet heart— God a mercy, 
bag-pudding. 

161 1. COTGRAVE, Diet., S.V. 

1676. Rochester, Hist. oflnsijHds, 
14. Had haughty Hohns but calfd in 
Spragg, Hans had been put into a bag. 

2. (common). — The stomach: 
hence as z'^^=to feed, to fill 
the stomach; BAGGlNG=food: 
spec. (North) food eaten between 
meals, or (Lane.) a substantial 
a^emoon repast, 'high tea'; 
hence bagging-time. 
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1750. Collier [Lancashire Giossary 
(E.D.S.)]. Hoo'l naw cum agen till 
baggin' time. 

1787. Burns, Auld Mare Maggie. 
A guid New-year I wish thee, Maggie ! 
Hae, there's a ripp to thy auld baggie. 

1835. Ure, Philos, Manuf,^ 387. 
Thurst must be quenched with tea at 

BAGGING-TIMB. 

1863. Waugh, Lane, Songs, 99. 
The baggin' were ready, an' o' lookin' 
sweet. 

1870. Chambers's Jour., Oct., p. 661. 
There are all the varieties of board and 
lodging, dinner of potatoes and bacon with 
buttermilk, bagging in the forenoon and 
afternoon, dinner and lunch, and rations 
allowed for women. 

1879. Temple Bar, 4 Jan. Baggin' 
is not only lunch, but any accidental meal 
coining between two regtuar ones. 

1899. Wyndham, Queen's Service, 14. 
Now, you youngsters, don't sit there blow- 
ing your BAGS out an^ longer, like a couple 
ofblooming young pigs. 

3. (common). — In //. =the 
paps; DUGS {q*v.)\ properly of 
animals. 

1642. More. Pre-Existence Soul, 
xlvii. Those wicked hags . . . whose 
writhled bags Foul fiends oft suck. 

4. (Stock Exchange). — ^ffuenos 
-<4yres GxgbX 5'outhem Railway 
Bonds. 

1903. Westminster Gazette, 28 Mar., 
9. 3. Bags Dividend [Title]. 

5. (common). — In//. = loosely- 
fitting clothes: spec, trousers: 
also BUMBAGS : whence howling 
BAGS = breeches of * loud * pattern 
or cut, and go-to-meeting bags 
= • Sunday clothes,* one's best 
wear : see Kicks. Hence baggy = 
stretched by wear; baggily= 
loosely; to bag = to sag; bag- 
sleeve = a sleeve baggy above, 
and tight at, the wrist. 



c. 135a fVilliam o/Paleme [Oliphant. 
New Eng., i. 44. The curious word 
BAKKES (vestes) appears in p. 72 ; it seems 
to be Salopian . . . we still have the slang 
term bags for an important part of our 
raiment ; Lord Eldon was called [z 801-27] 
' Old Bags ']. 

X598. Florid, Worlde 0/ Wordes, 
S.V. Socchi, a. kind of socke ... or 
BAGGING shooe vsed in old time. 

1824. Irving, Tales 0/ a Traveller, 
I. 265. A coat which bagged loosely about 
him. 

1853. Bradley, Verdant Green, 51. 
Just jump into a pair of bags and Welling> 
tons. Ibid., 5. His black go-to*meeting 
bags. 

1858. Hawthorn, Fr. and It. Jour- 
nals (1872), I. 22. Red baggy trousers. 

1859. Taylor. Logic in TheoL, 205. 
Dingy embroidered trappings . . . seen 
bagging upon the wooden effigies. 

i860. Smiles, Self-Help, vii. He 
. . . only appears stout because he puts 
himself mto those bags. 



1862. Gronow, Remin., 
Black coats . . . baggily made. 



I. 113. 



1868. Lessons Mid. Age, 123. A 
BAGGY cotton umbrella. 

1870. Chambers's Journal (Chnstmas 
Number). Holloa ! Parsons don't wear 
li|rht tweed bags I . . . Jack had to unpack 
his portmanteau and get out his evening 
inexpressibles. 

1874. Collins, Frances, xv. His 
well-shapen hip and calf were hidden in 
loose-fitting bags of corduroy. 

1878. BoswoRTH Smith, Carthage, 
434. Jews with their bagging pantaloons. 

1880. Punch, 10 Jan., 6. Just look 
at these bags you last built me, Snippe 1 
J'ever see such beastly bags in your life? 

1882. Nat. Baptist, xviii. 6. A 
BAGGiNESS about the trousers. 

1897. Marshall, Pomes, 40. For 
he noticed that his bags had developed 
into rags. Ibid., 109. His bags have 
faded at the knees. 

1899. Whiteing, John St., xxi. 
Chinymen . . . They're fly, and no mis- 
tike. Pretends to wear petticoats; got 
BAGS on underneath. 

1900. Kipling. Stalky &• Co., 44. 
* Confound you 1 You haven't been pop- 
ping my Sunday bags ? ' 
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6. (Westminister School). — 
In sing, = milk. 

7. (sporting). — The contents 
of a game bag ; the resnlt of 
sport : said of racing as of fishing, 
snooting, etc., and alike of a big 
game expedition as of a day in the 
stabble. As verb (or TO BRING 
TO bag) = to shoot, to kill, to 
catch. 

1814. Month, Mag.^ xxxvii. 338. To 
allow the royal sportsman to bag more 
birds than himselfl 

1844. Hawkrr, Itutr, Young Sports- 
man^ 148. To BAG a dozen head of game 
without missing. 

1859. Jephson, Brittany^ ix. 150. 
My friend, thus bagged two wolves. 

1863. Spbke, Disc. Nile, 36. The 
BAGS we made counted two, brinoled gnu, 
four water-boc, one pallah>boc, and one 
pig- 

186^. Lowell, Fireside Travels ^ 
345. The dbputes of Italians are very 
droll things, and I will accordingly bag 
the one which is now imminent as a 
specimen. Ibid. (1870), Study Windows^ 
i. Stopping ... to BAG a specimen. 

1867. Francis, Anfling, i. (x88o). 
39. The sutist in roach-fishing alone will 
make a fair bag on an indifferent day. 

1881. Sir W. Harcourt, Speech at 
Glasgow, 36 Oct. Lord Salisbury and Sir 
S. Northcote . . . had a rattling day at 
Newcastle and Beverly— but I adc myself 
what is their bag. 

1880. Forest and Stream, xxi. 3. 
The BAG is not the sole aim of a day 
afield. 

1885. Smart, Tie and Trick, ii. A 
Markee . . . whose bag consisted of a fox, 
a boy, half a pheasant, and the fragments 
of a rabbit. 

Verb, (i). See subs, stixses. 

2. (common). — To acquire ; 
to secure : i.e, to seize, catch, or 
steal : cf, NAB, COP, BONE, etc. 
Whence (old) bagger = a miser ; 
BAGGED = (i) got, and (2) 
QUODDED (q,V,), 



1740. CoUeci. Sir T, Scot [Peck, 
Cromwell], He spent, and lookt for no 
reward. He could not play the bagger. 

z8i8. Moors, Fudgt Family in 
Paris, yi. Who can hefo to bag a few, 
When Sidmouth wants a death or two? 

1834. Brvon, Don Juan, xvi. Ixii. 
The constable . . . Had bagged this 
poacher upon Nature's manor. 

1857. Hughes, Tom Brown, 11. iiL 
368. The idea of being led up to the 



Doctor . 



, for bagging fowls. 



x86x. MOllkr, CAz>f (x88o), 11. xxiv. 
343. A stray story may thus be bagged 
in the West-End of London. 

1863. Farrar, St. Winifreds, xxxv. 
They would not call it stealing but 
bagging a thing, or, at the worst, 'crib- 
bing it' — concesQing the villainy under a 
new name. 

1878. Song\)A.w^\xv,LifiCatnach\. 
Speak to the tattler, bag the swag, And 
finely hunt the dummy. 

1880. M. Collins, My Garden, i. 
163. The word besgar itself is from bag 
— meaning a man who carries a bag ; and 
the modem commercial slang reproduce the 
phrase, saying of a clever man of business 
that he has bagged a good thing. 

X887. Henley, Villon*s Straight 
T^. The merry little dibbs youll bag. 

1888. Boldrewood, Robbery Under 
Arms, xlv. I've bagged one of your lot, 
and you've done your best to pot me. 

Intj, (schoolboy).— Bags ! or 
BAGS 1 1 to assert a claim to 
some article or privilege. Cf, 

FAINS OR FAIN IT (^.Z/.) = a 
demand for a truce during a 
game, which is always gpranted : 
PIKE I or PRIOR PIKE likewise 
serves to lay claim to anything, 
or to assert priority. Also BAR ! 
e,g, * He wanted me to do so 
and so, but I barred not.* 

Phrasbs. To turn to bag 
AND WALLET = to turn b^^r ; 

TO GIVE ONE THE BAG TO HOLD 

(RAY)=toslip off: also to leave 
in the lurch ; TO GIVE THE BAG 
=(i) to leave without warning 
(Grose), also (2) to dismiss, and 
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(3) to cheat (Webster): see 
Canvas, Sack, and Wallet; 

TO LET the cat OUT OF THE 
BAG = to disclose a trick or 
secret (see Cat); to empty 
THE BAG = to tell all: also to 
close an argument (Fr. vider le 
sac) ; TO PUT ONE IN A BAG [see 
quot 1662); TO PUT (or get) 
one's head in a bag (printers*) 
= to drink : BAG = pot of beer ; 
TO TAKE THE BAG = to play the 

hare in * Hare and Hounds ' ; TO 

HAVE THE BAGS = (l) tO COme of 

age, and (2)= to be flush of 
money; TO BAG THE over (see 
Jockey). 

1593. Greene, Qutj^ [Works^ ix. 
263]. You shall be . . . lightewittedupon 
every small occasion to geue your maister 
THE bagge. Ibid. (1592). Defence of 
Conny Catching^ xi. 86. If he meane to 
GiUE HER THE BAGGE, he selleth whatso- 
ever he can. and so leaues hir spoild both 
of hir wealtn and honestie. 

1599. Hakluvt, Voy.^ 11. i. 161. The 

TURNING TO BAG AND WALLET of the 

infinite number of the poore people 
imploied in clothing. 

1607. Dekker, IVesfward Ho^ iv. 
2 \Works (1873), II. 340]. I fear our oares 
haue GiUEN us the bag. 

16^7. Speedy^ Hue and Crie^ i. . . . 
He being sometime an Apprentice on 
London Bridge . . . gave his master the 
bag. 

1662. Fuller, Worthies^ Cardigan 
(ii. 579). They (the Welsh) had a kind of 
play wherein the stronger who prevailed 
put the weaker into a sack ; and hence we 
have borrowed our English by-word to 
express such, betwixt whom there is 
apparent odds of strength. * He b able 

to PUT HIM UP IN A bagge.' 

X793. J[ EPPERSON, fFrr/i'«5^ (1859), iv. 
7. She will leave Spain the bag to 

HOLD. 

1823. Scott, Peveril, vii. She 
GAVE ME THE BAG to hold and was 
smu^ling in a comer with a rich old 
Puntan. 

1887. Sat Review t 14 May, p. 700. 
It is slang, and yet purely trade slang, 
when one printer says of another that he 

has GOT HIS HEAD IN THE BAG 



See Blue-bag; Carpet-bag- 
ger ; Cat ; Grebn-bag ; Nose- 
bag ; Wind-bag. 

Baq-and-Baqqaqe, subs, phr, 
(colloquial).— One's belongings: 
hence TO clear (or turn) out 
BAG-AND-BAGGAGE=to make a 
good riddance : in depredation. 
[O.E.D, ; Originally a military 
phrase denoting all the property 
of an army collectively, and of 
the soldiers individually ; hence 
the phrase, orig. said to the 
credit of an army or general, 
* To march out with bag-and- 
baggage' (Fr. vie et ba^s 
sauves) ; i,e. with all belongings 
save^i ... to make an honour- 
able retreat ] Bag- and-baggage 
POLICY = wholesale surrender, 
general scuttling, 'peace at any 
price.' 

[1600. Shakspeare. As Vou Like 
Ity iii. 2. 170. Let us make an honourable 
retreit, though not with baggb and 
BAGGAGE, yet with scrip and scrippage.] 

C. 1620. MiDDLBTON, Witch (1778), 

^5. To kick thb fellow . . . And send 
nun downe stayres with his bag and 

BAGGAGE. 

1632. JoNSON, Magnetic Lady^ iv. 
1. The doxy to march round the circuit 

With BAG AND BAGOAGE. 

1741. Richardson, Pamela, ii. 
Bag and Baggage, said she, I m 
you're going. 

1853. Reade, Gold, i. Well, then, 
next Lady-day you turn out bag-and> 
baggage. 

1870. Spurgeon, Treasury of David, 
Psalm cxix. 115. The king sent him 
packing bag and baggage. 

r876. Gladstone. Bu^. Horrors, 
61. The Turks . . . their Taptiehs and 
their Mudirs . . . their Haimakams, and 
their Pashas, one and all, bag and 
baggage, shall, I hope, clear out from the 
province they have desolated and profaned. 

1882. D. News, 28 May, 5. 6. Cites 
the famous Bulgarian pamphlet, pre- 
cognising the bag-and-baggage policy 
as evidence that Mr. Gladstone will never 
be a party to restoring Turkish authority. 
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Baq and Bottle, subs,phr, (old). 
— Provisions; food aiiid drink: 

cf, BACK AND BBLLY. 

[... . OU Ballad, 'Robin Hoodand 
Shepherd' [Narbs]. Arise, arise, said 
jolly Robin, And now come let me see 
What's in thy bag and bottle, I sayf 
Come tell it onto me]. 

1671. Eachard, Observations. An 
iU<contriving rascal that in his younger 
years should choose to lug the bag and 
THB BOTTLE a mile or two to school ; and 
to bring home only a small bit of Greek or 
Latin most magisterially construed. 

Bagatelle, subs, (old colloquial). 
— ^A trifle ; a matter of little worth 
or consequence. As adj,^ 
trumpery, trifling. [O.E.D. : 
* Formerly quite naturalised ; now 
scarcely so. ] 

1637. Bastwick, LiUtHv, i. 17. All 
which they haue . . . overUirowne with 
their bagatelle invention. 

c. 1645. Howell, Favt. Letters, 11. 
xxi. Your trifles and bagatells are ill 
bestowed upon me, therfore heeraftcr I 
pray let me have of your best. Ibid. I 
rummag'd all my stores, and search'd my 
cells, Wher nought appear'd, God wot, 

but BAGATELLS. 

1658. Robinson, Eudoxa, i. 4. 
Every particular thing . . . even unto 
the rauulest bagatello's. 

1659. Gauden, Tears 0/ the Church. 
I03. To please themselves with toyes and 
bagatelloes. 

1679. Behn, Feigned Court, ii. i. 
Ah Baggatelles, Seignior, Bagga- 

TELLBS. 

c, 17^3. North, Examen, n. v. 100. 
He msuces a mere Bagatel of it. 

1786. Jefferson, Writ. (1850), i. 
566. As to the satisfaction for slaves 
carried off, it is a bagatelle. 

187a. BakeRj Nile Trib., iv. §3. 
The bond fide tax is a bagatelle to the 
amounts squeezed from him by the 
soldiery. 

Baggage, subs, (once literary ; now 
American). — i. Luggage, portable 
property; belongings {q.v,): 
spec. (stiU in use) = the equipment 



of an army. Hence bag-and- 
BAGGAGE(^.7/.). Whence(Ameri. 

can) BAGGAGE-CHECK = (l) a 

luggage-ticket, (2) a cloak-room 
ticket; baggage-man (or MAS- 
TER) = a guard in charge of 
lugg^e ; BAGGAGE - ROOM = a 

parcels office or cloak - room ; 
BAGGAGE-SMASHER = (i) a porter, 
and (2) a station thie£ (See quot. 
1861.) ^ 

c.iAp, Pol. Rel. Poems [E.E.T.S.], 
18. To gete hem Bagagb, put hem sylffe 
mprees. 

c. 1450. Chaocer (?], Dreme [Works 
(Bell), 101]. Was left not one. Horse, 
male, trusse, ne baggage. 

1530. Palsgrave, Lang. Franc., 
196. a. Baggage, Bagniage. 

X578. T. N. [tr. Con^. W, India]. 
Indians ... to serve and to cary 

BAGGAGE. 

1703. Maundrell, Jour. Jerus. 
(1732), II. Arrived with all our Baggage 
on the other side of the River. 

1740. Smollett, GH Bias (1812), 
VII. XI. I sole study Seine ... to escape 
with my household goo^, I mean my 
baggage. 

1749- Fielding, Tom Jones, vii. xi. 
The portmanteau . . . being put up into 
the baggage-cart. 

1766. Goldsmith, Vicar Wakejield, 
XX. Mrs. Arnold politely offered to send 
... for my son's baggage. 

1791. BoswELL, Johnson (1831), in. 
13. Intrusted to a fellow to be delivered 
to our baggage-man. 

1854. Taylor, Lands o/the Saracen, 
18. We were told to get our baggage in 
order and embark for quarantine. 

i8[?]. Thackeray [Century]. 

Mounting the baronet's baggage on die 
roof of the coach. 

i8[?]. Supreme Court Reports, i. 5a. 
A passenger having lost her baggage 

CHECK. 

1861. New York Tribune, 23 Nov. 
Gamblers, . . . robbers, baggage - 
smashers, and all the worst classes of the 
city. 
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1871. De Verb, Americanisms^ 358. 
The BAGGAGE-SMASHER . . . handles his 
burdens with appalling recklessness, and 
responsibility there is none. 

1880. New VirgimanSi i. 37. Called 

BAGGAGE-SMASHERS. 

1883. Pall Mail GoM., 14 JuM. The 
Saratoga trunks are hurled recklessly by 
the ' BAGGAGE SMASHERS ' on to the deck. 

1883. Crane [Leis, Hour^ 282. i]. 
The BAGGAGE-MASTERS leapt from their 
wide doors. 

1883. Lonpnan's Mag., July, 285. 
The wretched little booking-office, and the 

BAGGAGE-ROOM. 

1883. Pember \Harp. Mag.^ Dec., 
no. i]. Keep a sharp look out on your 

BAGGAGE. 

x888. Texas Si/tings, 3 Nov. The 
BAGGAGE-SMASHER is indeed a terror. 

2. (old colloquial). — Generic 
for trash: e,g» encumbrances, 
rubbish, dirt, prus. Whence (spec. 
post-Reformation ) = the rites and 
accessories of Catholic ritual : cf. 
sense 3. As adj. = trumpery 
(also BAGGAGELY), corrupt, vile. 

1538. Bale, Thre Lawes, 1716. 
And shall thjre baggage put by the word 
of God? 

X545. AsCHAM. 7i>jr<^A. [Arber], 83. 
A boke . . . wherein he . . . settes oute 
much rifraflFe, pelfery, tnunpery, baggage, 
and beggerie ware. 

1548. Udall, Erasm. Par. N. T.^ 
Pref. 10. The trashe and bagguage stuf 
. . . this man hath sifted out. 

1540. Olde, Erasm. Par. Eph.^ 
Prol. Ciiij. This popyshe baggage of 
dumme ceremonies. 

1566. Knox, Hist. Re/. Works 
(1846]), 1. 191]. Pilgremage, pardonis, and 
otheris sic baggage. 

1570. Elderton, Lenton Siuffe. 
But he diat seekest to set to sale, Suche 
baggage as ys olde and stale Heys lyke to 
tell another tale. 

1573. Tusser, Husb. (1878), 35. No 
storing of pasture with baggedlie tit. 

1576. Newton, Lemnie's Complex. 



1576. Gascoigne, Steele Glas, 79* 
When brewers put no bagage in theur 
beere. 

1570. FuLKE, HeskitCs ParU^ 240. 
To read such beastly baggage. 

1580. North, Plutarch (1676). 458. 
Hyccara, a baggage Village of the 
barbarous People. Ibid. (1580), XO03. 
Thb baggage fellow Burrus. 

1583. GoLDiNG,Ca/wV«tf« />«</. xcix. 
613. The things ... are baggagely 
trifles. Ibid. (1587)1 De Momav, xviii. 
Dust, Coales, Ashes and such other 
baggage. 

1592. Wyrley, Armorie, 147. His 
BADGAGE mind to craft was whole 
disposd. 

X603. Crosse,' Vertues Commonw. 
(1878), 117. The very scum, rascallitie, 
ana baggage of the people. 

1610. Barrough, Physicky v. vi. 
The abscession being already come to 
suppuration ... if the matter or any 
other baggage therein contained, be not 
discussed, etc. 

164a Dyke, Worthy Commun., 203. 
Thistles, nettles, and such like baggage 
trash. 

1692. Racket, Life of Williams, 
il 128. For four cellars of wine, syder, 
ale, beer, with wood, hay, com, and the 
like, stored up for a year or two, he 
gave not account of sixpence, but spent 
It upon baggage, and loose franions. 
Ibid., p. 123. Booth himself confest, m 
the hearing of those witnesses, that Pregion 
had nothing to do with that baggage 
woman. 

1757. Smollett, Reprisal {j^n\ i. 
viii. 160. I never burden my bram wxth 
unnecessary baggage. 

3. (old).— A good-for-nothing: 
man or woman : spec. = strumpet 
(B. E. : cf, Fr. bagasse, Sp. 
bagaza, Port hagasa, It. bagascia 
= harlot). Also (4) a familiar 
address to a woman, esp. a young 
woman : usually qualified by 
cunning, saucy, pretty, little, sly, 
etc. (Grose): cf. puss, rogue, 
WENCH, DRAB, etc. As ac^.= 
worthless (see sense 2), vile; 
BAGGAGERY = the rabble, the 
scum of society. Heavy bag- 
gage = (Grose and Bee) women 
and children. 
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x<8a. Stanvhurst, Mnti*\Sxtwsi\ 
xox . Whilst the sun b shyning the bagagb 
dose lodgeth in honseroofe. 

tL 1586. Sidney \CeiUury\. A spark of 
indignation did rise in her not to suffer 
such a BAGGAGE to win away anything of 
hers. 

1^89. Nashe, Martin's Month's 
Mind^ 26, Men of die best sorte (an vnfit 
match for these of the basest bacacbrib). 

1593. Harvey, Purtts Sn/fr, 
[Grosart, fyorks. II. 273]. Bibbing 
Nash, BAGGAGE Nash, swaddish Nash, 
ro^^ Nash, the bellweather of the 
scnbling flocke. 

1593. Shakspbarb, Taming' SArew, 
Induct, i. 3. Y'are a baggage, the Slies 
are no Rogues, /^id. (1593), Comedy of 
Errors t iiL i. Thou baggage ; let me in. 
Ibid. (1595), Romeo and JuUet^ iiL 5. 
Out, you green-sickness carrioa ! out 3rou 
baggage . . . Hang thee young baggage ! 
disobedient wretch. IbieL (1596), Merry 
Wives of Windsor^ iv. a. Out of my 
door, you witch, you hag, you baggage 
. . . ! out, out. Ibid. i\6o^t Pericles t iv. 
2. The poor Transylvanian is dead that 
lay with the little baggage. Ibid.^ iv. 6. 
We should have both lord and lown if 
the peevish baggage would but give way 
to customers. 

1594. Lylv, Mother Bombie^ v, 3. 
The baggage bqg^ins to blush. 

1594. Carbw, Httarte's Exam. 
Wits G6id)» ^Q* They might soundly 
sleepe on his eyes, although by Nature he 
were a baggage. 

T599. Chapman, Humourous Days 
Mirth [Shepheabd. 34. 2]. Enter the 
Maid. . . . Must you control us, you 
proud baggage, you? 

1601. Holland, PUny^ i. in. 
Catamites and shame-full baggages that 
king Alexander the Great left there. 

1601. R. Johnson, Kingdom and 
Commonw.t 81. Every common soldier 
carrying with him his she-BAGGACE. 

Z605. JoNSON, Eastward Ho^ iiL 2. 
Now, out upon thee, baggage ! 

x6ix. CoTGRAVE, Dict.. S.V. Bagasse^ 
a BAGGAGE, quean, jyll, punke, flirt. 

X613. Webster, Devits Law-Case ^ 
iv. 2. Contil. Where is our solicitor 
With the waiting woman? Ari. Room 
for the bag and baggage. 



1695. Shirley, Lmfe Tricks^ L t. 
Yoo are a baggage and not worthy of a 
man. Ibid. (1626), Maids Rev.j W. a. 
That BAGGAGE Ambitioos girl, Bermdua 

16^ DavbnanTj Wits, iiL ^. Eld. 
Pal. A concealed retirement, which her 
wisdom safely chose To hide her k>ose love. 
Thwack. Give me a baggage that has 
Inains ! Ibid (Revised at Revival, 16731), 
ii. X. The baggages About jrou are a^ 
to earn their own living . . . Too easily ; 
the more's the shame. 

1678. Cotton, Virgil Trmoestie 
(1770), 69. Nan in her answer was not 
long, For nimble Baggage of her Tongue 
She was. 

1687. Congrbvb, Old Batckehr. i. 
3. I believe the baggage loves me. IbieL 
(1694), Double Dealer, iv. 3. You fib. 
you baggagB; you do understand. Ibid. 
(1695), Love for Love, v. 2. Odd, you're 
cunning, a wary baggage ! 

1603. Robertson, PhraseoL Gen,, 
197. A baggage, or Souldier's Punk, 
ocortu$n Castrense, 

d.tyoi. Brown, Works, L 257. A 
silly raw Baggage that is ... far from 
knowing how to perform her Part in the 
Chorus of Love. 

c. 1709. Ward, Terreefilius, iL 20. 
Being a Docible Young Baggage, she 
had pick'd up as much fashionable gendlity 
... as if she had been Bred at a Boarding- 
SchooL 

17X2. Steele. SpecteUor, 450. 5. That 
Wife dying, I took another, but bodi proved 
to be idle Baggages. 

X732. Fielding, Miser, L 9. Here's 
a baggage of a daughter, who refuses the 
most advantageous match that ever was 
offered. 

1749. Smollett, Gil Bias (18x2), 
VII. vii. Ah, BAGGAGE, how many 
cavaliers wilt thou charm, if thou tumest 
actress! Ibid. (1751), Peregrine Pickle, 
xxxvii. Adsooks ! you baggage . . . 
you shouldn't want a smock nor a petd- 
coat neither, if you could have a kindness 
for a true-hearted sailor. 

X766. (^LDSMiTH, Vicar Wakefield, 
xxviii. Tell them they are two arrant 

litde BAGGAGES. 

1796. HoLMAN, Abroad and at 
Home, ii. 5. Don't hurry me, you young 
BAGGAGE . . . who are you with that 
pretty face ? 
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1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], 37. Mark my spirit, I carried off 
the little baggage. 

x832. Irving, Bracehridgt Hall, iii. 
34. She has an orphan niece, a pretty, 
soft-hearted baggage. 

1850. Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
xiL He only swore the gal was a baggage, 
and that he was devilish unlucky. 

X85X. Thackeray, En^. Hum.^ il. 
She was a disreputable, daring, laughin|;, 
painted French baggage, that conuc 



X863. Smith, Dreamthorpe, xa. 
And Beauty, who is something of a 
coquette . . . goes off in a huff. Let the 

BAGGAGE gO I 

Baqoy, <idj. (colloquial).— Inflated ; 
HIGH-FALUTIN' {q.V,\ 

x866. /;a//^a//Gtf«., 15 Dec. The 
professor's diction was verbose, and — if we 
may use a homely figiure— baggy. 

See Bag, subs. 3. 

Bagle, subs, (provincial). — A 
whore : su Tart CHalliwell). 

Bagman, subs, (sporting).— i. A 
bag-fox ; a fox caught and pre- 
served alive to be hunted another 
day, when it is brought in a bag 
and turned out before the hounds. 

18^5. ' Stonehengb,' Brit, Sports, 
I. II. IV. 5. If . . . wild cubs cannot be 
found, a bagman or two must be 
obtained. 

2. (trading). — A commercial 
traveller ; an ambassador of 
COMMERCE {q.v,)'. formerly the 
usual epithet, but now in depre- 
ciation. 

1765. Goldsmith, Essays, i. The 
bagman was telling a better story. 

1808. Wolcot, Peep round 

Academy [Works (1812), v. 360]. The 
BAG-MEN as they travel by. 

1815. Peacock, Headl. Hall, 2. 
In later days when commercial bagsmen 
b^:an to scour the country. 



1840. Thackeray, Paris Sketch 
Book, 20. After a forty hours' coach- 
journey, a BAGMAN appears as gay and 
spruce as when he started. 

1865. D. Telegraph, 13 Dec., 5. 4* 
A traveller — I mean a bagsman, not a 
tourist— arriving with his samples at a 
provincial town. 

1867. Collins, Public Schools, 363. 
Here a certain set of boys . . . used to 
sit (<:. 1793) and 'chaff' the passing bags- 
men, tor the commercial travellers to 
Rugby then rode Mrith actual saddlebags. 

Bagnio, subs, (old).— A brothel ; a 
STEW {q,v,), [Orig. a bathing- 
house]. Also BAINES. 

1 541. Elyot, Image Gov. (x549)> 6* 
In common baines and bordell houses. 

1599. Hall, Satires, vi. i. 27. As 
pure as olde Labulla from the baynes. 

1624. Massingbr, Parliament of 
Love, II. 2. To be sold to a brothel or a 
common bagnio. 

1747. Hoadley, Susp. Husband, ii. 4 
(1756), 27. Carry her to Bagnio, and there 
you may lodge with her. 

1851. Thackeray, English 

Humour, v. (1858), 243. How the 
prodigal drinks and sports at the bagnio. 

x86i. Wright, Domestic Manners in 
England during the Middle Ages, 491. 
They were soon used to such an extent 
for illicit intrigues, that the name of a 
hothouse or bagnio became equivalent to 
that of a brothel. 

Bag-OF- BONES, subs, phr, (com- 
mon).— An emaciated person or 
animal ; a walking skeleton 
{q, V. ) ; SHAPES [q, v. ). Also (old ) 

BEDFULL OF BONES and BAG- 
FUL OF SKIN AND BONES: Fr. 

sacdos {i.e. sac d dos), 

1621. Burton, Anat. Melan,, III. 
III. i. I. I have an old grim sire to my 
husband ... a bedfull op bones. 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Rout- 
ledge], s.v. 

1838. Dickens, Oliver Twist, iv. 
64. There, get down stairs, little bag o' 

BONES. 

H 
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1848. KiNGSUEY, Saints' Tragtdy^ 
IV. m. 904. I am almoct ashamed to 
punish a bag op skin and bonbs. 

1903. Lb Qubux, Ttm^tress^ U. 
Drive on, cabby, as &st as yoo can inake 
that BAG OP BONBS travel. 

Bag OF HhWM, subs, fhr. (American 
thieves'). — Connision ; topsy- 
tnrveydom. [Qy. from 'bac- 
chanals.'] Also, He sc^uints like 
a BAG OF NAILS, i,e, his eyes are 
directed as many ways as the 
points of a bag of nails (Grose). 

Bag o' Moonshine, subs phr, 
(common). — Nonsense: su 
Moonshine. 

Bag of Mystery, subs, phr. (com- 
mon). — ^A sausage or saveloy: a 

CHAMBER OF HORRORS {q.V,), 

1809. Whiteing,/*A»5/., XL The 
words doorstep and sea>rover ' . . . 'bag 

O* MYSTBRV.' 



Bag-of*tricks, subs, phr, (com- 
mon). — I. Usually THE WHOLE 
BAG-OF-TRiCKS= every shift or 
expedient. [See fable of 'The 
Fox and the Cat'] Hence the 

BOTTOM OF THE BAG OF TRICKS 

(or THE BAG)=a last resource; 
•a card up one's sleeve.' 

1659. Rbvnolds [Burton, Diary 
(1828), iv. 447]. If this be done which is 
IN TUB bottom op thb BAG, and must 
be done, we shall ... be able to buoy 
up our reputation. 

2. (venery). — The penis and 
testes. 

Bagpipe, subs, (old).— A chatter- 
box; a WIND-BAG (q,V,)i cf, 
* He's like a bagpipe, he never 
talks till his belly's full.' k&adj, 
= empty-headed, gutless {q,v, ) ; 
and as verb ^TO gas {q,v,). 



1603. Crossb, Vtrtuts Commonw. 
(1878), 103. The Seruingman, the Image 
of skiath, the baggb>pipb of vanitie, like 
a windie Instrument, soundeth nothing 
but proi^ianenease. 

161 a. Chapman, Widow's Tears^ i. 

3. Whoreson bagpipe knds 1 

1884. Christian Worlds 19 June, 463. 

4. Two fresh sermcms a week . . . firom 
the one poor dnxiing theological bag- 

PIPB. 

1850. Carlvlb, Latttrday Pamph,^ 
v. z6o. Such parliamentary bagpipbs I 
myself have heard play tunes. 

Bag- PUDDING, subs, phr, (old).— 
A clown : cf, jack-pudding. 

Su Bag, subs. i. 

Bag-wig, subs, phr, (old).— An 
eighteenth century wig : the back 
hiur was enclosed in an orna- 
mental bag : hence bag-wigged 
= wearing a bag- wig. 

1760. FooTE, Minor [Ouphant, 
New £ifg,t ii. 179. There are the new 
substantives], bag wig. . . . 

1766. Anstbv, BatA Guide^ x. 60. 
Bag-wig, and lac'd Ruffles, and black 
Solitaire. 

1775. Shbridan, St. Patrick's Day. 
ii. 4. (1883), 236. Pig-tailed lawyers and 
bag-wiggbd attorneys. 

1850. Irving, Goldsmith^ xxv. 3^3. 
Walking the Strand in grand array with 
BAG-WIG and sword. 

x866. HowBLLS, Venetian Life^ xxi. 
Expect at every turn to come upon in- 
triguing spectres in bag-wigs, immense 
hoops and patches. 



BA-HA, subs. 

Bronchitis. 



phr, (tailors').- 



Bah, intj, and verb, (colloquial). — 
An exclamation of contempt or 
disgust : Yx, bah\ 

[1600. Dbkkbr, Gentle Crafi 

[IVoriSf I. 40]. Away she flung . . . nor 
said bih nor bah.] 



mg 



1817. BvRON, Be/^t xxxii. Dread- 
the deep damnation of his ' bah.* 
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1838. Dickens, Old Curiosity Shop 
(CD. ed.), 33. Mr Richard . . . spends 
all his money on his friends and is Bah I'd 
for his pains. 

1848. KiNGSLEY, Saints* Tragtdy. 
iii. 3. Bah I priest 1 What can this 
Marpurg-madness do for me? 

</. 1859. De Quincey, Works (C«»- 
turj^. Twenty-five years ago the vile 

S'aculation Bah ! was utterly unknoMm to 
e British public. 

Bail. Straw-bail (or straw- 
shoes), subs, phr. (old).— I. 
Professional bail: see Straw. 
Also (2) insufficient bail (modern). 

To GIVE (or take) leg- 
bail, verb, phr. (common). — To 
escape ; to be indebted to one's 
legs for safety : see Bunk. Also 
TO take leg-bail and give 
land-security. 

1775. Adair, American Indians^ 
277. I had concluded to use no chivalry, 
but GIVE them leg-bail instead of it, by 
. . . making for a deep swamp. 

1815. Scott, Guy Mannering^ iii. 
*I e'en gae them leg-bail, for there's 
nae ease in dealing wi' quarrelsome fowk.' 

184X. Marryat, Poacher, xxii. 
Given them leg-bail, I swear. 

Bail up (or Bale up), verb. 
Australian). — 5i;^quots. 1898 and 
1888. 

1844. Meredith, ^l^otes and Sketches 
of New South Wales. 132. The bush- 
rangers . . . walk quickly in, and 'bail 
UP,' i.e. bind with ^ cords, or otherwise 
secure, die male portion. 

1847. Marjoribanks, Travels in 
New South Wales, 72. There were eight 
or ten buUock-teams baled up by three 
mounted busiirangers. Being baled up 
is colonial for those who are attacked, who 
are afterwards all put together, and 
guarded by one of the party of the bush- 
rangers when the others are plundering. 

1855. HowiTT, Two Years in 
Victoria, iL 309. So long as that is 
wrong, the whole community will be 
wrong,— in colonial phrase, 'bailed up' 
at the mercy of its own ten?mts. 



1 86a. \A.oYt>,Thirty'threeYears,ttc., 
192. 'Come, sir, immediately, . . . bail 
up in that comer, and prepare to meet the 
death you have so long deserved.' 

1879. Barry, Up and Down, 112. 
She BAILED ME UP and asked me if I was 
going to keep my prombe and marry her. 

1880. Senior, Travel and Trout, 
36. His troutship, having neglected to 
secure a line of retreat, was, in colonial 
parlance, ' bailed up.' 

1880. Walch, Victoria in 1880, 
133. The Kelly gang . . . bailed up 
some forty residents in the local public 
house. 

1880. Blackwood s Mag,, July, 91. 
' Bail up ! Bail up 1 * shout the two red- 
veiled attackers, revolvers in hand. 

1885. Finch - Hatton, Advance 
Australia, 105. A little further on the 
boar ' bailed up ' on the top of a ridge. 

1888. Boldrewood, Robbery under 
Arms, 368. A rum go . . . same talk for 
cows and Christians. That's how things 
get stuck into the talk in a new country. 
Some old hand like father, . . . assigned 
to a dairy settler . . . had taken to the 
bush and tried his hand at sticking up 
people. When ... he wanted 'em to 
stop, ' Bail up, d— yer,' would come a deal 
quicker and more natural-like to his tongue 
than * Stand.' So ' bail up ' it was from 
that day to this. 

1890. Nisbet, Bail up I [Title]. 

1896. Lillard, Poker Stories, 210. 
An ' agent ' entered the car with an order 
to ' bail up.' 

1898. Morris, Austral-English, s.v. 
Bail up 1 (i) To secure the head of a cow 
in a bail for milking. (2) By transference, 
to stop travellers in the bush, used of 
bushrangers. . . It means generally to 
stop. Like stick up {q.v.), it is often used 
humorously of a demand for subscriptions, 
etc. 

Bain. See'BA.Qmo, 

Bairn '8- BED, stibs. phr, (Scots).— 
The womb. 

1549. Compl. Scot., 67. And vomans 
bayrnis bed. 

1863. Provinc. Glos., 'Danby, s.v. 
She's got a swelling on the bairn-bed, 
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Bait, subs, (common). — i. Anger ; 
a WAX (f. p.). 

1 88s. Anstkv, Vict'VertA^ v. I 
olvoa ... as if nocfaing was the 
Tbat put the Proctor in a bait. 



2. (old legal).— A fee ; a re- 
fresher (f. 9.x 

1603. Flokio, Momimigngy 11. jdL 
Have you paid him [a Lawyer] well, have 
yoa given him a good bait or fee? 

Wblsh (or Scotch) bait, 
subs, pkr, (common! » A rett, 

S'ven to a hone, at the top of a 
U ; a BRSATHBE (f.V.). 

i66a. FuLLBR, WortMuSt tv. 7. 
BAlTlN«*tTOCK, subs. pkr. (oldX— 
A laughing-stock. 

2630. Taylor, Works^ [Narks]. I 
a common rqaroadi, a scome, a bye- word, 
and BAvmiG-STOCKK to the poysonovs 
teeth crf'envy and slander. 

Baitlano, subs, (nautical).— 5«^ 
quots. 

1735. Db Foa, Voy, Round World 

(18^), Z33. A BAIT-LAND, OT pOSt of re- 

n-esnment. 

1867. Smyth, Sailors* Word Book^ 
s.v. Baitland. An old word, formerly 
used to signify a port where refreshments 
could be procured. 

Bake, 7)erb, (Winchester G)lkge). 
— ^To rest ; to sit (or lie) at ease. 
Hence baker =(i) a cushion; 
and (2) anything to sit (or kneel) 
upon, as a blotting-book, etc 
[Bakers were of two kinds ; that 
used in 'G)llege' was large, 
oblong ahd green: whilst the 
'G>mmoners' baker was thin, 
narrow, much smaller, and red.] 
Whence baker- layer (obs.)=a 
Junior who carried a Praefect's 
green BAKER in and out of Hall 
at meal-times. Also bakester 
(obs.) = a sluggard ; baking- 
LEAVE (obs.)ss(l) permission TO 



BAKB (spec on a kind of sofin) 
in a study in ' Commoners' or in a 
scoB-PLACB (f.v.) in College, and 
(a) leave to sit in anothers toys 
\q,v,) ; BAKING - PLACB ^ any 
place in which to bakb, or in 
connection with which baking 
lbavb was given. [North, dial : 
beek (or beak)^\,o expose oneself 
to the genial warmth of sun. fire, 
etc, to bask. Jaiiibson: heik 
beke, beek^XoXM^ 

c, isap. Wokungt [Cott Horn., 960]. 
Al ))at pinende ^ ne walde ham punche 
bote a so(te bxkimob baQ. 

1375* Barboor, Bmcty xix. ^59. 
Ane ynglish man, that lay bbkamd Hym 
by a lyre. 

c, xjpo. Bono Flor,t 99. A gode fyre 
. . . To bbyks hys boones by. 

c, 1400. Vwaine mt$d Gmo.t X4S. 9. 
That Knyght es nothing to set by That 
. . . legges BBKBAND inhts bed. 

15^ Brbnob, QmmHus Curtms^ il 
iL I>K>genes . . . was bbkinc of hymself 
iny*sunne. 

c, 1568. Wi/g AmcAtermttcJUy [Laing. 
IL 59], 19. And saw the W3^baith dry ami 
dene. And sittand at ane fyre, bbikand 

1577. Kendall (Wrench]. At 
home we take our ease and beaks our- 
selves in rest. 

1648. Symmons, ViudicaHoM CMms, 
/. [Wrench]. Bbakinc himself in the 
midst of his luxuries. 

c. 1659. Brome, Queene^s Exch.^ ii. 
9. Our Masters sludge to give us wood 
Enough to make a beaking Bonfire. 

X75CX Ramsay, GtniU Skepkgrd 
[Works, II. 95]. She and her cat sit 
BBBKiNC in her yard. 

Phrases. To bake one's 

BREADS to PUNISH (q.V,\ to DO 

FOR (g,v, ) ; * As they brew, so 
let them bake* (prov. sa]ring)= 
' Let them go on as they have 
begun; 'I must go and bake 
some bread ' (a jocular excuse for 
departure). 



Digitized by 



Google 



Baked, 



IIS 



Baker-kneed, 



e. 1380. Sir FemmbrmSf 577. For 
euere my bred had bb bake ; myn lyf 
dawes had be tynt. 

1590. Porter, Two Angry Womtn 
(1841), 82. Euen AS they brew, so let 

THEM BAKE. 

1675. Cotton, Scoffer Scofft, 150. 
I should do very imprudently . . . Either 
to meddle or to make : But as they brew, 

so LET 'UM BAKE. 

Baked, ppL cuij. (common). — 
Collapsed ; exhausted ; done up ; 
eg, 'toward the end of the 
course the crew were regularly 

BAKBD.' 

Half- (or dough-) baked, 
adj, pkr, (colloquial). — I. In- 
conclusive ; impemct. Also (2) 
dull-witted, soft (g,v,): su 
Half-baked, adding quots. 1864 
and 1866. 
1592. Lilly, Midas^ ii. a. A r«ason 

doW-BAKED. 

1864. Notes and Queries^ 3 S., vi. 
4^. 2. He is only half-baked — put in 
with the bread, and taken out with the 
cakes. 

d. x866. Fairholt [Lilly, tVoris, ii. 
264. Note]. The^ peasantry in the mid- 
lands say of an idiotic person, * he is only 

HALP-BAKED.' 

Baker, su6s, (old).— i. Bakers, 
against whom severe penalties 
for impurity of bread or shortness 
of weight were enacted from very 
early tmies, have been the subject 
of much colloquial sarcasm: see 
quots. 

1562. Heywoop, Proverbs (1967), 47* 
I feare we parte not ytet. Quoth the baker 
to the pylorie. 

1598. Stow, Survey (163a), 208. A 
Pillone for the punishment o« Bakers, 
offending in the assize of bread. 

x6o2. Shakspbarb. Hamlety iv. ^. 
They say the owl was a bakers 



42. 

DAUGHTER. 



1604. Dekker, 



Honest Whore 
Are not Bakers' 



[»^tff**ri873),ii. 122]. 

ARMBS the skales of lustice? yet b not 

their bread light. 



1660. HowBLL, ProoerhSf ix. He 
take no leave of jrou, quoth the Baker to 
the Pillory. 

1675. Ray, Proverbs, 'Miscellane- 
ous.' Three dear years will raise a 
baker's daughter to a portion. ' Tb 
not the smallness of the bread, but the 
knavery of the baker. Ibid.y * Relating 
to . . . Trades.' Take all, and pay the 

BAKER. 

2857. Notes and Qnertes, 21 Mar. 
Pull Devil, Pull Baker, in England's the 
cry. 

1888. Bolorewood, Robbery Under 
Arms, zxxvii. It's all fair pulling, * pull 
DEVIL, PULL BAKER ' ; someone has to 
get the worst of it. Now it's us [bush- 
rangers], now it's them [the police] that 
gets . . . rubbed out. 

2. (American). — A loafer. [The 
word is generally attributed to 
Baron de Mandat Grancey, who, 
in Cowboys and Colonels^ inno- 
cently translated the word 
* loafer 'as BAKER.] 

To SPELL BAKER (coUoquial). 
— To attempt a difficult task. 
[In old speUing books * baker' 
was often the tost word of two 
syllables to which a child came 
when learning to spell.] 

1869. Longfellow, New England 
Trdgetues. If an old man will marry a 
young wife, why then — why then — why 
then — he must spell baker. 

Baker - kneed, (or Baker- 
LEQGED), adj, phr, (common).— 
I. Klnock-kneed ; bow-legged : 
hence (2) effeminate (Grose). 

1607. Dekker, Westward Hoe, ii. 
2. Will women's tongues, like bakers' 
LEGS, never go straight ? 

161 1. CoTGRAVE, Diet,, s. v. lorretter 
. . . Baker-legd, that goes in at the 
knees. 

1652. Gaulb, Hagastront, i86. 
Baker-kneed signifies effeminate. 

1656. Du Gard, Gate Lai, Unl., 
292. He that is baker-legged rubs his 
knees against one another. 
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1656. Arti/. Hm$uUom, (1663X 79* 
The onhandaome warpings of bow L^igs 
and BAKBR Fbkt. 

1650. Ludy AUmony (Dodslkv, Old 
Plays (HazuttX mv. 361]. His puny 

BAKBR-LKGS. 

1675. Ray, Proverbs^ * Rdadnff . . . 
to trades.' He should be a bakes by his 
bow.LBGS. 

1693. L'EsTRANGB. Life 0/ jSso^, 
JEaop . . . was . . . ftat«no8ed, hunch- 
backed, blabber.Upp'd, . . . big-bcUy'd, 
bakbr>lbgg'd. 

1754. Martin, £ng: Diet, (a ed.). 
Bakbr-lbgg'd, straddling, with the l^s 
bowing outward. 

1784. Barry, Lect, Art., 11. (1848X 
94. Knocked or bakbr knbbs. 

1812. CoLMAN, PoeiiceU Vagaries^ 
13. Hb voice had broken to a gruffish 
squeak. He had grown blear-eyed, baker- 
KNEED, and gummy. 

1 87 1. Fipire Trainingyji^, Baker's 
KNEE, as it IS called, or an mclining in- 
wards of the right knee-joint until it closely 
resembles the ri^ht side of a letter K, is 
the almost certam penalty of habitually 
bearing any burden <A bulk in the right 
hand. 

BAKER'S Dozen (or Bargain), 

subs, phr, (old). —I. Thirteen 
counted as twelve : sometimes 
fourteen (Grose and Bbb). Hence 
(2)=good measure : e,g, TO give 

A MAN A baker's DOZEN =tO 

trounce him well. Also brown- 
dozen {q, V, ) ; devil's-dozen (cf. 
Baker i, and Fr. doulan£er= 
devil) ; and round-dozen {see 
Round). [Bakers were (and are) 
liable to heavy penalties for de- 
ficiency in the weights of loaves : 
these were fixed for every price 
from eighteenpence down to two- 
pence, but penny loaves or rolls 
were not specified in the statute. 
Bakers, therefore, to be on the 
safe side, gave, for a dozen of 
bread, an additional loaf, known 
as 'inbread.' A similar custom 
was formerly observed with regard 
to coal, and publishers nowa- 
days reckon thirteen copies of a 
book as twelve. 



1596 Nashb. Saffron WakUn 
[IVorks^ III. ii.]. Conio^in^ with his 
aforesaid Doctor Brother in eightie eight 
browne bakbr's dozbn of Almanackes. 

1598. Florid, Worlde of WordtSt 
8.V. Sorqna^ a dosen, namely of ^g 
as we say. a baker's dozbn, that is 
teene to the dosen. 

1500. CooKB, Tu Quoqtu [Dodsley, 
Old Plays (Reed), vii. ^o. Mine's a 
baker's dozen : Master Bubble, tell your 
money. 

1610. Hudson [naming a group of 
thirteen or fourteen islands on the east 
shore of Hudson's Bay], La Douzainb du 

BOULANGER. 

d. i6aq. Fletcher, Poems^ 131. This 
strings the baker's dozen, christens all The 
cross-legd hours of time since Adam's 
fall. 

1651. Cleaveland. Poems [Nares]. 
Pair-royall headed Ceroerus his cozen; 
Hercules labours were a baker's dozen. 

1694. MOTTEUX, Rabelais^ v. xxii. 
We saw a knot of others, about a baker's 
dozen in number, tippling under an arbour. 

1706. Ward, Wooden World, 67. 
The King ... is the only Almanack- 
maker for his Money, who honestly 
stretches them out to a Baker's Dozen. 

Z733. Fielding, Don Quixote,, iii. vi. 
I dare swear there were a good round 
baker's dozen, at least. 

Z774. Bridges. Burlesque Homer , 
444. The moment tnat this loving cousin 
Awak'd he saw a baker's dozen Of 
Thradans kill'd. 

1833. Nares, (7iS9jj/K^j s.v. Baker's- 
DOZEN . . . originally devil's dozen . . . 
the number of witches at table together in 
their sabbaths. Hence thirteen at table. 
The baker . . . a very unpopular character 
in former times, seems to have been sub- 
stituted for the devil. \Abrideed.\ 

1825. Scott, St, Ronan's Well, lacml. 
'As to your lawyer, 3rou get just your 
guinea's worth from him— not even so much 
as the baker's bargain, thirteen to the 
dozen.' 

1850. Riley, Siher A thus, Pref. 68. 
These dealers . . . [Hucksters] on pur- 
chasing their bread from the bakers, were 
privil^ed by law to receive thirteen batches 
for twelve, and this would seem to have 
been the extent of their profits. Hence the 
expression, still in use, 'A baker's 

DOZEN.' 
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1903. D. Maily 6 Mar.. 4. 3. Quite 
a baker's dozen of would-be^ testifiers 
... to the marvellous story of their * cures.' 

Baker's Light Bobs (military).— 
The loth Hussars. 

Bakes, subs, (American thieves').— 
A schoolboy. 

2. (American). — An original 
stake : chiefly schoolboys' : e,g, 
*When I get my bakes back 
I shall stop playing. ' [Bartlett : 
in reference possibly to a baker 
not always getting his bake safely 
out of the oven.] 

Bakester, Baking-leave, Bak- 
ing-place, etc. See Bake. 

Balaam, subs, (printers').— Mis- 
cellaneous paragraphs for 
filling up a column of type : 
PADDING (q*v,): applied either 
to MS. copy or stereo. Hence 

BALAAM-BOX (or -BASKET) = (l) 

a receptacle for such matter ; 
and (2) a waste-paper basket. 
[Webster : * a cant term * : 
popularised by Blackwood^ in 
which Noctes Ambrosiana ap- 
peared. See Numbers xxii. 30.] 

1829-36. Wilson, Noctes Ambrost- 
ana^ 11. xxvi. Bring in Balaam, and 
place him on the table. 

1826. Scott, Mai. Maiagr.^ iii. 3. 
How much Balaam (speaking techm- 
cally) I have edged out of your valuable 
paper. 

1827. Blackm. Mag.y xxi. 340. 
Several dozen letters on the same subject 
now in our Balaam-box. 

1839. Loch ART, Scott ^ Ux. (1842), 
622. Balaam is the cant " *~- 



for 
asinine paraoaphs about monstrous 
productions of nature and the like, 
kept standing in type to be used when- 
ever the real news of the day leaves an 
awkward space that must be filled up 
somehow. 

1861. A.K.H.B., Recr, Country 
Parson^ 2. 59 S. Rubbishing articles 
which are at present consigned to the 
Balaam-box. 



X873. Hall, Modem Enelish^ 17. 
An essay for the Edifdmrgh Review, in 
*the old unpolluted English language,' 
would have been consigned by the editor 
to his Balaam-basket. 

1877. Notes and Queries, 5 S. vii. 
270. a. At the risk of getting into your 
Balaam-box, I venture to record the 
whole contents of my bundle. 

BALACLAVA- DAY, subs. (military). 
—A soldier's pay day. [Bala- 
clava in 1854-6 was a base of 
supply for English troops: as 
pay was drawn, the men went 
down to make their purchases.] 

Balance, subs, (commercial : orig. 
American, now general). — ^The 
remainder; the rest: cf, 'lave' 
(Scots) and * shank' (as * in the 
shank of the evening '). 

1846. Albany Jo., 7 Tan. The yawl 
returned to the wreck, took ten or eleven 
persons and landed them, and then went 
and got the balance from the floating 
cabin. 

x86i. Boston Transcript, 27 Dec. 
We listened to Wendell Phillips, [but] 
having an engagement elsewhere, we were 
forced to leave, and so lost the balance of 
his oration. 

1864. Webster, Diet., s.v. [The 
first dictionary to record the usage.] 

1875. Blackwoods Mag., April, 443- 
Balance, long familiar to American ears, 
is becoming so to ours. In an account of 
a ship on fire we read, 'Those saved 
remained the balance^ of the night watch- 
ing the burning wreck.' 

1883. Fitzgerald, Recr. Liter. 
Man, 170. Everyone is away shooting or 
riding ; a balance of the ladies is left. 

BALBU8, subs. (University).— A 
Latin prose composition, [From 
the frequency with which Balbus 
is mentioned in Arnold's LaHn 
Prose Composition.^ 



1870. Quarterly 
was in constant use. 



Review. Balbus 
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Baldcoot, subs, (old).— i. A term 
of contempt : cf, baldhbad. 
[The frontal pkte of the coot is 
destitute of feathers.] Hence 
BALD AS A cooT=:as bald as may 
be [Tyndale, Works (1530X 
iL 224, S.V.]. 

[i6i6. Beaumont and Flbtchbs, 
Kn. 0/ Malta, L x. Unfledge them of 
their . . . perriwigs. And they appear 
hke BALiMXxyrBS in the nest.] 

1833. Byron, Juan, xiv. bcxxm. 
The BALD^rooT bully, Alexander. 

1848. KiNGSLBY, Saints' Tragtdy, 
ni. iv. 176. Your ininceases, that . . . 
demean themselves to hob and nob with 
these black baldicoots [/.r. monks with 
shaven crowns] ! 

2. (old).— i^^quot. 

1823. Beb, Diet, Turf., s.v. Pigeon, 
a . . . [young man] who parts with his 
blunt freely at gambling, and b rooked : 
older persons also stay and get plucked 
somedmes, until they have not a feather to 
fly with. Such men, after the plucking, 
become balimxhtts. 

Balderdash, subs, (old and still 
colloquial).--(i) Froth or frothy 
liquid; (2) a jumble of liquors 
(B. £. and Grose) : e,g, brandy 
(or milk) and beer, milk and rum, 
etc.: also as z^^^sto 'dash' 
with another liquid, and hence 
to adulterate (Gross); (3) a 
jumble of words, nonsense, trash ; 
and (4) *lewd conversation' 
(Grose), obscenity, scurrility. 
[O.E.D. : From the evidence at 
present the inference b that the 
current sense was tnmsferred . . . 
with the notion of * frothy talk.' 
Century \ Of obscure origin, 
apparently dial or slang.] 

1598. Nashe, Saffron WaleUn. To 
Reader. Two blunderkins, hailing their 
braines stuft with nought but balderdash. 
Ibid, (1599), Lenten Stuffe, 8. They 
would no more . . . have meir heads 
washed with his bubbly spume or barbers' 

BALDERDASH. 



i6xx. Crafman, Mayday ^ iiL 4. 
S'fut winesncker, idiat have you fild us 
heere? Balderdash? 

1699. JoNSON, New Inn. i, s. Beer, 
or butter-ixulk, mingled together ... To 
drink such balderdash I 

1637. Taylor, Drink and IVek, 
rWoRCESTBR]. Beer, by a mixture of 
wine hath lost both name and nature, and 
is called Balderdash. 

1641. Heywood, Reader, Here 
ycn'U, etc., 6. Where sope hath fayl'd 
without. Balderdash wines within will 
worke no doubL 

1674. Marvell, Reh. Transp,, iL 
343. Bid ever Divine rattle out such 
prophane Balderdash ! 

1674. DuRPEY, Pills, iiL 304. When 
Thames was balderdashed with Tweed. 

1694. MoTTEUX, Rabelais, v. zlvL 
Will he ... go shite out his nasty rhym- 
ing BALDERDASH in some bog-house? 
laid, (1703) Prologue to Farquhar's 
Inconstant, Poets, Tike vintners, balder- 
DASH and iHrew Your surly scenes. 

Z714. Milbourne, Traitor's Rew,, 
Prcf. Was ever God's word so balder* 
dash'd? 

^ X766. Smollett, Travels, xix. The 
wine merdiants of Nice brew and balder- 
dash and even mix it with pigeon's dung 




the juice of sloes. 



1777. Horne Tooke, Trial, 25. I 
heard him charge this publication with 
ribaldry, scurrOity, billingsgate, and 

BALDERDASH. 

1809. Malkin, Gil Bias [Smol- 
lett], 147. Nothing but flimsy balder- 
dash in their talk. Ilnd,, 197. I was 
a walking budget of balderdash. 

x8ia. Edin, Rev,, xx. 419. The 
balderdash which men must talk at 
popular meetings. 

xSax. Irving [Warner, Li/e (X882), 
136]. A fostered growth of poetry and 
romance, and balderdashed wiUi fidse 
sentiment. 

1849. Macaulay, Hist, Eng., i, 351. 
I am almost ashamed to quote such 
nauseous balderdash. 

18^4. Thackeray, Newcomes, i, 10. 
To denle the ears of young boys with this 
wicked balderdash. 
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1865. Caklylb, Frtd, Great, «. vii. 
V. 387. No end florid inflated tautologic 
ornamental balderdash. 

x9oa Orifpiths, Fast and Loose, 
xzix. He had hourd amidst much balder* 
DASH something that might be useful. 

Bald- FACE, subs, phr. (American). 
—New whiskey ; * warranted to 
kill at forty rods.' Baldfaced 
= NEAT (q.v,). 

Bald-faced Shirt, subs, (Ameri- 
can).— A white shirt : cf. Boiled 

SHIRT. 

Bald-faced Stag, subs, phr, 
(common). — A bald-headed man ; 
Bladder of lard. 

Baldhead (or PATE), subs, (old). 
— -A term of contempt (cf, first 
section of auot. 1603): also 
BALDY. [Ot Biblical origin.] 
Hence BALTiTUDE=a state of 
baldness; his balditude = a 
mock title; and baldheaded- 
ROW = the first row of stalls at 
theatres, especially at leg-shops 
{q.v.), 
I53S* Coverdale, BUfle, 2 Kings iL 

aq. Come vp here thou balde heads 

[WyCLIF =s BALLARD]. 

1601. Dent, Pathway to Heaven, 
131. Mocked . . . Elisha calling him 

BALD-HEAD, BALD-PATE. 

1603. Shakspeare, Meas./or Meas., 
V. I. Come hither, good man baldpate. 
Ibid, You BALDPATED, lying rascal. 

1821. Byron, Foscari, iii. i. 244. 
Held in the bondage often bald-heads. 

1865. Noel, Richter's Flower Pieces 
(1871), I. V. 141. But had solicited the 
BALD-PATES in vain. 

1882. Clemens, Huck. Finn, 187. 
Trouble has done it ; trouble has brung 
these gray hairs and this jwremature 

BALDITUDE. 

1900. Flynt, Tramp, with Tramps. 
384. The BALDY 'e comes himself 'n' asted 
what I wanted. 



Baldheaoed, adj\ (American).— 
Eagerly; with might and main. 
[Bartlett : as when one rushes 
out without his hat.] 

1848. Lowell, Biglow Papers, 6. I 
scent which pays the best, an' then Go 
into it baldheaded. 

1869. Our Youn^ Folks [De VereI. 
Whenever he had made up his mind to do 
a thing he went at it baldheaded. 

1888. Pall AfaU Gas., a^ J unt. The 
Chicago Republicans . . . have gone 
baldheaded for protection. 

TOSNATCH BALDHEADED,^^*. 

phr, (American).— To defeat a 
person in a street fight. 

1871. Grant White, IVords and 
ThHr Uses. The crowd than gave a 
specimen of calumny broke loose. And 

said I'd SNATCHED HIM BALDHEADED, and 

likewise cooked his goose. 

Baldheaded - hermit , subs, 
phr, (venery).— The penis \ see 
Prick. 

BALDOBER (or Baldower), subs, 
(thieves*).— A leader ; a spokes- 
man [Ger.]. 

Bald-rib, w^^./Ar. (common).— 
A lean person; a walking- 
skeleton {q,v,). 

162 1. MiDDLETON, Mayor of Quin, 
iii. 3. Thou art such a spiny baldrib, all 
the mistresses in the town will never get 
thee up. 

BALDUCTUM, subs, (old).— Non- 
sense ; rubbish : as adj, = affected, 
trashy (in quot. 1595 = an affected 
writer). 

1577. HoLiNSHED, Chron., 11. 29. 2. 
The Irish doubtlessc repose a great affiance 
in this BALDUCKTUM dreame. 



1583. Stanyhurst, yEneis, 'Ded.' 
[Arber], 10. Their rude rythming and 

BALDUCKETOME ballads. 

1593. Harvey, Pierces Superog., 139. 
The stalest dudgen or absurdest balduc- 
tum that they or their mates can invent. 
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1595* PoUmmnttim, (Narks]. Every 
BALDUCTUM oiakcs divinc poetrie to be bat 
bue rime. 

1596. Harrington, Ulysses upon 
Aj'ax, Besides, what balouctum play is 
notfiiUoftbemt 

1617. Collins, De/. Bp. Ely. \\. viii. 
995. Will this BALDUCTUM neuer be left? 

Balfour's Maiden, subs, (obsolete 
Parliamentary). — A covered 
battering-ram : used by the Royal 
Irish G>nstabulary in carrying out 
evictions in Ireland (1888-9). 

1889. Sir Wm. Vkrnon Harcourt, 
speech [Daily News, 11 ADrilj. Now at 
Letterkenny, Mr. Baifour has introduced 
a new invention ... an iron-headed 
^iked battering>ram to be used in carrying 
out the evictions. Why, really, gentlemen, 
. . . you find instruments called 'The 
Scavenger's Daughter,' and ' The Maiden,' 
... I think this last pattern of ram of Mr. 
Balfour's might be called ' The Unionist's 
Daughter '—Hfloud laughter)— or it might be 
christened * Balfour s Maiden.' 

Ball, subs, (old).— i. The head: 

also BALL IN THE HOOD; 

billiard-ball, etc 

c. 1300. KingAlis^ 6481. Mony of his 
knyghtisgode Ix>ren theo balles in hbors 

HODB. 

c. 1325. Ccmr de Z... 4523. Mfen of 
armes the swerdes outl>reyde ; Ballbs 
out op hoodbs, soone they pleyde. 

c, 1460. Townley Myst., 17. I shrew 

thi BALLS UNDER THI HODB. 

c, 1500. Rabin Hood (Ritson), L 1454. 
He ne shall lese his hede. That is the best 

BALL IN his HODB. 

2. (prison). — A ration : food or 
drink. 

3. (vulgar).— 5«^ Ballocks. 

4. (Winchester). — In //.=a 
Junior in G>llege: his dutv is 
to collect footballs from lockers 
in school and take them through 
to the Ball-keeper in G>mmoners 
to be blown or repaired. The 
Ball-kbbpbe is an Inferior who, 



for service in looking after cricket 
and foot-balls, is exempted from 

KICKING-IN {jJ.V.) and WATCH- 
ING OUT {q.V.), 

Phrases. To catch (or 
take) the ball before the 
BOUND= to anticipate; TO HAVE 
the ball at one's foot (or 
BEFORE one) = to have in one's 
power (or at one's finger-ends) ; 

TO OPEN THE BALL = to lead off, 

to make a start; TO keep the 

BALL ROLLING (or KEEP UP THE 

ball) = to prevent a matter flag- 
ging or hanging fire ; to take 
UP THE BALL = to take one's turn ; 
whence * the ball's with you '= 
you're next. 

1580. PuTTBNHAM, Eng^. Poesy. iiL 
xix. We do preuent them . . . ana do 
CATCH THE BALL (as they are wont to say) 

BEFORE IT COME TO THE GROUND. 

1645. Howell, Letters, iv. o. It 
concerns you not to be over>hasty herein 

not to TAKE THE BALL BEFORE THB 
BOUND. 

1661. Papers on Alt. Prayer-Book, 

24. You HAVE THE BALL BEFORE YOU, 

and have the wind and sun, and the power 
of contending without controll. 

1781. Bentham, To G. Wilson 
[IVorks (1843), X. 104]. I put a word m 
now, and then to keep the ball up. 

c. 1800. Auckland, Corresp. (1862), 
III. 416. We have the ball at our 
FEET, and if the Government will allow us 
. . . the rebellion will be crushed. 

1809. Wellington \Gurw. Dis- 
patches, v. 365]. If the Spaniards had 
not lost two armies lately, we should keep 
UP the ball for another year. 

z8i2. Byron. TValtz, xiiL Note. 
Waltz and the battle of Aiisterlitz are . . . 
said to have opened the ball together. 

1876. Eton Chronicle. 20 July. He 
who opened the ball and who saw them 
all fall. Scarce deserved that defeat m 
one innings. 

1878. Eliot, Coll. Breakfast P., 345. 
Louder Rosencranz Took up thb ball. 

X887. Haggard, Allan Quaterm., 
xi. Sir Henry opened the ball by 
firing at the three*parts grown young one. 
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Call the ball, tntj. phr, 
(Stonyhurst).--The • Foul ! ' of 
Association football. 

Three brass (or golden) 
BALLS. See Three balls. 

Ballad- BASKET, subs, phr, (old). 
— A street singer : su Street 
PITCHER, Fr. braillard. 

Ballad-monger, subs, phr, (old 
colloquial). — I. A ballad-maker : 
in contempt: hence ballad- 

MONGERING. 

1596. Shakspbarb, X Hen. IV. ^ Ui. 
T. 130. I had rather be a Kitten, and cry 
mew, Then one of these same Meeter 
Balladmongbrs. 

1756. Wharton, Ess. Pope (1782), i. 
vii. 356. Villon was merely a pert and 

insipid BALLAD>MONGBR. 

1778. Sheridan, Rivals, ii. i. To 
make herself the pipe and ballad- 
monger of a circle ! 

1809. Bryon, Bards and Rev.y xii. 
Behold the ballad-monger Southey rise ! 
/^tt^,Ar^.(MS.X The poet . . . reviledi 
Walter Scott for . . . ballad-monger- 

ING. 

Ballahou, subs, (nautical).— 'A 
term of derision applied to an 
ill-conditioned slovenly ship ' 
{Century) ; *a West Indian clipper 
schooner : apparently she may 
also be a brig to jvdge from The 
Cruise of the Mid^e^ (Clark 
Russell). 

Ballambanqjanq— The Straits 
of Ballambangjang, subs, phr, 
(nautical). — ' Though unnoticed 
by geographers, are frequently 
mentioned in sailors' yarns as 
being so narrow, and the rocks 
on each side so crowded with 
trees inhabited by monke3rs, that 
the ship's yards cannot be squared, 
on account of the monkeys' tails 
getting jammed into, and choking 
up, the brace blocks.' — Hotten, 



Ballast, subs, (common). — 
Money : generic : see Rhino. 
Hence well- ballasted = rich. 

Ball Face, subs, (American negro). 
— A white man [Bartlett : 
applied at Salem, Mass.^ 1810- 
1820]. 

Ball-keeper. See Ball, subs, 4. 

Ball-MY-NAQ, subs. phr. (vencry). 
— Th<tp€nis\ j«^ Prick. [Ball 
=a generic name for a horse.] 

C.1707. Old Ballad. 'The Trooper 
Watering His Nag' [Farmer, Merry 
Songs aftd Ballads {iZ^)^ i. 192]. When 
Night came on to Bed they went, . . . 
W&t b this so stiff and warm, . . . 'Tis 
Ball my nag — he will do you harm. 

Ballock, subs, (once literary : not 
now in polite use). — A testicle : 
also ballock-stone; and (short) 
BALL. Hence ballock-cod= 
the scrotum ; ballocks ! (or all 
BALLS!)=a derisive retort (cf, 
Cojones^z, Spanish oath). As 
verb (TO go ballocking, or 
DO A ballocking) = to copulate : 
see Ride: also (of women) to 

GET A PAIR OF BALLS AGAINST 
one's butt. Also TO GET UP TO 

one's BALLS = to effect intro- 
mission. Whence to make 
BALLS OF=to make a mistake; 

go to WRONG {q.V.\ TO BUGGER 

(or BITCH) UP (q,v, ). Ballocks- 
STONES = a term of endearment 
(Palsgrave, Acolastius^ 1540). 

c, zooo. Glossary\Wrighi^ Vocab., 365. 
Testiculiy beallucas. /Wrf., 539. Omem- 
brana^ balluc cod. Ibid., 677. Piga, 
ballokb code. 

[?] MS. Bib. Re^., 17 A. iii. f. 
149. For swellinge of ballokis [a 
medical receipt]. 

1382. Wyclip, BibUy Levit. xxii. 94. 
Al beeste that . . . kilt and taken away 
the ballokes b. [Auth. Ver.s'that is 
. . . cut.'] 
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c, Z46a Tonmelty Myst.t 236. I have 
brysten both my balok stones, So fiut 
hy«d I hcdyr. 

i486. Bk. St, Atbmtu, 'Hawking,' 
C. viiL Gcue hir the balockbs of a 
Bac. 

1579. Bakbk, GmytUm's Quest, 
Cyruri, 33, s.v. 

i6«3. Urquhart, RabeUus^ i. xiiL 
Who hu foul tail with paper wipes, Shall 
at hb BALLOCKS leave some chips, tbid,^ 
II. L True ballockbbsinc bbides. 

i7tx-i8oa Bailey, Dict,^ s.v. 

tLxTfjfi, (Burns. Merry Muses ic. 
1800), 15]. ' Fot a' that and a' that.' His 
hairy balls . . . hang like a beggar's 
wallet. Ibid, * As I looked o'er 3ron castle 
wa' [quoted by Bums in a letter to George 
Thomson]. He plac'd his Jacob whare 
she did piss, An' his bali»<« where the wind 
did blaw. 

BALL OF FiRI, subs.phr. (popular). 
—A glass of cheap brandy 
(Grose.) 



Ball of Honour. 
Acs. 



See Beggar's 



Ball of Wax, subs,, (common). 
— A snob, or shoe-maker. 

Balloon, verb, (American). — To 
brag; TO GAS (q»v,). Also 
colloquial : e,g, Balloonacy 
(cf. lunacy) = a mania for balloon- 
ing ; balloonatic (cf. lunatic) 
= balloon-mad ; ballooning, 
subs. (Stock Exchange) = inflating 
prices by fictitious means, and as 
a^'.=high falutin' (q.v.). 

tLxZ^. Jbffreson, Correspond., i. 
333. Ballooning indeed goes on. 

1864. D. Teleg.y 19 Feb. We live in 
an age of balloonacy. Ibid. (1865), 33 
Nov., 5. 3. That Nadar, the balloon- 
atic, has sold his balloon. 



1878. MNCLAIR, mOUtUt 33. ' 

Imuneo, ballooning wandering men. 

xSSa. IVestem Daily Press^ aj Mar., 
3. X. A sharp epidemic of balloonacy. 



1883. MoomsAirUf v. 163. Another 
balloonatic attempt to cross the Channel. 

Ballot-box Stuffing, subs.phr, 
(American). — Tampering with 
election returns : ' a box Is con- 
structed with fiUse bottom and 
compartments so as to permit 
spurious ballots to be introduced 
by the teller in charge. The 
most outrageous frauds have been 
committed by this means' 
[Bartlett]. 

1876. New York Trilmne^ Oct. 
(Bartlbtt]. Detectives sent on to look 
after the Donocratic roughs and ballot* 
box stuppbrs. Ibid.^ 7 Nov. Several 
experts at ballot-box stupfing were 
spotted here to-day. 

Ball's- BULL. Like Ball's bull, 
phr, (provincial). — Said of a 
person with no ' ear ' for music : 
Ball's bull had so little that he 
' kicked the fiddler over the 
bridge ' (Halliwbll). 

Ballum Rancum, subs. phr. (old). 
—A buff-ball {q.v.)\ *the 
company dance in their birthday- 
suits ' (Grose and Bee). 

Bally, adj. (common). — A generic 
intensive : very ; great ; exces- 
sive : cf. BLOODY ; FUCKING, etc. 
[A comparatively recent coinage, 
it is said, of Tlu Sporting Times 
(see Terminal Essay) from 
'bollyhooly'.] 

1889. sporting Times, 6 July (An- 
swers to Correspondents). H. G. Steele. 
— Thanks. What a bally idiot you must 
be. 

1889. Bird o* Freedom, 7 Aug., 5. 
You can bally well take it yourself. 

1807. Marshall, Pomes, zo. They 
lump tne bally lot in one. Ioid.y 39. If 



1878. Sinclair, Mownt, 33. Gas- I meet the bally old bounder. 



X90Z. Troddles,^ 77. He . . . asked 
Murray plaintively if we wanted all the 
BALLY carriage to ourselves. 
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Ballyhack. Go to ballyhack, 
phr, (American). — *Get along,' 
'GotoheUI' 

1870. JuDD, Matforet. 55. Let 
Obed GO TO BALLYHACK. Come along 
out. 

Ballyraq. See Bullyrag. 

Balm, subs, (old).— A lie (Dun- 
combe). 

Balmy. The balmy, subs, phr, 
(common). — Sleep : as adj\ = 
sleepy: cf, 'balmy slnmbsrs' 
(Shakspbare) and 'balmy sleep ' 
(Young). To have a dose (or 
wink) of the balmy = to go to 
sleep. See Bedfordshire. 



Dickens, OM Curiosih^ SM, 
As it's rather late, fll 



A WINK OR TWO OP THE 



en. viu. p. 4a. 
try and get 

BALMY. 



See Barmy. 

Balsam, suds, (thieves'). Generic 
for money (Grose and Bee). See 
Rhino. 

1871. Nfw Y'ork Slang Diet. It 
was no great quids, Jim— only six flimsevs 
and three beans. But I'm flush of the 
BALSAM now, and I ain't funked to flash 
it. 

Bam (or Bamboozle), subs, (old). 
— ^A hoax ; a cheat : as verb (bam- 
boo, BOOZLE, or BAMBOOZE) = to 
victimize, outwit, mystify, or 
deceive (Grose) ; also (Halli- 
well) to threaten : ^. hum from 
HUMBUG. [Swift (1710), 
TatUr, * Refinements of Twenty 
Years Past': * Certain words 
such as banter^ BAMBOOZLE . . . 
now struggling for the vogue ' ; 
Johnson (1755): * a cant word ' ; 
Boucher (1833): * has long . . . 
had a place in the ^psy or 
canting dictionaries'; O.E.D. : 
' probably of cant origin * ; Cen- 



tury \ 'a slang word of no definite 
origin.'] Whence numerous com- 
binations, COLLOQUIALISMS and 
phrases : €,g, TO BAMBOOZLE 

AWAY = to get rid of speciously ; 
TO BAMBOOZLE 1 NTO = to persuade 
artfiilly ; TO bamboozle out of 
=to obtain by tnck ; bam- 
boozled = mystified, tricked ; 
bamboozlement= tricky decep- 
tion; BAMBOOZLER=a mystifier ; 
BAMBOST=: deceptive humbug ; 

TO BAMBLUSTERCATE = tO bluster, 

embarrass, or confiise : cf, con- 
glomerate and COMFLOGISTI- 
gate ; BAMSQUABBLBD (or BUM- 
SQUABBLED) = discomfited, defeat- 
ed, squelched. See Banter. 

1703. CiBBBR, SJu Would and SJU 
Would Not. ii. z. Sham proofs, that 
they proposd to bamboozle me with. 
Ibtd.^ iv. 1. The old Roeue . . . knows 
how to Bamboozlb . . . Ill have a touch 
of the Bamboozle with him. Ibid. 
(1TO7), Double Gallant, i. 2. Pray, Sir, 
what b't you do understand?' Sound. 
Bite, Bam, and the best of the Lay, old 
Boy.' 

1709. Steele, Tatler^ No. 31. I 
perceive this b to you all bamboozling. 

1710. Swift, Polite Conv., * Introd.' 
The exquisite refinements . . . ram for 
bamboozle and bamboozle for, God 
knows what. Ibid., i. Her ladyship was 
plaguily bamb'd. 

1712. Arbuthnot,/M« Bully III. vi. 
Fellows that they call banterers and 
bamboozlbrs, that play such tricks ; but 
. . . these fellows were m earnest ! Ibid., 
89. After Nic had bambouzled John a 
while about the 18,000 and the 28,000. 

1715. Addison, Drummer, i. i. AH 
the people upon earth, excepting these 
. . . worthy gentleitaen, are . . . cheated, 
bubbled, abused, bamboozled. 

1716. RowE, -5tfer, i. I. You intend 
to BAMBOUZLE me out of a Beef Stake. 

1728. Earberv [tr. Bumets St. 
Dead, i. 80]. The Gnosticks bambouzled 
away all the Corporeal resurrection. 

1747. Garrick, Miss in Teens, ii. x. 
I'll breaJc a lamp, bully a constable, bam 
a justice, or bilk a box-keeper with any 
man. 
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176a. FoOT^ Ormi^rt^ fi. Wlir I 
know thai man, be it all opon his ran ; 
he lecture— why 'tis all but a bam. tbid. 
(i777>> P^ns^fK*)* Somecoosptracy . . . 
to BAM, to chouse me out of my money. 

1774. Bkidgul Burlttqut Honur^ 
lOA. My little girl, tf folks don't bam me, 
Ones bitterly to see her mammy. 

c, 1787. Kibmmmhmm Minit {/relmmi, 
Sixtv Yimrs Ago, 86). To boozlb the 
bulldogs and pinners. 

1803. Sharps [CtfmwAw«^!«^' 0888). 
i. \i\. Billy Bamboozle, a quizzer ana 
wit. 

1815. Scott, Gnv Mannering, iiL 
What were then called bites and bams, 
since denominated hoaxes and quizzes. 
IhitL (18x7), Roh Roy, uc* ' It's «11 a bam, 
ma'am— all a bamboozlb and a bite. 

i8a7. Lyttom. Ptlham, xxxvi. 
One does not like to^ be bamboozlbd out 
of one's right of election. 

1830. Marryat, Ktng^s Own, xlix. 
*Now, you're bamming me — don't put 
such stories off on your old granny.' 

1838. Haliburton, CUckmaker^ 3 
S. ii. If he didn't look bumsquabblbd it's 
a pity. 

184a. Barham, Ingolds. Lee., *St. 
Cuthbert,' 217. It's supposed by this 
trick he BAMBOOZLBD Old Nick. 

1855. Scot, Rev., 188. Washington 
Irving . . . exercises ... his rare powers 
of bamboozlbmbnt and laughter-stirring. 

1859. Massby {Sat. Rev., ^ Mar.]. 
Our greatest of men is Harlequm Pam. 
*The Times' says so, and 'the Times 
cannot bamI 

1861. Sat. Rev., 16 Feb., 6. 2. 
Government bv bamboozle always pre. 
sents considerable advantages at first sight. 

1865. Day of Rest., Oct., 585. I was 
deaf to all that bambosh. 

1874. Linton, Patricia KembeUl. 
xxxix. That tale of Gordon Frere was all 

a BAM. 

1878. Black, Green Pastures, xli. 
326. Who has BAMBOOZLED himself into 
the erroneous belief that . . . 

1886. Sat. Rev., No. 1587, 423. 
The public is a great bamboozable 
body. 



Bana«han. He beats Bana- 
GHAN,/^r. (old).— An Irish say- 
ins of one who tells travellers' 
tales. [Banaghan (Grose) was 
a minstrel famous for dealing in 
the marvellous.] 

Banaqher, verb, (old).— To bang. 

Bananaland, Bananalander, 
subs. (Australian).— Queensland ; 
a native of Queensland. [A 
large portion of Queensland lies 
wiUiin the tropics to which the 
banana {Musa sapientum) is in- 
digenous.] 

z886. Chamb. Journal, 20 Feb., 134. 
Booted and spurred ' Onnstalks ' and 
Banana-mbn. 

1887. Melbourne (Victoria) Sports- 
mam, 23 March, 7. 2. Paddy Slavin came 
from O^eensland with the reputation of 
having beaten all the Bananalandbrs. 

1887. Sydney (N.S.W.) BulUtin, 26 
Feb., 6. His friends rallied up to con- 
gratulate him, . . . after the custom of the 
simple Bananalander. 

B a N BU RY. The inhabitants of this 
Oxfordshire town (now noted for 
its cakes) seem to have been the 
subjects of ridicule and sarcasm 
from very early times ; chiefly on 
account of their zeal for the 
Puritan cause. Thus Banbury- 
MAN (-BLOOD or -SAINT) = a hypo- 
crite {cf. popular sa3dng, *A 
Banbury man will hang his cat 
on Monday for catching mice on 
Sunday*); Banbury- wife = a 
whore ; Banbury-story (or 
Banbury tale of a cock-and- 
A-BULL)=an eztremel)r improb- 
able yarn (Grose), * silly chat' 
(B. E.); Banbury-gloss = a 
specious reading ; Banbury- 
VAPOURS=the stock-in-trade of 
a Puritan agitator; Banbury- 
CHEESB=the thinnest of poor 
cheese (Heywood : * I never saw 
Banbury CHEESE thick enough') : 
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hence a tenn of contempt. Also 
PROVERBS (Howell, 1660) : 
*Like Banbury tinkers, who 
in stopping one hole make two ' ; 
* As wise as the mayor of Ban- 
bury, who would prove that 
Henry IH. was before Henry II.* 

C.X53S. Latimer, Sermons and 
Remains (1845), n. 399. In this your 
resdm they have sore blinded your 
lie^e people and subjects with their laws, 
customs, ceremonies, and Banbury 
GLOSSES, and punisoed them with 
cursings. 

1598. Shakspbarb, Merry Wives^ i. 
X. to. [To Slender.] You Banbury 
cheese! 

z6ox. Pasquil and Katk.^ iii. 178. 
Put off your clothes, and you are like a 
Banbery cheese, Nothing but paring. 

1614. JoNSON. Bartholomew Fair, 
' Dram. Pers.' Zeal-of>the<Land Busy 
... a Banbury man . . . [i. ^], I knew 
divers of those Banburians when I was 
in Oxford . . . [i. 3] Rabbi Busy ... a 
prophet ... he was a baker, but he does 
dream now and see visions ; he has given 
over his trade. [/Bid,, iii. z.] These are 
Banbury-bloods o* the smcere stud, 
come a pig-hunting. [Ibtd,^ v. 3], Busy, 
I look for a bickering ere long, and then a 
battle. Knock. Good Banbury vapours, 
[Ibid.] Masque of Gypsies. From the 
loud pure wives of Banbury . . . Bless 
the sov'reign and hb hearing. 

1636. Davenant, Wiis^ i. i. She 
is more devout Than a weaver of Banbury, 
that hopes To intice heaven, by singing, 
to make him lord Of twenty looms. 

1647. Corbet [Harl. Misc.^ i. 274]. 
The malignants do compare thb common- 
wealth to an old kettle with here and there 
a crack or flaw ; and that we (in imitation 
of our worthy brethren of Banbury), like 
deceitful and cheating knaves, have, 
instead of stopping one hole, maae three 
or four score. 

1648. Braithwaitb, Bamabys Jo. 
Through Banbury I passed, O pro&ne 
one. And there I saw a Puritans one 
Hanging of his Cat on Monday For 
killing of a Rat on Sunday. 

1863. Sala, Capi. Dangler^ i. i. 15. 
I did ever hate your sanctimonious 
Banbury man. 



Banco, subs, (Charterhouse 
School). — Evening preparation 
at ' house,' under the supnerinten- 
dence of a monitor; the \^n- 
Chester toy-time {q.v,\ {See 
Farmer: Public School Word- 
Book,'\ 

1900. Tod, Charterhouse^ 81. The 
visit of a house master to banco was 
intensely resented . . . The term banco 
was st^gested by H. W. Phillot, after- 
wards Canon of Hereford ... in 183a, or 
a little later. 



Banco-Steerer. 

STEERER. 



See Bunco- 



Band. Our Lady's bands, subs, 
phr, (old colloquial). — Accouche- 
ment; 'confinement' (an old 
abstract meaning). 

1495. Festival [Strype, Eccles. 
Mem.y I. ii., Appen. xxxvii. 99]. Pray 
... for al women which be in our Ladyes 

BANDES. 



See Banded. 

Bandanna, subs, (common).— 
Orig. a silk handkerchief with 
white, yellow, or other coloured 
spots on a dark ground. Also 
(loosely) a handkerchief of any 
kind : su Wipe. 

1752. Long, Bengal (1870), 31. 
Plain taffaties, ordinary bandannoes, and 
chappas. 

1824. Annual Register^ 140. 2. 
Bandana handkerchiefs. 

1843. Carlyle, Past and Present 
(1858), 385. Beautiful bandanna wels. 

185^. Thackeray, Newcomesy iv. 
The Colonel was stridine about the room 
. . . puffing his cigar fiercely anon, and 
then waving hb yellow bandanna. 

1875. Bird, Ha/waii^ 134. Many 
had ti^ bandanas in a graceful knot over 
the left shoulder. 
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Banoiox (or Banoboxical), wj^. 
(colloquial).^!) Precisely neat; 
fbtsy ; finical ; and (2) frail or 
small (as is a bandbox) : $,g, a 
BANDBOX thing; 'She's just 
come oat of a bandbox (or glass 
case) ' ; * You ought to be put in 
a BANDBOX (of anyone over 
particular). Su Bandog. 

X774. Wut, Mag.^ u. 454. The good 
man . . . tunMd tbee^reofcootemptupon 
the Band-sox Thing, and . . . nid, 'I 
belitvtt 'dta Doll.' 

X787. Bbcxporo, Itmfy (1834X n. 175. 
Cooped up in dose, BANDBoxiau. aput- 



c 1853. MOORB, CautUry Dm$tct «md 
Qmmd,, xiiL 51. A bamd-box thin^, all 
art and laoe, Down from her noee«ttp to 
hershoe^e. 

1873. Braddon, Sirmt^ers attd 
PUgrtms^ III. L 340. Square bandboxi* 
CAL rooms. 

Ss^Arsb. 

Banded, adj, (Old Cant). — 
Hungry: also TO WEAR THE 
BANDS (Grose and Vaux). 

BandkRO, subs, (American). — 
Widows' weeds. \Cf. LittrA : 
bandeaUy anciennement coiffure 
des veuves i Kennett : bandore =^ 
a widow's veil, and B. E., 'a 
widow's mourning Peak ' ; 
Eng. 'banderol' = a streamer 
carried on the shaft of a lance 
near the head.] 

Bandog, subs. (Old Cant),— i. * A 
bailiff, or his Follower, a Ser- 
geant, or his Yeoman ' (B. E. and 
Grose). [Properly a * bound '- 
dog, because feroaous; hence a 
mastiff or bloodhound.] To 

SPEAK LIKE A BANDOG (or BAN- 
DOG and Bedlam) = to rave; to 
bluster. 

x6oo. Dbkkbr, GeniU Ctytft [ Works 
(187^, I. 19]. O master, b it you that 

SPEAK BANDOG AND BSDLAM thu moming? 



x6io. CktsUf^s Tri. Enm*^ xa. 
Thou envious Bandoggb, sPBAXSand doe 
thy t 



X839. AlNSWORTH, Jack Sk€f4ard. 
*Bot where are the lur^ertf 



©r'asked Wood, 
a bvstander. 



The trape I ' re. 

•pooded a bvstander. *The shoulder- 
dappers 1 ' added a Udy. ... * The ban- 
dogs 1 ' thundered a tall man. 

2. (oldX— A bandbox (Grose). 

B. AND 8. (common). — Brandy 
and soda. 

X868. WHTTBBfBLVILLCirAtfojeatf, 

xiiL Before the b. and s. could make its 
appearance. 

x88x. Black, BeoMiiJul WrtUh^ ▼. 
I will get you some tea, though what 
would be better for you still, wouldbe some 

B. ANDS. 

x88s. Punch, Ixxxii. 69. x. Hell 
nothing drink but 'b. and s.' and big 
magnums of * the boy.' 

1900. Savagb, Brought to Bay. iv. 
* How will you put in your tmie?' 'Whist, 
the smoldng'room, and B and S.,' was 
Julian's 8 



Bandy. 5«^ Bender. 

Bandy-leqqed, adj, phr, (B. E., 
c, 1696: now recognised). — 
' Crooked.' [The earliest quot in 
O.E.D. is dated 1787 ; but the 
word did not come into general 
use until the second quarter of 
the eighteenth century.] 

Bano, subs, (old colloquial: now 
recognised in some senses). — 
Generic for enei^ and dash: 
a blow, thump, sudden noise, 
GO (q.v.). As tw^=to drub 
(B. E. and Grose), strike, 
explode, or shut with violence. 
Hence to bang it out (or about) 
=sto come to blows (or fisticuflfe), 
to fight it out ; to bang (=slam) 
A Dook ; TO BANG(=fire) A GUN ; 
TO BANG ( = play loudly) A PIANO ; 

TO BANG INTO ONE*S HEAD = to 

convince by force ; TO bang 
AGAlNST=to bump (or thump) ; 
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Banq. To Bang away at = to make 
a violent and coi^tinuous noise; 

TO BANG OUT = tO gO with a 

flourish i TO bang up =r to throw 
oneself upon suddenly, to spring 

up; bang (or BANG OFF) = at 

once, abruptly: eg, bang went 
saxpence ; in a bang, in a hurry ; 
BANG OUT, completely; banging = 
violent, noisy, and as subs. = a 
drubbing: see Wipe, {see also 
sense 2). 

c. Z550. Robin Hood (Ritsok), vi. 70. 
All the wood rang at every bang. IbicL^ 
ix. 95. Either yield to me the daie, Or 
I will BANG thy back and sides. Ibid. 
(r. z6oo). xvii. 85. With a but of sack 
we will BANG IT ABOUT, To »ee who wins 
the day. 

1560. Disob. Child (TDodslby, Old 
Plays (Hazlitt), ii. aSaJ. What banging, 
what cursing, Long-tongue, is with thee. 

1583. Stanyhurst, Mneis [Arbbr], 
68. Thow must with surges bee bamgbd. 

1588. Mar prelate's Epistle [Arbbr], 
4. His grace . . . was loth to have any 
other so bangbd as he himselfe was.to his 
woe, 

1593. Day, Blind Beggar, ii. 2. 1*11 
have it again, or I'll bang it out of the 
coxcombs of some of them. 

1593. Nashe, Four Lett. Confnt.^ 
37. A bigge fat lusty wench it is, . . . 
will bang thee abhominationly if euer she 
catch thee. Ibid. (1595), Saffron Walden^ 
X. g. b. The banginest things . , . which 
I can pick out ... are these. 

1601. Shakspbarb, Julius Casar^ 
iii. 3. 30. You'l bear me a bang for that 
I fcare. Ibid. {1602), Twelfth Night, iil 
3. Have BANGED the youth. Ibid. (160^), 
Othello, ii. z. 2z. The desperate tempest 
hath so BANG'D the Turks, That their 
designment halts. 

1616. HoLYDAY,' yiwtfwtf/, 185. Then 
th' axe their chariot-wheels with BANGING 
stroak Splits out. 



1644. Radclipfb {Carte, Collect. 
(j735)i 3a9]' After a shrewd bang Prince 
Rupert is recruiting gallantly. 

1663. BuTLBR, Hudibras, L ii. 831. 
With many a stiff thwack, many a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang. 

1675. Cotton. Scoffer Scoff t, 44. 
With my Battoon I'le bang his sconce. 

X709. Stbblb, Tatler, 70. So neither 
is banging a Cushion Oratory. ^ 

17x9. Carby, Sally in our Alley ^ 
St. 3. My master comes, like any Turk, 
And BANGS me most severely. 

1768. Ross, Helenore, 143. (Jamib* 
SON.) Then I'll bang out my beggar dish. 

1784, CowPER, Works (1876), 183. 
You are a clergyman, and I have banged 
your order. 

c. 1787. Bbckford, Italy, 11. 136. A 
most complicated sonata, bangbd off on 
the chimes. 

1794. Burns, Works, 133. Oh aye 
my wi^ she dang me, And aft my wife did 
BANG me. 

1795. Macneill, Will and Jean, i. 
Bang! cam in Mat Smith and's brither, 

18x3. Examiner, x8 Jan., 43. x. The 
mob . . . called out, 'Bang up lads, in 
with you.' 

X814. Scott, Waverley, iii. 338. 
Twa unlucky red-coats , . . banged off 
a gun at him. Ibid. (181 6), Old Mortality, 
80. It's not easy to bang the soldier with 
his bandoleers. 

x8x6. Austen, Emma, i. i. 5. She 
always turns the lock of the door the right 
way and never bangs it, 

X840. Dana, Bef. Mast, xxxvi. The 
watch on deck were banging away at the 
guns every few minutes. 

x8ss. Browning, Works (1863), 1. 53, 
Bang, whang, whang goes the drum. 

X870. Kayb, Sepoy War, 11. vi. 4. 
554. An unwonted amount of confidence 
and bang. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Bang. 



128 



Bang. 



187^. D, Niwtt t Nor., 6. x. This it 
now being banged into the heads that 
have planned . . . this campaign. 

XM4. C^mkill Miur^ April, 44a. 
*I>aTis,* ... *yoa haven't had a bamgimo 
this term, and you're getting cocky.* 

1897. Marshall, /Vmmt, aS. Having 
saved up enough siller to encourage him 
in BAMGiNG just A SAxrBNCB or twa. 

3. (orig. American). A firinge 
of hair (usually curled or frizzled) 
cut squarely across the forehead. 
As vfrd, to cut (or wear) the hair 
in this fashion. Also bang-tail, 

BANG-TAILED, BANG-TAIL MUSTER 

(of horses): set quot 1887. 

x887. TvRWHrrr, New Chum in 
OueensUnd Bush^ 6a. Every third or 
fourth year on a cattle station, they have 
what is called a bang tail mustbr; 
that is to say, all the cattle are brought 
into the yards, and have the long haurs 
at the end of the tail cut off square, 
with knives or sheep-shears. . . . The 
object of it is ... to find out the actual 
number of cattle on the run, to compare 
with the number entered on the station 
books. 

x86i. HuGHSS, Tom Brown at 
Oxford^ vi. 'These bang-tailbd little 
sinners any good ? ' said Drysdale, throw- 
ing some cock-a*bondies across the table. 

1870 D. Newt, 19 July, 6. A good 
mare with a bang-tail. 

1880. HowBLL, Undiscavtrfd C0im» 
try, viiL When one lifted his hat . . . 
he showed his hair cut in front like a 
young lady's bang. 

x88o. Bo, Standard, 3 Ap., 4. 4. 
The present style of bangbo girl. 

1883. Century Mag^ xxv. 193. He 
was bareheaded, his hair bangbd even 
with his eyebrows in front. 

1883. Pall Mall Gazette, 19 Dec, 
4. X. It was no doubt unfortunate that 
when the Empress Eugenie cut her hair 
across her forehead from sorrow of heart, 
the women of five continents should imitate 
her until the bang became universal. 



1883. Harper** Mag., Mar., 493. «. 

V vreAT tli«ir . . hsir 'iiAimKn* 1o«p 



hair 'bangbd^ low 



They wear their 
on their foreheads. 



t888. Detroit Free Press, Bang, 
Sster, BANG with care ; If your poker's 
too hot youll lose your hair. 

Verb, (common). — i. To excel, 
surpass, beat: cf, (Irish) that 
BANGS Bannagher and Bannagher 
BANGS the world. Hence (2) to out- 
wit, puzzle, deceive. Also banging 
= great, large, thumping (q^v,): 
e,g. a banging boy. wench, lie etc. ; 
BANGE& = anything exceptional ; 
BANG-UP = fine, first-rate, of the 
best (the root idea is completeness 
combined with energy and dash) : 
tee subs,^ sense i and quot 1785. 
occasionally (as verb,) == to 
smarten up. 

1731. Fielding, Lottery, 3. Ah, 
think, my lord! how I should grieve to 
see your lordship bang'o. 

178 5, Gross, Vulg. Tongue^ s.v. 
Bang-up. {Whip.) Quite the thing. Well 
done. Complete. Dashing. In a hand- 
some stile. A bang-up covb: a dashing 
fellow who spends his money freely. To 
BANG UP prime: to bring your horses up 
in a dashing or fine style : as the swell's 
rattler and prads are bang up prime : the 
gentleman sports an elegant carriage and 
fine horses. A man who has behaved 
with extraordinary spirit and resolution 
in any enterprise he has been engaged 
in is also said to have come bang up to 
the mark; any article which is remarkably 
good or elegant, or any fashion, act, or 
measure which is carried to the highest 
pitch is likewise illustrated by the same 
emphatical phrase. 

z8o8. Cumh, Ball, iv. 13. Cocker 
Wully lap bawk-heet . . . But Tamer in 
her stockin feet, She bang'o him out 
and out. 

z8za. Smith, Rejected Addresses 
(1833), 163. Dance a bang-up theatrical 
cotillion. 

1814. Hangbr, Sporting * Flyleaf: 
A sportsman entire— who says nay, tells 

a BANGER. 
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xSax. CooMBB, Syntax^ iu. 5. Thus 
BAMGBD'UP, sweeten'd, and clean shav'd, 
The sage the dinner-table braved. 

18^7. DiCKBNS, Lift^ n. i. 34. The 
next Pickwick will bang all the others. 

x84a. Levbr, Jack Hinion^ vii. 
His hat set jauntily ... his spotted neck- 
cloth knotted in bang-up mode. 

1844. Whatblby \QuarU Rtv.^ 
XXIV. 368]. We could not resist giving a 
specimen of John Thorpe . . . altogether 
the best portrait of ... the bang-up 
Oxonian. 

X846. Thackbray, Vanity Fair^ 
I, xxxiv. In a tax cart, drawn by a 
BANG-UP pony ... his friends, the Sutbury 
Pet and the Rottingdean Fibber. 

x85x-6x. Mayhbw, London Lab.^ 47. 
*It was good stuff and good make at 
first, and that's the reason why it always 
bangs a slop, because it was good to 
begin with.' 

X864. Dbnison \D, TV/., 3X Aug.]. 
They could win it with a great banging 
majority. 

x883. Punchy lxxxii. 1x5. x. 'These 
then are the dandies^ the fopSt the gets 
and the bang-ups, these the Corinthians 
of to-day.» TYkca^ fellows are very 'good 
form,' and as to being bang-up, a good 
many poor old chappies are deuced 
hard^np, 

X899. Whitbing, John St., viii. 
They earn halfpence by well-told bangbrs. 
They are sent out to lie. 

3. (Stock Exchange).— To of- 
fer stock loudly with Sie intention 
of lowering the price. 

X884. MARTBNandCHRISTOPHBRSON, 

Monthly Circ, 3X Mar. Speculators for 
the fall are as usual taking the opportun- 
ity to bang the market by heavy sales. 

Phrases. To be banged up 
to the eyes = to be drunk: see 

SC&EWED; TO BANG (or BEAT) 

THE hoof: see Hoof. 

BANQ-BEQQAR, suds, phr, (common). 
— I. A stout cudgel. 2. (old) = 



a constable or beadle. 3. (old) = 
a vagabond : a term of reproach. 

X865. Waugh, Barrel Organ, 99. 
Owd Pudge, th* bang-bbggar, coom 
runnin' into th* pew. 

BANGER, subs. (American). — A heavy 
cane ; a bludgeon. THall : one of 
the Yale vocables.] 



x8r?]. Yale Lit. Mag,, xx. 75. 
• Who, ■ ' 



Sophomore gang . . . Who, with faces 
masked and bangbrs stout, Had come 
resolved to smoke him out. 

The Bangers, suhs.phr. (military). 
—The First Life Uuards. 
See Bang, verb. 

BANG-PITCHER, subs. phr. (old).— 
A tippler: j^^Lushington. Hence 

TO BANG THE PITCHER = tO 

guzzle : see Lush. 

X639. Clarkb, Paramiol,, xoa, A 
notable bang-pitchbr, Silenus alter, 

1694. MoTTBUX, Rabelais, v. xvii. 
He loved heartily ... to bang thb 
PITCHBR, and lick his dish. 

BANGSTER. subs. (old). I. A bully; 
a braggart : also as adj., = turbu- 
lent. Hence bangstry = viol- 
ence. 

r.x57o. Leg, Bp, St, Andrews [Siot, 
Poems i6th C, (x8ox); 11. 326], Proude 
tunbitious bangstbrs. 

XS94. Acts James VJ, (X597), tij. 
Persones wrangously intrusing themselves 
in the rowmes and possessiones vtheris be 
bangstrib and force. 

\fiSx, Caldbrwood, Hist, Kirk 
(X843), II. 5x6. My lord, mak us quite of 
thir Matchiavelian and bangbstbr lords. 

1755. Ross, HeUnore (Jamibson]. 
That yet have bangstbrs on their boddom 
set. 

2. (Scots*).— A victorj wmner : 
cf. bang, vtrb. 
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iSao. Scott, Abbot, xix. If the 
Popc*s champions are to be bancstsrs 
in our rery change houses, we shall soon 
have the changelings back agsun. Ibid, 
(1834), St. Rattan's H'ell, xxiii. If you are 
so certain of being the bangster — so rery 
certain, I mean, of sweeping stakes . . . 

3. (common). — A wanton; a 
harlot: see Tart. 

BANQSTRAW, subs, (common). — A 
thresher: also (Grose) 'applied 
to all the servants of a farmer.' 

BANG-TAIL. (See Bang) suis, 2. 

BANQY, siiSs. (Winchester College). 
— Brown sugar. Also as aajr'. := 
brown. Hence bangy bags 
(or BANGIES) =: brown-coloured 
trousers. [Wrench: *the strong 
objection to these in former times 
probably arose from Tony Lump- 
kin coming to school in corduroys.] 
Also Bangy-gate = (i)a brown 
gate leading from Grass Court to 
Sick House Meads ; and (2) a 
gate by Racquet Court into Kings- 
gate St 

BANIAN (or BANYAN) -DAY, subs, 
phr, (old nautical). — One day 
(originally two, but see quot. 1748) 
in the week on which, in the 
Royal Navy, meat was withheld 
from the crews ; hence, a bad 
day, a disagreeable day. [Grose 
and O.E.D.: in reference to the 
Banian's abstinence from flesh.] 

1690. Ovington [Yules, Anglo- 
Indian Glossary], Of kitchcney (butter, 
rice, and dai) the European sailors feed in 
these parts, and are forced at such times 
to a Pagan abstinence from flesh, which 
creates in them an utter detestation to 
those BANiAN-DAYS as they call them. 

1706. Ward, Wooden World, 42. 
He gets more by one Bannian-Day than 
many others. 

1748. Smollett, Rod. Random, xx, 
On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 



the ship's company had no allowance of 
meat, . . . these meagre days were called 
banyan-days. 

i8ao. LAUh,Elia{ChrisrsHo%pital). 
We had three banyan to four meat days 
in the week. 

1855. Thackeray, Newcomes, hdiL 
Knowing the excellence of the Colonel's 
claret and the splendour of his hospitality, 
he would prefer a cocoa-nut day at the 
Colonel's to a banyan-day anywhere else. 

1876. HiNDLBY, Cheap Jack. [From 
Strolling Players' bill.] Mr. Wooldridge^ 
with all due respects to his brother Tars, 
hopes they may never have short allowance 
— BANYAN days; or a southerly wind in 
the Bread Basket. 

1885. Household Words, 25 July, 
360. There were often six upon four aboard 
ship, and two banyan days in a week, 
which being translated is, the rations of 
four men were served out amongst six, in 
addition to which, on two days in the week 
no rations were served out at alL 

BANISTER, subs, (old: now recogn- 
ised). — Usually banisters = a 
balustrade. O. E. D.: a corrup- 
tion of 'baluster* condemned by 
Nicholson as * improper*, by Stuart 
and Gwilt (Diet. Archit. 1830) as 
'vulgar', the term had already 
taken literary rank, and has now 
acquired general acceptance. 

BANJO, subs, (common). — A bedpan ; 
a FIDDLE (j^.V.); a SLIPPER (j^.V.). 

Bank, subs, (thieves'). — I. A lump 
sum ; the total amount possessed : 
e.g. 'How's the bank?' = 'Not 
very strong, about one and a 
buck.* As verb (a) = to steal, 
make sure of: e.g. ' Bank the rags * 
= 'Take the notes'; (^) = to 
place in safely; and (c) = to 
share the booty, ' to nap the RE- 
GULARS* (q.v^. 

2. (thieves* and obsolete). — 
Spec. The Bank; i.e. Milbank 
prison: part of the site is now 
(1905) occupied by an Art gallery. 
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x88o. Answer s^ 35 May, 41a. We 
approached our destination, Millbank — 
THE BANK in a convict's parlance. 

X900. Griffiths, Fast and Loose^ 
xxjcii. ' The blokes from Dorchester were 
seen coming out of the bank — * 'What 
bank ? * interrupted Meggit. * Not one of 
your kind; Millbank, I mean. 

BANKER, subs, (sporting).— I. A 
horse, good at jumping on and 
off banks too high to be cleared. 

2. (old). — In pi., clumsy boots 
and shoes ; beetle-crushers 
(j^.v.): see Trotter-cases. 

bankrupt-Cart, subs,phr, (old).— 
' A one-horse chaise — of a Sunday* 
{Bee) } • said to be so called by a 
Lord Chief Justice through their 
being so frequently used on Sun- 
day jaunts by extravagant shop- 
keepers and tradesmen* (Grose). 

BANKRUPTCY LIST. To BE PUT ON 
THE BANKRUPTCY LIST, verb, phr. 

(old). — To be completely knocked 
out of time (Grose). 

18a 3. Eg AN, RandaWs Diary, ' Fare- 
well to the Prize-ring.' For Turner I've 
cleaned out; and Martin the baker, I'd 
very near put on the bankruptcy list. 

BANK-SHAVINQ, subs, phr, (Ameri- 
can). — Usury : before banks were 
regulated by Act of Congress, the 
least reputable purchased notes 
of hand and similar documents 
at enormously usurious rates of 
discount : he who thus raised the 
wind was said to get his paper 
shaved. 

BANKSIDE-LADY (or WENCH), subs, 
phr, (old).— A harlot: see Tart. 
In old London the neighbourhood 
of the theatres was likewise the 
quarter of the stews {q.v.)— 
notably Bankside, Southwark ; 
and in later days, Covent Garden 
and Drury Lane. 



1599. JoNSOM, Ev. Man out of 
Humour, v. v. Some cunning woman 
here o* the bank-side. Ibid. (1614), Bar- 
tkolomew Fair, v. 3. Leander I make a 
dyer's son about Puddle-wharf : and Hero 
a WENCH of the Bankside. 

1633, Massingbr, New Way, iv. a. 
You lodged upon the Bankside. 

1638. Randolph, Muses' Looking- 
Glass, [Dodsley, Old Plays (Reed), ix, 
306J. Come, I will send for a whole 
coach or two of Bankside ladies, and 
we will be jovial. 

1721. Strvpb, Eccl. Mem. 11. i. 17. 
14a. The Bank-side where the Stews 
were. 

BANK-SNEAK, subs, phr. (common).— 
A bank thief {(J,v^\ see Sneak. 

1888. Daily Inter-Ocean, 16 Feb, 
Watt N. Jones, the notorious bank-sneak 
and burglar so widely known profession- 
ally in every city of the United States 
and Canada. 

BANNER, subs, (American news- 
boys'). — Money paid for board 
and lodging: the origin of the 
term is unknown. 

BANNISTER, subs, (old).— A traveller 
in distress. [Halliwell: the 
term occurs in the ancient ac- 
counts of the parish of Chudleigh, 
CO. Devon.] 

BANQUET. Running banquet, subs, 
phr, (old). — A snack, a slight 
repast between meals: running 

BANQUET BETWEEN BEADLES, a 

whipping. 

1613. Shakspearb, Henry VIII, iil 
4. 69. Besides the running banquet of 
two beadles which is to come. 

«<557. Jordan, Walks Isliugton, 
Prologue, A Play of Walks, or you may 
please to rank it With that which Ladies 
love, a running banquet. 

BANQUET-BEAGLE, subs, phr, (old).— 
A glutton, a smellfeast {(J'V,), 
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1599. ToNSON, Eo. Man Out of 
Humour^ Dram. Pen. A good feast- 

hotud or BAMQUST-BBAGLB, that will 

•cent yon oat a supper some ihxtt miles off. 

Banter, subs, (old: now recog- 
nised). — Nonsense ; raillery ; plea- 
santry ; a jest or matter of jest 
As verbt with nomerous deriva- 
tives: e^. BANTERKR, BANTERBB, 
BANTERING, BANTERY, etc. [SwiFT 

says the word was 'first borrowed 
from the bullies in White Friars, 
then it fell among the footmen, 
and at last retired to the pedants' 
{TaU of a Tub, 1710); O. E. D.: 
'of unknown etymology: it is 
doubtful whether the verb or the 
sb. was the earlier: existing evi- 
dence is in favour of the verb : the 
sb. was treated as slang in 1688]. 

1676. DuRPBV, Mad, FickUt v. i. 
(1677) 50. Bantbr him, bantbr him 
Toby. 'Tis a conceited old Scarab, and 
will yield us excellent sport. 

1678. Wood, Life, 6 Sep. The 
Bantbrbrs of Oxford (a set of scholars 
so called, some M. A.) who make it their 
employment to talk at a venture, lye and 
prate what nonsense they please; if a 
man talk seriously, they talk floridly 
nonsense, and care not what he says. 

1687. Brown, Saints in Uproar 
[Works, L 74]. To banter folks out of 
their senses. 

1 688. Sh ADWSLL, Sq. A Isatia, i. z. x 5. 
He shall cut a sham, or banter with the 
best wit or poet of 'em all. 

Z690. Locke, Hnm. Underst., iii, ix. 
J. He that first brought the word banter 
in use, put together as he thought fit, 
those Ideas he made it stand for. 

r.1696. B.E., Diet. Cant, Crew, s.v. 
Banter, a pleasant way of prating, which 
seems in earnest, but is in jest, a sort 
of ridicule, IVhat, do you banter tne^ 
i,e. do you pretend to impose upon me, 
or to expose me to the Company, and 
I not know your meaning. 

1700. CA. Eng. Loyalty [Sombrs, 
Tracts, 11, 56a]. Tis such a jest, such 



a Bantbr, to say, we did take up Arms, 
but we did kill him; Bless us, kill our 
King, we wou*d not have hurt a Hair on 
his Head. 

X705. Whatbly [Perry, Hist, ColL 
Amor, CoL Ch. i. 172]. I know no better 
way of answering bombast, than by 
banter. 

Z709. Steele, TatUr, is. z. Game- 
sters, BANTERBRS, biters are, in their 
several species, the modem men of wit. 

17x0. Swift, TatUr, 33a 7. I have 
done my utmost for some years past to 
stop the Progress of Mobb and Banter. 
Uid. Talo of aTni{Afio\o^), tj, Peter's 
Banter (as he calls it in his Alsatic 
phrase) upon transubstantiatiop. . . . If this 
BANTERING as they call it be so despicable. 

X72a. WoDROW, Corr. (X843), ""i ^59* 
Such plain raiPery, that unless I should 
learn Banter and Billingsgate, which I 
still thought below a historian, there is 
no answering it. 

X74X. Richardson, Pamela (1834), 
I, XX a. ' You delight to banter your poor 
servant,' said I. 

X754. Chatham, Lett. Nephew, iv. 
34. If they BANTER your regularity, 
order, and love of study, banter in return 
their neglect of them. 

18x5. Scott, Guy Mannering, li. 
Somebody had been bantering him with 
an imposition. 

x8a3. Black-wood's Mag^ xiii, 369. 
Fixing the attention of the Bantbree . . . 
and amusing the company with his per- 
plexity. 

X844. Dickens, Martin Ckuszlewit 
(C. D.), 349. She took it for banter, and 
giggled excessively. 

X849. Macaulay, f/ist Eng. iii. 369. 
An excellent subject for the operations 
of svrindlers and banterers. 

1865. Carlylb, Fred. Great, nc, xx. 
vi. X z 6. Poor Quintus was bantered about 
it, all his life after, by this merciless King. 

z86s. Carlyle, Fred. Great, iv, ii. 
iii. 54. Its wit is very copious, but slashy, 
bantery. Ibid. (1867), Remin. 11. 51. 
Cooing bantery, lovingly, quizzical. 
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1883. Harptr's Mag, Oct. 70a. x, 
* Perhaps you intend to embark for 
Australia?' she added bamteringly. 

2. (American). — A challenge 
to a race, shooting-match, etc. 
[Bartlett, (1848)]. Also as verb. 

Bant, verb (common). — Orig. to 
follow the dietary prescribed by 
Dr. Banting for corpulence; hence 
to diet oneself, train. 

1864. 7*tiM«'f, i2Aug.,4, The'classics 
seemed to have undergone a successful 
course of banting. 

1865. Pall Mall Gaz.t xs June G. 
If he is . . . gouty, obese, and nervous, we 
strongly recommend him to 'bant*. 

x868. Br ADDON, Only a Clodt 1x3. 
A parlour where all the furniture seemed 
to have undergone a prolonged course of 
banting. 

x88i. £!f Atf, 34 June. There'are fewer 
persons Bantingisbd in America than in 
England. 

1883. Knowledge^ ay July, 49, a. 
Bantingism excludes beer, butter, and 
sugar. 

BANTLING, subs. (Old Cant: now 
colloquial or recognised). — A 
bastard: cf, braT; hence (modern), 
a child (B. E., Grose): spec, a 
young or undersized child; usually 
in depreciation. [Mahn: 'with 
great probability, a corruption of 
Ger. bdnklingt bastard, from bank^ 
bench, i.e, a child begotten on a 
bench and not in the marriage- 
bed']. 

1593. Drayton, Eclog., vii., xoa, 
Lovely Venus . . . smiling to see her wanton 
bantlings game. 

X635. QuARLES, Emblems, 11., viii. 
(17x8), 93. See how the dancing bells 
turn round ... to please my bantling. 

X 748. Smollett, Rod. Random, xl vii. 
That he may at once deliver himself from 
the importunities of the mother and the 
suspense of her bantling. 



1756. Connoisseur^ xas (1774), iv, 143. 
Their base-born bantlings. 

1758. Goldsmith, Essays, x. Who 
follow the camp, and keep up with the 
line of march, though loaded with bant- 
lings and other baggage. 

X809. Irving, Knickerbocker, (x86x), 
48. A tender virgin, accidentally and 
unaccountably enriched with a bantling. 

x8x3. Smith, Rejected Addresses. 
It's a rickety sort of bantling, I'm told. 
That'll die of old age when it's seven 
years old. 

X833. Scott, Fortunes of Nigel^ 
xgi. Sell me to a gipsy, to carry pots, 
pans, and beggars bantlings. 

BANTY, adj. (American thieves'). — 
Saucy; impudent. 

BANYAN-DAY. See Banian-day. 

Baptised, adj. (old).— Mixed with 
water, christened (^.z/.) (Grose, 
Bee): spec, of spirits when not 
taken neat (^.v.): Fr. chreiien, 
baptise. 

1636. Hbalby, Theophrastus, 46. 
He will give his best friends his baptized 
wine. 

BAPTIST, subs, (old).—* A pickpocket 
caught and ducked' (Bee). 

Bar, subs, (old gaming : various). — 
See quots. 

X545. AscHAM, 7<?jr^>A(7Mx [Arbbr], 
55. Certayne termes . . . appropriate to 
theyr playing; whereby they wyl drawe 
a mannes money, but paye none whiche 
they cal barrbs. 

1592. Nobody and Somebody, 4to, 
G. 3. Those Demi-BARS . . . Those bar 
Sizeaces. 

1753. Chambers, Cyclopedia *Suppt.' 
Barr Dice, a species of false dice, so 
formed that they will not easily lie on 
certain sides. 

Verb, and prep., (of respectable lineage, 
but now more or less colloquial). —i. Ex* 
cept, excluding, save, but for: mostly 
used in racing, e.g. Four to one bar one. 
Four to one on the field; that is, on all 
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the horses entered except ing only the 
faToorite. As vtrh (a), to exclude from 
conskleration, take exception to. 

X598. Smakspsarb, M, of Vtnict^ 
ii, 9, 907. Nay, but I bar to-night: yoo 
shall not gauge me by what we do to- 
night. 

X6XX. BSAtTMONT AND FlBTCHBR, 

PkiUuier^ iL 95. Good Prince, be not 
bawdy, nor do not brag; these two I bar. 

1648. HcRRiCK, HesptrieUs^ i. 325. 
When next thou do'st invite, barre state. 
And give me meate. 

1673. Wychbrlby, Love in a Wood 
\Workx {1713), III, 382]. That were as 
bard as to bar a young parson in the 
pulpit, the fifth of November,— railing at 
the Church of Rome. 

1697. Vanbruch, Msop^ it What 
I have in my mind, out it comes: but bar 
that; I'se an honest lad as well as an- 
other. 

1714. Mandbvillb, Fab, Bees (1795), 
1, 306. Charity boys . . . that swear and 
curse . . . and, bar the cloaths, are as 
much blackguard as ever Towerhill... 
produced. 

17x8. Freethinker^ 95. 287. I once 
more bar all Widowers. 

X727. Swift, To Sheridan {Works 
(1745), viii, 3481. I intended to be with 
you at Michaelmas, bar impossibilities. 

X753. FooTE, Taste, ii. Barring 
the nose, Roubillac could cut as good a 
head every whit. 

x8o8. WoLCOT, Works, v. (1813), 355. 
They call thee a fine China jar, But I 
humbly beg to bar. 

1809. Smith, Works (1859), i. 176. i. 
We bar in this discussion, any objections 
which proceed.... 

x8i8. ^co-n, Rob Roy.vix, 'I should 
like to try that daisy-cutter . . . upon a . . . 
level road (barring canter) for a quart . . . 
at the next inn.' 

1836. DiCKBNS, Pickwick, Iv. 'I'll 
bet you ten guineas to five, he cuts his 
throat,' said Wilkins Flasher, Esquire, 



*Done,' replied Mr. Simmery. 'Stop! I 
BAR,' said Wilkins Flasher, Esquire. 
'Perhaps he may hang himself.* 

X870. Standard, 14 "Dec This sortie, 
BAR miracles, has decided the fate of 
Paris. 

3. (American thieves'). — To 
stop; to cease. Obviously an 
attributive meaning of the legit- 
imate word. 

4. (American). — To frequent 
drinking-bars ; to tipple. To bar 
TOO MUCH, to get drunk: see 
Screwed. 

Barabbas, suds, (journalists'). — A. 
publisher. [Usually, but erro- 
neously, attributed to Lord Bjrron, 
who is said to have applied it to 
John Murray the elder, having sent 
him a Bible in which the famous 
passage in John xviii., 40, was 
altered to ' Now Barabbas was a 
publisher*. The reigning John 
Murray (1905) writes: *I have it 
on the authority of my father, 
who was alive during all the time 
of his father's dealings with Byron, 
that there is not a word of truth 
in any detail of the story*. The 
joke was in reality made by 
Thomas Campbell in regard to 
another publisher, the Mr. Long- 
man of his day]. 

1891. Smiles, yohn Murray, 11, 336. 



1^1. Free Lance, 9 March, 558. i. 
Occasionally, of course, Barabbas catches 
a Tartar, who threatens legal proceedings, 
and demands to inspect the publisher's 
books. 

Z903. Pall Mall Gaz., xo May, x. 3. 
It is a capital time for the writers of 
histories, works of erudition, and other 
books of the class to bring forward their 
wares. Barabbas will be enabled to give 
his whole mind to their production before 
he leaves his splendid mansion in Park- 
lane for his moor in Scotland. 
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BARAQAN-TAILOR, subs, phr, (tai- 
lor's). — A rough-working tailor. 

BARATHRUM, subs, (old colloquial). 
— An extortioner; a glutton. 

1609. Man in the Moon (1849), 97. 
A bottomlesse Barathrum, a mercilesse 
monger. 

1633. Massinobr, New Way etc 
iiL 3. You BARATHRUM of the shaxubles ! 

BARB, verb, (old). — To shave; trim 
the beard: also TO barber: cf. 
Butch. 

1587. TuRBBRViLLB. Tragical Tales 
(1837), 53. Doe BARBB that boysterous 
beard. 

1615. Stafford, Heav. Dogge^ 64. 
I will stare my headsman in the face 
with as much confidence as if he came to 
BARBB mee. 

1663. CowLBY, Cutter^ Coleman St. 
ii, s. Neat Gentlemen . . . tho* never 
wash'd nor barb'd. 

1665. Pkpys, Diary^ 27. Nov. Sat 
talking, and I barbing against to-morrow. 

X864. D. Tel 1$ Feb. Where you 
can be shaved or *barbbd', as the locution 
is, shampooed, tittivated, curled. 

2. (Old Cant.)— To clip gold, 
SWEAT {q,v,y. also applied to 
clipping wool, cloth, etc. 

x6io. JoNSON, Alchemist^ i. 1. Ay, 
and perhaps thy neck within a noose, for 
laundring gold, and barbing it. 

1863. Sala, Ca^t. Dangerous^ 11, vii. 
S96. Gambling bullies . . . throwing their 
Highman, or barbing gold. 

BARBADOES, verb, (old colloquial). 
— To transport (as a convict): 
Barbadoes was formerly a penal 
settlement. 

1655. Gouge [THURLOE,5/«/*PtfiVr* 
(1743), III. 495]. The prisoners of the 
Tower shall, 'tis said; be Barbadozz'd. 

1845. Carlyle, Cromwell (1871), iv, 
1x5. Be barbadobsbd or worse. 



BARBAR, subs, (Durham School). — 
A candidate for scholarship hail- 
ing from another school: i,e, 
BARBAR-ian, stranger. 

BARBER, subs, (Winchester).— I. A 
thick fagot or bough: one was 
included in each bundle of fire- 
wood. 2. Any large piece of timber. 
3. A generic reproach: thus, 

BARBER*S-BLOCK (CLERK, Or BAR- 

ber-monger) = a fop ; one who 
spends much time in barbers* 
shops ; spec, (mechanics) an over- 
dressed shopman or clerk; bar- 
ber's CAT = a weak, sickly-look- 
ing person; barber*s-chair =s 
a strumpet (because common to 
all comers); barber's-music = 
rough music. Also (proverbial) 
'Nostrils wider than barber's 
basins.' 

1598. Shakspeare, AlVs Well^ ii. 
3. A barber's CHAIR that fits all buttocks; 
the pin-buttock, the quatch-buttock, the 
brawn-buttock, or any buttock. Ibid. 
(1605). Lear^ ii. 2. Draw, you whoreson 
cullionly barber-monger, draw. 

1631. Burton, Anatomy of Melan- 
cholyt III. IV., i, 3. (1651), 665. A notor- 
ious strumpet as common as a barbbr's- 

CHAIR. 

1643. Randolph, Muse*s Looking 
Glasse. Eyes as big as sawcers, nostrils 
WIDER Than barbers basons I 

1660. Pepys, June 5. My lord called 
for the lieutenant's cittern, and with two 
candlesticks with money in them for sy^m- 
bols (cymbals) we made barbers music. 

X708. MoTTEUX, Rabelais, Pantagr., 
Prognost. Barber's-ch AIRS, hedge whores. 

1785. Grose, Vulg, Tongue^ s.v. 
Barber's chair — as common as a barber's 
chair in which a whole parish sat to be 
trimmed. 

1835. Dickens, Boz, 155. * Tailor!* 
screamed a third. ' Barber 's-clbrk!' 
shouted a fourth. 
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Verb (University). — To work 
off an imposition by deputy ; also 
barberise: tradition says that a 
learned barber was at one time 
employed as a scap^^t in work- 
ing off this species of punishment 

1853. Bradley, Verdant Green^ xiL 
As for impositions, why . . . Ain't there 
covet to BARBBRiSB 'em for you? 

3. See BARB and barberizb. 
That's the barber, phr, (old). — 
* That's well done*; *lfs all O.K.* 
(^.v.): 'a street catch-phrase about 
the year 1760' (Grose). 

BARBERIZE, verb, (American).—To 
shave ; cut hair ; play the barber : 
cf. Barb. 

BARBER'SKNOCK, j«^j.//4r. (old).— 
A double knock: the first hard, 
and the second soft as if by 
accident. 

BARBER'S-SIQN, subs,phr. (venery).— 
The penis and testes: i^. (Grose) 
'a standing pole and two wash- 
bowls'. 

Bard, stibs, (old). — A term of con- 
tempt: see quot. 1888. 

1449. Act 6 yames II (1597), 99» 
Gif there be onie that makes them fuilit 
and are bairdbs, or vthers sic like rin* 
nares about. Ibid. (1457), 80. Sornares, 
BAIRDBS, maister-fuli beggers or feinziet 
fuiles. 

c. X500. Kbnnsth, Stat, [Balfour, 
Practicks 680]. All vagabundis, fulis, 
BARDis, scudlaris, and siclike idill pepill, 
sal be brint on the cheek. 

c. 1505. Dunbar, Flyting^ 49. Irsche 
brybour baird, wyle beggar with thy 
brattis. 

1609. Skbnb, Rej. Mag. 135. Fein- 
zied fooles, bairdbs, rynners about . . . 
after sundrie punishments, may be hanged. 

x888. Oxford Eng. Dici.^ ••▼• Bard. 
In early Lowland Scotch used for a strolling 



musician or minstrel, into which the Celtic 
bard had degenerated, and against whom 
many laws were enacted ; in x6th cent., a 
term of contempt, but idealised by Scott 
to mean an epic poet, a singer. 

BARDASH, subs, (venery).— A cat- 
amite; an INGLE (^.v.). Also as 
verb = TO bugger (^.v.). 

1548. Thomas, Ital. Diet. s.v. Zan- 

%tri . . . BAROASSES. 

1598. Florio, Worlds of Wordes^ 
S.T. Cinedo . . . aBARDARSH abuggringboy, 
a wanton boy, an ingle. Ibid, s.y. Cine^ 
dularo, to bugger, to bardarsh, to ingle. 

Cambr. Hist. Med 171. Cato, among 
other things, hit him in the teeth with a 
certain bardash, whom he had enticed 
from Rome into France with promise of 
rich rewards. This womanly youth being 
at a feast, etc. 

1678. Butlbr, Hudibras ill, i. 978. 
Raptures of Platonick Lashing, And chast 
Contemplative Bardashing. 

Z73Z. Cbntlivrb, Platonic Lady^ 
Essil. With your false Calves, Bardash, 
and Fav'rites. 

BAR'D CATER TRA, phr, (old).— 
False dice: so constructed that 
the quatre and trots were seldom 

cast: cf, FULLAMS, HIGH-MEN, 
LOW-MEN, etc 

x6o3. Dbkkbr, Honest WhorOf iL 
TDodslby, Old Plays (Rbbd) iii, 437]. 
I have suffered your tongue, like a bar'd 
CATBR TRA, to run all this while and have 
not stopt it. 

c. 1608. Rowland, Humors Ordinarie. 
He hath a stocke whereon his living stayes. 
And they are fuUams and bardquartbr* 

TRAVBS. 

x6xa. Art of Jnggling^ C4. Such 
be also call'd bard cater treeu^ because 
commonly the longer end will of his own 
sway drawe downewards, and tume up to 
the eie sice^ sincke, tlence, or ace. The 
principal use of them is at Novum, for 
so long a paire of bard cater treas be 
walking on the bourd, so long can ye not 
cast five nor nine unless it be by a great 
chance. 
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